Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  general ions  on  library  shelves  before  il  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

Il  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  diflicult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parlies,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  plus  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  b<x>k  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 

countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  il  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  hooks  while  helping  authors  ami  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  I  lie  lull  text  of  this  book  on  I  lie  web 
at|http  :  //books  .  qooqle  .  com/| 


'<  ,Md    ML.   ,«., 


,ylb~~./#br. 


%'\    -s&'.v^ 


,M/&-f.  ■        ,^:i| 


r~i 


1 

{ 


Q 


TH* 


SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OM  THX 


AMER1CAJS  SOCIETY 


FOR 


J^lati^n^tje  Jteq&i^i*  of  C^wa 


0»  THB 


UNITED  STATES- 


WITH  AN  APPENDIX. 


WASHINGTON  CITY: 

NU1TTED  BT  DAVIS  AND  FORCE,   (FRANKLIN'S  BEAD,') 

PENNSYLVANIA  AVENUE. 

1823. 


KFlo^ 


The  Sixth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  America* 
Colonization  Society,  was  held  in  the  Capitol, 
Washington  City,  oil  Thursday,  February  gOth, 
J  823. 

Id  the  Absence  of  the  President  and  Vice-Pre* 
sideots,  General  Charles  F.  Mercer  was  called  to 
the  Chain  The  Annual  Report  was  then  read  by 
the  Agent;  ?nd,on  mptiop  of  George  Washington 
Parke  Custis,  Esq. 

Resolved  Unanimously, 

That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  are  due  to  th$ 

• 

Managers  and  Officers  pf  the  Society,  for  the  faith* 
ful  discharge  of  their  duties  during  the  past  year. 

On  the  motion  of  General  ft.  G.  Harper, 
Resolved  Unanimously, 

That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  presented 
to  the  President  and  Officers  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Society,  to  aid  in  the  suppression  pf  the 
Slave  Trade;  for  the  kind  assistance  lent  by  them 
to  the  Agent  of  the  Board  in  his  recent  visit  to 
New-England ;  and  that  they  be  assured  that  this 
Society  entertain  for  them  septimepts  of  high  cpn? 
3ideration  and  esteem. 

On  the  motion  of  Gen.  W.  Jones, 
Resolved  Unanimously, 

That  this  Society  gratefully  acknowledge  their 
obligations  to  Governor  sir  Charles  McCarthy,  sir 
Charles  Grant,  the  Hop.  K.Macauley,  the  Rev.  Mr, 
Flood,  \)t.  Shower,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Johnsop  of 


Sierra  Leone,  for  their  kind  attention  to  the  Socie- 
ty's Agent,  and  to  the  Colonists  during  their  resi- 
dence at  Fourah  Bay* 

On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Win.  D.  Williamson, 
Resolved  Unanimously, 

That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  given  to  Dr. 
Eli  Ay  res,  for  his  important  services,  while  acting 
as  Agent  on  the  coast  ot  Africa. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Gurley, 
Resolved  Unanimously, 

That  this  Society  cherish  a  grateful  remem- 
brance of  the  pious  exertions  of  the  late  Mrs. 
Asbmun. 
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Great  designs  are  in  their  execution,  seldoin  attended 
With  immediate  success.  This  remark  is  most  strikingly 
true,  of  those  designs  which  tend  to  improve  the  civil 
and  moral  condition  of  mankind* 

Those  causes  which  change  the  characters  of  nations, 
though  they  may  be  simple  in  their  nature,  and  certain 
in  their  result,  are  usually  slow  in  their  operation  *,  and  it 
is  not  Until  long  after  the  first  influence  is  felt  on  the 
public  mind,  that  they  are  known  in  their  full  and  extend- 
ed power* 

The  Board  of  Managers  of  the  American  Colonization 
Society,  commenced  their  efforts,  with  no  hope  of  ex- 
emption from  those  discouragements,  which  are  occa- 
sionally felt  by  all  who  labour  in  the  cause  of  humanity 
and  virtue.  They  knew,  too  well,  the  ordinary  fate  of 
benevolent  enterprises,  to  imagine  that  their  progress 
'  Would  be  unimpeded  *,  and  they  saw,  too  clearly,  the  diffi- 
culties peculiar  to  their  own  object,  to  eipect  its  accom- 
plishment, without  the  experience  of  both  opposition  and 
calamity. 

Who  that  is  accustomed  to  reflection,  does  not  per- 
ceive that  the  design  of  our  Society,  while  it  appeals  for 
aid  to  the  interest  of  the  South,  to  the  humanity  of  the 
North,  and  to  the  religion  of  the  whole  country,  is  neces- 
sarily of  such  a  character,  as  to  array  against  it  the  pre- 
judices of  numerous  individuals  throughout  the  land. 
Hence  the  Managers  have  been  represented  by  some,  as 
the  enemies  of  subordination ;  by  others,  as  the  advocates 
of  slavery,  and  by  others,  as  deranged  with  enthusiasm. 
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Conscious  however,  of  the  rectitude  of  their  principles, 
and  convinced  of  the  feasibility  of  their  plans,  they  have 
persevered,  confident  that  their  motives  will  one  day  be 
duly  appreciated,  and  trusting  their  cause  to  the  Ruler  of 
the  world. 

It  is  with  no  ordinary  pleasure,  that  the  Board  express 
their  opinion,  that  at  no  time  since  the  institution  of 
their  Society,  were  their  friends  so  numerous  as  at  the 
present  moment,  nor  public  sentiment  so  favourable  to 
their  object. 

Recent  public  events  did  indeed  excite  feelings,  es- 
pecially at  the  North,  hostile  to  their  design ;  but  as 
these  feelings  had  their  origin,  either  in  misapprehen- 
sion, or  in  that  spirit  of  animosity  which  forms  its  judg- 
ments without  the  distinctions  of  reason,  they  have  al- 
ready begun  to  subside  :   and   the  Board  consider  the 
remaining  motions  of  enmity  or  dissatisfaction,  as  only 
"  the  workings  of  a  sea,  before  a  calm,  which  rocks 
itself  to  rest."      This  very  opposition  will,  they  doubt 
Hot,  be  rendered  subservient  to  the  interests  of  Africa ; 
because  the  public  mind,  when  settled  into  tranquillity, 
must  discern  the  unreasonableness  of  its  own  prejudices ; • 
and  instructed  by  experience,  must  be  prepared  to  aid 
the  cause  of  Colonization,  entirely  convinced  of  its  im- 
portance, and  guarded  forever  against  inconstancy  and 
suspicion. 

Had  the  Board,  in  their  last  Report,  predicted  that 
before  another  anniversary,  their  proceedings  would  re- 
sult in  some  great  achievement,  demonstrating  to  all  the 
world,  the  wisdom  of  their  plans,  they  had  evinced  un- 
derstandings as  weak  as  their  expectations  were  vain. 
That  man  is  but  ill  prepared  to  act  for  the  benefit  of  a 
world,  whose  benevolence  is  confined  to  present  gene- 
rations, and  who  refuses  to  promote  a  scheme,  because 


posterity  only  can  witness  its  completion,  and  enjoy  the 
fulness  of  its  salutary  influence. 

Though  in  reviewing  the  past  year,  the  Board  find  no 
extraordinary  effects  of  their  exertions,  which  they  might 
reJate  for  the  sake  of  those  who  will  act  only  in  concert 
with  miraculous  agency,  yet  they  would  be  insensible  to 
religious  duty,  were  they  to  fail  in  offering  thanks  to 
Heaven,  for  a  measure  of  success  equal  to  their  expecta- 
tions; sufficient  to  confirm  hope  and  invigorate  resolution. 
It  will  be  recollected,  th*t  immediately  after  the  pur- 
chase of  a  territory,  Dr.  Ayres,  proceeded  to  Sierra 
Leone,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  colonists  to  the 
spot  selected  for  their  establishment.     During  their  re- 
sidence at  Fourah-Bay,  several  of  the  people  showed  a 
spirit  of  insubordination  which  required  vigorous  mea- 
sures for  its  suppression*     When,  therefore,  it  was  an* 
nounced  that  on  the  first  of  January  a  vessel  would  sail 
for  Cape  Montserado,  and  that  all  must  at  that  time  be 
prepared  for  their  departure,   though  the  intelligence 
excited  general  joy,  three  or  four  individuals  neglected 
the  injunction,  and  remained  as  residents  in  the  British 
Colony  ;  an  event  by  no  means  to  be  regretted. 

The  colonists  arrived  at  Cape  Montserado  on  the  7th 
of  January.  It  was  soon  ascertained,  that  King  Peter 
had  been  condemned  by  the  other  chiefs  of  the  country, 
for  the  sale  of  the  land,  and  threatened  with  the  loss  of 
his  head ;  and  that  it  had  been  decreed  that  our  people 
should  leave  the  coast.  This  information  was  disregard- 
ed. The  vessel  was  unloaded,  and  preparations  were 
made  for  building.  Another  interview  however,  with 
the  Kings  was  found  indispensable.  Here  the  previous 
intelligence  was  confirmed;  but  the  firmness  and  energy 
of  the  Society's  Agent,  checked  the  rising  opposition  and 

restored  peace. 

2- 


ID 

During  the  month  of  February,  disease  prevailed  amfbng 
the  colonists,  and  prevented  any  vigorous  exertions. 
Several  of  the  coloured  people  had,  of  necessity,  re- 
mained at  Fourah-Bay.  These  persons  arrived  at  Montee- 
rado  in  the  Calypso,  on  the  sixteenth  of  that  month.  Dr. 
Ayres,  knowing  that  bis  presence  was  demanded  at 
Sierra  Leone,  immediately  embarked  in  this  vessel  for 
Freetown :  from  which  place,  after  having  concluded  the 
settlement  of  accounts,  he  received  on  board  die  re- 
mainingcolonists,  sailed  for  Montserado,  and  anchored  at 
the  Cape  on  the  7th  of  April.  He  found  the  Colony  in 
confusion  and  alarm.  A  British  prize  slave  vessel  had 
during  his  absence,  solicited  permission  to  take  water 
from  the  Cape,  and  had  received  an  affirmative  answer 
to  her  request.  This  vessel  parted  her  cable  and  was 
thrown  on  shore.  The  spirit  of  hostility,  excited  by  a 
dispute  between  the  Captain  and  one  of  the  Kings, 
added  to  the  powerful  motive  presented  by  the  presence 
of  a  French  vessel,  waiting  for  her  complement  of 
slaves,  induced  the  natives  to  attack  her,  with  purposes 
of  plunder.  Several  of  our  people  engaged  in  her  de- 
fence. In  the  contest  which  ensued,  and  which  they  in 
vain  endeavoured  to  prevent,  two  of  the  natives  were 
unfortunately  killed ;  and  on  the  succeeding  day,  a  Brit- 
ish soldier  and  one  of  our  colonists.  Through  the  cri- 
minal inadvertency  of  an  English  sailor,  who  discharged 
&  Cannon  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  store-house, 
.  this  building  took  fire  :  and  with  it  most  of  the  clothing, 
provisions,  and  utensils  of  the  Colony  were  destroyed. 

Dr.  Ayres  perceived  the  necessity  for  an  immediate 
convention  of  the  Kings.  In  this  convention,  he  gave  a 
concise  history  of  his  proceedings  since  his  arrival  in  Af- 
rica ;  and  maintained  with  spirit  and  boldness  his  right  to 
the  purchased  territory*    After  some  opposition  and  de- 
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lay,  the  whole  assembly,  amounting  to  seventeen  King! 
and  thirty-four  half  Kings,  assented  to  the  settlement  of 
the  colonists :  and  on  the  25th  of  April,  the  American  flag 
was  hoisted  on  Cape  Moutserado. 

The  commencement  of  the  rains,  the  unexpected  dif- 
ficulty of  building,  and  die  impossibility  of  obtaining  na- 
tive labour  on  account  of  the  recent  disturbances,  con* 
spired  to  render  the  condition  of  the  colonists  at  this  time 
both  critical  and  distressing.     Dr.  Ay  res  resolved  on  vi- 
siting the  United  States,  to  acquaint  the  Society  with  the 
necessities  of  the  Colony,  and  to  obtain  supplies  for  its 
relief.     Notwithstanding  their  discouraging  circumstan- 
ces, most  of  the  colonists,  with  a  zeal  and  resolution 
highly  honourable  to  their  character,  determined  to  re- 
tain possession  of  a  territory  acquired  with  so  much  dif- 
ficulty and  so  much  suffering ;  and  therefore  proceeded  at 
once,  with  ardour  and  diligence,  to  prepare  for  a  continu- 
ance at  the  Cape.  Accompanied,  however,  by  a  few  in- 
dividuals, the  Agent  again  visited  Sierra  Leone,  obtained 
provisions  for  the  Colony,  returned  to  Mtfntserado,  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  most  respectable  colonists  to  act  as  su- 
perintendent during  his  absence ;  and  after  witnessing  wkh 
high  satisfaction  the  peace  and  comparative  prosperity  of 
the  Settlement,  took  passage  for  this  country  on  the  4th 
of  June*    And  here  the  Board  would  mention  from 
among  the  colonists,  as  particularly  worthy  of  commen- 
dation, for  their  good  conduct,  fortitude,  and  active  co- 
operation with  the  Agent,  amid  his  numerous  perplexi- 
ties and  discouragements,  Elijah  Johnston,  Joseph  Blake, 
Lot  Carey,  and  Richmond  Sampson. 

The  Brig  Strong,  Captain  Otis,  sailed  from  Baltimore, 
on  the  19th  of  June,  having  on  board  Mr.  and  Hire. 
Ashmun,  and  thirty-five  colonists.  Mr.  Ashmun  was 
charged  with  the  management  of  certain  re-captured 
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Africans,  and  tho  received  authority  to  act  as  temporary 
Agent  of  the  Board.  These  re-captured  Africans  were 
from  the  State  of  Georgia,  fifteen  in  number,  rescued  by 
the  benevolence  of  our  government  from  the  claims  of 
injustice,  and  now  sent  out  under  the  protection-  and 
at  the  expense  of  the  United  States*  The  Strong  ar- 
rived at  Montserado,  on  the  8th  of  August*  Mr*  Ashmun, 
according  to  his  instructions,  immediately  assumed  the 
agency,  adopted  such  regulations  and  proceeded  to  the 
execution  of  such  works,  as  seemed  likely  to  prove 
most  conducive  to  the  harmony  and  defence  of  the 
Colony.  By  the  return  of  the  Strong,  the  Society  have 
been  furnished  with  ample  communications  from  the 
Agent ;  particularly  with  his  daily  journal  from  the  8th 
of  August  to  the  12th  of  September,  which,  when  it  is 
considered  that  it  was  written  during  the  intervals  of  a 
violent  fever,  bears  high  testimony  to  the. zeal,  and  in- 
dustry of  its  author.  It  contains  much  important  infer* 
mation,  concerning  the  situation,  harbour,  soil  and  ad* 
vantages  of  the  Colony,  its  present  condition  and  neces* 
sities,.  and  is  enriched  with  many  valuable  remarks. 
Copious  extracts  from  these  papers  will  be  found  in  the 
Appendix  * 

All  the  intelligence  from  Africa,  during  the  last  year, 
has  served  to  confirm  the  Board  in  their  previousopintons; 
and  confident  they  are,  that  it  is  only  requisite  to  difiuse 
Correct  information  concerning  the  condition  and  pros- 
pects of  the  Colony,  to  obtain  for  it,  from  all  parts  of  the 
country,  that  immediate  aid,  which  will  render  it  the 
perpetual  light  of  Africa,  and  an  eternal  monument  to 
our  nation's  praise. 

There  are  now  in  Africa,  about  one  hundred  and 
thirty  settlers,  occupying  a  station,  which  according  to 

*  Appendix,  Not.  1,  t. 
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English,  ««  w«H  is  American  testimony,  surpasses  in  ad- 
vantages for  a  colonial  establishment,  any  other  situation 
on  the  coast.*  A  town  has  been  commenced  on  a  regular 
plan,  comfortable,  houses  constructed,  and  works  thrown 
up  for  defence  against  the  Barbarian  poweis.     The  na- 
tives are  generally  amicable :  and  were  it  otherwise, 
Jittle  apprehension  would  be  felt,  since  a  concerted  at- 
tack is  altogether  improbable,  and  each  King  can  com- 
mand but  a  small  force,  destitute  alike  of  conduct  and 
courage.     The  harbour  may  with  very  small  expense  be 
rendered  excellent;  the  lands  are  easily  cleared  and 
cultivated  ;  the  soil  is  rich,  and  yields  in  abundance  the 
moat  valuable  productions  of  the  tropical  climates.    Not 
an  instance  of  sickness  has  occurred  during  the  season, 
among    those  colonists  who  had  passed   one  year  in 
Africa ;  and  the  fever  which  attacked  those  who  went 
out  in  the  Strong,  has  in  most  cases  been  mild  and  easily 
subdued. 

It  is  with  pain  that  the  Board  record  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Ashmun,  whose  Christian  zeal  and  charity,  will  long  be 
remembered  at  the  Colony  and  admired  in  her  native 
land.  She  fell  a  sacrifice  to  her  disinterested  kindness : 
as  the  Board  have  been  informed,  that  during  every  in- 
termission of  fever,  while  her  strength  permitted,  she 
was  found  administering  to  the  wants  and  alleviating  the 
sufferings  of  others. 

The  Managers  cannot  but  consider  the  fact,  that  there 
prevails  extensively,  among  the  African  tribes,  a  strong 
desire  for  our  language,  and  the  arts  of  civilized  life,  as 
one  most  auspicious,  and  which  should  administer  re- 
proof to  indifference,  as  well,  as  encouragement  to 
effort. 

The  principal  King  of  the  region  bordering  upon  our 
Territory,  expressed  almost  rapturous  joy,  when  told  that 
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his  people  should  be  instructed  in  the  American  method 
of  manufacturing  cloths,  and  earnestly  requested  Dr. 
Ayres,  to  bring  his  son  to  this  country,  and  afford  him 
here  the  means  of  education.  A  compliance  with  this 
request  was  prevented  only,  by  the  reluctance  of  the 
boy  to  leave  his  native  shores* 

The  present  Agent,  has  already  entered  into  negotia- 
tions for  trade,  with  several  of  the  tribes,  and  also  ad- 
mitted several  African  youths  to'  a  residence  in  the 
Colony ;  and  the  Board  indulge  the  hope,  that  the  time 
is  not  remote,  when  their  Settlement  by  its  schools,  and 
ministers,  shall  impart  to  many  of  these  Barbarians,  that 
knowledge  which  civilizes  and  elevates  the  character  ;. 
which  softens  and  subdues  the  soul.* 

The  disposition  among  the  free  people  of  colour  to 
emigrate  to  Africa,  is  daily  increasing,  nor  can  the  Board 
doubt,  that  when  the  permanency  of  the  Colony  is  no 
longer  uncertain,  vessels  will  be  fitted  out  by  them,  at 
their  own  expense,  from  most  of  the  cities  of  our  coun- 
try. In  Petersburg,  (Virginia,)  and  its  vicinity,  they 
have  already  determined  to  make  preparations  for  a 
voyage,  and  have  requested  the  sanction  of  the  Board  to 
their  proceedings.  A  similar  disposition  has  been  mani« 
fested  in  other  places. 

The  past  year  has  also  afforded  evidence,  to  corrobo- 
rate the  opinion,  expressed  by  the  Board  in  their  former 
Reports,  that  many  extensive  proprietors  of  slaves  will 
emancipate  their  servants,  and  aid  in  their  transfer  to 
Africa,  as  soon,  as  the  Colony  shall  be  prepared  for  their 
reception.  The  Managers  cannot  determine  the  ex- 
tent of  this  liberal  disposition ;  but  when  they  reflect  up. 
on  the  frequency  of  manumissions,  wherever  the  law 
has  imposed  no  restriction,  when  they  consider  the 
power  of  example,  in  whatever  concerns  the  honourable, 
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and  generous  of  human  character,  and  especially,  when 
they  recollect  the  institutions  of  their  country,  and  the 
light  of  the  age,  they  are  induced  to  expect,  that  should 
prosperity  atteud  the  Colony,  thousands  now  in  servi- 
tude amongst  us,  will  one  day  be  freemen  in  the  land  of 
their  ancestors.* 

It  is  well  known,  that  nothing  contributes  so  effec- 
tually to  the    safety  and    influence  of  an  individual 
amongst  uncivilized  men,    as  a  practical    knowledge 
of  the  arts  of  more  enlightened  nations.     The  feelings 
of  veneration  and  selfishness,  peculiarly  strong  in  un- 
cultivated natures,   are*  enlisted  at  once  in  favour  of 
him,  who  evinces  powers  that  astonish  by  their  might 
or  myateriousness*  and  are  coveted  for  their  utility* 
It    has  been,   indeed,,  by  the  visits  and    exertions  of 
"intelligent  strangers,"   that  many  rude  tribes  have 
been  rescued  from  Barbarism*  and  elevated  to  import* 
ance  and  dignity  among  the  nations  of  the  world.    "  In 
the  early  traditions  of  Greece  and  Italy,  some  traces  of 
such  sources  of  civilization  may  be  found,  and  the  ben- 
efactors of  nations  who  were  said  to  have  descended 
from  the  skies  and  were  honoured  as  gods,  are  reason- 
ably supposed  to  have  been  no  other  than  intelligent 
foreigners,  who  first  brought  the  useful  arts  of  their  own 
countries  to  a  rude  and  ignorant  people.    A  similar 
origin  has  been  ascribed,  to  the  civilization  which  was 
ibund  in  some  kingdoms  of  South  America  on  their  first 
discovery  by  th$  Spaniards.    If  the  nations  of  the  old 
world  had  their  Cadmus  and  Saturn,  Peru  had  her 
Blanco  Capac,  who  instructed  her  once  barbarous  peo- 
ple iu  agriculture  and    the  liberal  arts,  and    whose 
accidental  arrival  from  some  unknown  region  probably 
gave  rise  to  the  fable  of  his  descent  from  the  Sun."* 
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The  Board  consider  it  as  a  matter  of  the  first  import* 
ance,  that  all  those  who  may  at  this  early  period  become 
residents  at  the  Colony,  should  not  only  be  persons  of 
moral  worth  and  industrious  habits,  but  also  possessed 
of  that  Agricultural  or  Mechanical  skill  which  will  secure 
them  access  to  til  the  neighbouring  nations,  and  give 
them  an  almost  magical  influence  over  the  conduct  of 
the  Barbarians. 

The  present  condition  of  the  natives  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Society's  Settlement,  is  most  favourable  to  the  efforts 
of  the  Philanthropist,  and  that  an  attempt  to  instruct 
them  in  the  arts  and  Christianity  will  be  successful,  seem£ 
almost  certain.     The  Slave  Trade,  checked  in  this  part 
of  Africa  by  the  noble  exertions  of  the  American  and 
British  Naval  Officers  on  the  coast,  no  longer  supplies  the 
wants  of  the  inhabitants  ;  so  that  they  are  compelled  to 
look  to  a  different  commdrce,  for  those  foreign  produ<S 
tions  to  which  they  are  immoderately  attached,  and 
even  their  subsistence  seems  to  depend  upon  a  change 
in  their  mode  of  life.     But  should  the  expectation  of 
the  Board,  that  the  Slave  Trade  will  soon  be  stigmatised 
by  the  unanimous  decision  of  all  the  powers  of  Chris- 
tendom as  an  offence  against  the  law  of  nations,  be  dis- 
appointed, much  may  be  done  towards  its  extermina- 
tion, by  the  influence  of  a  Colony,  which  may  open 
with  the  natives  a  legitimate  commerce,  furnish  them 
with  Agricultural  utensils,  instruct  them  in  the  Arts  and 
the  true  Religion,  and  exhibit  before  them  the  superiour 
happiness  of  an  humane,  industrious,  and    Christiah 
people. 

The  Board  are  well  convinced  that  an  institution, 
which  might  receive  under  its  patronage  coloured 
youths  destined  for  the  Colony,  impart  to  them  a  know* 
ledge  of  Agriculture  and   the  useful  arts,  and  educate 
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them,  in  such  a  maimer,  as  should  best  tend  to  ensum 
tbeir  industry,  economy,  subordination  and  religion, 
would  prove  of  incalculable  advantage  to  their  cause. 
It  is  believed,  that  such  an  institution  would  not  ooly 
support  itself  but  also  pay  the  interest  of  the  capital  ex- 
pended in  its  establishment.  The  Board  rejoice  to  learn, 
that  something  of  this  kind  is  already  contemplated  by 
several  highly  respected  individuals ;  and  they  trust  that 
means  will  soon  be  famished  to  complete  the  design* 

The  Board  are  not  able  to  say,  whether  a  resolution, 
urged  upon  the  attention  of  the  legislature  of  Georgia, 
by  the  Putnam  Colonisation  Society,  in  their  very  able 
end  interesting  Report  of  the  last  year,  and  which,  soon 
after,  was  unanimously  adopted  by  the  House  of  Repre* 
aentatives,  has  yet  received  the  sanction  of  the  Senate 
of  that  State.  This  resolution  authorizes  the  Governor 
of  Georgia,  to  turn  over  to  the  Colonization  Society, 
Sifter  deducting  the  expenses  incurred  on  account  of 
Africans,  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  sixty  re-captured 
negroes,  disposed  o£  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  legis- 
lature of  1817,* for  the  benefit  of  the  State.  This  act, 
it  will  be  recollected,  has  since  been  arrested  in  its  ope* 
ration  by  a  law  of  Coogress,  of  the  3d  of  March,  1 819. 

The  Board  cannot  but  hope,  that  the  Senate  of  Georgia, 
will  on  this  subject,  yield  to  the  powerful  appeal  made 
by  their  own  citizens,  to  tbeir  "  intelligence,  tbeir  patriot* 
km  and  tbeir  humanity." 

The  events  of  the  last  year,  have  confirmed  the 
Board  in  the  belief,  that  the  Slave  trade,  though  at  pre- 
sent extensively  carried  on,  must  soon  finally  and  forever 
cease.  The  enormities  of  this  traffick  have  aroused  the 
indignation  of  Christian  nations,  and  they  will  suppress  ^ 

it    It  is  impossible  that  such  an  offence  against  justice, 
humanity,  the  dignity  of  our  nature,  and  the  voice  of 
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God,  should  much  longer  be  perpetrated  with  impunity. 
The  sentiments  of  the  age  forbid  it.  They  partake  too 
much,  of  the  kind,  generous,  and  lofty  spirit  of  Christi- 
anity, to  suffer  the  continuance  of  this  outrageous  vio* 
lation  of  the  most  obvious  principles  of  right,  of  the 
deepest,  truest,  and  most  sacred  emotions  of  the  heart. 

It  will  surely  afford  high  gratification  to  the  philanthro- 
pists of  all  nations,  to  learn,  that  during  the  last  year,  the 
Society  of  Christian  Morals  in  Paris,  formed  under  the 
authority  of  the  government,  has  appointed  a  committee, 
to  devise  such  means,  as  may  contribute  most  effectually 
to  hasten  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  trade ;  which  (ia 
the  language  of  this  committee)  is  formally  prohibited 
by  the  laws,  arid  condemned  by  conscience,  but  contin- 
ued by  cupidity.*     This  committee  is  composed  af 
some  of  the  principal  characters  in  France.     The  Man- 
agers trust,  that  they  will  exert  such  an  influence  on 
the  public   mind,  that  the  executive  officers  will    be 
excited  to  do  their  duty  ;  and  that  the  French  flag  will 
soon  be  rescued,  from  the  opprobrious  distinction,  of 
alone  protecting  the  Slave  trade,  on  the  north  of  the 
Equator. 

No  event  of  the  year,  has  given  the  Managers  more 
pleasure,  than  the  formation  at  Boston,  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Society,  to  aid  in  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  trade* 
This  Institution,  established  in  consequence  of  the  ap- 
plication of  a  gentleman  who  offered  his  services  for  a 
few  weeks  to  the  Board,  whether  we  consider  the 
place  of  its  origin,  the  character  of  its  officers,  or  the 
regard  expressed  in  its  constitution  for  the  Colonization 
Society,  is  entitled  to  high  consideration,  and  demands 
from  the  Managers  the  most  cordial  expressions  of  respect 
and  esteem. t 
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The  Board  can  no  longer  doubt,  that  their  design 
has  met  the  approbation  of  the  most  intelligent  people 
in  New-England,  and  that  it  will  receive  their  liberal 
and  continued  support 

It  is  gratifying  to  observe  the  sympathy  and  good  feel* 
iagamong  enlightened  and  benevolent  men  of  all  nations, 
resulting  from  the  mutual  expression  of  their  sentiments 
on  the  subject  of  the  Slave  trade,  and  from  their  com* 
hiaed  exertions  for  its  suppression.  National  animosities 
seem  to  be  extinguished,  local  prejudices  and  political  jeal- 
onsies  are  merged  in  one  common  sensibility  to  the  suf- 
ferings of  a  bleeding  people :  and  we  trust  that  the  coal* 
ition  of  all  Christian  Powers  against  the  Slave  trade,  will 
prove  the  commencement  of  an  indissoluble  union, 
which  shall  fix  and  perpetuate  the  peace  of  the  world. 
Every  citizen  of  the  United  States,  must  glory  in  the 
profound  sense  of  doty,  evinced  by  his  own  government, 
in  its  strenuous,  efficient,  and  persevering  efforts  for  the 
destruction  of  this  traffick ;  and  rejoice  in  the  honourable 
distinction  enjoyed  by  his  nation,  on  this  account,  in  the 
opinion  of  intelligent  foreigners. 

And  here,  the  Board  beg  leave  to  introduce  a  passage 
from  a  foreign  publication*  of  great  celebrity,  in  which* 
the  Report  of  the  committee  of  Congress,  to  whom  in 
1821,  was  referred  so  much  of  the  President's  Message, 
as  relates  to  the  Slave  trade,  is  mentioned  in  terms  of 
the  highest  commendation. 

. "  Upon  this  question,"  (the  right  of  search)  says  this  able 
writer, "  equally  delicate  and  important,  it  is  with  peculiar 
satisfaction,  that  we  consider  how  powerful  must  be  the  au- 
thority and  influence  of  the  line  pursued  by  the  Ameri- 
can States,  not  only,  from  the  just  weight  of  that  great 
and  free  nation,  but  from  the  very  natural  prejudice  en* 
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tertaiued  by  k  against  the  belligerent  right  *f  search. 
The  immortal  honour  which  the  Americans  have  gained 
by  their  former  exertions  against  the  Slave  trade,  ang* 
mented  by  their  recent  enactments,  classing  it  among 
piratical  offences,  will  soon,  as  it  now  appeals,  be  con- 
summated by  their  accession  to  the  principle  for  which 
we  have  been  contending. 

"  A  Report  lies  before  us  from  a  committee  of  Congress 
on  this  point,  and  nothing  can  be  more  judicious  or  en- 
lightened. The  perusal  of  it,  may  well  make  those  of 
our  countrymen  Mush,  who  pass  their  lives  in  effeminate 
failing  at  their  kitismen  in  the  new  world,  and  who  seem 
to  delight  in  nothing  so  much  as  the  rational  hope,  that  the 
jealousies  of  two  nations  may  be  fanned  into  fierce  and 
implacable  hostility,  at  the  time  when  each  can  least  af+ 
ford  to  lose  the  others  assistance.  The  committee  begin 
with  showingftbat  a  mutual  right  of  search  is  indispensable 
to  the  object  of  abolition,  as  affording  tbe  only  security 
against  Slave  traders  taking  refuge  under  tbe  flag  of 
any  power,  which  should  at  any  time,  become  less  vipi* 
lant  than  the  rest,  in  executing  its  abolition  laws*  They 
then  advert  to  the  prejudices  existing  in  America  to  this 
right,  founded  tipon  the  opinions  entertained  respecting 
the  practice  of  searching  neutral  vessels  in  time  of  war, 
and  they  deny,  that  the  two  kinds  of  search,  are  m 
principle,  in  any  degree  allied,  and  most  justly  ob- 
serve, that  the  unqualified  admission  of  England,  that 
so  right  at  present  exists  of  searching  in  time  of  peace, 
an  admission  tooth  founded  upon  the  decisions  of  our 
prize  Courts,  and  evinced  by  the  negotiation  itself  ought 
to  remove  the  principal  objections  against  the  new  ar- 
rangements contended  for.  Tbey  put  the  matter  upon 
plain  practical  ground,  when  they  add,  that  the  que*. 
tion   is,  whether  such  an   agreement  will   be  benefi- 
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dal  to  the  two  lotions,  and  they  truly  add,  that  all  in* 
conveniences  from  the  detention  of  vessels  will  be  pre* 
eluded,  by  limiting  the  right  of  seizure  to  ships  having 
slaves  actually  on  board."  The  writer  then  proceeds  to 
make  some  quotations  from  the  Report,  prefacing  them 
with  the  remark,  "we  behove  a  more  gratifying  exam- 
ple of  sound  principle,  never  was  displayed  nn  a  state 
paper."  He  concludes,  "  The  most  sanguine  hopes  may 
therefore  be  entertained,  that  the  question  will  be  sa- 
tisfactorily adjusted  between  the  English  and  Ameri- 
can governments.  May  we  not,  then,  appeal  to  the 
body  of  our  most  enlightened  European  neighbours, 
and  call  upon  them  to  stimulate  their  rulers,  not  only,  to 
follow  the  example  set  by  England  and  America,  in 
classing  the  Slave  Trade  among  heinous  crimes,  but  to 
join  them  in  that  measure,  which,  if  those  three  great 
maritime  powers  adopt  it,  must  speedily  become  the  law 
of  nations,"  * 

In  conclusion,  the  Board  return  their  thanks  to  the 
several  Auxiliary  Societies,  and  to  all  their  friends,  for  the 
assistance  afforded  to  their  object  during  the  last  year,  and 
beg  leave  to  press  upon  them  the  necessity  of  more 
vigorous  and  extensive  exertions.  A  vessel  chartered  by 
the  Society,  having  on  hoard  Dr.  Ayres,  and  such  a  num- 
ber of  colonists  as  can  be  accommodated,  will  sail  in  a 
few  days,  from  Baltimore  to  Liberia,  the  name  of  the 
purchased .  Territory  on  the  coast.  At  this  crisis  of  in- 
tense interest,  when  the  weakness  of  the  Colony  renders 
it  exposed  to  disasters,  when  causes  which  could  not  im- 
pair a  firmer  establishment,  may  work  its  destruction, 
when  the  momentous  question  is,  shall  Africa  be  freed, 
enlightened,  saved,  or  shall  her  hopes  be  extinguished— 
perhaps  forever :  the  Board  cannot  believe  that  they  shall 
he  denied  the  liberal  contributions  of  their  countrymen. 
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They  trust  that  the  editors  of  public  papers,  and  literary 
journals,  will  aid  their  design,  by  diffusing  correct  infor- 
mation concerning  it,  that  the  patriot  will  think  of  his 
country,  and  give  it  bis  influence,  and  that  all  the  min- 
isters of  Religion,  will  plead  for  it  in  the  name  of  Heaven*. 
If  there  are  those  who  still  believe  the  maintenance  of 
Government  in  the  Colony  impracticable,  to  them  the 
Board  will  only  say,  that  on  this  subject  uo  serious  diffi- 
culty has  as  yet  occurred ;  and  that  indeed,  so  intimate 
is  the  connection,  between  the  interest  of  the  settlers 
and  their  subordination,  that  rebellion  would  prove  them 
alike  destitute,  of  reason  and  of  self-regard. 

But  it  is  said  that  the  colonists  will  soon  mingle  with 
the  natives,  and  sink  down  into  the  rudeness  and  degrada- 
tion of  the  Barbarian  character.  But  such  a  supposition 
is  in  contradiction,  not  only  to  every  argument  which 
may  be  fairly  deduced  from  the  principles  of  our  nature, 
but  also  to  the  universal  experience  of  mankind*  Are 
not  the  love  of  superiority  and  the  desire  of  admiration, 
among  the  most  deeply  seated  sentiments  in  the  human 
mind  ?  And  can  we  believe  that  civilized  men,  surround- 
ed by  those  who  regard  them  with  almost  superstitious 
veneration,  will  voluntarily  abandon  all  the  privileges 
of  their  station  and  descend  to  companionship  and  a  live- 
lihood with  the  most  ignorant  of  our  race  ?  But  the 
Board  appeal  on  this  subject  to  the  history  of  the  world. 
If  it  has  ever  happened  (which  the  Board  are  inclined  to 
doubt,)  that  a  body  of  civilized  men,  have,  by  a  residence 
in  a  barbarous  country,  degenerated  to  a  level  with  the 
inhabitants,  how  many  are  the  recorded  instances,  in 
which  such  men  have  changed  the  character  and  condi- 
tion of  unlettered  tribes,  and  elevated  them  not  merely 
to  their  own  station,  but  made  them  their  companions 
in  improvement !  I 
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May  we  not  trace  the  origin  of  civilization  in  Greece 
to  the  establishment  in  her  territories  of  colonies  from 
Egypt  ?  It  is  true  that  less  can  be  said  of  the  beneficial 
effects  of  the  Roman  colonies,  because  they  were  gen- 
erally u  Military  Stations,  garrisons  kept  in  conquered 
countries,  advanced  posts  of  a  great  army  whose  head 
quarters  were  at  Rome."  Nothing  however  can,  in  most 
instances,  be  more  true,  than  "  that  the  benefits  in  points 
of  civilization,  resulting  to  barbarous  countries  from 
colonies  of  private  adventurers  from  countries  more  ad- 
vanced in  knowledge,  have  entailed  honour  on  those 
who  imparted  them,  and  claimed  returns  of  respect  and 
gratitude  from  those  on  whom  they  were  bestowed." 

It  remains  with  the  public  then,  to  decide  whether  our 
infant  Colony  shall  live  or  die.  But  it  shall  not  die.  The 
Omnipotent  will  defend  it.  The  Board  are  confident 
that  Heaven  will  not  suffer  their  Enterprise  to  fail ;  an 
Enterprise,  looking  to  results  as  grand  and  as  glorious 
as  were  ever  effected  by  human  exertion  ;  that  would 
exterminate  a  Trade,  the  thought  of  which  is  agony  ; 
cover  Africa  with  the  monuments  of  civilization  and 
the  Light  of  Truth  ;  remedy  an  evil,  in  its  nature  most 
distressing,  in  its  influence  most  injurious,  and  which 
threatens  to  convulse  our  country,  and  thus  render  stain- 
less the  honour,  and  eternal  the  stability,  of  the  free- 
est  and  the  happiest  nation  on  earth. 
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APPENDIX. 


No.  1. 

Extract  from  the  Journal  kepi  at  Montierado,  on  the  Coast  of  Africa. 

Thursday ,  Jugugt  $thy  1822. 

The  transport  brig  Strong,  Captain  Otis,  anchored  in  Mont- 
•erado  Bay  in  81  days  from  Baltimore.  She  brought  oat  a 
variety  of  stores,  the  property  of  the  United  States,  and 
others,  the  property  of  the  Colonization  Society. 

August  9th. 

J.  Ashmun,  finding  that  both  the  Agents  appointed  to 
the  superintendence  of  the  Colony,  had  judged  it  neces* 
lary  to  depart  to  the  United  States,  assumed,  according  to 
instructions,  the  capacity  of  Principal  Agent  He  spent 
the  day  in  making  a  survey  of  the  state  of  the  Colony.  A 
town  had  been  commenced,  on  a  plan  not  utterly  destitute  of 
regularity,  on  the  Cape.  The  dwellings  are  built  in  the  cheap 
native  style,  27  or  30  in  number.  A  small  storehouse  had 
been  erected  of  frame  work,  of  barely  sufficient  capacity  to 
contain  the  stores  found  in  it.  This  day,  the  Agent  directed 
that  the  Market  House  should  be  enclosed  with  wattled  walls, 
and  plastered,  for  the  temporary  accommodation  of  the  re- 
captured Africans.  He  ordered  Johnston  to  purchase  100 
mats  of  the  natives,  for  flooring  and  ceiling  the  new  houses  . 
fie  also  directed  lames  to  superintend  the  construction  of  a 
temporary  storehouse,  nearly  opposite  the  present  one. 

Jfagvst  10th. 

The  brig  parted  her  cable  and  went  out  to  sea  with  the 

Agent  on  board. 
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AugvtttUh. 

The  brig  endeavoured  to  regain  her  anchorage  under  Cape 
Montserado. 

Jugutt  12*. 

At  six  o'clock,  P.  M.  the  brig  was  again  brought  to  an  an* 
chor,  the  point  of  the  Cape  bearing  S.  £.  4  1-2  miles  distant* 
the  depth  of  the  water  6  1-2  fathoms. 

August  lStffe* 

This  morning  a  large  ship,  carrying  both  the  American  and 
French  colours,  having  an  American  crew  and  mixed  officers, 
anchored  off  the  Cape.  A  part  of  the  officers  and  crew  came 
on  shore,  ostensibly  in  pursuit  of  an  honourable  trade. 

The  following  arrangement  for  landing  the  cargo  was  made  & 
We  hired  a  long  boat  and  natives,  (all  but  one  of  the  latter  of 
Carey,)  to  ply  continually  between  the  brig  and  the  Settle- 
ment, across  the  bar.  The  brig's  long  boat  is  manned  with 
five  men  from  the  Colony,  to  ply  constantly  between  the  brig 
and  the  beach. 

A  long  boat  belonging  to  the  Settlement,  and  which  was  last 
night  hauled  up  to  be  repaired,  is  also  manned  and  employed 
as  the  preceding. 

The  brig's  jolly-boat  is  manned  with  three  men,  to  ply  be- 
tween the  brig  and  the  beach  or  Settlement,  as  the  sea  or 
loading  may  require. 

Three  men  are  stationed  on  the  beach,  to  assist  the  boats 
in  landing  the  stores,  and  to  convey  them  over  the  Lizard 
to  the  river.  Three  men  are  appointed  to  the  canoe  be- 
longing to  the  Settlement,  to  ply  between  that  and  the 
Lizard.  Three  men  are  likewise  appointed  to  man  the 
small  boat  of  the  Settlement,  and  ply  between  the  same  sta- 
tions. One  man  is  stationed  at  the  landing  place  in  the  Settle- 
ment, to  receive  the  goods  from  the  canoe,  and  to  send  them 
up  the  bill  to  the  storehouse.  At  the  storehouse  are  station- 
ed a  trusty  man  and  assistant)  and  two  native  boys,  to  receive 
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and  dispose  of  the  stores.    By  this  arrangement,  it  is  believed 
the  brig  may  be  discharged  in  twelve  fair  days. 

August  14m. 

The  Agent  had  an  interview  with  King  Peter,  and  King 
Long  Peter.  The  dispositions  of  both  these  Kings  appeared 
to  be  friendJy. 

V 

August  16th. 

Finding  the  long  boat  useless,  it  was  directed  to  be  laid  on 
shore  and  repaired.  Several  loads  of  goods  were  landed. 
No  instance  of  sickness  has  occurred. 

Friday,.  August  16m. 

To-day  we  continued  to  discharge  the  brig,  slowly,  hav- 
ing but  two  long  boats. 

The  Agent  proceeded  in  a  native  canoe,  to  the  residence 
of  King  Brister,  13  miles  distant  to  the  northward,  situated 
near  the  beach. 

The  Agent  stated  to  the  King  his  friendly  disposition,  thank* 
ed  him  for  the  friendship  he  had  evinced  towards  the  settlers, 
and  desired  the  same  amicable  feelings  and  intercourse  might  he 
perpetual.  He  further  offered  to  open  with  King  B.  and  his 
people,  a  fair  and  mutually  advantageous  trade,  to  be  carried 
on,  on  the  one  part,  in  American  and  European  goods;  on  the 
otker,  in  the  productions  of  the  country . 

The  King  replied,  in  substance,  that "  he  was  pleased  with 
the  formation  of  a  Settlement  of  American  people ;  he  had 
felt,  and  should  continue  to  feel,  friendly  to  the  establish* 
meat.  The  whole  country  was,  indeed,  known  abroad  by 
the  common  name  of  Montserado.  But  it  consisted  of  different 
Principalities,  entirely  distinct  from  each  other,  not  only  in 
name,  and  political  condition,  but  still  more,  in  laws,  usages, 
and  moral  character.  It  would,  therefore,  be  unjust  and 
erroneous,  to  take  up  an  opinion  unfavourable  to  all  the 
tribes,  from  the  misconduct  of  one  or  two  Kings,  or  their 
people.    He  was  old  :  it  was  time  his  character,  both  as  a 
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King  and  man,  was  formed  and  known.  He  hoped  we  should, 
on  farther  acquaintance,  find  both  bhn  and  his  people  wor- 
thy of  confidence.  He  was  quite  willing  to  open  a  trade  with 
the  American  Settlement.  He  engaged  to  protect  it ;  was 
glad  to  see  the  Agent  ashore,  and  intended  soon  to  pay  the 
Settlement  a  friendly  visit9' 

Sunday,  August  l&th. 
Worship  was  celebrated  three  times  in  the  Colony. 

Monday ,  August  \9th. 

The  place  for  erecting  a  battery  was  chosen  at  the  head  of 
the  principal  street  This  position  effectually  commands  one 
of  the  watering  places  which  supply  the  Settlement,  the 
whole  mouth  of  the  river,  the  landing  place  on  the  beach, 
King  George's  town,  the  landing  place  at  the  Settlement,  and 
the  whole  Island  on  which  the  populous  native  town  owned 
by  Carey,  is  situated.  A  twelve  pound  shot  can  likewise, 
be  sent,  with  great  ease,  from  this  eminence  into  King  Peter's 
own  town !  It  hardly  admits  a  doubt  that  when  these  works 
are  completed,  we  shall  receive  no  further  molestation  from 
any  of  these  people. 

The  plan  of  the  town  was  extended. 

Wednesday,  August  2\st,  1821. 

Several  applications  have  been  made  from  neighbouring 
Bead-men,  and  other  natives  for  apprenticing  their  sons,  and 
wards,  to  the  Agent  and  the  colonists,  for  a  limited  term. 
Their  object  is  to  have  them  instructed  in  the  English  Lan- 
guage, and  the  arts  of  civilized  life.  Commonly  they  ask  no 
other  compensation  for  the  services  of  their  young  men,  than 
their  subsistence.  To  day  several  applications  of  this  nature 
were  made  by  King  West,  of  Trade  Town  on  the  river  Junk, 
from  10  to  30  miles  to  the  south  of  Montaerado.  This  King 
sent  his  own  son  to  live  with  the  Agent.  At  this  early  stage 
of  the  Settlement,  but  few  of  these  offers  can  be  accepted; 


29 

Thursday,  Avgwt  22*4. 
Having  a  press  of  labour  on  our  hands,  the  Agent  is  induced 
to  accept  the  offer  yesterday  made  him  of  the  services  of 
three  young  men  from  Trade-Town,  one  of  whom  is  the 
head-man's  son.  No  compensation  except  their  subsistence 
and  instruction  in  the  English  language  is  required.  They 
are  employed  in  clearing  the  site  of  the  fortification,  and  pre- 
paring for  the  construction  of  the  work  of  defence,  so  neces- 
sary for  the  present  security  of  the  Settlement. 

The  plan  is :  To  build  on  the  crown  of  the  height,  an 
octagonal  work  of  strong  mason  work.  The  walls  are  to  be 
settled  four  feet  below  the  level  of  the  surface  without;  and 
after  rising  four  feet  above  the  ground,  to  be  strongly  floored 
over.  The  wall  is  to  be  carried  four  feet  above  the  floor ; 
and  this  part  of  it  to  be  perforated  with  eight  wide  port-holes. 
The  whole  is  to  be  roofed  ;  the  diameter  of  this  octagon,  is 
to  be  thirty  feet :  a  long  eighteen  pounder,  now  at  the  Colo* 
ny,  is  to  be  mounted  on  the  floor.  The  strong  apartment, 
below  which  is  to  be  made  bomb  proof,  is  intended  at  present, 
to  be  used  as  a  store-house,  eventually  for  the  arsenal. 
Inside,  and-opening  through  the  wall,  is  to  be  the  magazine-*- 
the  whole  below  the  surface  of  the  ground  without. 

A  concentric  circle  is  to  be  drawn  around  this  work  at  the 
distance  of  fourteen  feet  from  the  walls.  The  space  between 
is  to  be  reduced  to  a  plane,  the  exterior  part  of  which,  is  to 
be  supported  by  a  wall  from  three  to  four  feet  high,  as  the 
declivity  of  the  ground  may  require.  This  wall  will  be  raised 
one  foot  above  the  level  of  the  area  within,  which  is  to  mount 
all  the  guns  belonging  to  the  establishment. 

At  twenty  feet  distance  from  the  wall,  is  to  be  another, 
raised  four  feet  above  the  bank,  formed  of  the  earth  thrown 
from  a  shallow  excavation  below  it.  This  is  jto  be  rendered 
more  secure  by  a  hedge  of  picket-work,  musket-proof,  rais- 
ed on  the  top.  This  wall,  of  course  is  to  be  a  circle  of  one 
hundred  and  two  feet  diameter. 

The  heavy  rain,  and  great  distance  of  the  brig,  prevented 
..the  landing  of  more  than  four  boat  loads  of  her  cargo  to  day. 
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The  Settlement  requires  better  schools  than  it  hat  ever  yet 
bad  ;  an  able  and  faithful  Missionary,  who  should  be  entirely 
and  exclusively  occupied  in  his  work,  and  the  presence  of  ^ 
greater  number  of  persons,  whose  character  would  command 
respect,  and  possess  a  weight  that  should  be  felt. 

The  following  arrangement  has  been  adopted  for  disposing 
of  the  fifteen  native  Africans  brought  out  in  the  brig : 

1.  They  are  to  form  a  community  by  themselves,  entirely 
unconnected,  except  in  worship,  and  as  hereafter  stated,  with 
the  other  Colonists.  Tbey  reside  together,  under  the  con- 
stant direction  of  Major  T.  Draper,  a  single  man,  who  con- 
stantly occupies  apartments  connected  with  tbeir's. 

2.  Their  Superintendent  is  to  control  their  hours  of  rising 
and  sleeping,  lead  the  family  devotions,  diligently  instruct 
them  in  reading,  writing,  figures,  and  the  principles  of  chris* 
tianity,  from  three  to  four  hours,  daily. 

3.  D.  George  is  appointed  to  take  charge  of  them  at  a  par* 
ticular  hour  every  day,  lead  them  into  the  field,  and  teach 
them  Agriculture,  for  several  hours ;  subject  to  future  desig- 
nation. 

4.  Draper  ja  to  be  responsible  for  the  good  order,  cleanli- 
ness, and  good  conduct  of  the  boys-— rules,  premiums,  penal- 
ties, are  established.  Cleanliness,  order,  and  industry  must 
be  carried  to  the  last  degree  of  perfection  amongst  them. 

The  reasons  for  this  arrangement,  are  the  following :  No 
other  would  offer  these  persons  the  constant  superintendence 
and  all  that  minute  and  laborious  instruction  which  they  re- 
quire. Whatever  trades  they  may  hereafter  learn,  tbey  all  need 
to  understand  Agriculture,  in  such  an  establishment  as  this. 
Finally,  they  will  be  preserved  in  a  great  measure,  from  th* 
vicious  examples  of  others. 

Friday,  Jugust  23r d. 

About  twenty  persons  arrived  from  Grand  Bassa,  having 

travelled  on  the  beach  a  day  and  a  half,  and  bringing  with  them 

a  plentiful  supply  of  rice,  and  cassada,  a  few  goats,  sheep  and 

fowls,  and  a  little  palm-oil.    Their  conductor,  well  known 
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for  his  intelligence  and  activity,  gave  the  assurance  that  the 
Colony  can  be  easily  furnished  with  all  the  rice,  honey  and 
goats  they  can  consume,  from  Bassa  alone. 

At  noon  to-day,  Mrs.  Blake,  one  of  the  women  just  arrived 
in  the  Strong,  was  violently  attacked  with  every  symptom 
of  inflammatory  fever.  She  had  exposed  herself  imprudently 
to  the  wet,  and  was  lodged  in  a  house  without  a  floor. 

King  George,  one  of  the  petty  head  men,  whose  signatures 
are  affixed  to  the  deed  executed  by  Dr.  Ayres  and  Lieutenant 
Stockton,  and  whose  residence  is  nearly  within  musket  shot 
of  the  Settlement,  conscious  of  his  own  guilty  and  perfidious 
conduct,  afraid  of  the  resentment  of  the  Agent,  and  bitterly 
hostile  to  the  Colony,  absented  himself  from  his  town  within 
three  days  after  the  arrival  of  the  brig,  and  has  neither  re- 
turned, nor  had  any  communication  with  the  Colony  since. 

That  George  is  anxious  to  cut  off  every  foreigner  on  Mont- 
serado,and  forever  prevent  their  forming  a  Settlement,  there 
can  be  no  doubt.  Vague  reports  are  flying  in  daily  from  dif- 
ferent quarters,  that  he  is  now  exerting  himself  strenuously 
to  raise  a  force  sufficient  to  effect  this  purpose.  80  much  are 
the  native  labourers,  employed  in  the  Settlement,  moved  by 
what  they  see  and  hear  of  George's  designs  upon  it,  that  they 
nearly  all  retire  at  the  approach  of  night  to  the  different  towns 
m  the  neighbourhood,  to  lodge. 

Sunday,  August  25th. 

Worship  as  usual.  The  thermometer  has  remained  sta- 
tionary, or  very  neatly  so,  at  77  degrees,  since  the  arrival 
of  the  brig  in  Africa. 

In  consequence  of  imprudent,  but  unavoidable  fatigue  and 
exposure  to  the  rain  and  water,  and  of  sitting  for  several 
hoars  in  a  newly  plastered  meeting  house,  the  Agent  had  a 
chill  this  evening,  followed  by  a  high  fever  through  the  night. 
It  subsided  in  a  copious  sweat  towards  morning. 

The  African  fever  seems  unavoidable  to  a  foreigner, 
though  it  may  be  much  mitigated  by  proper  caution. 
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Monday,  August  26th. 

Fresh  rumours  are  constantly  arriving  from  the  southward, 
respecting  King  George's  hostile  movements.  Some  of  our 
native  labourers  begin  to  solicit  a  discharge. 

Our  means  of  defence  are,  thirty  effective  men,  one  brass* 
field  piece,  a  six  pounder,  one  iron  piece  of  ordnance  of  the 
same  size,  one  iron  four  pounder,  and  two  swivels.  These  are 
mounted.  We  have  unmounted,  one  long  eighteen  pounder, 
and  three  iron  four  pounders,  one  or  two  of  which  are  pro- 
bably useless.  There  are  barely  muskets  enough  to  arm  the 
men,  and,  for  the  present,  a  sufficiency  of  suitable  ammuni- 
tion. 

Saturday,  August  3 1st. 

The  strength  of  the  Colony  was  to-day  thus  organized,  and 
the  accompanying  orders  issued  : 

1.  The  Settlement  is  under  military  law. 
9.  E.  Johnston  is  Commissary  of  Stores. 

3.  R.  Sampson  is  Commissary  of  Ordnance. 

4.  L.  Carey,  Health  Officer  and  General  Inspector. 

5.  F.  James,  Capt.  brass  mounted  field  piece,  and  has  as- 
signed to  his  command,  R.  Newport,  M.  S.  Draper,  Win. 
Meade,  and  J.  Adams'. 

6.  J&.  James,  Capt.  long  18,  and  under  his  command,  J.  Ben- 
son, £.  Smith,  Wm.  Hollinger,  D.  Hawkins,  John,. and  Thos. 
Spencer. 

7.  J.Shaw,  Capt,  of  the  southern  picket  station,  mounting 
two  iron  guns.  To  his  command  are  attached,  L.  Campbell, 
E.  Jackson,  J.  Lawrence,  L.  Crock,  and  Geo.  Washington. 

8.  D.  George,  Capt  of  the  eastern  picket  station,  mounting 
two  iron  guns.  Attached  are,  A.  Edmondsoo,  Jos-Gardener, 
Josh.  Webster,  and  J.  Carey. 

9.  C .  Brander,  Capt.  of  a  carriage  mounting  two  swivels,  to 
act  in  concert  with  the  brass  piece,  and  move  from  station  to 
station  as  the  occasion  may  require.  Attached  are,  T.  Tines 
and  L.  Butler. 
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10.  Every  man  is  to  have  his  musket  and  ammunition  with 
him  even  while  on  duty  at  the  large  guns. 

11.  Every  officer  is  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  the  men 
placed  under  him,  who  are  to  obey  him  at  their  peril. 

12.  The  guns  are  all  to  be  got  ready  for  action  immediate* 
ly,  and  every  effective  man  to  be  employed  on  the  pickets. 

13.  Five  stations  to  be  occupied  by  the  guards  by  night, 
till  other  orders  shall  be  given. 

14.  No  ageless  firing  permitted. 

15.  In  case  of  an  alarm,  every  man  is  to  repair  instantly  to 
his  post,  and  do  his  duty. 

Thursday,  September  \2th. 

*  bain  falls  in  floods.  The  sick  all  seem  better,  except  Mrs. 
Ashmun.  She  is  speechless,  and  almost  without  her  reason. 
Tbere  is  no  rational  hope  of  her  recovery.  All  remedies  on 
which  her  husband  dares  to  venture,  have  been  tried  in  vain. 
fie  now,  with  a  burdened  heart,  resigns  ber  up  to  her  God ; 
•iid,  scarcely  able  to  support  himself,  painfully  watches  over 
what  he  considers  the  last  hoars  of  her  mortal  existence. 
When  last  possessed  of  the  power  of  reflection,  she  declared 
herself  happy  in  her  God,  and  to  possess  not  a  wish  which  was 
not  absorbed, in  his  holy  will.  The  reading  of  the  Scriptures 
seemed  principally  to  feed  and  revive  her  faith  iu  the  pre- 
cious Redeemer.  She  teemed  to  have  intercourse  with  God 
in  prayer.  Her  husband  may  follow  her  in  a  few  days,  or 
weeks,  at  ihost,  and  he  here  ventures  to  record  it  as  the  first 
wish  of  his  heart,  that  the  will  of  the  Lord  may  be  done. 

The  occupations  of  the  colonists  are  suspended  on  account 
•f  the  rains. 

No.  2* 

To  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  American  Colonisation  Society. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Agent  of  the  Society,  dated  Mont$e- 

rado,  September,  1822. 
Gen tlsmen  :  Sensible  bow  important  and  desirable  to  the 
Board  the  most  exact  information  in  relation  to  this  Settlement 
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must  prove  at  the  present  time,  I  have  taken  the  trouble,  in  the 
midst  of  innumerable  other  cares  and  labours,  and  worn  down 
with  the  fever  of  the  climate,  to  prepare  an  abstract  of  my 
Journal  from  America,  for  your  satisfaction,  together  with 
an  exact  and  entire  Transcript  of  the  entry  on  the  Colonial 
Journal,  since  our  arrival.  This  journal,  1  judged  fit  to  open 
'on  the  day  of  my  landing,  and  intend  that  a  copy  of  it  shall 
always  remain  in  the  Colony,  open  for  public  inspection  and 
use,  and  a  duplicate  agreeing  with  the  former,  even  to  the 
paging,  be  from  time  to  time  sent  home  to  the  Board,  as  the 
best,  and  only  effectual  means  of  keeping  them  fully  informed 
of  what  passes  in  their  Settlement. 

A  reference  to  those  journals  renders  it  useless  to  enlarge 
'in  any  other  form  of  communication. 

Bad  I  found  any  other  Agent  present,  I  intended  to  devote 
a  large  part  of  my  time  during  the  continuance  of  the  brig 
here,  to  a  particular  survey  of  the  Cape,  harbour,  river, 
'coasts,  effttrral  history,  and  native  tribes  of  the  country.  But 
all  the  information  I  send,  is  necessarily  general,  and  conse- 
quently must  prove  unsatisfactory. 

But  should  God,  in  his  goodness,  preserve  me  to  send,  or 
return  by  another  vessel  visiting  this  country  from  America, 
I  pledge  myself  to  the  Board,  to  supply,  in  some  measure, 
the  deficiency  of  the  information  furnished  by  the  present 
conveyance. 

Permit  me  here  to  add  a  few  particulars  as  they  occur : 

1  be  whole  Cape  (by  Cape  I  mean  a  promontory  of  4  miles 
in  extent,)  is  of  nearly  equal  elevation  throughout  the  whole 
extent,  running  in  a  N.  Westerly  and  S.  Easterly  direction, 
and  terminating  in  a  double,  or  bifurcated  point.  The  river 
washes  the  N.  side  of  this  promontory  two  miles  before  it 
falls  into  the  sea ;  and  its  width  from  the  river  and  sea  on  the 
K.  side  to  the  ocean  South,  is  from  2  miles  to  3-4  mile.  The 
acclivity  from  the  N.  side  is  abrupt,  the  descent  towards  the 
South, 'gentle,  and  near  the  sea  contains  an  excellent  tract  of 
table  land. — The  whole  of  this  Cdpe,  except  the  alluvial  table 
tondon'the  south  side,  is  of  volcanic  origin.    Two  kinds  of 
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stones  only  are  found  ;  and  these  are  abundant.  The  first  is 
lava,  in  a  state  of  partial  decomposition,  and  exceedingly 
friable.  The  other  is  of  the  limestone  species,  and  almost 
incapable  of  being  split  or  reduced,  with  the  heaviest 
hammers. 

The  wood  on  the  Cape  is  as  lofty,  and  nearly  as  heavy  as 
that  of  our  sturdiest  forests  in  America.    On  the  table  lands 
it  is  lighter.     Some  extensive  tracts,  containing  a  rich  soil  are 
nearly  covered  with  brush  wood.     Our  force  here  can  clear 
for  planting,  ten  acres  of  it  in  a  day.     Whole  forests  here  are 
strongly  bound  together,  and  rendered  nearly  or  quite  imper- 
vious by  a  profusion  of  rank  vines  of  all  sizes  ;  some  nearly 
as  large  as  a  small  cable,  which  creep,  wind,  and  intertwine 
with  other  trees  and  themselves  in  all  possible  directions. 
Often  a  dozen  trees  must  be  separated  from  their  trunks 
before  one  can  be  brought  to  the  ground. 

Fish,  in  the  river's  mouth  are  very  numerous,  especially 
in  the  dry  season  :  many  of  them  are  large— all  that  I  have 
seen,  excellent.  We  need  another  seine  j  the  old  one  being 
nearly  gone. 

Every  day  I  bless  anew  that  favouring  Providence,  which 
eventually  led  your  Agents  to  establish  the  Settlement  on'Cape 
Montserado.  Not  an  hour  have  I  spent  here  without  feeling 
the  refreshing  and  salutary  influences  of  a  fresh  breeze  from 
the  ocean.  The  Settlement  can  never  be  without  it  When 
comfortable  habitations  are  built,  a  foreigner  would  endanger 
his  health  by  a  residence  here,  no  more  than  by  spending  the. 
same  time  in  sailing  down  the  coast.  I  am  confident  we 
neither  have  experienced  nor  shall  experience,  more  sickness 
on  shore,  than  we  should,  lying  off  the  coast.  The  crew  of 
the  brig,  although,  (unfortunately  for  us)  nearly  seven  miles 
distant,  have  suffered  at  least  as  much  as  we.— Could  a  per- 
son from  America  spend  one  week  of  the  rainy  season  on  this 
coast,  on  board  a  ship  or  ashore,  he  would  find  no  difficulty 
as  to  the  great  cause  of  fever  to  new  comers.  In  other  parts 
of  Africa  it  may  be  different ;  but  on  Montserado  the  cause  of 
sickness  is  not  marsh  miasma,  nor  exhalations  from  the  earth, 
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nor  the  influence  of  the  sun,  but  an  atmosphere  loaded  with 
oceans  of  vapour,  surcharged,  and  more  than  saturated  with 
moisture.  For  mouths  this  humid  quality  of  the  air  receives 
not  the  least  correction  or  abatement,  day  or  night.  In  fact, 
we  live  in  a  bath  during  this  season.  Contrary  to  all  former 
prejudices,  1  have  indulged  daily  in  the  use  of  spirits,  wine, 
and  bark,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  tone  to  the  system,  and 
bracing  it  up  against  the  relaxing  influence  of  a  soaked  and 
watery  atmosphere  ;  and  have  found  benefit  from  the  prac- 
tice 

1  will  only  say  of  the  healthiness  of  Montserado,  that  no 
situation  in  Western  Africa  can  be  more  salubrious.  The 
sea  air  does  all  that  can  be  done  for  it  in  this  climate.  One 
peculiarity  is,  that  the  night  air  is  nearly  as  pure  as  any  other. 
The  fevers  with  which  our  company  has  been  visited  have 
all  been  nearly  of  the  same  type  ;  quotidian  and  tertian  inter- 
mittent ;  rather  of  the  putrescent  than  inflammatory  character  ; 
commonly  gentle  in  degree,  and  easily  subdued  by  remedies. 
Such  has  been  the  character  of  the  sickness,  so  far.  The 
violent  symptoms  of  the  Sherbro  fever  have  not,  in  a  solitary 
case,  manifested  themselves. 

The  rapidity  and  luxuriance  of  vegetation  here,  the  na- 
tives of  temperate  latitudes  can  scarcely  imagine.  I  distri- 
buted a  few  handfulls  of  garden  seeds  on  landing  Three 
days  after,  application  was  made  to  me  for  more  seeds,  and 
I  was  ioformed  that  those  first  distributed  were  above  ground. 
A  crop  of  beans  now  on  the  ground,  grows,  without  supporters, 
3  1-2  feet  high.  The  pods  are  on  an  average,  eleven  inches 
long.  The  seed  was  brought  from  America.  If  the  season 
be  not  too  far  advanced  for  planting,  it  will  be  the  fault  of  the 
Colony,  if  they  are  ever  without  the  greatest  abundance  and 
variety  of  vegetables. 

I  am  very  sorrj  to  state  that  we  have  cleared  and  planted 
but  a  small  quantity  of  land.  It  was  a  first  object  of  attention 
to  unload  the  brig*.  Before  this  was  completed,  that  trouble- 
some man  George,  began  to  collect  his  forces,  and  obliged  u* 
to  employ  the  whole  of  our  little  force  in  constructing  fortifi* 
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cations,  mounting  our  guns,  and  patrolling  (be  woods.  Such 
are  our  employments  at  this  date  (6th  Sept.)  But  we  have 
now  nearly  completed  our  fence  works ;  and  I  intend,  with 
God's  help,  to  put  the  people  immediately  on  clearing  and 
planting.  A  plentiful  supply  of  vegetables,  1  believe,  are 
secured  to  the  present  and  any  probable  additional  number 
of  settlers  that  may  come  out.  But  another  year  must  come 
round  before  we  can  cultivate  rice  and  Indian  corn  enough 
to  supply  the  Settlement  with  bread. 

I  now  find  the  great  advantage  of  having  been  bred  a  far- 
mer. 

It  will  perhaps  be  expected  that  1  say  something  of  the 
character  and  disposition  of  the  people.     The  old  stock,  it  is> 
well  known,  have  undergone  so  many  sittings,  that  few  un- 
worthy characters  can  be  supposed  to  remain.    This  1  believe 
to  be  the  fact.     Some  of  them  1  would  confidently  class  with 
the  most  deserving  of  men.     Indolence,  and  a  disposition  to 
consider  the  Society  as  under  a  sort  of  obligation  to  do  all  for 
them,  without  any  other  return  than  their  consenting  to  live, 
and  fish,  and  hunt,  and  barter,  in  Africa,  are  faults  which 
infect  a  few  of  the  young  men.     The  most  effectual  steps 
have  been  taken  to  correct  this  evil.     The  Society  may  rely 
on  its  cure,  if  possible,  by  inspiring  better  ideas  ;  if  neces- 
sary, by  dropping  the  implicated  individuals  from  the  Society's 
lists.     Nothing  is  lost  to  the  strength  of  the  Settlement  by  the 
dismission  of  persons  of  this  description.     Take  their  rations, 
and  you  may  hire  three-fold  the  labour  to  be  done  by  natives, 
which  they  could  render.     But  I  have  found  much  more  to 
applaud  than  to  censure  in  these  people.     Of  those  recently 
arrived,  the  best  hopes  may  be  entertained :  industry,  sobri- 
ety, and  piety  characterize  them  generally.    There  is,  I 
fear,  one  lazy  individual  among  them  ;  and  one,  who,  for  a 
mis-step  committed  here,  has  bad  his  name  erased  from  the 
colonists,  and  only  resides  in  the  Settlement  by  suffrage. 

Few  circumstances  are  of  more  consequence  to  the  So* 
ciety,  than  to  understand  with  precision,  the  advantages  and 
disadvantages,  of  sending  out  settlers,  and  landing,  at  differ- 
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ent  seasons  of  the  year.  The  following  is  all  1  can  say,  with 
certainty  on  these  points.  When  the  Cape  is  a  little  more 
cleared  away,  and  dry,  airy,  and  substantial  dwellings  built, 
I  do  not  conceive  it  a  matter  of  the  greatest  importance,  to 
the  health  of  settlers,  at  what  season  they  land  here.  The 
commencement  of  the  rains  would  be  the  least  favourable. 
But  of  any  other  season,  there  is  little  to  choose.  The  con- 
stitution  will  be  a  little  tried  by  the  climate,  in  the  course  of 
the  year,  arrive  when  the  settler  may. 

Houses  of  the  description  just  named,  will,  with  God's 
blessing,  be  erected  early  in  the  approaching  dry  season. 
As  regards  the  landing,  a  vessel  arriving  in  the  rainy  season, 
is  sure  to  encounter  the  wind  and  swell  from  S.  S.  W:  for 
more  than  three  months,  it  has  not  varied  three  points  from 
that  quarter ;  nor  will  it,  till  the  dry  season  begins,  then  it 
blows  one  half  the  twenty-four  hours  in  the  same  direction » 
the  other  half  offshore,  directly  from  the  opposite  quarter. 
The  constant  S.  S.  W.  winds  roll  an  incessant  swell  on  the 
beach. 

There  is  but  one  safe  and  easy  method  of  unloading  a  ves* 
sel  arriving  here  in  the  rain  ;  that  is  by  transporting  a  part  of 
her  cargo  to  a  small  schooner,  which  ought  always  to  lie 
here.    The  rest  can  be  sent  ashore,  watching  the  opportu- 
nity, and  selecting  the  calmest  time.    From  the  schooner 
the  stores  may  be  got  ashore  as  needed,  or  some  of  them  may 
stay  on  board  till  the  dry  season.     We  have  suffered  great 
inconvenience,  and  incurred  additional  expense  from  the  ab- 
sence of  both  our  schooners.     A  ship  arriving  between  the 
months  of  October  and  March,  both  inclusive,  will  find  safe  and 
delightful  anchorage  near  the  shore,  and  send  her  smallest 
boats  in,  loaded  to  the  water's  edge,  on  any  part  of  the 
beach.    Better  anchorage,  or  better  landing  cannot  be  de- 
sired. 

Vessels  of  all  descriptions,  arriving  here  at  any  season  of 
the  year,  should  come  to  anchor  as  directed  in  the  Journal, 
page  10,  making  the  point  of  the  Cape  to  bear  S.  £.  or  S.  S.  E. 
and  never  more  than  one  mile  distant,  in  from  seven  to  six* 
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teea  fathoms*  Here  she  mast  lie,  if  in  the  rainy  season  ;  if 
in  the  dry,  a  pilot  will  bring  her  a  mile  nearer  shore,  in 
water  of  nearly  tbe  same  depth.*  These  directions,  if  fol. 
lowed ,  will  save  cables,  anchors,  and  infinite  trouble.  If  an 
expedition  is  ready  to  leave  America,  I  should  never  advise 
them  to  stay  for  the  rainy  season,  although  the  preference  is 
always  to  be  given  to  the  dry.  A  schooner  here,  would  how. 
ever  obviate  all  difficulties. 

The  inquiry  will   be  made,  what  does  the  Colony  now 
need  from  home  ?  In  reply — They  are  abundantly  supplied 
with  tools  for  one  year,  (1  mean  those  now  present)  they  have 
a  fertile  country  before  them.     These  are  the  main  points* 
They  have  also  every  other  necessary  for  six  months.    What 
we  shall  soonest  need,  will  be  some  domestic  and  cheap  wool- 
len   goods,  for  coats,  and  two  or  three  hogsheads  of   long 
leafed  tobacco,  to  buy  rice,  goats,  &c.  from  the   natives. 
Owing  to  the  infancy  of  the  establishment,  and  my  anxiety 
to  make  improvements,  we  are  obliged  to  employ  more  native 
labourers,  than  would  otherwise  be  expedient    We  get  them 
for  about  four  ounces  of  raw  tobacco  a  oW,  they   finding 
themselves.    The  construction  of  the  fort,  wilt  swallow  up  a 
great  amount  of  their  labour.    But  it  is  a  work  which  cannot 
be  dispensed  with.    Till  we  have  it,  we  shall  every  week  be 
liable  to  suffer  interruptions  and  insults.    When  completed, 
I  fully  believe,  not  a  dog  will  move  his  tongue  against  us. 

1  am  informed  that  George  had  collected  a  small  force,  say 
6f  100  men,  and  intended  to  attack  us  the  very  night  before 
we  got  our  large  guns  over  and  posted,  in  different  positions, 
in  and  near  the  Settlement :  and  that  this  circumstance  en- 
tirely deterred  him  frota  the  design  ;  as  it  was  impossible 
to  bring  a  man  within  cannon  shot  of  the  Settlement.  This 
fact  shows  how  necessary  a  commanding  position,  mounted 

•  Sine*  this,  was  written,  Dr.  ayres  has  been  informed  that  tbe  sand- 
bar has  fee*, broken  by  tbe. violence  of  the  waves,  and  that  vessels  are 
now,  or  will  toon  be,  enabled  to  sail  up  to  tbe  Settlement,  where  they 
will  be  sheltered  by  the  lofty  Cape. 
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With  a  good  battery  of  guns,  is  to  our  safety  and  quiet,  and 
how  effectual  it  would  prove  to  this  end. 

Were  I  to  advise,  I  should  give  it  as  my  opinion,  that  the 
next  vessel  which  sails  from  America,  should  bring  oat, 

1.  Provisions,  or  Tobacco  sufficient  to  purchase  provisions 
for  all  new  comers,  for  six  months. 

2.  Agricultural  tools,  (axes,  hoes,  spades,  bill-hooks,  brush- 
scythes  and  pick-axes)  enough  for  the  same  persons  one  year. 
Also  three  dozen  axes,  two  dozen  hatchets,  and  two  dozen 
bill-  hooks,  also  some  stone  hammers. 

3.  Domestic  cottons,  a  plentiful  supply,  for  all  the  settlers, 
white,  checked  and  striped  ;  also,  European  coarse  hemp 
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and  linen,  for  trowsers. 

4.  An  inconsiderable  additional  supply  of  leather  and  shoe- 
thread. 

5.  Some  groceries — as  tea,  molasses,  sugar,  flour,  meal, 
wine,  vinegar  and  spirits,  for  the  Agents  and  sick. 

6.  As  much  money,  as  the  Society  chooses  ;  to  boy  rice, 
goats,  fowls,  &c.  and  hire  labour,  of  the  natives.*  -  • 

The  Gentlemen  of  the  Board,  will  expect  me  to  say  some- 
thing of  the  l^sulity  of  the  natives.     There  is  not  a  king  of 
head  man,  within  50  or  80  miles  of  us,  who  can  arm,  properly, 
50  men-    They  are  cowardly  in  the  extreme,  and  have  little 
control  ever  their  men.     Besides,  there  is  the  same  jealousy 
and  political  selfishness  existing  among  them,  which  has  serv- 
ed so  much,  to  check  the  accumulation  of  power,  and  the 
prosecution  of  their  ambitious  schemes,  among  the  different 
States  of  Europe.    Not  one  of  them,  1  fear,  but  is  made  up  of 
perfidy,   and  wholly  governed  by   hid  immediate   views  of 
interest.     But  most  think  it  for  their  interest  to  let  us  alone, 
and  suffer  us  to  create  them  a  market  for  the  surplus  produce 
of  the  country.      Hundreds  hope  to  teach  their  children  En- 
glish, and  some  of  the  arts  of  civilization,  through  oar  means. 
Others,  have  a  terrific  conception  d£  our  power,  and  that  of 
our  nation.    Besides,  no  schemes  of  war,  can  be  contrived, 
without  coming  to  our  ears  for  weeks  before  they  can  ripen. 
Troops  of  people  come  in  from  all  the  surrounding  country* 
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with  rice,  goats,  fowls,  and  vegetables,  daily.    They  let  m 
know  all  they  hear,  and  foolish  enough,  much  of  it  is  too. 
All  the  movements  of  the  natives  must  be  first  agreed  upon 
in  a  noisy  and  protracted  "  palaver."    It  is  morally  certain, 
we  shall  not  be  taken  by  them  on  surprise  :  and  with  God's 
blessing,  no  force  they  can  raise,  will  much  injure  as,  if  pre- 
pared for  them.    The  general  measures  of  the  Society,  ought 
not,  I  beg  leave  to  say,  to  be  in  the  least  affected  by  the  possi* 
hie  hostility  of  the  natives.    We  use  every  precaution  to 
guard  against  surprise,  and  employ  every  means  of  defence 
id  our  power ;  and  then  lie  down  at  night  and  sleep  with  at 
little  apprehension  of  danger,  as  we  should  in  America. 

A  good  Missionary,  a  good  School -Master,  and  a  good  School- 
Mistress,  are  more  wanted  here,  than  I  fear,  1  can  make  the 
Board  imagine.  Aside  from  the  most  important  of  ell  the  in- 
terests of  the  colonists,  there  is  not  a  point  in  which  our  con- 
dition would  not  be  improved,  materially  improved,  by  these 
iastructera.  I  wish  they  might  all  be  judicious,  able,  and 
pious  white  people. 

The  Board  will  perceive,  by  consulting  the  Journal,  what 
arrangements  1  have  made  to  supply,  the  want  of  able  instruct- 
ors. They  are  the  best  that  can  be  made,  but  lame,  after 
all. 

I  must  also  refer  to  the  Journal,  for  the  By-Laws  and  re- 
gulations, which  I  have  seen  fit  to  adopt  Several  usages 
are  there  noticed,  which  1  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  abolish* 
My  reasons  are  given.  Your  Obedient  Servant, 

J.  ASHMUN- 


.  No.  3. 

Extract  from  Commodore  Sir  George  R.  CoWer's  seeond  annual 
Report,  in  1820,  upon  the  Settlements  on  the  African  Coast. 
Speaking  of  the  American  attempt  to  form  an  establishment  at  Shed 

BffO,  be  ©beervee— 
"  Cape  Mount,  or  Blontserado,  would  have  held  out  different 

prospects,  and  .would  also  have  removed  those  feelings  of  jea> 
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lousy  so  naturally  excited  from  choosing  a  spot  so  closely  con- 
nected with  Sierra  Leone.  If  ever  the  Sherbro  shall  become 
more  healthful,  it  can  only  be  useful  to  Sierra  Leone. 

"Had  America,  who,  excepting  Great  Britain,  appears 
more  in  earnest  than  any  other  nation,  established  her  lately 
attempted  Settlement  at  Cape  Montserado,or  even  at  Cape 
Mount,  she  would  at  least  have  secured  a  more  healthful,  and 
by  far  a  more  convenient  spot  than  her  late  ill  chosen  one  m 
the  Sherbro.  And  an  establishment  by  America,  either  at 
Cape  Mount  or  Cape  Montserado,  would  have  afforded  to  the 
friends  of  humanity  the  most  rational  hopes, that  in  the  imme- 
diate neighbourhood  of  the  American  Colony  the  demand  for 
Slaves  would  have  been  checked,  and  thus  a  Settlement  would 
liave  been  formed,  useful  to  the  purposes  of  future  civilisa- 
tion ;  and  from  its  actual,  though  distant,  intercourse  with  the 
frontiers  of  Gaman  and  Ashantee,  have  opened  the  line  for 
lucrative  speculation  to  the  American  merchant,  and  with  the 
additional  advantage  of  doing  so  withoot  interfering  in  any  way 
with  the  increasing  prosperity  of  the  British  Colony  of  Sierra 
Leone. 

"  Indeed,  an  American  establishment  at  either  of  the  points 
I  have  mentioned,  with  one  by  the  British  at  Cape  Palmne, 
would  have  formed  a  sufficiently  connecting  link  to  have  real* 
ized  the  hope  of  the  philanthropist,  that  Christianity  would 
have  been  soon  propagated  north,  south,  and  east,  and  slavery 
gradually  abolished/* 


No.  4. 

Dr.  Ayres'  account  of  Regent's  Town,  Sierra  Leone. 

On  the  subject  of  the  capability  of  the  Negro,  let  us  hear 
what  facts  declare  ;  let  us  hear  the  voice  of  Regent's  Town . 
This  town  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain,  about  eight 
miles  from  Free  Town,  and  was  begun  about  seven  years  ago. 
It  contains  from  twelve  to  fourteen  hundred  inhabitants,  all 
captured  Africans,  taken  since  that  time  from  slave  vessels. 
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The  writer  of  this  article  risked  then  about  000  jeer  age, 
and  wsa  aeost  agreeably  surprised  at  the  order  and  improve- 
ment which  was  manifested.    He  arrived  id  the  evening ; 
next  morning  being  aooday,  not  e  person  was  to  be  seen  in 
the  streets ;  a  calmness  reigned  as  solemn  and  profound  aft 
had  done  sis  years  before,  when  nothing  was  heard  in  the 
wilderness  bat  the  softly  creeping  tread  of  the  leopard  when 
preparing  to  spring  upon  his  prey.     A  few  minutes  before  8 
A.  M.  the  children  of  the  school  were  arranged  in  a  line, 
classed  according  to  their  mechanical  occupation,,  each  class 
dressed  in  a  uniform  proper  to  itself,  with  the  master-work- 
man at  its  head,  who  was  responsible  for  the  behaviour  of  his 
class.    When  the  time  arrived  for  morning  prayer,  this  in- 
teresting group  of  two  hundred,  moved  in  order  to  their  seats 
in  the  church.    There  were  about  five  hundred  in  all  who 
attended  morning  prayer  in  the  church.    After  they  had 
retired  from  church  in  the  same  order  in  which  they  entered, 
there  was  no  more  seen  of  them  until  the  bell  rang  at  the  re- 
gular hoar  of  worship.    At  once,  as  though  the  whole  village 
had  been  moved  by  a  magic  spring,  there  was  seen  between 
twelve  and  fourteen  hundred  in  the  street,  cleanly  and  decent* 
Jy  clad  with  the  Bible  under  their  arms,  moving  towards  the 
church.    1  perceived  issuing  from  the  mountain  about  a  do- 
ten  young  men,  proceeding  Indian  file,  with  their  Bibles  un- 
der their  arms*    On  enquiring  who  they  were,  1  was  inform- 
ed they  were  scholars  from  their  classical  school ;  they  had 
been  selected  for  their  piety  and  superieur  attainments,  and 
were  preparing  to  retorn  to  their  native  land  as  Missionaries, 
to  declare  the  joyful  tidings  of  their  emancipation  to  their  be- 
nighted countrymen.    They  had  made  a  progress  in  the  stu- 
dy of  the  languages,  which  would  not  disgrace  the  students  of 
our  most  boasted  seminaries.     It  was  an  occasion  of  this  kind 
that  caused  a  British  Admiral  to  exclaim,  "  See  ! !  Behold 
what  religion  can  do."    It  casts  an  additional  grandeur  and 
solemnity  over  those  scenes,  to  reflect  that  it  is  only 
jears  since  the  late  Rev.  John  Newton  was  roaming  over  a 
part  of  these  grounds,  a  slave  to  a  savage,  and  himself  the 
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"iellestofthefell,"  and  that  now  bis  inimitable  hymns  are 
here  wafted  to  the  portals  of  Heaven  in  their  own  native  Ian* 
guage.  Let  him  who  is  disposed  to  deny  the  Negro  the  com* 
mon  faculties  which  are  possessed  by  the  rest  of  Adam's 
race,  reflect  upon  these  things. 


No.  5. 

Judge  KttgourU  Utter,  making  an  offer  of  certain  Slaves  to  tkt 

Society, 

Georgetown,  February  17th,  1813* 
Dear  Sir  :    In  a  late  conversation  with  Mr.  Mortimer 
M'llhany,  of  Loudon  County,  Virginia,  touching  the  Coloniza- 
tion Society,  its  objects,  prospects  and  usefulness,  be  sigoi6ed 
his  wish  to  dispose  of  his  Negroes  according  to  the  plan  pro* 
posed  by  them  ;  and  I  beg  leave  now,  through  you,  in  his  be- 
half, to  make  to  the  society  the  proposition  to  receive  them. 
They  have  not  yet  been  consulted  on  the  subject,  but  he  has 
no  doubt  but  they  can  be  induced  to  settle  upon  the  shores  of 
their  ancestors  ;  and  he  is  anxious  to  have  the  aid  of  the  So* 
cietv  in  carrying  into  effect  that  object    He  thinks  that  his 
mother  and  aunt  would  unite  with  him  in  the  plan,  and  the 
three  together  hold  forty  or  fifty  Negroes.    He  desires  to  be 
informed  of  the  present  condition  of  the  Society,  and  whether 
they  have  or  will  adopt  any  plan  of  proceeding  likely  at  an 
early  period  to  further  his  views  and  wishes  with  regard  to  his 
slaves.    I  am,  dear  sir,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

CHAS.  J.  KILGOUR. 
Fiuncis  S.  Key,  Esojl  Georgetown,  Columbia. 


No.  6. 

The  following  letter  from  the  Committee  of  the  Society  of 
Christian  Morals  in  Paris,  to  the  President  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Peace  Society,  with  the  accompanying  document, 
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was  transmitted  by  Rev.  Noah  Worcester,  D.  D.  to  the 
President  of  the  Massachusests  Society  to  aid  in  the  sup- 
pression  of  the  Slave  Trade  ;  and  they  are  now  published 
by  direction  of  the  Managers  of  that  Society. 

[translation.] 

SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  MORALS. 

Committee  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

Sir — Nothing  which  interests  humanity  is  foreign  to  Peace 

Societies.  We  have  therefore  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that 

the  Society  of  Christian  Morals,  whose  design  and  labours  are 

known  to  yon,  has  appointed  a  Committee  to  devise  the  most 

suitable  means  of  furthering  the  effectual  Abolition  of  the 

Slave-trade. 

We  think  that  the  religious  and  philanthropic  undertaking 
is  entitled  to  the  good  wishes  of  the  respectable  society  over 
wh.ich  you  preside.  We  have,  therefore,  the  honttir  to  send 
you  twenty-five  copies  of  the  Regulations  of  the  Committee, 
requesting  you  to  communicate  it  to  the  members  of  the 
Peace  Society.  We  trust  that  you  will  second  our  endeavours 
by  your  counsel  and  encouragement ;  and  we  shall  receive 
with  gratitude,  any  communications  from  you,  relating  to  the 
object  of  our  labours.  Accept,  Sir,  the  assurances  of  our 
high  consideration. 

TURCKHEIM,  Vice  President. 

CH.  REMUSAT,  Secretary. 
To  the  President  of  the  Massachusetts  Peace  Society 


.  [translation.] 
SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  MORALS. 

Committee  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave-trade. 
The  Society  of  Christian  Morals,  formed  under  the  an* 
thority  of  the  government,  and  having  for  its  object,  the  ap- 
plication of  the  principles  of  Christianity  to  the  social  rela*. 
lions  of  life*  being  convinced  that  nothing  is  more  contrary 
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to  Christian  morality  than  the  continuance  of  that  odious  and 
illicit  commerce  known  under  the  name  of  the  Slave-trad* ; 
and  touched  by  the  evils  and  cruelties  without  number,  that 
are  occasioned  by  a  traffick  which  makes  humanity  groan,  and 
degrades  those  who  are  engaged  in  it,  as  well  as  those  who 
are  its  victims,  and  is  a  dishonour  to  any  civilised  nation  that 
shall  any  longer  tolerate  its  existence,  has  chosen  a  committee 
of  its  members,  charged  with  endeavouring,  by  every  means 
in  its  power  of  a  moral  nature,  to  hasten  the  effectual  aboli- 
tion of  the  slave  trade,  which  is  formally  prohibited  by  our 
laws,  and  condemned  by  conscience,  but  is  continued  by  cu- 
pidity. 

The  members  who  compose  the  Committee  are  the  Baron 
de  Turckheim,  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  and  Vice 
President  of  the  Society  of  Christian  Morals  ;  Count  de  Las- 
ftyre,  Vice  President  of  the  Society  of  Christian  Morals ; 
Matron,  President  of  the  consistory  of  the  reformed  church  ; 
Laffon  de  Ladebat,  IAorente,  Baron  de  Stael>  Wilder,  Vernes, 
Wilks,  Charles  Coqueral,  and  Charles .  de  Remusat  ;  and  Cor- 
responding members  in  London,  Joseph  Price  of  the  Society 
of  Friends,  and  General  Macaulay. 

The  committee,  convinced  that  there  will  be  found  ta 
reason  and  general  philanthropy  the  most  powerful  auxiliaries 
to  their  labours,  do  not  fear  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  public 
interest  for  a  cause  which  is  dear  to  religion,  to  morals  and 
to  humanity.  They  .have  in  consequence  determined  to  print 
and  make  public  their  rules  ;  which  are  as  follows  : 

Art.  1.  The  committee  appointed  to  consider  what  aie  the  most  proper 
means,  within  the  powers  and  objects  of  the  society,  to  accelerate  and 
complete  the  abolition  of  the  slave-trade,  shall  consist  of  twelve  mem- 
bers, chosen  by  nominations  submitted  by  the  Council  of  administration  f 
they  to  conform  themselves  to  the  general  rules  of  the  Society. 

Art.  2.  The  committee  will  collect  all  the  circumstances  calculated 
to  produce,  to  increase  and  to  propagate  a  horrour  for  that  unworthy 
traffick,  they  wilt  publish  or  cause  to  be  published,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  Society,  either  In  the  journals  of  the  society,  or  in  other  ways 
the  acts,  or  the  ideas,  which  shall  appear  to  be  suited  to  combat  the) 
prejudices  and  passions  which  have  ljitherto  supported  or  protected  a\ 
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commerce  alike  contrary  ID  tnprsts  and  10  law ;  they  will  encourage  the 
composition  of  such  works  at  will  be  useful  to  the  abolition,  and  the 
translation  of  foreign  works  on  the  same  subject,  where  the  design  and 
tendency  of  them  is  ascertained  ;  they  will  make  known,  and  second 
every  enterprise  which  shall  be  carried  into  effect  with  the  intention  of 
annihilating  directly  or  indirectly  the  slave-trade.  The  publications  in* 
tended  to  appear  in  the  Journal  of  the  Society  snail  first  be  submitted  to 
the  committee  of  poMiontiotu 

Art.  S.  The  committee  is  therefore  authorised  to  open  and  *eriy  on 
a  correspondence,  1st  in  France  and  in  Europe  with  such  societies  and 

■       » 

persons  as  are  devoted  to  the  same  work,  or  are  disposed  to  concur  in  it, 
in  order  to  profit  by  their  counsels,  their  example  and  their  assistance  . 
Id,  beyond  the  continent  of  Europe  in  order  to  confirm  and  encourage 
the  progress  of  eaerttansfor  the  abolition  of  the  slave-trade  and  the  ame- 
lioration of  the  condition  of  the  Macks,  in  different  parts  of -the  globe. 
-.and  especially  to  animate  ami  assist  the  philanthropic  establishments  on 
Che  coast  of  Africa  for  the  civilization  of  the  blacks. 

Art.  4.  The  result  of  this  correspondence,  of  which  an  account  shaU 
be  rendered  to  the  council  of  the  society,  shall  be  made  public,  either  by 
insertion  in  the  journal  of  the  Society,  or  in  some  other  way. 

A  AT.  5.  The  Society  will  accept  contributions,  offered 'by  a  member  of 
the  Society,  or  by  any  ether  person,  appropriated  specifically  ibr  the 
abolition  of  the  slave-trade.  The  committee  is  also  authorised  to  receive 
subscriptions  in  money  or  other  offerings  ibr  the  same  object*  The  dif- 
ferent suras  contributed  will  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of 
Joe  Society,  who  will  keep  a  separate  account  of  them. 

Art.  6  The  expenditures  judged  useful  by  the  committee,  shall  be  sup- 
plied only  out  of  the  special  fund,  except  by  express  authority  o(  the 
co*  ncil  ofad ministration. 

Art.  7.  Besides  the  ordinary  oommtmlcatiens  of  the  committee  with 
the  council  of  administration,  there  shall  be  once  a  year,  a  report  of  all 
their  proceedings,  as  well  as  a  statement  of  the  most  interesting  circum- 
stances which  have  come  under  their  cognizance  in  the  course  of  the  year* 
This  report  shall  be  added  to  the  general  report  of  the  Society,  and  read 
with  it  at  the  annual  general  meeting  conformably  to  the  17th  rule. 

The  committee  will  receive  subscriptions  for  any  sum  which  shall  be 
offered  to  them,  and  communications  from  any  person  who  shall  be  dis- 
posed to  collect  subscriptions  or  enter  into  correspondence  with  these. 
Letters  should  be  addressed /r«  of  expente  to  M.Jf.  les  President  and 
llembres  de  la  Societe  dela  Morale  Chretienne,  rue  Taranne,  No.  12. 

The  amount  of  the  subscriptions  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
Society,  and  by  If.  Dominique  Andre,  banker,  treasurer  of  the  Society 
rut  Cadet  No.  9. 
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No.  7.— Sept  7,  1823. 
The  adjourned  meeting  on  the  subject  of  an  Auxiliary  Colon- 
ization Society,  and  of  a  Society  to  aid  in  the  suppression 
of  the  Slave  Trade,   was  held  on  Wednesday  evening, 
George  Blake,  Esq,  in  the  chair,  Mr.  Lewis  Tappan,  Esq. 
Secretary,  in  the  absence  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Frothingbam, 
who  acted  as  Secretary  at  the  previous  meeting.    The  fol- 
lowing Report  was  presented  by  the  committee  and  read, 
and  after  an  interesting  discussion  of  the  whole  subject,  was 
unanimously  accepted. 
Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  at  Boston  to  consult  about  the 
expediency  of  affording  aid  to  the  Colonization  Society. 
The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  expediency  of 
forming  a  Society  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  funds  of  the 
Colonization  Society,  or  assisting  in  the  suppression  of  the 
slave  trade,  have  paid  such  attention  to  the  subject  referred 
to  them  as  tbe  time  and  their  opportunities  would  permit,  and 
respectfully  submit  the  following  Report : 

Tbe  importance  of  providing  some  remedy  for  the  evils 
arising  from  the  rapid  relative  increase  of  the  black  popula- 
tion in  some  portions  of  our  country  is  becoming  ever}  year 
more  serious.  It  is  now  well  known  that  where  a  slave 
population  abounds  their  ratio  of  increase  is  much  greater 
than,  that  of  the  people  among  whom  they  live. — Hence  the 
time  cannot  be  far  distant,  when  their  numbers  in  some  of 
the  States  and  their  power,  will  predominate  over  that  of 
those  who  hold  them  in  servitude,  unless  some  mode  is  devi- 
sed of  diminishing  their  numbers,  or  some  provision  made  for 
removing  the  surplus  portion  of  them. 

It  was  in  the  expectation  of  furnishing,  in  some  measure, 
a  remedy  for  these  evils,  or  at  least  of  diminishing  their  dan- 
ger, that  the  American  Society  for  Colonizing  the  free  peo- 
ple of  colour  of  the  United  States  was  established.  This 
Society  has  been  in  operation  nearly  six  years,  and  its  affairs 
appear  to  have  been  conducted  with  much  enterprise  and 
zeal,  and  as  your  Committee  believe,  in  a  spirit  of  enlighten* 
ed  Christian  benevolence* 
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Were  the  object!  of  this  Society  extended  no  farther  than 
to  the  Colonization  of  inch  people  of  colour  in  our  country  as 
are  already  free,  or  who  will  become  free  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  events,  they  would  not,  in  the  view  of  the  Com- 
mittee, be  inch  as  to  excite  that  deep  interest  among  ns 
which  is  necessary  to  secure  a  very  active  co-operation.  It 
might  indeed  afford  some  advantages  to  that  unhappy  people 
to  remove  them  from  their  present  degraded  state,  to  a  condi- 
tion more  free  from  temptations  to  vice,  and  more  favourable 
to  moral  and  intellectual  improvement ;  and  it  would  doubt- 
less confer  a  benefit  upon  the  community  from  which  they 
are  taken.  And  if  through  the  medium  of  a  Colony  thus  es- 
tablished, the  arts  of  civilized  life  and  the  blessings  of  Chris- 
tianity can  be  introduced  among  a  people  who  are  ignorant  of 
both,  the  good  that  may  be  done  may  be  greatly  increased. 
But  the  accomplishment  of  these  objects,  valuable  as  they  are, 
appears  too  remote  and  of  too  difficult  an  attainment  to  admit 
of  their  enlisting  our  feelings  very  ardently  in  the  cause. 
Other  objects  of  benevolence  press  upon  us  with  more  urgent 
solicitations  and  more  immediate  prospects  of  usefulness. 

But  if,  while  these  purposes  are  accomplished,  the  Coloni- 
sation of  the  free  people  of  colour  will  aid  effectually  in  the 
suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  so  as  to  lead  to  the  entire 
abolition  of  that  detestable  traffics: ;  and  at  the  same  time  afford 
such  encouragement  to  the  emancipation  of  slaves  as  to  pre- 
pare the  way  for  the  gradual  extermination  of  slavery,  k 
would  become  an  object  worthy  of  the  attention  and  assistance 
of  the  whole  Christian  world. 

That  such  are  the  designs  and  expectations  of  those  who 
are  most  active  in  managing  the  concerns  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society,  the  Committee  have  the  fullest  confi- 
dence. The  Committee  are  not  prepared  to  give  an  opinion 
how  &r  these  expectations  are  likely  to  be  realized.— If  a 
Colony  decidedly  and  actively  hostile  to  the  Slave  Trade  can 
be  maintained  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  especially  if  several 
could  be  supported  on  different  parts  of  that  coast,  much 
might  doubtless  be  done  to  aid  cruisers  in  the  pursuit  of  slave 
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ships,  bj  furnishing  supplies,  and  by  giving  information  of 
their  places  of  rendezvous.  We  are  also  assured  that  there 
are  proprietors  of  slaves  who  are  desirous  of  emancipating 
them,  and  that  many  will  be  thus  emancipated  as  soon  as  an 
asylum  shall  be  suitably  prepared  for  them,  and  the  means 
provided  of  transporting  them  to  it. 

We  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  how  extensively -each  a 
disposition  prevails  among  the  holders  of  slaves.  Bat  there 
is  reason  to  apprehend  that  it  is  at  present  limited  to  a  very 
small  portion  of  them*  The  events  of  the  last  two  or  three 
years  have  furnished  melancholy  proof  that  the  great  body  of 
people  in  the  slave  holding  states  are  very  little  disposed  to 
relinquish  any  of  the  advantages  which  their  slaves  afford 
them.  That  there  are  exceptions  to  this  feeling  we  are  fully 
persuaded,  and  we  hope  there  are  many.  It  is  only  from 
the  belief  which  the  Committee  very  cordially  entertain, 
that  the  active  members  of  the  American  Colonization  Society 
are  perfectly  disposed  to  frame  their  measures  with  refer- 
ence to  the  entire  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  and  to  a 
gradual  and  prudent,  but  complete  emancipation  of  those 
now  held  in  slavery,  that  we  can  regard  the  society  as  having 
any  claim  upon  the  sympathy  or  assistance  of  the  people  of 
New-England. 

At  the  same  time  there  are  other  modes  by  which  assistance 
can  be  given  towards  suppressing  the  Slave  Trade,  without 
losing  sight  of  the  objects  which  have  been  mentioned. 

A  Society  is  particularly  needed  to  aid  in  prosecuting  those 
who  are  concerned  in  carrying  on  this  trade.  By  combining 
•the  influence  and  exertions  of  its  members,  this  purpose  may 
be  accomplished  much  more  effectually  than  by  individuals 
alone. 

The  Committee  would  therefore  respectfully  recommend, 
that  a  Society  be  formed  for  the  general  purpose  of  assisting 
in  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade  ;  that  a  subscription 
be  opened  to  provide  funds  for  the  proposed  Society  ;  and 
that  the  government  of  the  Society  be  folly  authorized  to 
make  such  a  disposal  of  the  funds  as  they  shall  judge  most 
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conducive  to  the  object  of  its  institution.  If,  on  farther  at- 
tention to  the  subject,  the  Managers  of  the  Society  shall  be 
satisfied  that  the  operations  of  the  American  Colonization  So- 
ciety are  favourable  to  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade, 
they  will  be  disposed  to  aid  them  as  far  as  their  funds  will 

permit ;  while  they  will  not  neglect  any  other  means,  that  q 

may  present  themselves,  of  accomplishing  that  object.  As, 
however,  there  may  be  some  wbo^are  prepared  to  contribute 
at  once  to  the  funds  of  the  American  Colonization  Society, 
the  Committee  would  propose  that  'the  subscription  should 
be  so  arranged  as  to  leave  it  to  the  option  of  each  subscriber, 
either  to  appropriate  the  amount  of  his  subscription  directly 
or  indirectly  to  that  object,  or  commit  it  to  the  disposal  of  the 
government  of  this  Society. 

E.  HALE   Jr.  per  Order. 
The  Committee  also  presented  a  draft  of  a  Constitution  of 
the  proposed  Society,  which  was  adopted,  as  follows ;  and  it 
was  voted  that  the  blank  in  the  second  article  be  filled  by  the 
Blanagers. 

CONSTITUTION. 
OftheMatsackuteUS  Society  to  aid  in  the  Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade. 
Art.  1.  The  Society  shal'  be  called  "  The  Massachusetts  Society  to 
aid  in  the  Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade  ;*  and  its  objects  shall  be, 
etcher  to  assist  the  American  Colonisation  Society,  or  to  contribute  to* 
wards  suppressing  the  Slave  Trade  by  such  other  means  as  the  Managers 
shall  judge  best. 

Art.  II.  Every  person  who  shall  subscribe  and  pay  annually  a  sum  not 
less  than  dollars,  shall  be  a  member  of  the  Society. 

Art.  IIL  The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  President,  Vice-Presi- 
dent, Corresponding  and  Recording  Secretary,  and  a  Treasurer,  who 
shall  also  be  Managers,  and  five  additional  Managers.  The  Board  of 
Managers  shall  have  power  to  elect  honorary  Vice-Presidents. 

Art  IV.  Every  subscriber  shall  be  permitted  to  appropriate  the  amount 
of  his  subscription,  either  to  be  paid  over  to  the  American  Colonisation 
Society,  or  to  be  left  at  the  disposal  of  this  Society,  as  he  shall  direct  in 
Ms  subscription. 

Art.  V.  AU  the  roads  of  the  Society  not  specially  appropriated,  as 
described  in  the  preceding  article,  shall  be  subject  to  the  order  of  the 
Board  of  Managers,  to  be  disposed  of  at  they  shall  judge  most  conducive 
*o  the  objects  of  the  Society. 
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'  Tht  Society  was  than  organised  by  the  election  of  the  following  Of- 

Hon.  DANIEL  WEBSTER,  President, 
GEORGE  BLAKE,  Esq.  Fuse  President, 
Rev.  S.  F.  JAR  VIS,  D.  D.  Corresponding  Secretary. 
BRADFORD  SUMNER,  Esq   Recording  Secretary. 
SAMUEL  U.  WALLET,  Esq,  Treasurer. 


RICHARD  SULUVAN,  Esq.      E.  HALE,  Jr.  M.  D. 
MR.  WILLIAM  STURGIS,         JOHN  TAPPAN,  Esq. 
BRADFORD  SUMNER,  Esq. 
It  was  then  voted  that  the  Report  and  Constitutioa  be  published  ia 
the  public  papers,  and  the  meeting  adjourned. 


No.  8. 
We  have,  through  the  kindness  of  General  C.  F.  Mercer, 
had  access  to  some  very  interesting  papers,  recently  received 
by  the  British  Minister,  from  England,  on  the  subject  of  the 
Slave  Trade.    They  were  printed  the  last  March  by  order  of 
the  House  of  Commons.    Circumstances  do  not  permit  us  to 
select  for  publication  all  that  we  could  desire  from  these  val- 
uable documents.    We  publish,  however,  enough  to  prove 
that  the  measures  adopted  at  present  by  the  maritime  powers 
of  Europe,  can  never  effect  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  ; 
and,  indeed,  that  nothing  less  than  the  unanimous  resolution 
of  all  the  Christian  powers  to  regard  this  traffics:  as  a  violation 
of  the  law  of  nations,  will  bring  it  to  a  termination. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Governor  Sir  Charles  Mac  Carthy,  to 
Henry  Goulbourn,  Esqr.  dated  Sierra  Leone,  14th  Janu- 
ary, 1822.  Four  enclosures :  referring  to  his  observations) 
on  the  subject  of  the  report  of  the  British  Commissaries  to 
Lord  Londonderry,  stating  the  increase  of  the  Slave  Trade, 
and  enclosing  a  memorandum  on  that  subject,  with  a  request 
that  Mr.  Goulbourn  will  lay  the  same  before  Lord  Bathurst. 
Enclosure. — Memorandum  of  the  present  actual  state  of  the 
Slave  Trade  on  the  Coast  of  Africa,  and  it*  increase. 

Goveramsnt  House,  Siena  Leope,  14th  January,  1822, 
"  Sir  :  Referring  to  the  observations  I  had  the  honour  of 
addressing  to  you  in  June  last,  on  the  subject  of  the  report  of 
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the  BritMi  Commissaries  in  die  mixed  commission  to  the 
Marquis  of  Londonderry,  1  sincerely  lament  that  my  forebod* 
ings  a*  to  the  extent  of  the  traffick  in  slaves,  have  been  folly 
realised  ;  that  more  slaves  were  carried  from  Africa  in  the 
course  of  last  year  than  in  the  preceding  year.  Deeming  it  a 
part  of  my  duty,  however  painful  it  may  be,  to  communicate 
such  information  as  I  may  obtain  on  this  important  subject,  I 
have  now  the  honour  of  transmitting,  herewith  enclosed,  a 
memorandum  on  that  subject,  which  1  beg  you  may  lay  before 
Earl  Bathurst.  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient humble  servant,  C.  MAC  CARTHY. 
Henry  Goulbourn,  M.  P.        . 

2.   Memorandum  alluded  to  in  Sir  Charles  Mac  Carthy's  Utter, 

14 to  January,  1823. 

The  official  communications  of  Sir  George  Collier  will  have 
made  bis  Majesty's  government  acquainted  with  the  state  of 
the  Slave  Trade,  up  to  the  period  of  that  officer's  departure 
from  the  coast ;  it  is  therefore  proposed  to  limit  the  present 
remarks  to  the  actual  state  of  the  traffiek  during  the  last  six, 
months.  Of  the  illicit  trade  on  the  leeward  coast,  a  very  cor- 
rect estimate  may  be  formed,  on  the  results  of  the  several 
cruises  made  during  the  above  period  by  his  Majesty's  ships 
on  that  station.  • 

In  the  months  of  July  and  August,  his  Majesty's  ship  Myr- 
midon cruised  in  the  bight  of  Biafra,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few 
weeks,  sixteen  slave  vessels  were  boarded  and  examined  by 
her  ;  of  this,  only  one,  the  Adelaide,  (a  Portuguese  schooner,) 
came  within  the  provisions  of  the  public  conventions.  She 
was  brought  to  this  Colony,  and  condemned  in  the  Mixed 
Court 

His  Majesty's  ship  Pheasant  was  also  employed  about  the 
same  period  on  the  leeward  station  ;  this  ship  at  Whydab, 
(formerly  an  English  fort,)  and  Badagry,  found  six  slavers  un- 
der Portuguese  colours.  These  vessels,  equipped  with  boil- 
ers, irons,  water  casks,  &c.  had  no  slaves  on  board,  and  of 
course  could  not  be  detained.    The  slave  factories  in  the  Ca- 
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labor  and  it  Logos,  were  likewise  visited  Id  July  and  August, 
by  his  Majesty's  brig  Snapper.  At  these  places,  one  Spaniard, 
six  Portuguese,  and  six  French  vessels,  were  examined,  (as 
per  enclosed  list.)  The  Cooceicao,  a  Portuguese  schooner, 
baring  slaves  on  board,  was  brought  to  this  Colony  for  adju- 
dication. 

The  next  cruise  of  the  Myrmydon  on  the  leeward  station, 
was  equally  conclusive  as  to  the  increased  state  of  this  horri- 
ble traffics:.  Proceeding  to  the  southward,  as  far  as  the  Bon* 
ny,  Captain  Leeke  found  that  river  swarming  with  slave  ves- 
sels under  different  flags  ;  eight  bore  the  colours  of  bis  Most 
Christian  Majesty,  (as  per  memorandum,)  and  of  these,  four 
had  their  inhuman  cargoes  on  board. 

The  circumstances  of  a  heavy  duty  or  custom  becoming  due 
to  the  Chiefs  of  Bonny  and  Calabar,  on  every  slave  ship  when 
folly  laden,  necessarily  induces,  them  to  keep  a  kind  of  regis- 
try of  the  different  vessels  ;  numeral  lists  from  these  rivers, 
and  founded  oo  the  said  registry,  frequently  come  to  this  Co* 
lony  ;  but  from  their  magnitude,  had  been  deemed  exagge- 
rated and  incredible. 

Captain  Leeke,  however,  in  the  month  of  October,  ascer- 
tained, on  good  authority,  that  the  number  of  slave  cargoes 
taken  out  of  the  Bonny,  from  July  in  the  preceding  year  up  to 
that  time,  was  actually  one  hundred  and  ninety.  A  similar 
return  from  Calabar  for  a  like  period,  made  a  total  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty-two. 

The  line  of  coast  from  this  Colony  to  Cape  Mount,  was  the 
scene  of  the  Snapper's  cruise :  in  October  Lieut.  Knight, 
her  commander,  in  the  course  of  ten  days  fell  in  with  nine 
slave  vessels.  Of  this  number  eight  were  French,  (per  en- 
closure,) the  other  uoder  Dutch  colours,  with  a  cargo  of 
slaves  on  board,  escaped. 

The  Galinas,  a  notorious  slave  factory  not  far  to  leeward 
of  this  Colony,  is  rarely  indeed  without  slave  ships  :  the 
latest  accounts  state  that  there  are  three  vessels  under  French 
Colours  now  lying  there.  From  Shehan,  a  place  still  nearer 
us,  a  large  slave  vessel,  fully  laden,  and  under  the  tame  flag . 
sailed  within  the  last  ten  days. 
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»0a  the  foregoing  facto,  as  to  the  state  of  the  leeward  Slave 
Trade,  it  would  be  quite  superfluous  for  me  to  offer  any 
comment:  wherever  His  Majesty's  ships  touched,  they 
found  that  criminal  traffick  in  full  activity  :  nor  is  it  difficult 
to  assume  that  it  is  carried  oo  with  redoubled  ardour  during 
the  occasional  and  necessary  absence  of  our  vessels  from  their 
cruizing  ground. 

The  renewal  of  the  traffick  in  human  beings  on  the  wind* 
ward  coast,  must  be  viewed  by  every  friend  to  humanity  with 
deep  regret ;  accompanied  as  that  renewal  has  been,  with 
cruel  wars  amongst  the  hitherto  peaceful  natives.  The  arri- 
val of  a  slave  ship  in  any  of  the  adjacent  rivers  is  the  signal 
for  attack  :  the  hamlets  of  ihe  natives  are  burned,  and  the 
miserable  survivers  carried  and  sold  to  the  slave  factors. 

The  line  of  coast  from  the  Island  of  Ooree  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Gambia,  and  from  thence  to  the  Portuguese  establish* 
ments  of  theCacheo  and  Bissao  would  seem  to  be  the  princi- 
pal seat  of  this  guilty  traffick  to  windward.  From  this  quarter, 
in  addition  to  the  ordinary  exportation  in  large  vessels,  a  very 
extensive  carrying  trade  is  kept  op  with  the  Cape  de  Verd 
Islands,  principally  by  the  small  craft  belonging  to  Goree  and 
Senegal. 

The  slave  traders  at  Cacheo  have  lately  given  tbeir  traffick 
in  the  Rio  Grande  a  new  feature  of  bnrbarotis  atrocity.  They 
visit  rivers  in  armed  sloops  and  boats,  landing  during  the 
night  and  carrying  off  as  many  as  possible  of  the  truly  wretched 
inhabitants.  An  appeal  to  this  Colony  has  been  lately  made 
on  behalf  of  three  villages  lately  ravaged  in  this  manner. 

The  fine  rivers  Munez  and  Pongas  are  entirely  under  the 
control  of  a  renegado  European  and  American  slave  traders. 
Most  of  the  slaves  sent  from  the  former  river  find  tbeir  way 
to  Cacheo  and  the  Cape  Verds,  from  whence  it  is  said  they 
are  shipped  as  domestics  to  the  Brazils. 

A  French  schooner,  M.  Dees  master,  took  on  board  95 
slaves ;  and  a  Spaniard,  commanded  by  one  Morales,  also 
shipped  160  some  time  since  in  the  Rio  Pongas.  This  river, 
not  long  ago,  was  considered  too  near  the  Colony  to  he  ap* 
preached  with  impunity  by  slave  vessels. 
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A  general  idea  of  the  trattck  to  windward,  may  therefore 
be  formed  from  the  circumstance,  that  latterly  a  great  num- 
ber of  slaves  have  been  exported  from  the  Pongas,  and  that 
slave  vessels  may  always  be,  found  lying  there. 

Since  the  departure  of  Sir  Charles  MacCarthy  for  the 
Isles  de  Loss,  the  above  statement  has  been  fully  corrobora- 
ted by  the  return  of  His  Majesty's  brig  of  war  Thistle,  com- 
manded by  Lieut  Hagan,  from  a  visit  to  the  Rio  Poogas.  The 
Thistle  has  brought  in,  under  seizure,  the  schooner  "  Rosa- 
lia," Don  Francisco  Freyne,  late  master,  having  on  board  a 
cargo  of  60  slaves,  bound  to  the  Havannab.  It  is  supposed 
that  .she  had  no  regular  papers,  as  the  master,  who  has  suc- 
ceeded Freyne  said  she  had  none  at  all,  and  he  refused  to 
come  down  to  Sierra  Leone.  The  Rosalia  had  lost  eight  of 
her  crew  in  the  Pongas ;  she  sailed  apparently  under  Spanish 
colours  ;  but  as  her  case  is  now  before  the  Court  of  Mixed 
Commission,  it  is  not  possible  to  give  any  thing  material  rela- 
ting to  her.  Lieut  Hagan,  however,  confirms  the  fact  of  the 
Slave  Trade,  being  rather  increased  than  diminished. 


It  appears  from  the  above  memorandum,  that  in  little  more 
than  one  year,  from  two  rivers  only  on  the  windward  coast  of 
Africa,  a  region  where  the  Slave  Trade  is  interdicted  by  the 
decision  of  all  the  maritime  powers  of  Europe,  352  cargoes  of 
slaves  have  been  taken.  But  is  this  traffics  mitigated  in  its 
character  ?  No.  More  terrible  are  its  cruelties— darker  its 
horrours.  The  Slave  Trader  now  often  selects  a  small  fast  sail- 
ing vessel,  and  because  the  proportion  of  his  gain  is  so  much  int 
creased  by  a  crowded  cargo,  if  he  escapes  detection,  while 
the  proportion  of  his  loss  is  so  little  augmented  if  he  is  cap* 
tured,  he  fills  its  whole  capacity  with  the  victims  of  his  relent- 
less avarice.  It  is  stated  by  Sir  George  Collier,  in  bis  Report 
dated  the  27th  of  December,  1831,  that  in  two  small  vessels, 
"  The  one  only  73,  the  other  about  160  tons,  captured  by 
the  boats  of  the  Tartar  and  Thistle,  there  were  700  slaves.1' 
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In  March,  18*1,  Sir  George  Collier  captured,  in  the  river 
Bonny,  the  Anna  Maria,  a  Spanish  schooner,  from  Cuba,  La 
Roche  matter,  having  on  board  more  than  460  slaves.  The 
males,  with  the  exception  of  those  styled  domestic  slaves, 
(whose  duty  it  is  to  wait  upon  others,)  were  all  linked  in 
shackles  by  the  leg  in  pairs,  some  of  them  bound  in  cords, 
and  several  had  their  arms  and  legs  so  lacerated  by  the 
tightness  of  this  restraint,  that  the  flesh  was  completely 
worn  through. 

Papers  published  last  March,  by  order  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

Concerning  the  extent  of  this  odious  and  bloody  trade,  we 
beg  leave  to  adduce  one  or  two  more  quotations  from  these 
interesting  papers,  just  printed  in  London. 

Extract  from  the  Marquis  of  Londonderry**  letter  to  Sir  Charles 

Stuart,  daUd  March  26,  1823. 

••  There  seems  scarcely  a  ppot  on  the  coast,  which  does  not 
show  traces  of  the  Slave  Trade,  with  all  its  attendant  horroors. 
The  arrival  of  a  slave  &bip  in  any  of  the  rivers  on  the  wind- 
ward coast,  is  the  signal  for  war  between  the  natives.  The 
hamlets  of  the  weaker  party  are  burnt,  and  the  miserable  sur- 
rivers  are  carried  off  and  sold  as  slaves." 

We  have  the  following'  paragraph  in  Sir  George  Collier's 
Report,  dated  the  27th  December,  1821. 

*  Witnessing  as  1  have  for  the  last  three  years,  the  Slave 
Trade  in  all  its  horrours,  it  would  give  me  the  sincerest  satis* 
faction  if  I  could  with  truth  report  that  it  was  really  declin* 
ing ;  but  if  I  should  do  so,  I  should  only  mislead  their  Lord- 
ships, and  as  I  think,  thereby  compromise  my  own  character. 
It  is  true  that  certain  powers  have  abandoned  the  trade  en- 
tirely, and  others  have  professed,  and  even  engaged,  to  con- 
fine it  to  within  certain  limits  ;  but  notwithstanding,  my  foil 
persuasion  is,  this  infamous  traftck  in  amount js  no  less  than  it 
was  ;  and  numberless  opportunities  of  personal  observation 
justify  my  saying,  that  in  the  manner  of  conducting  it,  in  cruel- 
ty and  brutality  it  cannot  be  surpassed." 

It  is  evident  from  thete  facts,  that  the  present  system  of 
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operations  to  suppress  the  Slave  Trade,  can  never  effect  the 
end  for  which  it  is  designed.*     Before  this  traffick  will  termi- 
nate, it  must  be  pronounced  by  the  whole  Christian  world  an 
offence  against  the  law  of  nations,  and  those  who  engage  in  it 
must  be  pursued  as  the  worst  enemies  of  the  human  race. 
As  long  as  ruffian  adventurers  can  take  refuge  under  the  flag 
of  any  great  maritime  power,  so  long  will  Africa  bleed  under 
the  rod  of  injustice,  and  sink  under  the  weight  of  her  chains. 
The  British  government,  for  its  noble  and  persevering  exer- 
tions against  the  Slave  Trade,  merits  the  commendation  and 
thethankstif  all  men.    England  has  covered  herself  with  unfad- 
ing glory .    But  though  she  has  done  much,  and  is  disposed  to  da 
more,  all  ber  efforts  seem  not  even  to  have  diminished  the 
evil  which  they  were  intended  to   remedy.     We  trust,  how- 
ever, that  Great  Britain  "  will  be  among  the  first  to  imitate 
the  example  set  by  our  own  nation,  in  making  this  trade  pira- 
cy, which,  (to  use  the  language  of  the  committee  of  the  Afri- 
can Institution  in  their  very  interesting  report  of  the  8th  of 
May,  1821,)  must  sooner  or  later  become  a  part  of  the  uni- 
versal code  of  the  civilized  world." 

We  record  with  feelings  of  the  highest  gratification,  the  re- 
solution adopted  yesterday,  (28th  February,)  almost  unani- 
mously, by  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States ; 
a  resolution,  which,  while  it  confers  honour  on  our  country, 
will,  we  believe,  do  something  to  alleviate  the  miseries  of  a 
people  who  seem  born  but  to  suffer. 
On  motion  of  the  Hon.  C.  F.  Mercer  ; 
Resolved, "  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  enter  upon, and  to  prosecute,  from  lime  to  time,  such 
negotiations  with  the  several  maritime  powers  of  Europe  and 
America,  as  he  may  deem  expedient  for  the  effectual  abolition 
of  the  African  Slave  Trade,  and  its  ultimate  denunciation,  as 
piracy,  under  the  law  of  nations,  by  the  consent  of  the  whole 
civilized  world." 

The  main  question,  on  agreeing  to  this  resolution,  was  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  131,  nays  9. 
•  Only  20  vessel*  have  been  condemned  by  the  Court  of  Mixed  Commistion. 


We  regret,  tbat  unavoidable  circumstances,  prevent  oar  In- 
ferring the  whole  of  the  able  and  powerful  speech  made  to  sus- 
tain this  resolution,  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  offered 
it    We  are  happy,  however,  to  introduce  the  following  ex- 
tracts-   After  having  adverted  to  the  fact  of  the  present  in- 
troduction of  slaves  into  the  southern  territories  of  the  United 
States,  •«  Sir,"  said  Mr.  HI.  »*  the  United  States  cannot  be  in* 
sensible  to  the  danger  of  inundating  with  new  floods  of  this  popu- 
lation, not  only  the  islands  on  their  southern  border,  but  their 
own  territory.     I  appeal  to  the  generous  feelings,  as  well  as 
to  the  sound  policy  of  the  sooth,  to  avert  this  growing  calami* 
ty.     We  have  seen  that  this  cannot  be  effected  by  the  few  ves- 
sels occasionally  despatched  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  by  the 
United  States,  with  instructions  to  search  no  vessels  but  such 
as  bear  the  American  flag.     We  know  that  amidst  the  sparse 
population  of  Florida,  no  measures  of  internal  policy  can  prove 
more  efficient. 

"  The  resolution  under  consideration  offers  the  only  reme- 
dy.    Let  the  Slave  Trade  be  denounced,  as  piracy,  by  the 
consent  of  the  maritime  powers  of  Europe,  and  this  new  spe- 
cies of  piracy,  will  disappear  like  every  other  from  the  face 
of  the  ocean.     Mr.  M.  said,  he  was  aware  tbat  objections  had 
been  taken  to  the  legal  propriety  of  affixing  this  denomination 
to  this  offence-     The  law  of  nations  derives  its  authority  from 
the  consent  of  nations,  and  that  consent  may  make  piracy  of 
any  offence  on  the  high  seas.    But  what  is  piracy  %  Is  it  rob- 
bery on  the  high  seas,  animo  furandi,  without  colour  of  law  > 
withont  any  commission  from  any  recognized  authority  ?  And 
is  it  not  robbery  to  seize,  not  the  property  of  the  man,  but  his 
person  ?  To  put  his  life  to  hazard  in  the  pestilent  hole  of  a 
slave  ship,  and  in  order,  if  he  lives  through  the  voyage,  to  con- 
sign him,  and  not  himself  only,  but  his  latest  posterity,  to  in- 
terminable slavery  in  an  unknown  land.    It  is  ascertained  that 
one-third  of  these  unhappy  beings  perish,  in  the.ir  voyage 
from  Africa  to  their  destined  market.    Is  it  not  as  much  mur- 
der, to  poison  the  atmosphere  of  man  as  to  poison  his  food,  or 
to  plunge  a  dagger  tn  his  heart.    It  is  to  kill  him  with  the  ag- 
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gpivated  honours  of  a  flow  death,  and  to  kill  for  the  graiifcca- 
tioa  of  the  moat  abandoned  cupidity.  It  is  robbery  combined 
with  murder,  and  may  it  not  be  justly  pronounced  by  the  con- 
carreot  voice  of  mankind  to  be  piracy  ?"****** 
" Finally,"  said  Mr.  Mercer,  "for  the  success  ef  this  ex« 
pertinent,  the  present  time  is  most  propitious.  South  Ameri- 
ca has  furnished  a  market  for  slave*.  Two  years  only  hare 
elapsed,  since  this  House  recognized  the  independence  of  the 
five  Spanish  provinces,  now  States  of  Mexico,  Colombia,  Boe* 
nos  Ay  res,  Chili,  and  Peru  ;  and  in  the  course  of  the  present 
session,  the  Executive,  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  has  de* 
puted  ministers  to  the  several  governments  of  these  newly 
born  empires.  The  instructions  of  these  ministers  are  now 
preparing*  and  if,  among  them  there  shall  be  this  resolution* 
backed  by  the  approving  voice  of  this  house,  will  they  deny 
this  small  boon  it  asks  of  their  humanity,  in  return  for  the  re- 
cognition of  their  sovereignty  ?  In  conclusion,  Mr.  M.  im- 
plored the  success  of  his  cause  from  the  humanity ,  be  demand- 
ed it  from  the  justice  of  the  House." 


No.  9. 

HORROURS  OF  THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 

Extract*  from  Queries  prapoad  by  Viscount  CastUreagk,  to, 
and  answer*  of,  tits  African  huttiutum  in  London*  Dicem- 

bcr,  1816. 

Wsubs  19,  20, 

Has  it  not  been  found*  that  the  trade  is  conducted  with 
peculiar  inhumanity  and  waste  of  life,  by  these  iUfeit 

traders  ? 
State  the  instances  that  have  latterly  occurred  to  illustrate 

the  fact. 

Auswans  19,  30. 

Undoubtedly.  The  Slave  ships  are  now  crowded  to  ex- 
cess, and  the  mortality  is  dreadfal.  The  following  are  some 
of  the  instances  which  have  come  to  oar  knowledge  :— 
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1.  The  Venus  Bavannera*  under  Spanish  cdtonrs,  of  the 
burden  of  aboot  180  tons,  carried  off  from  the  river  Bonny, 
530  Slaves.  When  captured  on  her  passage  to  the  Haven- 
nah,  and  carried  into  Tortola,  the  mortality  was  found  to 
have  amounted  to  120, 

2.  La  Mauella,  a  ship  of  the  burden  of  273  tons,  sailed 
under  the  Spanish  flag,  and  took  on  board  in  the  river  Bon* 
ny,  643  Slaves.  The  deaths  on  the  passage  to  the  West 
Indies,  previous  to  her  capture,  amounted  to  140. 

3.  The  Gertrudes,  a  ship  sailing  under  the  Spanish  flag, 
took  on  board  upwards  of  600  Slaves.  This  ship  was  taken 
While  yet  on  the  African  coast,  and  brought  to  Sierra  Leone 
for  adjudication.  But  notwithstanding  the  short  time  that 
had  elapsed  since  the  Slaves  were  taken  on  board,  such  was 
the  dreadful  state  of  crowding,  that  about  200  died  before 
the  ship  was  brought  in,  or  within  a  short  time  after  her 
arrival ;  many,  even  of  those  who  survived,  were  so  much 
debilitated  by  their  sufferings,  as  never  to  be  likely  to  enjoy 
sound  health. 

4.  Nueva  Constitucion,  a  vessel  under  the  Spanish  flag, 
of  only  30  tons  burden,  had  on  board  81  Slaves  ;  but  having 
been  brought  in,  within  a  few  days  after  the  Slaves  had  been 
taken  on  board,  the  bad  effects  which  must  have  followed 
each  a  state  of  crowding  on  avery  long  passage,  were  pre- 
vented. 

5.  The  Maria  Primeira,  a  skip  under  Portuguese  colours, 
took  on  board  upwards  of  500  Slaves.  This  number  was 
reduced  to  403,  in  consequence  of  extreme  crowding,  before 
she  was  brought  into  Sierra  LeOne ;  and  nearly  100  tnore 
died  soon  after,  in  consequence  of  the  diseases  contracted 
on  board. 

&  Portuguese  brig,  San  Antonio,  of  120  tons,  took  on 
board  600  Slaves.  When  captured,  although  she  had  only 
sailed  80  leagues,  30  Slaves  had  already  died  ;  and  many 
more  were  found  to  be  in  a  dying  state,,  and  died  soon 
after*  The  capturing  officer  took  1 50  of  the  §laves  on  board 
his  own  ship,  to  prevent  the  almost  universal  mortality  he 
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apprehended.  When  he  first  went  oo  board  the  Slave  ship, 
he  found  a  dead  body,  in  a  state  of  absolute  putridity,  lying 
among  the  sick. 

7.  The  Spanish  ship  Carlos,  under  200  tons  burden,  took 
on  board  512  Negroes,  in  addition  (o  a  crew  consisting  of 
84.  About  80  Slaves  had  died  previous  to  her  capture,  and 
the  rest  were  in  a  most  deplorable  state.  Many  more  in. 
stances  might  be  added  ;  but  these  may  be  considered  as  ex- 
hibiting the  ordinary  rate  of  mortality  on  board  the  ships 
engaged  in  the  illicit  Slave  Trade. 


The  number  of  Slaves  imported  from  the  1st  of  January, 
1817,  to  the  1st  of  January,  1818,  into  Rio  de  Janeiro,  in 
forty-two  ships,  was  18,033.  A  much  larger  number,  viz, 
20.075  had  been  embarked,  but  2042  bad  died  tin  the  Mid- 
dle passage.  One  vessel,  the  Protector,  had  taken  on  board 
807  slaves  at  Mozambique,  of  whom  330  died  during  the 
voyage. 

On  the  9th  of  May,  #  1818,  Mr.  Chamberlain  writes,  that 
the  Slave-trade  had  now  increased  beyond  all  former  ex. 
ample ;  twenty-five  vessels  having  arrived  since  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year,  none  bringing  less,  and  many  of  them 
more  than  400  of  these  unhappy  beings,  which  made  the 
importation  at  least  ten  thousand  during  the  preceding  four 
months. 

The  number  of  Slaves  imported  into  Riode  Janeiro,  from 
January  1,  to  December  31,  1818,  was  10,802.  The  num- 
ber embarked  had  been  22,231,  in  fifty-three  ships,  of 
whom  2429  had  died  on  the  passage.  One  vessel*  the  Pero- 
la  de  Norta,  from  Mozambique,  lost  161  out  of  421 ;  another, 
the  Uniao  Felix,  from  Mozambique,  lost  220  out  of  650  ;  a 
third,  the  St*  Jose  Diligente,  from  Kilimane,  lost  238  out 
of  464. 
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The  ship  the  Rodeur,  Captain  B ,  of  two  hundred 

tons  burden,  left  Havre,  the  24th  of  January,  1810,  for  the 
coast  of  Africa,   and  reached  its  destination  the  14th  of 
March,  following,  anchoring  at  Bonny,  in  the  river  Calabar. 
The  crew  consisting  of  twenty  two  men,  enjoyed  good  health 
daring  the  outward  voyage,  and  during  their  stay  at  Bonny 
where  they  remained  till  the  6th  of  April-     Fifteen  days 
after  they  had  set  sail  on  the  return  voyage,  they  remarked, 
that  the  Negroes,  who,  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty,  were  crowded  together  (entasses)  in  the  hold  and  be- 
tween decks,  had  contracted  a  considerable  redness  of  the 
eyes,  which  spread  with  singular  rapidity.    No  great  atten- 
tion was  at  first  paid  to  these  symptoms,  which  were  thought 
to  be  caused  only  by  the  want  of  air  in  the  hold  and  by  the 
scarcity  of  water  which  had  already  begun  to  be  felt.    At 
this  time  they  were  limited  to  eight  ounces  of  water  a  day, 
which  quantity  was  afterwards  reduced  to  the  half  of  a  wine 
glass.    By  the  advice  of  M.  Maignan,  the  surgeon  of  the 
ship,  the  Negroes,  who  bad  hitherto  remained  shut  up  in  the 
hold,  were  brought  upon  deck  in  succession,  in  order  that 
they  might  breathe  a  purer  air.     But  it  became  necessary  to 
abandoo  this  expedient,  salutary  as  it  was,  because  that 
many  of  those  Negroes,  affected  with  Nostalgia,  (meaning 
the  passionate  desire  to  revisit  their  native  land)  threw  them- 
selves into  the  sea,  locked  in  each  other's  arms* 

The  captain  caused  seveial  of  the  Negroes,  who  were 
prevented  in  the  attempt  to  throw  themselves  overboard,  to 
be  shot  and  hung,  in  the  hope  that  so  terrible  a  spectacle 
night  deter  the  others  from  a  similar  conduct.  But  even 
this  severity  proved  unavailing,  and  the  Slaves  were  again 
confined  entirely  to  the  hold. 

The  disease  which  had  spread  itself  so  rapidly  and  fright- 
fully among  the  Africans,  soon  began  to  infect  all  on  board, 
and  to  create  alarms  for  the  crew. 

The  suffering*  of  the  people,  and  the  number  of  the  blind, 
augmented  everyday ;  so  that  the  crew,  previously  alarmed 
by  the  apprebcnsfon  of  a  revolt  among  the  Negroes,  were 
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Mixed  with  the  farther  dread  of  not  being  able  to  make  the 
West  Indies,  if  the  only  sailor  who  had  hitherto  escaped  the 
contagion,  and  on  whom  their  whole  hope  rested,  should 
become  blind  like  the  rest.  This  calamity  bad  actually  be- 
fallen  the  Leon,  a  Spanish  vessel,  which  the  Rodeur  met 
with,  on  her  passage,  and  the  whole  of  whose  crew,  having 
become  blind,  were  under  the  necessity  of  altogether  aban- 
doning the  direction  of  their  ship.  They  entreated  the 
charitable  interference  of  the  Rodeur :  but  the  seamen  of 
this  vessel  could  not  either  quit  her  to  go  on  board  the 
Leon,  on  account  of  the  cargo  of  Negroes,  nor  receive  the 
crew  of  the  Leon  on  board  the  Rodeur,  in  which  there  was 
scarcely  room  for  themselves.  The  difficulty  of  taking  care 
of  so  large  a  number  of  sick,  in  so  confined  a  space,  and 
the  total  want  of  fresh  meat  and  of  medicines,  made  them 
envy  the  fate  of  those  who  were  about  to  become  the  victims 
of  a  death  which  seemed  to  them  inevitable,  and  the  con- 
sternation W88  general. 

The  Leon  has  not  been  heard  of  since,  and  doubtleflB  was 

lost. 
The  Rodeur  reached  Guadeloupe  on  the  21st  of  June,  1819, 

her  crew  being  in  a  most  deplorable  condition.  Of  the  Ne- 
groes, thirty-nine  had  become  perfectly  blind,  twelve  had 
lost  an  eye,  and  fourteen  were  affected  with  blemishes 
more  or  less  considerable.  Of  the  crew,  twelve  lost  their 
sight  entirely,  among  whom  was  the  surgeon ;  five  became 
blind  of  one  eye,  one  of  them  being  the  captain ;  and  four 
were  partially  injured."  Of  the  captain,  it  is  added,*  that 
"  he  did  not  cease  in  the  midst  of  the  greatest  danger,  to 
lavish  his  attentions  on  the  Negroes  and  the  sailors,  with  a 
zeal  and  devotedness  which  exceed  all  praise."  I ! 

Such  is  the  account  of  the  voyage  of  the  Rodeur,  as  given 
by  M.  Guillie.  But  in  this  account,  one  of  the  most  horrid 
circumstances  connected  with  the  transaction  is  wholly 
omitted,  probably  because  it  illustrated  no  medical  principle  ; 
namely,  the  tact,  that  the  Slaves  who  are  stated  to  have  be- 
come blind  were  thrown  into  the  sea  aad  drowned. 

•  French  J*mnaU 
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In  the  month  of  September,  1820,  the  Sieur  Lemoine 
master  and  owner  of  the  schooner  I'Espior,  or   the  Bam- 
boche,  left   the  Mauritius,  under  English  colours,  ehapiog 
bis  course  towards  the  coasts  of  Madagascar  and  of  the 
Mozambique.     He  fell  in  with  a  Portuguese  vessel,  laden 
with  Negroes  and  gold  dust.  An  eagerness  and  thirst  of  gain 
seised  upon  his  soul  ;  he  run  along-side  of  the  Portuguese 
vessel,  and  immediately  killed  the  mate  by  a  musket  obot  : 
having  boarded  her,  he  soon  obtained  possession  of   the 
vessel  thus  attacked  ;  and  his  first  questions  were  addressed 
to  a  Portuguese  Colonel,  aged  50,  of  whom  he  enquired 
where  the  money  and  gold  dust  were  deposited.     After  this 
short  interrogatory,  Lemoine  purposely  stepped  aside,  and  a 
man  named  Reineur,  who  was  behind  him,  with  a  pistol  blew 
out  the  unfortunate  Colonel's  brains.    But  these  crimes  Were 
not  enough  to  satisfy  their  savage  inhumanity.     The  master 
of  the  captured  vessel,  alarmed  by  the  rapid  succession  of 
these  massacres,  threw  himself  overboard,  in  order  to  escape 
a  more  immediate  death.     Vain  hope  t  the  fury  of  Lemoine 
and  his  accomplices  were  not  yet  allayed.    They  pursued 
him  in  a  boat,  and,  having  soon  overtaken  him,  they  cut  him 
on  the  head  with  a  sabre.     The  unfortunate  man,  feeling 
himself  wounded,  caught  hold,  in  order  to  support  himself, 
of  the  boat  in  which  his  murderers  were,  who,  profiting  by 
this  last  effort  of  despair,  had  the  dastard  cruelty  to  run  a 
sword  into  his  throat,  the  point  of  which  came  out  at  the 
aide  of  their  victim  :  the  body  disappeared,  and  they  return- 
ed on  board  fatigued,  but  not  satisfied  with  murders  1  They 
shut  up  in  the  hold,  the  remaining  Portuguese  sailors,  and 
after  having  taken  off  the  rich  cargo,  tbey  scuttled  the  ship 
and  sunk  her  with  the  crew  they  had  thus  shut  up.    Such 
is  the  Slave-trader. 


A  female  slave  having  refused  food,  being  asked  by  the 
Interpreter,  what  she  wanted,  replied  "  nothing  but  to  die." 

0 
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Sir  George  Collier's  Report  for  1820. 

On  this  distressing  subject,  so  revolting  to  every  well 
regulated  mind,  I  will  add,  that  such  is  the  merciless  treat- 
ment of  the  Slaves,  by  the  persons  engaged  in  the  traffick, 
that  no  fancy  can  picture  the  borrour  of  the  voyage ;  crowded 
together  so  as  not  to  give  the  power  to  move,  linked  one  to 
the  other  by  the  leg,  never  unfettered  while  life  remains, 
or  till  the  iron  shall  have  fretted  the  flesh  almost  to  the 
bone,  forced  under  a  deck,  as  I  have  seen  them,  not  thirty 
inches  in  height,  breathing  an  atmosphere  the  most  putrid 
and  pestilential  possible,  with  little  food  and  less  water, 
subject  also  to  the  most  severe  punishment,  at  the  caprice 
or  fancy  of  the  brute  who  may  command  the  vessel.  It  ia 
to  me  a  matter  of  extreme  wonder,  that  any  of  these  miser- 
able people  live  the  voyage  through  ;  many  of  them,  indeed, 
perish  on  the  passage,  and  those  who  remain  to  meet  the 
shore,  present  a  picture  of  wretchedness  language  cannot 
express. 


> 
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COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 


The  American  Colonization  Society  held  its 
Annual  Meeting  at  the  Supreme  Court  Room,  in 
die  Capitol,  on  Friday  evening,  20th  February, 
1824, 


[We  are  greatly  obliged  to  Mr.  A.  J.  Stansbury,  Reporter  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  for  the  following  account  of  the  proceeding! 
on  thit  occasion.] 


After  the  Hon*  Bushrod  Washington  had  taken 
the  Chair,  the  Report  of  the  Board  was  read  by 
Mr.  Gurley. 

General  Robert  Goodloe  Harper  then  rose  and  offered  the 

following  resolution,  which  was  unanimously  adopted : 

Rewlvedy  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented  to 
the  Board  of  Managers,  for  their  active  and  successful  atten- 
tion to  the  affaire  of  the  Society  confided  to  their  care,  the 
prudence,  steadiness,  and  diligence,  displayed  by  them  in  all 
their  operations,  and  their  very  able  and  satisfactory  Report 
laid  before  this  meeting. 

General  Harper  then  rose  and  addressed  the  meeting  to  the 
following  effect : 
Mr.  President, 

I  will  now  call  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  a  matter  of 
some,  though  not,  perhaps,  of  very  great  importance.  It  is  to  a 
proposition  for  giving  a  name  to  our  African  Colony.  Names 
are,  at  all  times,  matters  of  convenience,  and  sometimes  of 
advantage.  Our  Colony  has  at  present  no  name.  It  is  situ- 
ated, indeed,  near  a  Cape  called  Montserado,  and  has  hitherto 
taken  its  only  designation  from  this  circumstance  ;  bat  that  is 
a  name  not  appropriate  to  its  object,  a  name  that  means  no- 
thing.   Injeflecting  on  this  circumstance,  I  have  thought  of 
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a  name  that  is  peculiar,  short,  and  familiar,  and  that  expresses 

the  object  and  nature  of  the  establishment— it  is  the  term 

Liberia  ;  and  denotes  a  settlement  of  persons  nude  fret:  for 

our  Colony  may  with  troth  be  called  the  home  and  country 

of  freedmen,  in  contradistinction  to  the  slaves  of  whom  they 

once  formed  a  part.  This  name,  if  I  mistake  not,  will  be  found 

easy  and  apt ;  and  it  certainly  has  the  merit  of  being  very 
concise. 

General  Harper  then  submitted  the  following  resolution, 

which  was  unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  territory  and  settlement  of  the  Society, 
near  Cape  Montserado,  on  the  southwest  coast  of  Africa,  be, 
and  hereby  is,  named  LIBERIA ;  by  which  name  it  shall  be 
called  and  known  in  all  the  acts  and  writings  of  the  Society 
and  its  agents. 

General  Harper  again  rose  and  said, 

1  will  now  offer  another  resolution  of  a  similar  char- 
acter, but  wHh  a  different  object.  It  h  not  only  to  give 
a  name  to  the  principal  town  in  our  infant  settlement, 
but  at  the  same  time  to  mack  the  gratitude  of  this  Society  to 
that  venerable  and  distinguished  individual,  to  whom  it  is  more 
indebted  than  to  any  other  single  man.  It  is  perfectly  well- 
known,  that  but  for  the  favourable  use  he  has  been  pleased  to 
make  of  the  great  powers  confided  to  him,  (a  use  as  wise  as  it 
was  liberal,)  all  our  attempts  and  efforts  must  have  been 
unavailing.  No  means  that  we  possessed,  or  could  have  pro- 
cured, would  hare  proved  adequate  without  his  aid.  As  an 
acknowledgment  of  gratitude  for  his  high  and  useful  services, 
I  make  the  following  motion  : 

Resolved,  That  the  town  laid  out  and  established  at  Liberia, 
shall,  io  like  manner,  be  called  and  known  by  the  name  of 
MONROVIA,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  the  important  bene- 
6ts  conferred  on  the  settlement  by  the  present  illustrious  chief 
magistrate  of  the  United  States. 

General  Harper  then  rose  and  addressed  the  Society  in  an 
able  and  interesting  speech  ;  of  which  the  following  very  im- 
perfect outline  has  been  preserved : 

I  have  now  a  proposition  to  submit  of  more  important  im- 
port, and,  perhaps,  of  more  doubtful  character ;  (I  do  not 


mean  in  my  own  opinion,  for  of  its  propriety  I  entertain  no 
doubt ;  bat  in  tbe  opinion  of  others. 

I  hold  it  perfectly  clear,,  from  what  has  come  to  my  know? 
ledge  of  the  progress  of  this,  and  all  similar  establishments, 
that  no  means  within  the  possession  of  this  or  of  any  other 
private  association,  are  adequate  to  the  attainment  of  those 
objects  which  such  an  association  ought  to  bold  in  view. 
What  are  these  objects  ?  They  are  in  the  first  place  to  aid 
ourselves,  by  relieving  us  from  a  species  of  population  preg- 
nant with  future  danger  and  present  inconvenience ;  to  ad- 
vance the  interests  oi  the  United  States  by  removing  a  great 
public  evil ;  to  promote  the  benefit  of  the  individuals  removed, 
as  well  as  of  those  of  the  same  race  that  yet  remain ;  and 
finally,  to  benefit  Africa  by  spreading  the  blessings  of  know- 
ledge and  freedom  on  a  continent  that  now  contains  150  mil- 
lions of  people,  plunged  in  all  the  degradation  of  idolatry, 
superstition,  and  ignorance*  All  these  objects  are  embraced 
in  the  vast  enterprise  in  which  we  have  engaged.  To  attain 
these  ends,  to  confer  on  the  sons  of  Africa  and  on  Africa  her- 
self, blessings  so  great  so  invaluable  as  these,  requires  means 
beyond  the  reach  of  any  private  individuals  to  command  ;  all 
we  have  yet  done,  all  we  can  expect  to  do,  is  merely  to  pave 
the  way,  to  point  out  the  track  ;  and  in  accomplishing  this,  we 
have  derived  the  most  essential  aid  from  the  chief  Executive 
Officer  of  the  Union.  These  efforts  of  the  Society  have 
shown  that  it  is  practicable  to  transplant  Africans  from  our 
shores  to  those  of  their  native  continent,  and  that  when  thus 
transferred,  they  are  capable  of  enjoying  freedom,  civilization, 
and  Christianity.  A  few  hundreds,  at  the  utmost,  a  thousand 
colonists,  might  be  within  the  reach  of  our  efforts  ;  by  such 
an  experiment  we  shall  demonstrate  this,  and  essentially  be- 
nefit the  individuals ;  but  farther  we  cannot,  by  our  own  ex- 
ertions, hope  to  go. 

In  the  mean  while,  there  exists  among  us  a  great  social  evil . 
a  cancer  on  the  body  politic,  that  is  gradually  eating  its  way  to 
the  vitals  of  the  state  : — It  is  at  work  while  we  sleep  and 
when  we  wake — and  it  will  continue,  if  not  speedily  arrested, 
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to  pervade  and  corrode,  till  at  length  it  has  destroyed, 
the  entire  mass  of  our  social  strength  and  happiness.  It 
can't  be  touched  by  us  ;  it  needs  a  far  mightier  hand.  The 
removal  of  a  few  thousand  individuals  will,  io  an  evil  of  such 
magnitude,  produce  but  little  effect- -it  will  not  even  material- 
ly benefit  this  class  of  population  themselves;  for  it  consists  of 
more  than  a  million  and  a  half  of  persons — and  though  3  or 
400,000  already  free  should  be  removed,  the  great  political 
mischief  among  us  would  be  but  slightly  affected.  And  though 
the  benefits  derived  to  Africa  from  such  an  increase  of  the 
Colony  would  not  be  unimportant,  yet  would  they  be  small  in 
comparison  with  those  which  the  country  may  expect,  from 
the  complete  eradication  of  this  evil. 

How  then  is  that  more  extensive  operation  which  alone 
can  complete  the  scope  of  our  design  td  be  ultimately,  or 
ever,  accomplished  ?  How  is  this  vast  mass  of  a  vicious  po- 
pulation to  be  safely  withdrawn  from  among  us,  and  with  jus- 
tice to  those  more  immediately  interested  in  their  present  con- 
dition ?  Their  removal  must  have  three  qualifying  circum- 
stances. First,  it  must  be  gradual,  for  if  attempted  suddenly, 
a  void  would  be  occasioned  by  the  precipitate  subduction  of 
so  great  an  amount  of  effective  labour,  that  would  threaten  the 
most  serious  inconvenience,  if  not  great  calamity.  In  the  se- 
cond place,  it  must  be  done  wttk  their  own  consent ;  for  to 
think  of  doing  it  without,  seems  equally  against  reason,  justice, 
and  the  dictates  ef  religion.  And  in  the  third  place,  it  must 
be  done  with  the  consent  of  those  who  have  an  interest  in 
their  labour-r-to  no  other  idea  would  I  ever  yield  my  appro- 
bation or  consent.  Now,  to  accomplish  the  object  we  desire 
on  the  three  conditions  I  have  stated,  most  evidently  requires 
national  means.  These  means  ought  to  be  applied  ;  the  object 
is  national,  in  its  character,  and  in  its  consequences. 

If  a  hostile  army  threatened  to  invade  any  portion  of  these 
United  States,  would  it  not  afford  a  legitimate  employment  for 
the  army  and  the  fleet  ?  Whether  ft  were  New-Orleans  or 
Eastport  that  were  threatened,  would  make  no  difference  in 
the  question-* the  object  would  still  be  national,  and  the  na- 


tiooal  force  would  be  called  forth  to  meet  it.    !  ask  then  whe- 
ther the  existence  itself,  of  one  or  more  of  the  States,  is  not 
a  national  object  ?    And  whether  an  evil  threatening  that 
existence  is  not  a  national  evil  ?    I  need  norprove  it— -to  thos£ 
who  reflect  at  all,  it  cannot  bat  be  self-evident.    To  the  na- 
tional government  then  let  us  address  ourselves.  The  object  on 
which  we  address  them  is  national  in  its  magnitude,  as  well  as 
in  its  consequences,  both  for  good  and  evil— (chiefly  for  evil.) 
To  have  applied  before,  would  have  been  premature— to  such 
an  application  it  might,  and  probably  would  have  been  repli- 
ed.— M  Shew  us  that  your  object  is  feasible ;  convince  us  that 
the  thing  can  be  done,"  and  such  an  answer  would,  I  think, 
have  been  a  wise  and  solid  one.    But  now.  it  cannot  be  made* 
The  thing  not  only  can  be  done,  but  has  been  done.  A  colony 
is  actually  established,  in  a  healthy  situation  ;  peace  has  been 
secured  ;  the  means  of  supply  and  of  sustenance  are  provid- 
ed ;  all  is  done  that  needs  to  be  done  to  complete  the  experi- 
ment, and  to  prove  the  practicability  of  the  plan  proposed.— 
Now  we  can  go  to  the  government  with  solid  argument  to 
support  us,  and  appeal  to  their  good  sense  as  well  as  to  their 
patriotism. 

Gen.  Harper  then  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  a  respectful  memorial  be  presented  to  Con* 
gresa,  on  the  part  of  this  Society,  stating  the  progress  that  has 
been  made  in  establishing  a  colony  of  free  people  of  colour  at 
Liberia,  on  the  south-west  coast  of  Africa,  the  difficulties  that 
have  been  surmounted  in  the  progress  of  this  establishment, 
its  present  situation,  its  prospects  of  ultimate  success,  and  the 
benefits  which  it  may  be  expected  to  produce  ;  and  preying 
lor  aid  from  the  national  government,  in  the  further  prosecu- 
tion of  this  great  national  undertaking. 

General  Charles  Fenton  Mercer  rose  in  reply. 

He  had  listened,  he  said,  with  great  pleasure  to  the  remarks 
of  his  eloquent  friend  ;  and  he  did  not  now  rise  for  the  pur- 
pose of  opposing  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  be  had  propo- 
sed to  the  Society,  but  only  to  remark  on  some  of  the  intro- 
ductory observations  by  which  he  had  supported  it.  At  a 
former  meeting  of  the  Society  in  this  city,  a  resolution  had 
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been  brought  forward  of  a  similar  kind.    1  doubted,  said  Ge- 
neral M.  its  policy  at  that  time,,  on  a  belief  that  our  affairs 
were  not  jet  ripe  for  such  a  measure.     At  the  first  organiza- 
tion of  the  Society,  its  sanguine  friends  were  agreed  in  the 
opinion,  that  its  success  must  depend  chiefly  on  public  opinion. 
The  advocates  of  the  plan  might  be  charged  with  enthusiasm, 
which,  in  matters  either  of  religion  or  of  liberty,  is  apt  to 
make  men  ready  to  believe  almost  whatever  they  wished, 
and  to  anticipate  success  as  if  it  were  to  W  produced  by  mi- 
racles.    To  repel  this  idea  ,it  was  agreed  by  all  that  the  steps 
of  the  Society  must  be  marked  with  the  utmost  caution  and 
prudence  ;  that  in  its  acts  might  be  found  the  .best  and  most 
convenient  answer  to  such  an  objection.     It  is  now  but  seven 
years  since,  the  enterprise  has  assumed  a  public  form  ;  though 
it  is  as  much  as  twenty  years  since  in  my  parent  state  .such 
a  measure  was  first  suggested.  It  was  then  discussed  in  secret 
council,  and  revolved  only  in  the  inmost  meditations  of  a  few 
distinguished  men.  Seven  years  ago  the  intelligence  of  the  fact 
that  such  a  plan  was  maturing,  broke  in  upon  my  own  mind,  and 
brought  with  it  the  first  ray  of  light  upon  a  subject  which  it  had 
been  long  and  deeply,  but  almost  hopelessly,  pondering.   After 
contemplating  the  evil  in  every  various  point  of  view,  the  result 
was  that  it  was  irremediable.    This  plan  brought  to  me  the  first 
gleam  of  hope.     It  was  not  without  difficulty  that  the  Virginia 
Legislature  determined  to  make  public  those  councils  ;  and 
since  the  promulgation  of  them  the  plan  had  had  to  encounter 
the  most  serious  difficulties  in  public  opinion.    Nor  is  this  at 
all  surprising.     The  plan  itself  is  imperfectly  known   or  un- 
derstood ;  in  those  parts  of  the  Union  remote  from  the  slave 
holding  states,  we  have  few  auxiliary  societies,  and  the  sub- 
ject is  little  discussed.     And  though  our  progress  has  been 
more  rapid  of  late,  even  now  ttye  means  we  possess,  when 
compared  with  the   population  on  which  an  influence  has 
been  attempted,  are  small,  and  I  apprehend  that  we  overrate 
the  amount  of  our  moral  influence  in  society,  when  we  in- 
dutge  the  supposition  that  our  system  is  at  present  ripe   for 
the  measure  proposed.  We  shall  still  be  met  with  the  charge 
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of  enthusiasm;  and  the  objection  has  already  been  expressed 
by  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  that  our  object  is  grasped 
by  feeble  hands,  wholly  inadequate  to  sustain  or  to  wield  it. 
The  objection  is  valid,  if  we  alone  are  to  make  the  attempt, 
or  if  it  is  to  be  attempted  at  all  without  the  strength  of  the 
whole  republic.  And  the  question  now  presented  is,  whether) 
we  have  so  far  conciliated  public  opinion  as  to  render  it  safe 
to  make  an  appeal  to  the  government ;  ours  is  emphatically  a 
government  of  public  opinion.    We  shall  have  to  encounter 
that  reluctance  which  is  always  felt  towards  embarking  in 
new  and  untried  enterprises  :  our  effort  contemplates  great 
objects  ;  it  looks  at  the  colonization  of  those  who  go  from 
our  own  shores,  and  the  civilization  of  the  native  Africans. 
Reason  shrinks  appalled  at  the  magnitude  of  the  undertaking, 
and  it  will  be  attributed  rather  to  the  ardent  wishes  of  our 
hearts,  than  the  cool  determination  of  our  understandings,  un- 
less we  mark  our  every  movement  with  extreme  caution.        / 

So  far  we  have  lost  nothing,  not  even  time  ;  for  while  the 
Colony  has  been  gradually  making  progress,  we  have  been 
occupied  in  exertions  in  our  own  country.  If  those  exertions 
bad  so  far  succeeded  as  to  bring  the  subject  into  discussion  in 
every  state  of  the  Union,  I  should  think  we  ought  to  apply  to 
Congress  witn  a  hope  of  success  ;  but  I  fear  that  we  shall 
meet  with  difficulties  in  that  body  from  prejudice,  from  the 
power  of  habit,  and  from  constitutional  difficulties  as  to  the 
power  of  appropriation.  On  these  accounts  I  should  have 
preferred  delay,  till  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states  had 
strengthened  our  application  by  memorials  on  the  subject. 

Still,  however,  we  have  obtained  some.  The  Legislatures 
of  Georgia,  of  Tennessee,  of  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  have 
expressed  sentiments  favourable  to  our  general  object,  and 
Ohio  goes  the  full  length  of  the  resolution  now  on  the  table. 
But  this  is  only  a  small  portion  of  twenty-four  states.  I  am 
not  disposed,  however,  to  oppose  the  resolution,  but  I  doubt 
its  policy. 

I  did  hope  the  Managers  would,  ere  this  time,  have  ascer- 
tained the  temper  of  the  present  Congress  on  this  subject. 


n 

If  this  has  been  done,  and  we  have  any  reasonable  hope  of 
success,  I  should  then  think  we  had  better  present  onr  memo* 
rial ;  but  I  am  unwilling  that  it  should  be  presented  and  fiuL 

I  entirely  concur  with  my  friend  in  the  encomium  he  hat 
pronounced  on  onr  venerable  Chief  Magistrate  for  the  fiim 
and  patriotic  efforts  by  which  he  has  advanced  the  design  ta 
which  we  are  engaged.  It  is  known  to  all  the  members  o€ 
the  Society,  that  {100,000  were  appropriated  three  yearn 
since,  and  30  or  40,000  have  been  since  applied  to  an  object 
affiliated  to  our  design,  and  essentially,  though  collaterally, 
contributing  to  its  advancement ;  the  sending  out  of  Agents  of 
the  United  States  to  the  African  coast,  and  the  transportation, 
of  persons  in  the  public  ships.  By  these  means  we  have  ob- 
tained, in  fact,  all  we  could  have  expected  to  obtain,  had 
Congress  decided  to  aid  our  enterprise  ;  nor  has  this  been 
done  by  any  perversion  of  his  powers.  It  has  been  done 
avowedly  and  in  good  faith.  The  Executive  apprized  Con* 
gress  of  his  construction  of  the  powers  confided  to  him,  and 
that  body  tacitly  assented  to  the  construction.  And  I  am  not 
sure  that  it  will  be  good  policy  to  ask  Congress  for  aid  in  a 
direct  form,  when  we  aie  already  sure  of  receiving  it  from  a 
collateral  source.  We  may,  in  the  mean  while,  expect  to  re- 
ceive aid  from  each  of  the  State  Legislatures,  in  relation  to  the 
black  population  within  the  bounds  of  such  state. 

I  only  differ  from  my  highly  respectable  friend  in  point  of 
time.  The  policy  is  American  throughout,  for  whatever  re* 
lieves  the  south  aids  the  north  \  the  strength  of  the  south 
would  be  more  available  in  time  of  war ;  and  in  peace,  a  free- 
man is  always  better  than  a  slave.  The  north,  whatever  she 
may  think,  or  however  she  may  feel,  has  a  deep  interest  in 
the  emancipation  and  the  colonization  of  the  slave  population 
of  the  southern  states.  I  make  these  remarks  in  reply  to  the 
argument  of  selfishness,  which  is  sometimes  brought  in  bar  of 
the  claims  of  this  society  to  northern  patronage ;  for  we  have 
been  charged  with  wishing  only  to  remove  our  free  blacka, 
that  we  may  the  more  effectually  rivet  the  chains  of  the  slave. 
But  the  class  we  first  seek  to  remove,  are  neither  freemen-  nor 
slaves ;  but  between  both,  and  more  miserable  than  either. 
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George  Washington  Park  Custis,  Esq.  then  rose,  and  said 
tint  he  would  do  himself  the  honour  of  seconding  the  motion 
BMde  by  his  honourable  friend*  Mr.  Custis  supported  the 
adoption  of  the  proposed  measure  of  applying  for  aid*to  the 
General  Government  in  a  speech  replete  with  impressive  ima- 
gery, bet  of  which  ear  limits  wiH  admit  us  to  present  only  a 
very  summary  view.  He  observed  that  the  early  history  of 
every  attempt  at  Colonisation  bad  been  uniformly  marked 
with  disaster,  as  if  it  were  the  wSl  of  heaven  that  all  great  and 
novel  enterprises  should  be  attended  with  difficulty  in  their 
outset,  to  shew  how  these  difficulties  could  sink  before  labour 
and  virtue.  The  cause  of  this  Society  had  virtue  on  its 
side ;  the  object  it  sought  to  achieve  was  an  act  of  retributive 
joetice.  The  race  it  sought  to  benefit  had  been  torn  by  the 
white  man  from  their  home  and  native  land,  and  condemned 
without  a  provocation  to  toil  and  servitude  ;  and  now  we  were 
eneJeavouriijg,  by  restoring  to  the  land  of  their  nativity  to  re- 
medy, so  for  as  remained  in  our  power,  the  evil  of  our  forefo- 
thesrs.  With  such  an  object  to  plead  for,  be  would  go  to  the 
groat  council  of  the  nation  as  the  guardians  of  American  liber- 
ty,  die  conservators  of  the  public  morals :  and  he  would  tell 
fhena  "  Ton  are  the  last  of  Republics ;  you  boast  that  this  is 
the  seal  of  freedom,  of  justice,  of  honour,  ^f  high  and  magnani- 
mous feeling.  The  evil  we  would  remedy  is  none  of  ours,  it 
was  done  before  we  were  born,  and  it  is  left  for  us  to  undo. — 
Lend  us  your  aid  to  strike  the  fetters  from  the  slave,  and  to 
spread  the  enjoyment  of  unfettered  freedom  over  the  whole  of 
our  favoured  and  happy  land." 

Mr.  Custis  then  made  some  remarks  in  reply  to  what  had 
fallen  from  Gen.  Mercer,  respecting  the  prejudices  which  still 
existed  in  northern  sections  of  the  Union,  in  relation  to  the 
character  and  designs  of  the  Society  ;  and  contended  that  it 
was  not  possible  that  such  a  feeling  could  long  continue. 

They  have  not  forgotten  that  southern  men  were  at  their 
side  when  they  braved  the  Canadian  snows,  and  scaled  the  icy 
bulwarks  of  Qpebec.  Then  we  were  only  confederated  states, 
new  we  are  one  nation,  one  family.    He  passed  a  warm  enco- 
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mium  upon  the  northern  character,  and  felicitated  the  people 
of  that  part  of  the  Union  on  their  distinguished  blessings  and 
happy  condition.  Bnt  would  they  not  dispense  these  bless- 
ings ?  *  Did  they  not  feel  for  the  condition  of  the  south,  so  op- 
posite in  many  respects  to  their  own  ?  Could  they  forget  the 
heights  of  Cambridge,  where  they  saw  the  hunting-shirt  of  the 
south  coming  up  to  their  aid,  and  heard  the  voice  of  their 
brethren  hailing  the  spark  of  freedom  that  northern  hands  had 
kindled,  and  crying  out — "  Go  on,  we  are  coming  to  support 
you !" 

Mr.  Custis  anticipated  with  exaltation  the  results  that  would 
follow  the  success  of  the  Society's  efforts  in  removing  this 
wretched  population  from  the  American  soil,  and  restoring 
them  to  the  land  of  their  forefathers.  When  the  bark  that 
bore  them  approached  the  African  shore,  it  would  not  be 
hailed  with  such  shouts  as  welcomed  Columbus  when  he 
bore  to  the  people  of  the  Western  Archipelago  the  emblem 
of  the  cross — an  emblem  that  appeared  only  to  both  nations 
in  each  others  blood.  We  sent  them  the  star  spangled  ban- 
ner, that  constellation  whose  rising  lighted  the  world  to  free- 
dom. When  that  banner  shall  float  over  their  corn-clad  bills 
and  plains,  waving  in  harvest,  they  will  not  think  of  Cortes 
or  Pizarro — the  name  of  America  will  be  hailed  with  enthusi- 
asm by  millions  on  that  vast  continent  that  are  now  unborn. 
He  called  the  society  to  remember  the  first  colonization  of 
this  country.  A  feeble  little  vessel  bore  the  adventurous 
band,  but  virtue  and  religion  led  the  way  ;  the  genius  of  philo- 
sophy was  perched  upon  the  helm.  Now  we  are  become  a 
great  nation  ;  should  we  not  pity  others  ? 

In  his  remarks  upon  the  unhappy  situation  of  the  planters, 
Mr.  C.  said,  that  what  he  spoke,  he  spoke  not  from  specula* 
tion  ;  he  brought  not  the  dreams  of  others,  but  bis  own  experi- 
ence ;  touching  all  those  evils,  he  might  with  truth  say- 
Quorum  magna  pars  fuu 

He  had  lived  to  see,  and  painfully  to  feel,  the  errors  of  the 
system.  His  great  hope  lay  in  the  magnanimity  of  those  who 
were  happily  free  from  that  system,  and  who,  when  they  on- 
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derstood  and  became  convinced  of  the  feelings  and  desires  of 
the  men  of  the  sooth  for  its  entire  removal*  and  saw  a  plan  for* 
that  removal  that  presented  a  feasible  prospect  of  success, 
would  not,  coold  not,  refuse  their  aid  to  carry  it  into  effect. 
The  nation  possessed  the  power  to  effect  it.  The  Republic 
was  not  now  feeble  and  panting  from  the  mighty  effort  of  its 
newly  accomplished  emancipation ;  it  had  had  time  to  breathe, 
to  recruit  its  strength,  to  be  refreshed,  and  to  prepare  itself 
for  new  exertions  in  the  cause  of  light  and  liberty,  and  human 
happiness.  On  the  subject  of  this  enterprise,  the  nation  has 
been  as  if  in  a  deep  sleep  ;  but  when  a  lion  slept,  it  was  not 
the  time  to  form  conjectures  on  his  power  ;  would  you  see  his 
strength,  you  must  rouse  him  up  from  his  lare.  With  respect 
to  the  American  Republic,  she  had  only  to  awake,  she  had 
hut  to 

"  Sketch  her  hand- 
She  heav'd  the  gods  the  ocean  of  the  land." 

What  had  she  not  already  achieved  ?  If  she  could  only  be 
brought  to  think  upon  this  subject,  and  once  to  turn  her 
strength  to  its  accomplishment,  all  difficulties  would  vanish 
before  her  way.  The  national  genius,  like  the  tube  of  Her- 
schell,  will  discover  satellites  and  suns  that  none  believed  had 
place  within  the  starry  sphere. 

Mr.  Custis  urged  the  Society  to  persevere  in  its  attempt  up- 
on the  coast,  undismayed  by  any  discouragements.  They  may 
destroy  our  huts  ;  they  may  overwhelm  us  with  numbers  ;  our 
bones  may  be  scattered  on  the  shore,  but  still  we  must  perse- 
vere ;  still  let  Columbia's  flag  be  seen  upon  the  coast,  so  long 
as  we  can  hold  but  an  inch  of  ground.  Though  we  may  be 
again  and  again  cast  down,  still  let  us  rise  like  Anteous  from  the 
ground,  with  strength  renewed  and  invigorated  by  every  re- 
pulse. He  said  he  was  a  late  convert  to  this  cause  ;  but  h$ 
had  learned  from  the  highest  authority,  that  there  was  more 
joy  over  ope  that  repented,  than  over  ninety  and  nine  persons 
who  needed  no  repentance.  He  trusted  the  Society  would 
continue  its  course  under  the  same  wise  and  able  direction 
that  had  hitherto  guided  it.    Light  appeared  in  the  horizon : 
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a  triumph  was  before  this  Society  such  as  the  wisest  man 
might  envy,  and  the  meat  virtuous  man  long  to  realize.  They 
would  triumph,  not  as  conquerors*  binding  bleeding  nations  to 
their  chariot  wheels  ;  but  as  liberators,  who  came  not  to  des- 
troy but  to  save.  Their  triumph  would  not  be  like  that  of 
Pompey  for  three  nations  subdued ;  whose  train  was  filled 
with  the  groaning  of  captives  in  chains :  their  march  would  be 
surrounded  by  the  songs  of  the  grateful,  the  blessings  of  the 
free  ;  their  triumph  would  be  recorded  in  two  hemispheres, 
and  its  lasting  memorial  would  be  written  in  heaven. 

Gen.  Harper  replied,  although  his  very  able  friend  was  not 
absolutely  in  opposition,  he  had  suggested  strong  objections, 
deserving  serious  consideration*  If  we  are  defeated  again 
and  again  io  our  addresses  to  the  Legislature,  thi*  should  not 
damp  our  ardour,  but  give  new  courage  for  new  attacks.  It 
is  not  whether  puplic  opinion  is  ready  for  this  measure,  but 
are  we  ready  ?  If  so,  aid  may  be  claimed  in  our  behalf:  let 
us  go  to  the  Legislature  and  appeal  to  their  good  sense,  rouse 
their  feelings,  awaken  their  patriotism,  soften  their  heart*, 
and  enlighten  their  understandings. 

It  is  said  there  is  no  government  for  the  colony,  therefore  tins 
measure  is  premature.  This  is  a  reason  with  me  for  making 
the  application.  The  Legislature  of  the  United  States  only 
can  form  a  Government ;  I  hope  they  will  do  it ;  I  think  they 
ought  to  do  it.  They  can  create  what  now  does  not  exist. 
Thus  far,  the  Government  has  been  only  by  consent  and  mu- 
tual understanding:  a  generous  assumption  of  authority  for  be- 
neficial purposes.  Numerous  applications  to  Congress  may  be 
necessary.  The  sooner  they  begin  to  be  made,  the  sooner  will 
they  be  acted  on.  I  do  not  wish  to  see  in  Africa  a  colonial 
government,  permanently  attached  to  the  United  States.  I  do 
not  wish  for  colonies  to  be  held  for  use  and  made  subservient : 
but  I  wish  to  see  the  paternal  arm  of  authority  stretched  out 
for  the  protection  of  this  colony,  until  it  shall  be  able  to  man- 
age its  own  affairs,  legislative,  judicial,  and  executive. 

This  state  of  things  cannot  exist  immediately.  We  hope  it 
will  soon.    The  authority  now  required  is  temporary  to  fit 
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the  colony  for  perfect  political  independence.  Such  autho- 
rity may  be  exerted.  How  soon  Congress  may  think  proper 
to  establish  a  government  for  the  colony  is  unknown  :  the 
sooner  it  is  done  the  better.  But  Congress,  it  is  said,  will  object 
to  measures  which  may  incur  expense.  There  is  in  this  body, 
it  is  said,  a  dread  of  taxation,  and  aid  will  be  refused  on  the 
ground  of  economy.  These  difficulties  are  inherent  in  the  very 
nature  of  our  object.  They  arise  from  the  character  of  our 
government  and  people.  They  must  be  met  at  some  time  :  the 
sooner  we  commence,  the  sooner  shall  we  overcome  them.  If 
our  journey  is  long,  we  should  set  out  the  sooner. 

It  is  said  we  rauqjt  seek  aid  from  the  states — granted.  They 
are  called  upon  by  tlje  most  powerful  motives  to  activity  and 
Energy  in  the  cause.  But  has  not  the  nation  an  interest  in 
our  object  as  well  as  the  states  ?  Let  us  go  to  all  the  states  5. 
but  not  exclude  the  national  government.  There  is  scope  for 
all  united.  There  is  a  vast  national  object  to  be  attained.  I 
heartily  concur  in  the  opinion,  that  we  should  apply  to  the 
spates.  But  by  addressing  Congress,  we  shall  prepare  the 
way  for  such  application.  We  ought  to  explain  our  views 
and  plan  soon  and  fully  ;  so  that  they  may  be  seen  and  under- 
stood by  the  nation.  The  sooner  and  the  more  fully  this  is 
done  the  better  ;  and  in  no  way  can  it  be  so  well  done,  as  by 
an  application  to  Congress,  and  the  discussions  to  which  it 
will  give  rise.  Thus  our  light,  instead  of  remaining  hid  un- 
der a  bushel,  will  be  placed  on  high,  and  seen  by  the  nation. 

W.  Jones,  Esq.  made  some  remarks  concerning  the  difficulty 
of  the  subject  under  discussion,  and  proposed  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted*   . 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  just  offered  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  five,  who  shall  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  an  immediate  application  to  Congress,  and  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  aid  to  be  asked  for  ;  and,  that  the  said 
committee  report  the  result  of  its  inquiries  to  an  adjourned 
meeting  of  this  Society,  on  Friday,  5th  March  next. 

The  committee  appointed  under  this  resolution  were— 
Gen.  R.  G.  Harper,  W.  Jones,  Esq.  Wm.  H.  Fitzhugh,  Esq. 
Geo.  C.  F.  Mejlcer,  Gen.  John  Ma*o*. 

C 


18 

On  motion  by  G.  W.  P.  Custis,  Esq.  Resolved,  That  this' 
nieeting  consider  the  important  cervices  rendered  to  the  Afri- 
can Colony  when  in  circumstances  of  great  distress,  by  Capt. 
Robert  Traill  Spence,  and  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  U.  S. 
ship  Cyane,  services  which  were  performed  by  them  at  the 
hazard  of  their  lives,  as  entitling  them  to  the  gratitude  and  re- 
spect of  all  the  friends  of  mankind. 

On  motion  of  Gen.  C.  F.  Mercer,  Resolved,  That  this 
meeting  recommend  to  their  friends  the  formation,  as  soon  as 
practicable,  of  an  Auxiliary  State  Society,  in  the  principal 
city  of  each  state  in  the  Union,  and  the  establishment  of 
Societies  subordinate  to  these,  in  each  county  or  town  of  the 
several  states. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Wm.  Hawley,  Resolved,  That  (his  So- 
ciety deeply  lament  the  untimely  death  of  Lieutenant  Rich- 
ard Dashiell,  Commandant  of  the  United  States'  schooner 
Augusta,  whose  piety  and  zeal  in  behalf  ef  religion,  and  of 
the  interest  and  prosperity  of  this  Society,  entitle  his  memory 
to  be  cherished  with  the  most  affectionate  regard,  by  all  the 
friends  of  this  institution. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  Resolved,  That  this  So- 
ciety is  deeply  sensible  of  its  great  obligations  to  Captain 
Lain;,  Captain  IVfCoy,  Captain  Woolrige,  Lieutenant  Roth- 
era  v,  and  those  other  officers  in  the  service  of  bis  Britannic 
Majesty,  who,  during  the  recent  contest  between  the  Ameri- 
can colony  and  the  native  tribes,  contributed  very  important 
aid  to  our  infant  settlement. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Luther  Rice,  Resolved,  That  this  meet- 
ing are  truly  sensible  of  the  great  generosity  and  disinterest- 
edness of  Mr.  R.  Seton,  who,  in  a  time  of  distress,  offered  his 
services  to  the  colony,  and  that  they  deeply  lament  his  death. 
On  motion  of  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  Resolved,  That  this  meet- 
ing consider  the  conduct  of  Midshipman  Gordon,  and  his  brave 
companions,  of  his  Britannic  Majesty's  schooner  Driver,  who, 
when  the  colony  was  in  a  condition  of  great  peril,  offered 
their  services  for  its  defence,  most  of  whom  sacrificed  their 
lives  for  its  benefit,  as  most  magnanimous,  and  entitling  their 
memory  to  a  grateful,  sacred,  and  perpetual  regard. 

On  motion  of  Gen.  John  Mason,  Resolved,  That  the  able  ser- 
vices of  Dr.  Eli  Ayres,  the  Agent  of  the  Society  in  the  African 
colony,  have  entitled  him  to  the  gratitude,  confidence,  and  es- 
teem, of  this  meeting,  and  of  all  the  friends  of  the  objects  it 
has  ki  view. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  Officers  of  the  Society  elect- 
ed st  the  last  annual  meeting,  be  continued  for  the  ensuing  year. 
Resolved,  That  the  Society  now  adjourn,  to  meet  again  at 
the  same  place,  on  Friday,  6th  March  next. 
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With  the  warmest  gratitude  and  invigorated 
hope,  the  Board  record  the  events  connected  with 
their  institution  during  the  past  year* 

Aware  of  the  exposed  and  suffering  condition  of 
the  colony,  the  Managers  proceeded,  immediately 
after  the  publication  of  their  last  Report,  notwith- 
standing the  unfavourable  season,  to  select  emigrants 
and  obtain  supplies  for  an  expedition.  Efforts 
had  been  previously,  but  unsuccessfully  made,  to 
accomplish  this  object,  and  the  delay  was  occasioned 
by  circumstances  which  the  Board  could  not  con- 
trol. Dr.  Ayres,  whose  previous  exertions  as  the 
government  agent  had  been  so  important,  consented 
to  return ;  sixty-one  coloured  persons  were  received 
as  colonists,  and  the  brig  Oswego,  Capt  Wightman, 
was  chartered,  to  convey  this  reinforcement,  with 
its  stores,  to  Africa. .  At  this  crisis,  most  alarming 
intelligence  was  received  from  the  Colony. 

In  the  hope  of  relieving  themselves  from  strangers 
whose  operations  began  to  excite  apprehension,  and 
of  pillaging  their  dwellings,  all  the  tribes  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Cape  had  combined  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  settlement,  and,  strengthened  by  numer- 
ous mercenary  warriours  from  the  interiour,had  pro- 
ceeded to  violent  and  repeated  attacks.  Though 
the  whole  military  force  of  the  Colony  did  not  at 
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this  time  exceed  thirty  men,  yet  their  favourable  po- 
sition, superior  arms  and  skill,  and  valorous  spirit 
enabled  them  to  repel,  on  the  8th  of  November, 
800  of  the  natives,  and  on  the  1st  of  December, 
according  to  the  estimation  of  the  Agent,  nearly 
double  this  number,  with  a  loss  of  only  four  killed 
and  three  wounded. 

The  same  letters  which  informed  the  Board  of 
this  unfortunate  contest,  announced  the  cessation  of 
hostilities,  in  consequence  of  the  consent  of  the  na- 
tives, to  refer  all  matters  of  difference  to  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Sierra  Leone.  Though  the  intelligent  and 
manly  resistence  of  the  settlers  contributed  in  no 
small  degree  to  discourage  the  assailants,  yet  for  the 
truce  just  mentioned,  the  Colony  was  principally 
indebted  to  the  kind  interference  of  several  British 
naval  officers,  particularly  to  that  of  Capt.  Laing, 
the  celebrated  African  traveller,  whose  familiar  ac- 
quaintance with  the  native  character  gave  facility 
and  advantage  to  his  negotiations.* 

Though  this  information  was  received  only  a  few 
days  before  the  departure  of  the  Oswego,  and  when 
the  colonists  were  already  assembled  for  embarka- 
tion, yet  duty  as  well  as  policy  demanded,  that  it 
should  not  be  concealed;  that  those  who  were 
about  to  link  all  their  temporal  interests  with  the 
destinies  of  the  establishment  in  Africa,  should  not 
be  left  ignorant  of  its  condition  and  prospects.  A 
full  statement  was  therefore  made  to  them  of  all  the 
facts  just  related ;  they  were  told  that  before  them 

•  Appendix,  papers  marked  A. 
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were  trials,  perhaps  death:  that  a  Colony  could  sur- 
vive in  Africa  only  through  the  efforts  of  energetic, 
patient,  and  fearless  men ;  that  regrets  would  be  too 
late  when  they  were  landed  on  a  distant  shore  ;  that 
they  were  now  at  full  liberty  to  remain  in  this  coup- 
try  ;  yet  the  Board  record  it  with  pleasure,  as  an 
honourable  instance  of  resolution,  that  no  change 
was  expressed  in  the  purpose  of  a  single  individual. 
The  Oswego  sailed  from  Baltimore  on  the  1 6th  of 
April,  and  arrived  at  Cape  Montserado  on  the  24th 
of  May.  The  joy  excited  at  the  Colony  by  this 
event  cannot  be  described.  Unfortunately,  the  war, 
and  subsequent  attention  to  works  of  defence,  had 
prevented  any  due  preparation  for  the  reception  of 
emigrants,  and  though  this  circumstance,  at  any 
season,  must  have  occasioned  deep  regret,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  rains  it  was  peculiarly  dis- 
tressing. A  fever  soon  commenced,  and  spread  with 
great  rapidity  amongst  the  new  colonists.  This 
was  not  unexpected ;  and  considering  the  previous 
exertions  of  these  people  to  unload  the  ship,  their 
wretched  accommodations,  their  early  deprivation 
of  the  personal  attentions  of  Dr.  Ay  res,  who  was 
among  the  first  seized  by  the  disease ;  the  occur- 
rence of  eight  deaths,  furnishes  in  the  view  of  the 
Board,  no  reason  for  change  in  the  opinion  which 
they  have  entertained  of  the  African  climate.  Let 
it  be  remembered,  that  this  fever  has  been  generally 
mild,  and  that  it  has  appeared  in  no  instance  among 
those  who  have  resided  one  year  at  the  Colony.  A 
tropical  climate  is  always  trying  for  a  short  season, 
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to  foreign  constitutions,  and  the  air  of  Mohtserade 
is,  the  Board  are  well  convinced,  pregnant  with  no 
danger,  frhich  is  not  annually  encountered  by  thou- 
sands, who  emigrate  to  the  West  Indies,  or  to  the 
low  lands  of  our  southern  states. 

Nothing,  surely,  can  be  more  unphilosophical, 
than  to  attribute  an  effect  to  one  cause  rather  than 
to  another,  when  various  causes  exist,  any  one  of 
which  may,  with  the  same  probability,  have  produc- 
ed it,  or  to  consider  an  effect  as  resulting  from  one 
only  of  several  existing  causes,  which  is  most  fre- 
quently produced  by  their  combined  power.  Every 
intelligent  and  candid  man  must  perceive,  that  the 
mortality  among  the  colonists  in  Africa,  may  be  im- 
puted to  other  single  causes  with  no  less  propriety 
than  to  the  influence  of  climate,  and  that  to  consider 
the  climate  as  alone  efficient  in  the  production  of  this 
mortality,  would  be,  to  leave  unnoticed  circum- 
stances, which  all  history  will  show,  have  in  their 
simultaneous  agency  excited  diseases  destructive  to 
human  life.  One  half  the  emigrants  who  landed 
at  Plymouth,  in  the  winter  of  1620,  died  before 
spring.  Did  this  fact  furnish  ground  for  the  con- 
clusion that  the  settlement  of  New-England  was 
impracticable?  The  affirmative  of  this  question 
might  be  consistently  maintained  by  him,  who,  from 
the  misfortunes  which  have  impeded  the  progress 
of  our  Society,  can  deduce  an  argument  to  prove  its 
design  without  wisdom,  and  its  success  impossible. 

And  here,  the  Board  cannot  but  advert  to  the  mis- 
representations, which  have,  through  the  sedulity  of 
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opposers,  obtained  an  extensive  circulation,  and 
endeavour , by  the  exhibition  of  a  few  facts,  to  remove 
any  false  impressions  which  these  fictitious  reports 
may  have  left  on  the  public  mind 

Since  the  origin  of  the  Society,  two  hundred 
and  twenty-five  emigrants,  exclusive  of  those  now 
en  their  passage,  in  the  ship  Cyrus,  have  sailed 
to  Africa  under  the  patronage  of  the  Board. 
The  census  received  with  the  last  letters  from 
Dr.  Aytes,  states  the  number  then  at  the  Colo- 
ny, to  be  one  hundred  and  forty.  Let  it  not  be 
supposed!?  thast  this  diminution  of  numbers  has 
resulted  from  mortality  alone.  Previous  to  the 
purchase  of  Cape  Montserado,  several  discontent- 
ed individuals  -abandoned  the  Colony  and  settled 
at  Sierra  Leone,  others  returned  to  this  coun- 
try. Information  of  forty-six  deaths  only  has  been  \ 
received  by  the  Board.  That  more  have  occurred,/ 
the  Board  have  no  reason  to  believe.  Twenty-two* 
of  these  we*e  among  the  passengers  in  the  Eliza- 
beth, the  first  vessel  sent  by  the  Society  to  Africa, 
$nd  occurred  soon  after  her  arrival,  near  the  com- 
mencement of  the  rains,  through  the  unhealthiness 
of  the  spot  on  which,  for  a  season,  they  were  com- 
pelled to  reside,  and  various  other  causes,  by  which 
future  emigrants  can  never  be  affected.  Four  others 
took  place  while  the  colonists  were  at  Sierra  Leone , 
two  of  them  only  were  the  result  of  fever.  Twen- 
ty others  have  taken  place  at  the  Colony  since  its 
establishment  at  Cape  Montserado  early  in  the 
spring  of  1 822 ;  of  these,  four  were  killed  in  the 
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recent  contest  with  the  natives ;  two  were  drowned, 
one  died  at  the  age  of  eighty  through  gradual  de- 
cay, and  one  perished  through  his  own  rashness. 
Four  others  were  children  under  four  years  of  age. 
Now,  the  Board  appeal  to  the  candour  of  their 
countrymen,  and  ask,  whether,  when  the  difficulties 
and  trials  which  must  for  a  season,  be  inevitably . 
experienced  by  every  new  settlement  on  a  distant 
and  barbarous  shore,  are  duly  considered,  the  facts 
just  related,  furnish  reasons  to  conclude,  that  the 
establishment  of  a  Colony  in  Airica  is  impracticable? 

Mention  has  been  already  made  of  the  friendly 
aid  afforded  to  the  Colony,  when  in  circumstances 
of  extreme*  peril,  by  the  officers  and  crew  of  his 
Britannic  Majesty's  schooner,  the  Prince  Regent. 
To  secure  a  compliance  on  the  part  of  the  natives 
with  the  terms  of  the  treaty  concluded  by  Captain 
Laing,  the  commander  of  this  vessel,  Capt.  M'Coy, 
permitted  Midshipman  Gordon  and  eleven  sailors, 
belonging  to  the  Driver,  who  nobly  offered  them- 
selves to  the  service,  to  remain  at  the  Colony  until 
affairs  should  be  finally  adjusted. 

The  purposes  of  heaven  are  too  dark  and  deep 
for  the  scrutiny  of  mortals;  they  frustrate  our 
best  concerted  measures,  and  frequently  resign  the 
noble-hearted  to  trials  and  death,  on  the  very 
field  of  honourable  and  disinterested  action.  In  the 
midst  of  his  zealous  efforts  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Colony,  Mr.  Gordon  was  attacked  by  an  inflamma- 
tory fever,  which,  on  the  23th  of  December,  termi- 
nated his  life,  and  by  the  conclusion  of  the  first 
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week  in  January,  eight  of  his  companions  had  shared 
the  same  fate. 

*  "  At  the  time  of  Mr.  Gordon's  decease,"  says 
Mr.  Ashmun,  "  several  vessels,  two  of  which  were 
armed  cruizers,  were  lying  at  the  Cape,  and  we 
were  enabled  on  the  following  day,  to  pay  our  last 
respects  to  his  remains  by  interring  them,  shrouded 
in  the  British  flag,  with  the  honours  of  war.  The 
procession  was  composed  of  guards,  a  band  of  mu- 
sicians, physician,  clergyman,  pall-bearers,  carriers, 
and  nearly  every  individual  of  the  Colony  who  was 
able  to  walk  to  the  grave.  The  whole  was  con- 
ducted with  that  decent  solemnity,  which  bespoke 
the  deep  feeling  of  a  large  proportion  of  those 
who  assisted  on  the  occasion,  for  Mr.  Gordon's 
amiable  qualities  could  not  fail  to  recommend  him 
to  all  his  acquaintance.  The  language  of  the 
Society's  Agent,  when  communicating  the  intelli- 
gence of  this  melancholy  event  to  Lieut.  Rotheray, 
commander  of  his  Britannic  Majesty's  brig  Snapper, 
is  so  pertinent,  and  accords  so  entirely  with  the 
feelings  of  the  Board,  that  they  beg  leave  here  to 
introduce  it  "  To  express  the  regret  I  feel,  says 
this  gentleman,  that  a  measure  so  full  of  benevo- 
lence as  the  leaving  this  little  force  with  us  should 
have  so  disasterous  an  issue,  it  is  superfluous  to  at- 
tempt, as  I  should  but  wrong  my  own  feelings." 

"  We  have  derived  from  the  presence  of  these  un- 
fortunate men  a  great Jbenefit ;  it  assisted  in  a  pow- 
erful manner  to  allay  the  warlike  spirit  of  the  na- 
tives ;  inspired  a  fresh  spirit  of  resolution  into  oar 
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people,  and  relieved  them  for  nearly  three  week* 
from  a  part  of  their  almost  insupportable  burthens.  I 
shall  rest  it,  he  continues,  with  the  honour  of  my  gov* 
ernment,  to  make  such  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
favours  rendered  by  the  officers  and  other  agents  of 
yours  employed  on  this  coast,  as  justice  and  a  pro- 
per estimate  of  the  beneficial  influence  of  interna- 
tional favours,  given  and  received,  plainly  dictate.'** 
Several  children  who  had  been  taken  captive  from 
the  settlement  during  the  war,  were,  on  the  return  of 
peace, immediately  restored.  An  advantageous  trade 
was  commenced  with  the  tribes  in  the  interiour? 
and  before  the  arrival  of  the  Oswego,  the  condition 
of  the  Colony  was  evidently  improved.  The  Uni- 
ted States'  sloop  of  war,  Cyane,  Capt  Spence,  had 
been  at  the  Colony  in  the  month  of  April,  and  her 
officers  and  crew  left  there  the  monuments  of  their 
zealous  and  persevering  exertions.  It  is  impossible 
to  estimate  too  highly  the  services  of  Capt  Spence 
and  his  generous  companions.  When  informed  of 
the  sufferings  of  the  Colony,  they  immediately  re- 
paired to  Sierra  Leone,  fitted  for  sea  the  schooner 
Augusta,  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  has- 
tening to  the  Colony,  offered  it  most  cheerfully, 
every  aid  iif  their  power*  Though  the  cruize  of  the 
Cyane  had  been  already  protracted  in  an  unhealthy 
climate,  Capt.  Spence  resolved  without  hesitation 
toremain  so  long  on  the  coast  as  should  be  necessary 
to  complete  a  work  of  defence,  and  make  suitable 
provision  for  the  approaching  rains.  He  furnished 
the  Colony  with  supplies  and  ammunition,  built  a 

*  Appendix,  paper  matked  B. 
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house  for  the  Agent,  and  erected  a  tower  of  strong 
mason  work,  which,  though  somewhat  injured  by 
the  subsequent  rains,  will,  it  is  believed,  prove  an 
entire  defence  against  the  barbarians.  Having 
nearly  accomplished  his  designs,  this  efficient  officer 
was  interrupted  in  his  exertions  by  the  sickness  of 
his  crew,  increased,  no  doubt,  by  the  burning  sun 
of  that  climate,  and  he  was  compelled  to  leave  the 
Colony  on  the  15th  of  April. 

The  benevolence  and  zeal  of  Capt.  Spence  on 
this  occasion,  are  the  more  striking,  from  the  circum- 
stance of  his  labouring  under  great  debility  from  a 
fever  contracted  during  a  cruize  of  several  months 
previous  in  the  West  Indies. 

Determined,  however,  to  neglect  nothing,  which 
might  contribute  to  the  results  expected  by  govern- 
ment from  an  agency  on  the  African  coast,  Capt. 
Spence  instructed  Lieut.  Dashiell  to  take  command 
©f  the  Augusta,  with  a  crew  of  six  white  and  six 
coloured  men,  and  to  cruize  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Colony,  for  the  purpose  of  at  once  subserving  its 
interests  and  aiding  in  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade. 

The  Board  deeply  regret  to  say  that  Lieuten- 
ant Dashiell  died  at  Sierra  Leone,  on  the  22d 
of  June.  This  mournful  event  has  deprived  the 
navy  of  an  able  officer,  and  the  church  of  a  dis- 
tinguished christian.  Midshipman  R.  R.  M'Mullin 
succeeded  him  in  the  command  of  the  Augusta, 
which  is  still  on  the  coast  of  Africa.* 

The  duties  of  the  agency  being  found  very  ardu- 
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ous,  Mr.  Richard  Seton,  first,  clerk  of  the  Cyane, 
highly  recommended  by  Capt.  Spence,  consented 
to  remain  for  a  season  at  the  Colony,  and  assist  in 
a  work  evidently  too  great  for  a  single  individual. 
His  services,  though  valuable,  were  short ;  a  violent 
fever  soon  reduced  him  to  extreme  weakness,  he 
lingered  for  some  months  and  died  in  the  Oswego 
on  his  return  to  the  United  States.  If  it  is  glorious 
to  die  for  one's  country,  surely  those  who  fall  while 
aiding  the  cause  of  humanity,  liberty,  virtue,  in  a 
distant  land,  fall  nobly,  and  deserve  a  grateful  and 
lasting  remembrance. 

Since  the  arrival  of  Dr.  Ajrcs,  the  number  of 
buildings  at  the  Colony  has  been  considerably  in- 
creased ;  certain  irregular  habits  among  the  younger 
emigrants  corrected ;  and  a  system  of  government 
adopted,  which  promises  to  exert  an  efficient  and 
most  salutary  influence.  The  division  of  the  land 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  settlement,  among  the  several 
families,  has  before  this,  no  doubt,  been  effected,  as 
Dr.  Ayres  observes  in  his  last  communication,  "  I 
have  fixed  upon  the  1st  of  November  for  the  time 
when  all  rations  will  cease  to  be  delivered  except 
to  invalids."  Such  a  division  must  minister  every 
encouragement  to  industry,  the  great  promoter  of 
virtue,  peace,  and  universal  prosperity.* 

The  evidences  of  public  favour  which  the  Board 
have  received  during  the  year,  have  afforded  the 
highest  encouragement,  and  they  can  no  longer 
doubt  that  a  general  knowledge  of  their  plans  will 
be  succeeded  by  the  common  and  vigorous  efforts- 

*  Apptndixj  pipers  A  also  D. 
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of  the  country  to  execute  them,  and  that  the  design 
of  the  Colonization  Society,  notwithstanding  the 
opposition  it  has  experienced,  will  yet  he  consumma- 
ted by  the  combined  energies  of  a  nation,  and  ap- 
proved by  the  civilized  world.  A  thousand  power- 
ful minds  scattered  throughout  the  Union,  are 
at  work  for  this  institution ;  the  objects  which 
it  is  intended  to  promote  are  every  where  becoming 
subjects  of  thought  and  conversation,  and  the  spirit 
of  deep  concern  for  its  result  is  rapidly  extending, 
securing  to  it  the  counsels  of  wisdom,  the  donations 
of  wealth,  and  the  prayers  of  religion. 

During  the  spring,  the  Society  for  Inquiry  con- 
cerning Missions  in  the  Theological  Seminary  at 
Andover,  thought  proper  to  make  the  Colonization 
Society  a  subject  for  investigation.     A  committee 
appointed  for  the  purpose  prepared  a  report  com- 
prising the  principal  facts  in  the  history  of  our  So- 
ciety, and  presenting  what  was  deemed  a  fair  view 
of  its  claims  to  patronage.     This  report  wfas  written 
with  great  ability,  and  produced  uncommon  excite- 
ment. When  presented,  there  was  a  unanimous  and 
heartfelt  expression  of  regard  for  the  cause  of  the 
Colonization  Society,  and  a  resolution  adopted  to 
appeal  to  the  public  in  its  behalf.     That  this  might 
be  done  with  the  greatest  advantage,  two  gentlemen 
were  requested  to  proceed  to  Washington  and  con- 
fer with  the  Members  of  the  Board.    They  were 
accordingly  present  at  a  meeting  in  June,  and  the 
Board  received  from  them  much  important  intelli- 
gence, as  well  as  several  suggestions  deserving  very 
serious  consideration. 
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During  the  deliberations  at  this  time,  the  Board 
resolved  to  represent,  without  delay,  in  a  publick 
address,  the  necessity  for  an  immediate  augmen- 
tation of  their  funds  ;*  to  appoint  agents  in  different 
states  to  solicit  contributions  and  form  auxiliary  so- 
cieties ;  to  issue  a  prospectus  of  a  periodical  work 
to  be  published  under  the  direction  of  the  Board 
whenever  the  number  of  subscribers  should  be  ade- 
quate to  its  support ;  and  to  leave  neglected  no  pos- 
sible means  of  increasing  the  numbers  and  resources 
of  the  Colony  before  the  return  of  the  rainy  season. 

The  Rev.  Chester  Wright,  of  Montpelier,  Vt.  one 
of  die  earliest  and  most  efficient  friends  to  the  So- 
ciety, kindly  consented  to  accept  a  commission  of 
agency  for  a  few  weeks  in  New-England,  and 
though  many  obstacles  were  thrown  in  his  way,  his 
indefatigable  exertions  have  greatly  advanced  the 
cause.  Assisted  by  the  Rev.  Leonard  Bacon,  a 
young  gentleman  to  whom  the  Board  are  greatly 
indebted  for  an  able  review*  of  their  Reports,  first 
published  in  the  Christian  Spectator,  and  since  co- 
pied into  various  periodical  works,  the  efforts  of 
Mr.  Wright  have  excited  an  interest  in  the  northern 
churches,  which,  the  Board  trust,  will  be  perma- 
nent. The  recent  donation  from  the  Vermont  So- 
ciety, proves  that  the  Board  may  expect  most  im- 
portant assistance  from  New-England. 

In  the  state  of  New- York,  the  Rev.  Loring  l). 
Dewey  has  performed,  with  distinguished  zeal  and 
activity,  for  some  months,  the  duties  of  agent,  and 
by  his  unremitted  endeavours,  effected  the  establish- 

*  Appendix,  papers  marked  B.  alio  appendix,  E. 


31 

ment  of  several  auxiliary  societies,  An  association 
of  this  kind  in  New- York  city,  which  has  existed 
for  several  years,  seems  to  have  experienced  a  re- 
animating influence,  and  in  their  recent  report  the 
managers  record  with  pleasure  "their  firm  and 
unalterable  conviction  in  favour  of  the  great  cause 
in  which  they  are  enlisted."  They  believe  it  to  be 
a  project  not  only  practicable,  but  pregnant  with 
the  greatest  blessings  to  humanity** 

From  the  report  of  the  Rev.  Wm.  M'Kenney,  re- 
cently employed  as  agent  for  three  months  in  Dela- 
ware and  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  and 
Virginia,  the  Board  conclude  that  the  opinions  and 
sentiments  entertained  by  the  most  enlightened  peo- 
ple in  those  places,  are  decidedly  favourable  to  their 
object  Though  compelled  by  severe  illness  to  desist 
for  some  weeks  from  his  exertions,  Mr*  M'Kenney 
lias  presented  the  plans  of  the  Colonization  Society 
to  the  consideration  of  many  intelligent  men,  ap- 
pealed to  the  churches  for  aid,  assisted  in  the  for- 
mation of  several  auxiliary  institutions,  and  thus 
rendered  important  services  to  the  general  cause. 
Mr.  M'Kenney  every  where  received  the  kindest 
attention,  and  was  assured  by  the  distinguished  men, 
that  on  their  part  nothing  should  be  neglected  which 
might  be  calculated  to  cherish  or  extend  the  flame 
which  he  had  kindled,  or  by  the  adoption  of  mea- 
sures for  general  and  systematic  collections,  minister 
aid  to  the  great  enterprise  in  which  the  Society  is 
engaged.*  „• 

The  recent  formation  of  auxiliary  societies  in 

*  Appendix,  F.     Appendix,  G. 
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Richmond,  Petersburg,  and  Portsmouth,  Virginia; 
the  eminent  names  enrolled  among  their  members ; 
the  liberal  donations  already  transmitted ;  and  the 
deep  interest  expressed  in  the  operations  of  the 
parent  Society,  are  circumstances  recorded  by  the 
Board  with  peculiar  pleasure,  not  only  as  import- 
ant immediate  benefits,  but  as  auspicious  omens  of 
far  greater  good. 

Three  very  respectable  societies  have  also  been 
organized  in  this  District,  and  promise  considerable 
aid  to  the  parent  institution.  To  whom,  indeed, 
can  the  Board  look  for  support,  at  times  when  un- 
expected, immediate,  and  energetic  action  is  de- 
manded, and  of  course,  when  no  assistance  can  be 
derived  from  distant  friends,  unless  to  those  in  their 
vicinity  who  have  professed  their  regard  for  the 
Society ;  who  are  almost  necessarily  acquainted 
with  its  difficulties,  and  can  inspect  all  its  opera- 
tions. 

And  why  may  not  similar  auxiliary  institutions 
be  formed  in  most  of  the  counties  and  towns 
throughout  the  Union  ?  Two  or  three  individuals, 
possessed  of  zeal,  industry,  and  perseverance  in  any 
degree  like  that  which  the  cause  merits,  would,  it 
Is  believed,  seldom  make  an  attempt  to  concentrate 
opinion,  and  collect  donations  in  their  neighbour- 
hood in  aid  of  the  parent  Society  without  success. 

At  the  session  of  the  Synod  of  North-Carolina, 
held  in  Fayetteville  in  September  last,  it  was  re- 
solved "  to  recommend  to  each  of  its  ministers  to 
take  such  measures  as  might  be  necessary  during 
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the  ensuing  year,  for  informing  himself  respecting 
the  origin,  progress,  and  present  state  of  the  Colo- 
nization Society,  and  respecting  its  transactions  to 
the  present  date,  and  to  take  occasion  to  preach 
one  discourse,  at  least,  to  his  congregations,  in  the 
course  of  the  year  upon  this  important  subject" 
This  resolution  was  received  without  a  dissenting 
voice.    Resolutions  expressing  the  most  cordial  ap- 
probation of  the  design  of  our  Society,  were,  about 
this  time,  unanimously  adopted  by  the  synod  of 
Philadelphia  and  Virginia.    The  General  Conven- 
tion of  the    Protestant  Episcopal  churches,  the 
General  Baptist  Convention,  and  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  Presbyterian  churches  have,  it  is 
well  known,  given  their  sanction  to  the  enter- 
prise of  the  Board.     The  Board  cannot  record 
these  honourable  and  auspicious  movements  among 
the  ministers  of  religion,  without  devout  acknow- 
ledgments to  their  great  Benefactor,  and  an  earnest 
prayer  for  his  future  benediction. 

Nothing,  surely,  could  afford  the  Board  more  sin- 
cere gratification,  than  to  be  able  in  the  prosecution 
of  their  design,  to  assist,  in  a  manner  and  degree, 
however  humble,  the  benevolent  and  magnanimous 
intentions  of  the  national  government  towards  such 
Africans  as  may  be  imported  into  the  country  in 
contravention  to  the  laws,  and  the  belief  that  they 
may  have  contributed  in  any  measure  to  the  utility 
of  the  governmental  agency  on  the  African  coast,  is  a 
powerful  motive  for  future  and  undeminished  exer- 
tion.   And  here,  the  Board  beg  leave  to  introduce 

from  the  January  number  of  the  North  American 
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Heview,  from  the  pen  of  the  Rev.  Jared  Sparks,  aft 
-entire  account  of  certain  captured  Africans  wh* 
•  have  been  recently  transported  to  the  Colony  under 
the  protection  of  the  United  States.  Those  who 
would  see  a  concise  history  of  the  progress,  and  a 
lucid  exposition  of  the  views  of  the  Colonization 
Society,  will  find  the  whole  article  worthy  an  at- 
tentive perusal. 

"  Some  weeks  ago,"  says  the  writer,  "  a  vessel 
came  into  the  harbour  of  Baltimore,  which  from  vari- 
ous circumstances  was  thought  to  have  negroes  un- 
lawfully detained  on  board.  So  strong  was  the  ground 
of  suspicion,  that  a  few  individuals  took  on  them- 
selves the  responsibility  of  searching  the  vessel,  and 
they  found  concealed  eleven  negroes,  who  were  for- 
eigners, incapable  of  speaking  or  understanding  the 
English  language.  A  prosecution  was  accordingly 
entered  against  the  captain  as  being  engaged  in  the 
slave-trade ;  but  as  he  affirmed,  that  the  negroeS 1 
were  his  own  property  lawfully  acquired,  and  no 
proof  to  the  contrary  could  be  adduced,  he  was  ac- 
quitted. The  law  demands  that  in  all  doubtful 
claims  to  the  property  of  slaves,  the  labour  of  proof 
shall  rest  with  the  claimant,  and  as  the  captain  in 
the  present  case  could  produce  no  sueh  proof,  the 
negroes  were  detained  by  the  court,  although  he  was 
permitted  to  escape.  Through  the  humanity  of 
some  of  the  active  members  of  the  Colonization 
Society,*  these  negroes  were  provided  for  by  being 
distributed  among  several  families  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Baltimore,  to  remain  till  they  should  lean 
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the  language  and  be  able  to  express  their  wishes  in 
regard  to  their  future  destination. 

"  Fortunately,  about  this  time,  a  young  African  by 
the  name  of  Wilkinson,  a  native  of  the  Susoo  coun- 
try on  the  Rio  Pongas,  arrived  in  Baltimore.  Some 
years  ago,  a  chief  of  the  Susoo's  entrusted  two  of 
his  sons  to  the  care  of  the  captain  of  a  French  ves* 
sel,  trading  in  the  Rio  Pongas,  who  promised  to 
take  them  to  the  West  Indies,  have  them  educated, 
and  return  them  at  the  end  of  four  years.  When 
the  stipulated  time  had  gone  by,  and  nothing  was 
heard  of  the  boys,  Wilkinson  was  despatched  to  the 
West  Indies  to  search  them  out;  he  succeeded  in 
finding  them,  but  had  the  mortification  to  learn  that 
the  treacherous  captain  had  not  been  true  to  his 
word ;  he  had  deserted  the  boys,  and  they  were 
turned  over  to  work  with  the  slaves.  Wilkinson  re- 
covered them,  however,  without  difficulty,  sent 
them  to  their  father,  and  came  himself  to  Baltimore 
to  take  passage  home  in  the  Colonization  Packet. 
He  had  already  been  several  years  in  England,  and 
spoke  our  language  with  fluency.  Soon  after  his 
arrival  he  visited  some  of  the  recaptured  Africans 
just  mentioned,  and  discovered  that  they  came  from 
the  region  bordering  on  his  own  country,  and  spoke 
a  dialect  which  he  well  understood,  although  it  was 
not  bis  native  Susoo  tongue.  They  were  overjoyed 
at  seeing  a  person  with  whom  they  could  converse, 
but  were  incredulous  when  he  told  them  that  they 
were  free,  and  might  return  home  if  they  chose. 
They  said  ho  was  deceiving  them,  that  they  knew 
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they  were  slaves,  and  should  never  again  see  their 
native  land,  their  relatives  and  friends ;  so  thorough- 
ly were  they  impressed  with  the  melancholy  convic- 
tion of  being  in  slavery,  that  no  protestations  could 
make  them  believe  in  his  entire  sincerity.    They 
exclaimed  with  raptures  at  the  thought  of  freedom, 
and  of  going  back  to  Africa,  but  would  not  hope 
that  such  a  dream  could  ever  be  realized.    The 
situation  of  these  persons  was  made  known  by  the 
Colonization  Society  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  who  said,  that  if  proper  certificates  were 
given  of  their  desire   to  return,  the  government 
would  pay  the  expense  of  transportation.  The  navy 
agent  at  Baltimore  was  ordered  to  have  them  ex- 
amined.   They  were  brought  together  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  as  the  examination  could  only  be  carried 
on  through  Wilkinson  as  interpreter,  he  gave  his 
testimony  under  oath.    We  shall  speak  of  this  in- 
teresting examination  nearly  in  the  words  of  Mr. 
Coale,  secretary  of  the  Baltimore  auxiliary  society, 
who  was  present  and  took  an  account  of  the  pro- 
ceedings in  writing.   The  general  question  was  put 
to  them  severally,  whether  they  wished  to  remain 
in  this  country  as  freemen,  or  be  sent  to  Montscrado, 
and  thence  if  practicable  to  their  homes ;  Dowrey 
was  the  first  who  was  called  to  answer.    He  was  a 
chief  in  his  own  country,  of  whom  Wilkinson  had 
some  knowledge ;  he  replied,  "  I  wish  to  go  home, 
I  wish  to  see  my  father,  my  wife,  and  children ;  I 
have  been  at  Montserado,  I  live  but  three  day's  walk 
from  that  place."    Barterou  answered,  "  Let  me 
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go  home,  I  have  a  wife,  I  have  two  children,  I  live 
a  morning's  walk  from  Dowrey."  The  next  per- 
son called  was  Mousah,  the  son  of  a  highly  respect- 
able chief,  with  whom  Wilkinson  was  personally 
acquainted ;  he  had  been  living  with  Gen.  Harper, 
and  when  asked  if  he  was  not  disposed  to  remain 
and  be  instructed,  and  go  home  hereafter  and  teach 
his  countrymen,  he  replied ;  "  General  Harper  is  a 
good  man,  he  will  give  me  clothes  and  food,  and  be 
kind  to  me,  but  he  cannot  give  me  my  wife  and 
children."  When  the  general  question  was  put  to 
Cubangerie,  he  replied ;  "  Why  do  you  ask  this 
question  over  and  over  ?  I  am  so  rejoiced  at  the 
thoughts  of  returning,  that  I  want  words  to  express 
myself.  Do  you  not  know  that  nothing  is  so  dear 
as  a  man's  home  ?"  Mazzey  said,  "  my  mother  is 
living,  my  father  is  living,  I  have  two  sisters,  I  shall 
be  grateful  to  those  who  send  me  to  my  family  and 
friends."  The  answer  of  Fangbah  was,  "  I  shall 
be  joyful  to  go  home,  I  have  a  father,  mother,  wife, 
sister,  and  three  children  to  meet  me  in  my  own 
country."  Corree  said  that  all  he  desired  was  to 
be  landed  in  Africa,  and  he  should  soon  find  his 
way  home.  Banhah  made  nearly  the  same  reply. 
"  After  these  eight  persons  were  examined,  they 
expressed  great  anxiety  to  be  joined  by  two  of  their 
companions  not  present.  These  had  been  placed 
with  a  man,  who,  it  seems,  was  not  willing  to  part 
with  them,  and  had  reported  that  they  wished  to 
remain.  This  proved  a  false  pretence  set  up  with 
a  view  to  profit  by  the  labour  of  the  negroes ;  and 
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whatever  may  be  the  power  of  the  law  in  such  a 
case,  it  will  be  difficult  to  make  it  appear  in  the 
eye  of  justice,  in  any  better  light  than  the  crime  of 
being  engaged  in  the  slave-trade.  A  writ  on  a  fic- 
titious suit  was  taken  out  against  the  negroes,  and 
they  were  thus  released  from  thraldom  and  brought 
to  the  place  of  examination.  When  they  arrived, 
their  companions  sprang  with  extacies  to  meet  them, 
embraced  them  again  and  again,  caught  them  ia 
their  arms,  raised  them  from  the  ground,  and  con- 
tinued for  half  an  hour  at  intervals  to  embrace  and 
shake  them  by  the  hand.  Nothing  could  exceed 
their  joy  at  being  told  that  they  were  free,  and 
would  sail  in  a  day  or  two  for  Africa. 

"  These  ten  persons  thus  providentially  rescued 
from  perpetual  slavery,  and  made  happy  in  the  anti- 
cipations of  again  beholding  their  native  land,  and 
of  carrying  gladness  to  many  a  weeping  disconso- 
late heart,  owed  their  deliverance  chiefly  to  the 
Colonization  Society.  They  have  gone  home  to 
prove  to  their  countrymen  and  friends,  that  white 
men  are  not  all  barbarians,  traffickers  in  human  flesh, 
and  artificers  of  human  misery ;  but  that  the  flame 
of  benevolent  feeling  may  sometimes  kindle  and 
burn  even  in  the  breasts  of  this  portion  of  their  race 
whom  they  had  hitherto  known  only  as  catchers  of 
their  own  species,  and  workers  in  crime. 

"  We  know  not  the  spring  of  other  men's  joys,  but 
as  for  ourselves,  call  it  weakness  or  enthusiasm,  or 
what  you  will,  we  frankly  confess,  that  the  heart- 
felt delight  of  having  been  instrumental  in  restoring 
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fliese  men  to  freedom;  and  happiness,  would  hare 
.been  to  us  a  double  compensation  for  all  the  em- 
barrassments, rebuffs,  and  obstacles,  numerous  and 
severe  as  they  have  been,  which  the  members  of  the 
Society  have  thus  far  experienced.  Had  they  brought 
to  pass  from  the  beginning  only  this  one  deed,  we 
would  lift  up  our  voice  in  praise  of  their  noble 
achievement  and  say  they  had  been  blessed  with  a 
good  reward.  These  rescued  Africans,  full  of  gra- 
.  titude  to  their  deliverers,  sailed  with  Wilkinson  in 
the  Fidelity,  for  Montserado,  in  October  last ;  Dr. 
Ayres  had  directions  to  send  them  home  as  soon  as 
they  arrived." 

The  Board  rejoice  to  say,  that  the  slave-trade 
seems  to  have  been  less  extensively  carried  on  dur- 
ing the  last  year,  and  to  express  their  belief,  that 
few  American  citizens  now  share  in  the  gains  of 
this  atrocious  traffick.  The  earnestness  and  deci- 
sion evinced  by  the  government  of  the  United 
States  in  its  efforts  to  abolish  this  cruel  trade ;  the 
opprobrium  and  punishment  attached  by  Congress 
to  a  violation  of  its 'enactments  on  this  subject ;  par- 
ticularly, its  recent  determination  to  consider  such 
violation  piracy,  and  to  neglect  no  reasonable  means 
of  detecting  transgressors,  have  almost,  if  not  en- 
tirely, restrained  this  traffick  under  the  American 
flag,  and  promise  to  exert  a  benign  and  powerful 
influence  upon  the  laws  of  the  whole  civilized 
world. 

The  encouragement  given  to  the  publication  pro- 
posed by  the  Board,  is  at  present  insufficient  to 
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justify  its  appearance,  though  from  the  communica- 
tions of  their  friends,  the  Managers  are  induced  to 
hope,  that  they  shall  soon  be  enabled  to  commence 
it  The  character  of  this  work  must  depend  in  no 
inconsiderable  degree  upon  information  derived 
from  the  Colony,  and  to  render  it  worthy  of  general 
patronage,  a  regular  and  frequent  correspondence 
with  the  Agent  there,  will  be  indispensable.  Inter- 
course with  the  Colony  has  already  been  greatly 
facilitated  by  the  establishment  of  a  trading  com- 
pany in  Baltimore,  and  the  Board  are  happy  to 
state  that  the  arrangements  now  making  by  govern- 
ment, to  guard  the  African  coast,  by  vessels  to  suc- 
ceed each  other  in  cruizes  of  short  duration,  will 
probably  afford  the  means  of  easy,  frequent,  and 
safe  communication. 

A  large  number  of  the  free  people  of  colour  have 
the  last  year  sought  the  patronage  of  the  Board,  and 
the  disposition  to  emigrate  to  Africa  seems  coexten- 
sive with  a  knowledge  of  the  motives  to  induce 
such  emigration.  It  were  easy  to  excite  enthusiasm 
on  this  subject,  but  the  Board  do  not  desire  it.  The 
means  will  never  equal  the  demand  for  transporta- 
tion. 

The  resolution  adopted  by  the  Board  in  the 
month  of  June,  to  increase,  if  possible,  the  strength 
of  the  Colony  during  the  present  season,  has  not 
been  neglected.  By  incessant  effort  such  means 
have  been  obtained,  as,  though  not  equal  to  the  ex- 
pense necessarily  incurred,  have  induced  the  Board 
to  charter  a  vessel ;  and  they  are  happy  to  announce 
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the  departure  of  the  ship  Cyrus,  on  the  tenth  of  last 
month,  with  more  than  one  hundred  emigrants. 
These  people  were  all  from  Petersburg,  Rich- 
mond, and  the  lower'  country  of  Virginia.  Most 
of  them  were,  it  is  believed,  ioferiour  in  intelligence, 
industry,  and  morality,  to  none  of  their  class  in  the 
country.  Among  these  is  the  Rev.  Colston  M. 
Waring,  a  respectable  coloured  preacher,  who, 
after  having  visited  the  Colony,  now  returns  with 
his  wife  and  children,  and  a  considerable  number 
of  his  pious  and  affectionate  flock.  May  the  bene- 
diction of  heaven  attend  them ;  may  the  purity  of 
their  lives  recommend  Christianity  to  barbarians ; 
may  religion  console  them  amid  all  the  discourage- 
ments of  their  work. 

The  Board  state  with  pleasure  that  the  expence 
of  transportation  to  Africa  is  far  less  than  has  been 
supposed.  One  hundred  emigrants  have  been  taken 
out  in  the  Cyrus,  liberally  supplied  with  provisions 
for  twenty-six  hundred  dollars,  making  the  cost  of 
each  individual  twenty-six  dollars.  Even  this  sum 
will,  the  Board  are  convinced,  suffer  3  very  consi- 
derable reduction  when  the  resources  of  the  Colony 
shall  be  so  augmented  as  to  allow  of  the  simultane- 
ous arrival  of  larger  reinforcements.       # 

In  conclusion,  the  Board  venture  to  express  the 
hope,  that  the  time  is  not  remote,  when  the  hearts  of 
all  the  people  in  this  country  shall  be  set  as  the 
heart  of  one  man,  to  advance  the  cause  of  coloniza- 
tion ;  when  the  state  governments  and  even  Con- 
gress* shall  bring  its  mighty  power  to  the  execution 

•  Papci  H. 
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of  a  plan,  which  the  Society  most  earnestly,  but  in 
weakness,  endeavours  to  promote ;  a  plan,  fraught 
with  the  richest  benefits  for  a  suffering  and  degraded 
people,  most  intimately,  essentially  connected,  with 
the  wealth,  strength,  and  glory  of  our  country, 
'  In  our  national  constitution,  young  and  vigorous 
as  it  is,  there  exists  a  disease,  growing  with  our 
growth  and  strengthening  with  our  strength,  which, 
unless  remedied,  will  ruin  us,  possibly  by  slow  de- 
cay, probably  by  sudden  violence.  Loudly,  then, 
as  by  an  Angel's  voice,  are  we  called  upon  to  awake, 
and  before  age  has  fixed  our  habits,  and  the  poison 
become  mingled  in  the  fount  of  life,  make  those 
exertions,  which  may  secure  perpetual  strength,  pur- 
chase immortal  glory,  and  save  us  from  terrors,  dark- 
ening as  we  advance,  which  invest  the  future  with 
^clouds  of  mysterious  and  tremendous  calamity. 
Whatever  may  be  the  fate  of  their  cause,  trusting 
in  God,  the  Board  will  persevere ;  for,  in  the  pro- 
secution of  an  enterprise,  promising  such  benevo- 
lent such  splendid  results,  they  seek  no  higher  praise 
than  that  of  having  exhibited  the  spirit  ascribed  by 
the  poet  to  the  stern  and  unconquerable  Roman, 

Cuqcta  terrarum  subacta 
Prater  atrocem  anirnum  Catonis. 


Since  the  above  Report  was  penned,  Dr.  Ayres 
has  arrived  in  this  country.  His  statements  are  such 
as  to  afford  the  strongest  encouragement  to  the 
friends  of  our  Society;*  indeed,  the  question  whether 

»  Paper  J, 
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a  Colony  can  be  established  in  Africa,  seems  to  be 
decided  in  the  affirmative.*  The  emigrants  were 
left  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health,  and  had  com- 
menced the  cultivation  of  their  grounds.  Constant 
attention,  until  very  recently,  to  works  of  defence, 
has  prevented  any  very  considerable  improvements ; 
yet,  as  the  Colony  is  now  considered  secure  from 
the  power  of  the  natives,  we  may  expect  its  pros- 
perity rapidly  to  advance.  It  must,  however,  for 
some  time  longer,  depend  in  part  for  a  subsistence 
upon  the  charities  of  this  country.  Vegetables  and 
corn  will  probably  soon  be  raised  in  abundance,  but 
the  articles  of  meat  and  clothing  must  for  one  or  two 
years  be  received  from  the  United  Sjates.  Supplies  + 
for  the  Colony  are  at  this  time  demanded.  The 
Board  of  Managers  appeal  to  their  friends  for  aid. 
Those  who  have  confided  in  the  generosity  of  the 
Society,  must  not  be  abandoned.  The  several  auxi- 
liary societies  are  most  earnestly  requested  to  trans- 
mit immediately  such  funds  as  they  may  possess, 
or  as  they  may  find  it  possible  to  obtain.  May  the 
liberality  of  the  American  people  correspond  to  the 
greatness  of  the  cause. 

Paper  K. 


44 


DR. 

Tke  American  Colonization  Society  in  Account  with  Richard 

Smith,  Treasurer  thereof. 

1822. 

April     20,  To  caih  paid  J.  Ashmun.... $100  00 

May      18,             Ditto    J.  Gideon,  Jr.... 9  00 

22,             Ditto    J.  Ashmun's  draft. ... 200  00 

Ditto            do 45  00 

25,              Ditto            do 100  00 

June      11,             Ditto    R.  R.Gurley 150  00 

24,             Ditto    Davis  and  Force 32125 

Oct.      25,             Ditto    H.  Payson,  &  Co 117  50 

1823. 

Jan.      15,             Ditto    R.  R.  Gurley 11  00 

*  1,053  65 
Balance  in  hand  2,249  87 

$3,303  42 

Supra  CR. 

1822. 

Mar.       22,  By  balance  per  account  rendered •••••••      2,525  16 

April      SO,         Mrs.  Janet  Lingan 10  00 

May         7,  Auxiliary   Society,    Newburyport,   per   B. 

Bannister,  Treasurer... •••••• 61  00 

Not.         4,  Ditto  Fred,  county,  Va.  pr.  O.  Waite,  Tr...        300  00 

13,  Ditto  Jackson  county,  Ga  per  W.  Pentecost, 

Treasurer........ 40  00 

1823. 

Jan.         6,        Ditto  Norfolk,  Va 100  00 

John  Chew  for  the  following  persons,  viz. 

Miss  Mercer • 5 

Cu.  Austin.... 3 

Joseph  Waller • 1 

Hor.  Buckuer 1 

Jac.  Stares • •••••••     1 

Edmund  Taylor.. .............. ........     5 

16  00 

Feb.        12,        Auxiliary  Society  of  Jefferson  county,  Va. 

per  W.  Brown,  Treasurer 55  00 

14,  J of  Alexandria 10  00 

15,  Auxiliary  Society  of  Frederick  county,  Va. 

O.  Waite,  Treasurer 150  00 

19,        Mr.  Withers 5  00 

Mrs.  J.  Wither 5  00 

Mrs.  E.  Withers 5  00 

A  Lady... 1  50 

The  charity  box  of  a  young  lady  of  the 

District 8  00 

Ditto  of  another  do.  10  years  old ••  6  76 

Rev.  Asa  Meade,  Brunswick,  Maine  1st  mar- 
riage fee 5  00 

83,303  42 
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DR. 

The  American  Colonization  Society  in  Account  wiik  Richard 

Smith,  Treasurer. 
1823. 
March    86,  To  R.  R.  Gurley's  account  to  J.  M'Fadon  for 

freight  of  brig  Oswego $1,000  10 

Cash  paidR.R.  Gurley 20  60 

31,        Ditto        do.        do 55  00 

April      14,        Lose  on  North-Carolina  notes.... 10  64 

12,        Cash  paid  R.  R.  Gurley 200  00 

Ditto        do.        do 600  00 

16,        Ditto        do.        do 50  39 

May         1,        Ditto        do.        do.      draft  to  Bradford  & 

Cook.. 29  65 

15,  Ditto        do.        do.      E.J.Coale 30  00 

31,        Ditto        do.        do 20  00 

June       11,        Ditto        do.        I.  King,  jr.  and  T.Tyson..  237  5o 

Ditto        do.        do do 212  83 

August      5,        Ditto        do.        J.  Asbmun  jr's  draft 195  00 

Ditto        do.        DivieBethune,&Co 107  47 

Sept.         6,        Ditto        do.        M'Fadon  and  Harris 1,000  00 

19,  Ditto        do.        W.  M'Kenney 76  00 

20,  Ditto        do.        King  and  Tyson 52  50 

Ditto        do.        R.  R.  Gurley,  salary 200  00 

October    3,        Ditto        do.        do.       ..„ • 100  00 

14,        Ditto        do.        do.      60  00 

Ditto        do.        Kinchy  for  books 6  00 

Nov.        14,        Ditto        do.        J.Asbmun .....p.*.  50  00 

Ditto        do.        Mrs.  C.  A.  M'Kenney....  12  00 

Dec        19,        Ditto        do.        R.R.  Gurley 60  00 

3l,        Ditto        do.        do 550  00 

Ditto        do.        Davis  and  Force 234  87 

1824. 

Jan.          5,        Ditto        do.        R.  R.  Gurley , 1,000  Oo 

7,        Ditto        do.        do •• v  20  00 

Ditto         do.         do 476  25 

9,        Ditto        do.         do 50  00 

Ditto        do.        loss  on  Vermont  notes.....  3  05 

16,  Ditto        do.        John  Stettenius 21  07 

Amount  6,739  22 

Feb.        13,       To  balance  on  hand 28l  72 

$7.030  94 

N.  R.  Of  the  above  balance,  (29  are  counterfeit  notes. 

Supra  CR. 

1823. 

Feb.       28,  By  balance  in  band  per  account  rendered 2,249  87 

March    10,        Cash  from  P.  E.  Thomas,  on  account  of  the 

Rockingham  Auxiliary  Society 45  00 

i  27,        Ditto    Mrs.  Mary  I.  Thomas,  of  Va.  per  F. 

S.  Key 20  00 

Ditto    Jon.  Pinkney,  Treasurer  of  the  Aux- 
iliary Society  of  Annapolis.  • 6  00 
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March     27,  Cash  from  Gabriel  Duvall,  subscriber  for  1821 

and  1822 $10  00 

28,        Ditto    W.  3.  Bannister,  Treasurer  Aux. 

Soc.  Newburyport,  pr.  J.  Nelson..  50  00 

31,        Ditto    R.  R.  Gurley  for  his  collections  in 

Philadelphia,  viz. 

From    R.  Ralston 10 

Mrs.  Mary  Cerswell 5 

Mrs.  Mary  A.  Ely 5 

Lemuel  Lamb.............. •     5 

Alexander  Henry..... •••••  10 

Cash 5 

Bishop  White 5 

Ch.  Chauncey •••     5 

J.  J.  J  anew  ay.... • 5 

55  00 

Ditto     Robert  Ralston  balance  of  collections  122  10 
Ditto     A  donation  from  ladies  in  Frederick 

county.. . 10  00 

Ditto    From  M'Dupree,  Treasur.  Aux.  Soc 

in  Raleigh,  N.  C 130  00 

April         4,        Ditto    R.  R.  Gurley,  collections  in  Aleia..  110  00 

Ditto         do.         do.     in  Georgetown 35  00 

Ditto        do.         do.    from  various  sources  25  1* 

14,         Ditto     John  Gray  of  Fredericksburg 50  00 

18,         Ditto     Auxiliary  Society,  Frederick  county* 

Va.  per  Rev.  Mr.  Meade 100  00 

23»         Ditto    Mrs.  E.  Murdock  of  Fredericks wn..  30  00 

28,         Ditto     Joseph  Avery  of  Conway,  Mass 10  00 

May       30,         Ditto     Vermont  Aux.  Society,  per  C.  Wright  100  00 
July        16,        Ditto     Frederick  county,  Va.  do.  per  Rev. 

Mr.  Meade,  proceeds  5  Hds.  Tob.  185  08 

28,        Ditto     Putnam,  Geo.  do.  by  W.  Turner.. ..  50  00 
August     7,         Ditto    H.  Hill,  from  Rev.  L.  L.  Barstow  for 

collection  in  Keene,  N.  H.  4  July  16  25 

8,        Ditto    Joseph  Cowan,  Staunton,  Va •  5  00 

Ditto     Rev.  Alvan  Hyde,  collections  in  Lee, 

Mass.  4  July 6  00 

Ditto     Rev.  N.  Willis,  collections  in  Park- 
Street  Church,  Boston,  4  July....  80  00 
August    11,         Ditto    From  Massachusetts  Society  to  aid 

in  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade  500  00 

14,  Ditto     A  lawyer  at  Orrill,  N.  T.  the  balance 

of  costs  in  a  suit  between  2  col.  men  3  00 
27,         Ditto    H.  Malcom,  Hudson,  N.  T.  collection 

on  4  July,  without  previous  notice  5  00 
Sept.       11,         Ditto     Piatt  Stout,  Cor.  Sec.  of  Aux.  Soc. 

Maysville,  Ken 20  00 

15,  Ditto    Chris.  E.  Gadsden,  Charleston,  S.  C.  50  00 
25,         Ditto     H.  Doyle,  Tr.  Aux.  Soc.  Fred.  co.  Md.  200  00 

Ditto     Nath.  Burwell,  Va.  per  J.  Von  Rieser  200  00 
Ditto     Mary   Peters,  Newhaven,  of  which 

8?  70  were  a  donation  of  her  pupils  15  00 
Ditto     F.  Anderson,  Hagerstown,  from  him- 
self and  2  friends  of  the  Society...  10  00 
Nov.        7,        Ditto     Mary  Dean,  of  New-Hampshire 30  00 
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Nov.         7,  Cash  from  N.  Willis,  of  Boston,  per  D.  C £2  fjO 

10,        Ditto    E.  Worrell,  Tr.  Aux.  Soc.  Wilm.  Del.  50  00 

15,        Ditto     Mrs.  Sarah  Charles,  of  Morris,  N.  J.  1  00 

Ditto    Sarah  Canfield,  of  do 150 

Ditto     Robert  Finley,  of  Baskinridge,  do...  2  60 

19,        Ditto     Donation  from  the  Dedham,  Mass. 

Female  Society  for  educating  Hea- 
then Youth '  40  00 

Ditto    An  advance  by  said  Soc.  for  educating 

2  col.  youth  at  Cape  Montserado  40  00 

24,         Ditto    From  Miss.  Sarah  Black,  on  account 

qf  the  Fern.  Aux.  Soc.  Wilm.  Del.  20  00 

26,        Ditto.   J.  M.  Smith,  Schenectady,  N.  York  6  00 

.Dec.  X,        Ditto     Keaham  L.  Washington,  of  Va.  sub.  20  00 

2,        Ditto    Mary  L.  Custis,  of  Georgetown... ..  5  00 

Ditto    Bushrod  Washington... 100  00 

Ditto  L.  D.  Dennis,  President,  N.  York....  100  00 
6,  Ditto  J.  Marshall,  Tr.  Aux.  Soc.  Richmond  450  00 
8,         Ditto     Rev.  Hor.  Gilpin,  Lannington,  N.  J.  3  00 

1 7,  Ditto    Miss  Eliz.  Stewart,  contents  of  a  cha- 

rity box • 16  00 

Ditto    From  a  friend... « 50 

Ditto    J.  W.  Ross  collected  from  the  Presb. 

Congregation,  Chambersburg,  Pa.  5  00 

18,  Ditto    Jeduthain  Loomis,  Treas.  Vermont 

Auxiliary  Society. 355  00 

19,  Ditto     Miss  A.  Stewart 5  00 

Ditto    Rev.  D.  Asherman,  Knoxville,  Ten.  5  00 

Ditto    Rev.  R.  Post,  of  Washington,  collect- 
ed at  monthly  concerts  for  prayer  14  00 

Dec.        31,        Ditto     Gabriel  P.  Disoway,  Tr.  Aux.  Soc. 

Petersburg,  Va 550  00 

1824 

Jan.  7,        Ditto    B. New-York 5  00 

Ditto    Anson  Brook,  Treasurer  Aux.  Soc. 

Portsmouth,  Va 62  00 

1 3,  Ditto     Rev.  Cb.  H.  Page  of  Charleston,  Va. 

for  col.  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hawley..  15  00 

14,  Ditto     Obed.   Waite,  Tr.  Aux.  Soc.  Fred- 

erick county,  Va 275  00 

29,        Ditto    Aux.  Soc.  Queen  Ann  co.  Maryland, 

per  William   M'Kenney 100  00 

•Feb.         5,        Ditto     Hon.  D.  Garrison,  amount  collected 

in  the  Rev.  George  W.  Jauvier's 
church,  Salem,  N.  Jersey.. ......  5  00 

Ditto    E.  B.  Caldwell,  amount  collected  in 
the  church  of  Rev.  Jos.  Caldwell, 

Cbapell  Hill,  N.  C 10  00 

7,         Ditto    Rev.  Cb.  Hyde,  of  Doylestown,  Pa. 

amount  collected  in  his  church....  10  00 

19,        Ditto    J.  M'Phail,  Tr.  Aux.  Soc.  Norfolk..        200  00 
31,        Ditto    Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  for  collections 

at  the  gen.  meeting  in  the  Capitol  16  00 

7,020  9* 
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APPENDIX. 


PAPER  A. 

Papers  containing  Correspondence  of  Captain  Rober*  T.  Spence, 
Dr.  Eli  Ay  res,  and  J.  Ashmun,  relating  to  the  Establishment 
at  Cape  Montserado. 

Mr.  Ashmun,  acting  Agent  at  Cape  Montserado,  to  the  Secretary 

of  the  Navy. 

Cape  Montserado,  November  26th,  1822,  (morning.) 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honour  of  writing  you  by  the  Shark,  on  the 
9th  ultimo,  and,  subsequently,  by  the  "  Strong,"  in  a  very 
weak  and  sickly  condition.  We  are  now  engaged  in  a  bloody* 
and  perilous  war  with  all  the  native  tribes  around  us.  On  the 
morning  of  the  11th,  were  attacked  by  eight  hundred,  who 
were  repulsed,  after  doing  us  some  injury,  with  the  loss  of 
nearly  one  hundred  killed  on  the  spot. 

Subsequently,  we  have  been  employed  in  a  negotiation  for 
peace,  which  I  fear  will  fail.  We  expect  another  assault  to 
be  made  on  us  in  two  or  three  days.  The  force  is  powerful 
in  numbers,  poorly  armed,  and  cowardly.  We  hope,  with 
God's  help,  to  hold  out  till  aid  arrives  from  some  quarter. 
Now,  if  a  vessel  of  war  lay  in  the  road,  all  these  hostile  move- 
ments would  probably  have  been  prevented. 

The  spirits  and  health  of  our  little  number  are  much  better 
than  could  be  expected,  We  have  six  guns  mounted  on  our 
lines,  which  we  have  supported  by  a  musket  shot-proof  bar- 
ricade. We  have  so  constructed  them  as  to  include  only 
about  two-thirds  of  the  town,  the  families  without  retiring 
within. 

I  am  nearly  reinstated  in  the  enjoyment  of  health.  We 
are  obliged  to  increase  bur  stock  of  provisions,  ammunition, 
&c.  by  every  vessel  arriving  in  the  road,  provided  she  have 
them. 

I  have  this  day  drawn  on  Mr.  Beattie  for  $272  10,  and  en- 
close you,  sir,  herewith,  the  bill  of  Captain  Daily.  We  very 
much  need  an  increase  of  our  numbers ;  men  with  no,  or  with 
small,  families  ;  more  hard  shot,  provisions  and  clothing,  stone 
and  other  masons. 
G 
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We  can  now,  with  difficulty,  muster  thirty  men  tit  for  duty. 
These  are  obliged  to  stand  upon  their  arms  night  and  day ; 
but,  with  a  sufficient  supply  of  good  provisions  and  clothine^^ 
the  habit  will  eventually  set  easy,  and  occasion  no  waste  ^b 
constitutional  vigour. 

I  shall  endeavour  to  do  my  own  duty,  and  make  the  people 
do  theirs.  Human  weakness  can  reach  no  further.  The  two 
additional  guns  at  Norfolk,  twenty- five  soldiers,  and  the  for- 
tifications spoken  of  in  the  preceding  letter,  (which,  from  the 
abundance  of  stone  on  the  very  ground,  can  soon  be  erected) 
in  my  opinion,  would  secure  to  us  a  peace  as  lasting  and  uni- 
versal as  could  be  desired  ;  while  the  people  of  the  agency 
could  pursue  the  work  for  which  they  came  to  Africa,  and  im- 
provements in  husbandry  and  the  arts  rapidly  extend  their 
influence,  in  this  part  of  Africa. 

I  have  the  honour,  sir,  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  ASHMUN, 
dating  Agent  for  liberated  Africans. 
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November  26tb,  (Evening.) 

Sir  :  Our  negotiation  with  our  perfidious  enemies  seems 
to  have  entirely  failed  of  its  object.  They  are  bent  on  our 
ruin.  We  can  only  resolve  to  stand,  and  wait  assistances. 
The  presence  of  one  vessel  of  war  would  deter  them  forever 
from  attacking  the  settlement.  Ten  additional  labourers,  with 
one  or  two  well  acquainted  with  stone-mason  work,  united 
with  what  assistance  we  could  give  them,  would,  in  four 
weeks  time,  complete  a  tower,  battery,  and  wall,  which,  I 
beg  leave  to  repeat,  would  so  entirely  command  the  whole 
surrounding  country,  as  to  ensure  here,  as  it  has  invariably 
done  'elsewhere,  perpetual  peace,  or  something  very  nearly 
resembling  it.  We  have  only  had  time  to  begin  the  labour  ; 
and,  while  our  people  all  lie  on  their  arms  nearly  every  night, 
never  can  finish  it.  Permit  us,  sir,  in  these  circumstances, 
to  hope  for  the  aid  asked,  without  being  disappointed. 

To  aggravate  our  other  losses,  we  have  had  seven  of  our 
children  carried  captive  ;  the  oldest  about  twelve.  We  hear 
from  them  daily  ;  they  appear  to  be  as  well  treated  as  savage 
tenderness  knows  how  to  express  itself  towards  them  Ac- 
cording to  a  custom  of  the  country,  it  may  be  confidently  ex- 
pected the  children  will  be  restored,  of  course,  on  the  settle- 
ment of  peace. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A. 


51 

Lou  on  the  American  ride,  in  the  engagement  of  the  Wik. 

Killed,  1  man,  1  woman  ;  mortally  injured,  and  since  dead, 
1  man ;  desperately  dp.  1  woman  and  1  man,  by  bursting  his 
own  musket;  badly  do.  %  men;  slightly  do.  1  woman  ;  car- 
ried captive,  7  children.    Whole  number  of  sufferers,  15. 

J.  ASHMUN. 
Hon.  Smith  Thompson,  Secyry  Navy  of  the  United  States, 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  /.  Ashmun,  Acting  Agent  of  the  United 
States  for  liberated  Africans,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
dated 

American  Agency,  Cape  Montserado,  December  7tb,  1853. 

"  In  haste,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that,  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing last,  the  2d,  we  sustained,  with  the  loss  of  1  killed 
and  2  badly  wounded,  a  second  attack  of  the  natives ;  their 
numbers  are  rated  at  1 ,600. 

The  Africans  sent  here  by  the  government  of  the  United 
States  are  all  still  unhurt,  with  the  exception  of  the  one 
wounded  by  the  bursting  of  his  own  piece. 

Our  whole  fighting  force,  including  1 0  of  the  African  youths, 
is  now  25.  We  have  lost,  in  killed  and  wounded,  in  the  ac- 
tions of  the  1 1th  November,  and  2d  inst.  7  of  our  best  men. 
We  are  at  present  reinforced  by  13  men,  marines,  under  the 
command  of  a  Midshipman,  belonging  to  his  B.  M.  ship  the 
Driver,  provisioned  for  six  weeks ;  and  whose  detention  here, 
for  that  time,  will  cause  no  charge  to  the  American  govern- 
ment. A  promising  negotiation  has  been  opened  by  Captain 
Laing,  Bt.  Lt.  Infantry,  passenger  in  the  schooner  "  Prince 
Regent/'  from  whom  we  obtained  our  men,  and  a  moderate 
addition  to  our  ammunition.  No  bill  of  it  has  been  present- 
ed.    It  consists  of 

2  bbls.  (lOOlbs.  each)  Cannon  Powder, 
28    do.  6  lb.  Shot. 
1000  ftfusket  Balls,  and 

1  keg  of  Musket  Cartridges. 

But  Captain  Laiog's  exertions  in  negotiating  a  peace,  and 
probably  securing  to  us  a  truce,  has  laid  the  American  gov- 
ernment and  Society  under  the  greatest  obligations.  They 
positively  refused  to  treat,  freely,  with  an  American ;  but 
promised,  on  penalty  of  the  severest  visitation,  to  abide  by 
whatever  terms  the  English,  through  Governor  McCarthy, 
shall  prescribe.  I  had  begun  to  treat  with  them  often  before, 
but,  invariably,  they  violated  their  promises,  and,  finally,  as- 
sured us  they  would  die  in  the  struggle,  or  destroy  us  ;  and 
fully  convinced  me  that  all  overtures  lor  peace  were  fruitless, 
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till  they  bad  suffered  another  repulse.  This  they  hare  suf- 
fered, and,  in  this  situation,  Captain  Laing  found  them.  Be 
assured,  sir,  that  British  mediation  shall  extend,  in  this  busi- 
ness, to  no  improper  length,  if  I  live,  and  have  wisdom  to 
judge  correctly  on  the  subject.  The  calling  in  of  their  aid  I 
believe  to  have  been  absolutely  necessary  to  our  existence 
here  20  days  longer,  and  the  promptness  with  which  it  came, 
evinced  it  to  be  the  dictate  of  friendship,  and  sensibility  of 
feeling. 

I  can,  sir,  affirm,  with  confidence,  that  at  least  2000  slaves 
are  annually  shipped  from  the  Bay  made  by  the  projection  of 
Capes  Mount  and  Montserado  ;  an  armed  vessel  stationed 
there,  and  24  soldiers  ashore,  would  divert  the  traffic  at  least 
to  some  other  part  of  the  coast,  and  greatly  reduce  its  ex- 
tent." 


Extract  of  a  letter  f torn  J.  Ashmun  to  Capt.  Spence,  dated 

y  Cape  Montserado,  March  31,  1833. 

Sir  :  Owing  to  the  extraordinary  reverses  to  which  the 
establishment  at  this  place,  including  an  asylum  for  liberated 
captives,  and  a  colony  of  free  coloured  people,  from  the  Unit- 
ed States,  has  been  subjected  ;  and  the  circumstance  of  no 
vessel  arriving  from  America  with  supplies,  during  this  trying 
period  ;  we  are  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  applying  to  you 
for  such  relief  and  supplies  as  our  more  urgent  wants  require, 
and  your  situation  may  enable  you  to  furnish. 

The  absence  of  a  small  armed  vessel  from  the  roads  of 
Montserado,  certainly  invited  those  aggressions  of  the  native 
tribes,  in  consequence  of  which,  all  our  improvements  have 
been  nearly  suspended  for  several  months,  and  the  settlement 
surrounded  with  the  horrours  of  a  savage  war. 

A  slight  insight  into  the  policy  of  these  tribes,  will  discover 
that  they  never  will  venture  to  assail  an  establishment  on  shore, 
which  has  the  support  of  even  the  most  inconsiderable  naval 
force.  Your  foresight  has  produced  for  us  this  important 
means  of  security,  by  repairing,  manning,  and  allotting  to  the 
protection  of  the  establishment,  the  schooner  Augusta ;  her 
presence  at  Montserado  will  likewise  have  a  most  salutary 
influence  in  checking  the  sale  and  transportation  of  slaves  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  Cape. 

These  inhuman  practices,  I  regret  to  state,  are  to  the  pre- 
sent hour  continued  here,  without  restraint  or  disguise.  Per- 
mit me  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  an  application  to  our  gov- 
ernment to  have  this  vessel  commissioned,  to  employ  her  force 
against  such  American  vessels  as  may  visit  that  part  of  the 
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coast  included  between  the  Capes  Mount  and  Nontserado. 
This  service  she  might,  in  my  opinion,  render  the  cause  of 
humanity,  without  the  least  detriment  to  that  to  which  she  is 
specifically  appointed. 

I  have  already  had  the  honour  to  represent  to  our  gov- 
ernment my  views,  in  relation  not  only  to  the  utility,  but  the 
absolute  necessity  of  an  efficient  and  well  constructed  work  of 
defence,  both  for  our  security  against  the  insults  and  aggres- 
sions of  the  natives,  and  to  add  respectability  to  the  establish- 
ment, in  the  estimation  of  foreigners.    Since  those  represen- 
tations were  communicated,  we  have  unhappily  been  able  to 
add  the  corroborative  testimony  of  experience  to  their  truth 
and  importance.    The  native  tribes,  lured  on  by  the  hopes  of 
getting  possession  of  our  stores,  and  observing  nothing  for- 
midable in  our  means  of  defence,  have  attempted,  by  the  ut- 
most exertion  of  their  power,  our  extermination;  and  a  ship 
of  war  was  actually  sent  by  the  acting  commander  of  a  large 
naval  force,  employed  on  this  coast,  to  erect  a  foreign  flag  in 
the  midst  of  our  settlement,  and  transfer  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Cape  and  neighbouring  coast,  and  the  allegiance  of  our 
people,  to  his  own  government!  To  such  insults  and  injuries 
the  establishment  must  always  consider  to  be  liable  while 
destitute  of  the  work  in  question.    A  just  regard  to  the  cha- 
racter of  the  nation  imperiously  demands,  in  my  opinion,  that 
the  agency  which  it  has  seen  fit  to  establish  on  this  coast,  for 
the  most  benevolent  of  purposes,  should  enjoy  such  a  protec- 
tion.    1  am  happy,  sir,  to  perceive  that,  on  this  subject,  your 
views  perfectly  accord  with  my  own  ;  and  was  prepared  on 
your  arrival  to  ask  for  a  part  of  the  aid,  which,  in  anticipation 
of  any  request  on  my  part,  you,  sir,  so  promptly  offered  from 
your  ship,  for  the  erection  of  a  permanent  and  powerful  fortifi- 
cation.   The  labour  dad  expense  which  the  entire  comple- 
tion of  this  work  will  require,  must  necessarily  be  consider- 
able— but  its  utility  will  be  still  greater ;  and  I  have  that 
confidence  in  the  wisdom  and  liberality  of  our  government, 
that  I  would  cheerfully  share  any  pecuniary  responsibility 
incurred  in  its  erection,  although  without  the  authority  of  a 
specific  onler. 

Vitally  connected  with  the  welfare  of  the  settlement,  is  the 
preservation  of  the  lives,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  the  health, 
of  the  agents  of  Government.  Nothing  will  contribute  more 
essentially  this  desirable  end  than  a  comfortable  habitation  ; 
several  valuable  lives  have  been  unquestionably  sacrificed  for 
want  ofthis  convenience,  and,  in  alluding  to  this  subject,  the  re- 
collection of  an  irreparable  personal  loss,  powerfully  intrudes 
itself  upon  my  feelings.  The  accompanying  circumstances 
were  distressing :  a  female,  of  most  delicate  constitution,  lying 
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under  the  influence  of  a  mortal  fever,  in  the  corner  of  a  mjse* 
n«ble  hot,  (to  ventilate  which  in  a  proper  manner  was  im- 
possible,) on  a  couch  literally  dripping  with  water,  which  a 
roof  of  thatch  was  unable  to  exclude;  recovery  under  such 
circumstances  was  impossible :  and  the  mortal  struggle  almost 
brought  relief  to  the  agonised  feelings  of  surviving  friendship. 

A  due  regard  to  the  preservation  of  my  own  life,  and  that  of 
my  successors,  determined  me  to  erect  a  comfortable  house  for 
the  residence  of  the  agents ;  but  destitute  both  of  suitable  materi* 
als  and  of  good  mechanics,  1  could  hardly  have  effected  my  pur- 
pose without  the  aid,  in  both  these  respects,  which  has  been 
received  from  the  Cyane.  Against  the  important  advantages 
of  having  a  commodious  house  erected  at  this  time  in  the  set- 
tlement, no  judicious  person  will  weigh  the  expenses  incurred 
by  the  purchase  of  lumber,  and  the  subsistence  and  pay  of 
the  workmen.  The  house  is  nearly  completed,  in  a  moat 
airy  situation,  and  commands  one  of  the  finest  prospects  in 
Western  Africa. 

The  propriety  of  soliciting  the  aid  of  workmen  from  on 
board  the  ship  under  your  command,  will,  I  hope,  Sir,  be  ob- 
vious, when  1  inform  you,  that,  of  our  small  company  of  la- 
bourers, consisting  only  of  thirty  individuals,  seven  of  the  ve- 
ry best  were  either  killed,  or  entirely  disabled,  in  our  con- 
flicts with  the  natives,  and  that,  the  want  of  mechanical  skill 
aside,  die  remainder  are,  to  the  present  hour,  obliged  to  mount 
guard  every  second  night.  Without  help  from  the  ship,  we 
must  either  have  left  these  works  unattempted  or  un6nished, 
or  have  accomplished  them  in  a  most  rude  and  unappropriate 
style. 

The  other  improvements,  to  which  the  industry  of  a  number 
of  your  crew  has  been  directed,  are  scarcely  less  important ; 
and  altogether  will  afford  us  that  security  against  external  an- 
noyance, and  those  domestic  accommodations,  during  a  rainy 
season  of  several  months  continuance,  which  we  could  not 
otherwise  have  hoped  to  enjoy. 

To  R.  T,  Spence,  Esq. 
Commanding  U.  Ship  Cyane,  off  Montserado. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Capt.  R.  T,  Spence  to  J.  Ashmvm 

U.  S.  Ship  Cyane,  Western  Africa,  Moutserado,  lit  April,  1823. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  3 1st  ult.  I  have  had  the 
honour  to  receive.  Arriving  on  the  coast  of  Africa  after  a 
long  cruise  in  the  West  Indies,  with  my  crew  enfeebled  by  the 
heat  of  that  climate,  my  own  health  in  a  precarious  state,  and 
that  of  some  of  my  officers  equally,  I  should  have  felt  it  my  da- 
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tj  to  return,  after  a  short  tarry,  immediately  to  the  United 
States,  had  it  cot  been  for  circumstances  the  most  unexpect- 
ed. Informed  of  your  destitute  situation ,  occasioned  by  the 
disasters  of  a  war  brought  on  by  difficulties  growing  out  of  the 
nature  of  your  settlement;  moved  by  a  sympathy  and  com- 
miseration which  suffering  ought  always  to  excite  ;  wholly 
regardless  of  all  personal  sacrifice,  1  assumed  a  responsibility 
the  emergency  doubtless  will  justify  ;  and,  in  anticipation  of 
your  requisition,  provided  such  a  supply  of  necessary  subsis- 
tence as  will  enable  you  to  go  through  the  approaching  rains 
without  fear  of  famine — thertby  ensuring,  I  trust,  your  Jinal 
success. 

The  officers  and  crew  of  the  Cyane  have  been  engaged, 
day  and  night,  in  repairing,  and  getting  in  readiness  for  the 
service  for  which  she  will  hereafter  be  applied,  the  schooner 
Augusta,  found  at  Sierra  Leone,  deserted,  and  nearly  destroyed. 
I  shall  leave  her  on  the  coast  when  I  go  hence,  in  a  condition 
not  less  good  than  when  first  launched,  with  exception  of  her 
copper,  which,  however,  will  be  sufficient  for  several  years  to 
come  ;  she  is  placed  in  charge  of  a  careful  officer,  well  pro- 
vided, and  suitably  armed.  I  promise  myself  that  much  good 
will  result  from  her  continued  presence,  and  trust  that  your 
own  expectations  will  be  fully  realized,  from  her  remaining  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Cape. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  contribute  to  your  personal 
comfort ;  not  so  much  to  your  comfort  in  accommodation,  as 
to  rescuing  you  from  a  hovel,  which  a  continuance  in  wouM 
almost  forbid  a  hope  of  your  recovery  ;  and  which,  from  the 
Surgeon's  report,  I  am  induced  to  believe  would  ensure  your 
death  during  the  ensuing  rainy  season. 

The  tower  I  have  commenced,  I  trust  will  prove  to  yon  a 
"  tower  of  strength  ;"  the  impression  it  is  calculated  to  make, 
the  security  it  cannot  fail  to  afford,  will  produce  a  two-fold 
operation  ;  and  be  of  infinite  importance  in  many  respects,«U 
of  which  are  too  obvious  to  require  exposition. 


Monrovia,  Juno  18,  1823. 

Sir  :  We  arrived  at  Montserado  on  the  24th  May,  after  a 
passage  of  thirty- two  days  from  Cape-Henry.  1  find  the  Co- 
lonists have  all  been  employed  by  Captain  Spence,  since  his 
arrival  here,  on  a  fortification,  which  was  not  completed  when 
I  arrived.  A  few  days  after  I  arrived,  about  one-sixth  part 
of  wall  tumbled  to  its  base,  and  the  rest  has  given  way  in 
every  direction.  I  believe  it  will  be  less  work  to  build  a  new 
one,  than  to  repair  the  old.  Previous  to  the  attack  of  the  natives, 
oaf  people  had  got  gardens  enclosed,  and  vegetables  flourish- 
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ing  finely  ;  and,  had  it  not  been  for  this  event,  and  they  could 
have  had  a  small  part  of  their  labour  to  bestow  on  their  lots, 
they  would  have  been  amply  prepared  to  have  maintained  them- 
selves ;  bat,  when  the  enemy  came  upon  them,  they  were  ob- 
liged to  take  up  their  garden  fences  to  make  a  palisade  of  de- 
fence. Their  gardens  were  all  destroyed,  and  not  so  much  as  a 
bill  of  bean?  is  growing  in  the  colony.  The  rainy  season  has 
now  fully  commenced,  and  very  little  labour  can  be  done  until 
the  next  dry  season,  which  will  be  in  November. 

This  will  make  it  necessary  to  continue  the  labourers  at 
the  public  expense  longer  than  I  had  contemplated  in  my  for- 
mer report,  as  I  had  expected  a  much  more  favourable  state 
of  affairs  here. 

One  of  the  captured  Africans  was  killed  in  the  battle,  and 

there  is  much  jealousy  of  the  natives  against  them,  for  fear  of 

retaliation  for  their  being  sold. — I  would  therefore  respect- 

j  fully  recommend  to  Government,  not  to  send  out  any  more 

captured  Africans,  until  the  requisite  buildings  can  be  erected, 
and  a  regular  establishment  made  for  them.  Should  it  please 
God  to  restore  my  health  and  preserve  my  life,  this  will  be 
accomplished  in  the  dry  season,  and  a  regular  system  of  man- 
agement entered  upon,  when  any  number  likely  to  be  in  the 
possession  of  Government  could  be  managed.  But,  should  I 
be  called  away  by  death,  it  would  be  highly  dangerous,  from 
the  spirit  which  these  have  manifested,  to  multiply  their  num- 
ber, without  more  efficient  government  being  held  over  them 
than  has  been. 

If  it  should  please  God  to  spare  my  life,  I  will  endeavour  to 
have  the  building  erected  early  in  the  next  season. 

A  fatality  has  attended  every  proceeding  on  this  affair  ;  but, 
if  1  live,  and  am  supported  so  1  can  stay  here,  I  hope  soon  to 
alter  matters,  and  set  them  on  a  better  footing ;  but,  should  any 
of  the  common  casualties  happen  the  trading  company  form- 
ed in  Baltimore,  that  they  should  fail  to  comply  with  their 
contract,  and  1  find  myself  neglected  by  both  Government  and 
Society,  out  of  provisions,  clothing,  &c.  I  shall  leave  the  place, 
and  the  cause,  in  despair. 

The  U.  S.  schooner  Augusta  has  undergone  a  partial  re- 
pair, but  so  slightly  that  she  was  thought  to  be  hardly  seawor- 
thy ;  But  Mr.  Dashiell,  who  was  left  in  command  of  her,  has 
ventured  in  her  to  Sierra  Leone,  to  get  some  further  repairs, 
to  enable  him  to  ride  out  the  rains.  He  was  in  a  very  bad 
state  of  health.  This  system  of  repairing,  out  here,  is  very 
expensive,  and  is  partially  done,  and  poorly  commanded  and 
manned,  as  to  be  of  no  service  to  the  colony.  I  beg  leave  to 
press,  with  the  utmost  urgency,  as  a  security  to  the  captured 
Africans,  and  the  success  of  this  cause,  that  Government 
keep  here  a  vessel  prudently  commanded  and  well  manned. 
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There  is  but  one  man  who  came  out  with  me,  bat  what  m 
down  with  the  fever.  I  was  taken  a  week  ago,  and  have  cot* 
been  able  to  see  them  since  ;  but  they  are  all  doing  well. 
We  have  five  deaths,  most  of  them  from  foolish  obstinacy.  I 
hope  the  worst  is  over  with  me.  1  have  got  so  I  can  sit  up  a 
few  minutes  at  a  time,  in  which  way  this  letter  i<-  written.  I 
have  the  honour  to  be,  your  most  obedient,      £.  AYRES. 

The  Hon.  Smith  Thompson, 

Secretary  Navy  U.  S, 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Robert  T.  Spence  to  the  Sccw 

tary  of  the  Navy,  dated 

United  States9  Ship  Cyane, 
Quarantine  Ground,  New- York,  June  27,  1823. 

"  After  an  absence  of  twelve  months  from  the  United  States, 
in  the  West  Indies  and  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  1  have  the  ho- 
nour to  announce  my  arrival  at  this  anchorage ;  last  from  a 
cruise  among  the  Windward  Islands. 

Up  to  the  34th  March,  on  which  day  my  latest  communica- 
tions were  addressed  to  you  from  Sierra  Leone,  you  have 
been  made  acquainted  with  my  official  proceedings.  Under 
that  date,  I  informed  you  of  the  precarious  situation  of  the  co- 
lony at  Cape  Montserado,  and  of  my  intention  to  take  prompt 
and  effectual  steps  for  its  rescue  and  preservation.  The 
schooner  Augusta  having  been  speedily  equipped  and  made 
ready  for  sea  by  the  activity  of  my  officers,  and  such  supply 
of  necessary  articles  as  wonld  relieve  the  immediate  wants  of 
the  colonists  taken  on  board,  together  with  about  forty.  Kroo 
men,  (whose  labour  had  been  secured,  free  of  any  expense  to 
the  United  States,)  I  proceeded  without  a  moments  delay  to 
the  settlement,  examining  with  due  care  the  intermediate  coast* 

On  my  anchoring,  after  a  short  passage,  at  Cape  Montserado, 
I  received  from  Mr.  Ashmun,  the  resident  agent,  a  letter  (see 
p.  52,)  which  with  other  communications,  hereto  appended, 
disclose  the  indigent  and  distressed  condition  of  the  colony, 
and  forcibly  show  that  my  arrival  was  not  only  most  oppor- 
tune, and  my  anticipation  of  their  wants  provident,  but,  in 
every  respect,  essential  to  their  future  safety  and  preserva- 
tion. The  presence  of  the  ship  at  this  critical  juncture,  ap- 
peared indeed  providential :  for,  without  the  succour  it  was 
my  good  fortune  to  afford,  every  thing  might  have  been  ap* 
prehended.     A  renewal  of  war  was  in  agitation  among  the 

•  The  word  not  is  left  out  in  the  original,  and  inserted  here,  as  it  is  as- 
jparent  it  should  have  been  iu  the  original.  r 
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hostile  princes  ;  and,  from  all  we  could  learn,  and  observe,  the 
conclusion  was  unavoidable,  that  the  entire  extermination  of 
the  colonists  must  have  been  the  consequence.  The  head 
men  were  in  the  highest  degree  exasperated,  appearing  in  no 
manner  inclined  to  be  appeased  ;  declaring  that  they  had  ne- 
ver entertained  a  design  of  selling  the  Cape  ;  that  they  had 
been  overreached  ;  that  they  never  possessed  a  full  under- 
standing of  the  agreement,  (or  "  book,")  and,  finally,  that  they 
never  bad  sold,  and  never  would  consent  to  give  up,  Cape 
Montserado,  the  abode  of  one  of  their  ideal  beings,  of  super- 
stitious veneration  ! 

Having  made  such  provision  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
"  agency,"  during  the  approaching  inclement  season  of  the 
"  rains,"  (nearly  at  hand,)  and  by  a  friendly  intercourse  and 
other  means  mollified,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  excited  temper 
of  the  neighbouring  chiefs  ;  having  afforded  all  the  aid  to  the 
establishment,  which,  under  other  circumstances,  might 
have  been  deemed  sufficient ;  my  own  health  much  im- 
paired, my  purser's  wholly  gone,  and  that  of  my  officers 
by  no  means  vigorous  ;  having  also  placed  a  suitable  ves- 
sel in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  colony,  a  cautionary 
measure,  which  should  not  be  relinquished  ;  I  should  have 
felt  justified,  considering  the  sickly  season  was  about  to  set  in, 
(particularly  as  the  stores  and  supplies  of  the  ship,  from  ex- 
traordinary calls,  had  become  inadequate  for  a  full  expendi- 
ture for  any  length  of  time,)  in  leaving  the  coast  for  the  Uni- 
ted States  :  but,  sir,  I  could  not  persuade  myself  to  adopt  this 
course,  while  much  remained  to  be  done  for  the  security  of  a 
settlement,  the  object  of  which  appears  to  be  fraught  with 
such  benefits  to  our  common  country  ;  especially  as  your  in- 
structions enjoined  on  me  to  do  every  thing  for  the  agent  and 
colonists  which  they  might  require  ;  and  it  being  the  object 
of  an  officer  to  acquire  the  Government's,  rather  than  his 
own,  approbation  ;  to  which  end,  I  was  ready  to  encounter 
any  hardship,  and  to  make  any  sacrifice. 

The  cause  alleged,  on  the  part  of  the  chiefs,  for  making 
war  on  the  peaceable  settlers  at  Montserado,  is  merged  in  the 
statement  previously  given :  namely,  their  never  having  had 
any  intention  to  sell  the  Cape,  the  spot  consecrated  to  one  of 
their  deities,  or  beings  of  superstitious  idolatry  ;  that  collu- 
sion had  been  practised  in  the  purchase ;  that  it  was  not  a 
fair  and  fully  explained  contract,  as  they  were  ignorant  of  the 
paper  they  had  signed  ;  with  others  equally  absurd  and  falla- 
cious, founded  neither  in  reason  or  truth.  Such,  however, 
were  the  causes  set  forth  by  them,  in  the  various  interviews 
had  with  the  officers  of  this  ship,  during  our  stay,  for  their  in- 
excusable and  unprovoked  enmity.    But  other  latent  induce- 
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meats  existed,  far  more  operative,  which  doubtless  formed  the 
true,  and  only  cause  of  hostilities,  committed  by  them  on  an 
unoffending  people.  The  most  prominent  of  these  may  be 
discovered  in  the  embarrassments  thrown  in  the  way  of  the 
slave  traffick,  by  a  cbntiguous  active  check,  restraining,  by 
its  presence,  a  trade  they  never  can  willingly  forego  ;  as, 
also,  in  the  hope  they  entertained  of  being  able  to  obtain,  with* 
out  risk  or  loss,  the  spoil  and  plunder  of  a  successful  war  :  for 
they  had  been  led  to  believe,  by  emissaries  sent  among  them 
by  slave  factors,  that  there  would  be  much  booty  of  stores, 
goods,  &c.  In  these  alluring  hopes  and  prospects,  at  all 
times  cogent  with  beings  of  their  propensities  and  uncivilized 
habits,  may  be  seen  the  leading  motives  for  attacking,  the 
establishment  at  Gape  Montserado. 

Seeing  these  to  have  been  their  incitements ;  apprehend- 
ing their  preseut  inaction  was  merely  a  truce  for  more  vigo- 
rous preparation ;  finding  that  the  chieftains  were  far  from 
being  inclined  to  abandon  either  their  claims,  or  intentions, 
but  waited  only  for  a  season  better  suited  to  further  both ; 
convinced,  also,  that  the  defenceless  condition  of  the  colony 
invited  aggression  ;  I  determined,  in  despite  of  the  plausible 
objections  my  own  mind  furnished  to  a  longer  continuance  on 
the  coast,  to  exert  myself,  during  the  short  period  I  was  per- 
mitted to  remain,  with  a  view  of  placing  the  settlement  in  the 
best  possible  state  of  defence.  This  wish  became  strengthen- 
ed by  information  received  from  Dr.  Dix,  (who«e  friendly 
and  social  interviews  with  the  Princes,  enabled  him  to  obtain 
much  useful  matter,)  that  another  attempt  on  the  colony  was 
positively  meditated,  when  the  season  inimical  to  the  health 
of  its  defenders  should  set  in  ;  that  they  were  sanguine  in  the 
hopes  of  then  accomplishing  their  object,  by  the  combined 
operation  of  war,  sickness,  and  famine.  My  determination, 
on  this  point,  received  also  additional  strength,  from  a  per- 
spective of  the  fatal  consequences  which  would  inevitably  re- 
sult from  renewed  incursions  on  the  part  of  these  barbarians  ; 
while  the  means  of  security  were  inadequate  to  inspire  confi- 
dence on  the  side  of  the  assailed,  or  apprehension  on  the  part 
of  the  assailants,  expulsion  was  certain.  The  entire  exter- 
mination-of  a  remnant  of  colonists,  who,  confiding  in  promises 
made  them  previously  to  embarking,  had  consented  to  leave 
the  happiest  country  in  the  world,  to  sojourn  in  the  land  of 
their  forefathers,  was  not  only  possible,  but  too  probable ; 
added  to  which,  the  loss  of  a  footing,  happily  acquired,  in  a 
situation  second  to  none  on  the  whole  Hoe  of  coast,  after  leav- 
ing Sierra  Leone,  and  the  consequent  extinction  of  all  future 
prospect  of  ever  being  again  able  to  effect  an  establishment  at 
a  place  so  eligible,  on  terms  so  advantageous  to  the  Society. 
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and  creditable  to  those  who  negotiated  the  purchase*    A  Mar- 
ietta Tower  I  conceived  well  suited  to  effect  the  object  in 
view  ;  a  fortress  of  this  character  was  desirable  on  many  ac- 
counts, nay,  appeared  indispensable,  not  only  to  the  end  of 
affording  protection,  and  giving  security  In  the  hour  of  inva- 
sion, but  as  being  also  the  best  calculated  to  produce  a  change 
of  policy  on  the  part  of  the  natives,  and  well  suited  to  make 
such  an  impression,  as  would  deter  them  from  a  renewal  of 
aggression,  and  thereby  prevent  the  calamitous  consequences 
justly  to  be  apprehended ;  at  all  events,  the  consequences  of 
harassing  and  vexatious  depredations.     Again,  1  considered  it 
expedient  to  make  also  a  proper  impression  on  the  minds  of 
foreigners,  jealous  of  an  establishment,  whose  continuance 
and  prosperity  threatens  an  annihilation  of  the  Slave  trade,  in 
that  particular  section  of  country  lying  adjacent  to  the  river 
Montserado :  this,  with  me,  was  a  consideration  not  without  its 
influence.     The  foundation  of  the  fortress  being  commenced, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  Kroomen,  its  progress  was  rapid  ; 
alacrity  gave  animation  and  activity,  and  promised  a  speedy 
completion  of  a  competent  defence.     In  fifteen  days,  a  circu- 
lar massive  work  of  stone,  measuring  one  hundred  and  twelve 
feet  in  circumference,  eight  feet  in  thickness,  and  ten  feet 
in  elevation,  was  seen  to  tower  above  the  surrounding  heights, 
commanding  the  site  for  the  town,  and  a  wide  range  of  the  cir- 
cumjacent country,  capable  of  intercepting,  by  its  position, 
any  movement,  made  either  within  or  without  the  bar  of  Mont- 
serado river.     In  my  expectations  1  was  not  disappointed. 
During  the  time  this  work  was  progressing,  I  had  frequent 
opportunities  of  discovering  its  effect  in  neutralizing,  in  no 
small  degree,  the  menacing  designs  of  the  natives.     Every  day 
brought  me  additional  proof  of  a  change  in  their  intentions, 
wrought  by  an  amicable  and  conciliatory  conduct,  conjoined 
with  preparations  for  defence — formidable  to  any  eye,  but 
with  them,  to  all  appearance  impracticable.     I  was  happy  in 
perceiving  this  revolution  in  their  sentiments,  this  change  in 
their  designs  :  as  a  friendly  understanding  with  the  powerful 
chiefs  of  the  neighbouring  villages,  is  the  true  policy  to  be  ob- 
served on  the  part  of  the  emigrants  at  Montserado.  While  this 
fortress  was  advancing,  other  operations,  calculated  in  an  emi- 
nent manner  to  improve  the  settlement,  were  also  undertaken 
and  carried  through :  indeed,  nothing  was  left  undone  which 
I  had  the  power  to  do  ;  conceiving  that  both  the  spirit  and 
letter  of  your  instructions  required  the  performance  of  every 
thing  which  a  limited  means  rendered  practicable,  tending  in 
any  way  to  ensure  the  success  of  an  establishment  instituted 
for  colonizing  the  fiee  men  of  colour  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  the  reception  of  captured  emancipated  slaves  i  objects 
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commanding  the  approbation  of  every  humane  heart,  and  the 
benedictions  of  thousands,  who  are  to  be  benefitted  by  their 
accomplishment     While  1  witnessed  with  satisfaction  these 
laudable  undertakings  drawing  to  a  completion,  I  felt  no  small 
impatience  to  leave  the  coast  before  the  commencement  of 
the  "  rains" — frequent  tornadoes,  warning  me  of  their  ap- 
proach, leaving  impressions  on  my  mind  by  no  means  tending 
to  reconcile  me  to  a  stay  of  many  days.     The  health  of  my 
crew  was,  at  this  time,  comparatively  good,  considering  the 
length  of  time  we  had  experienced  the  debilitating  effect  of 
tropical  heat,  and  I  felt  no  small  anxiety  to  preserve  them  in 
this  state,  for  the  service  they  were  yet  to  encounter  in  the 
West  Iqdies— a  hope  fondly  indulged,  but  in  which  I  was 
cruelly  disappointed. 

Our  labours  were  nearly  at  a  close,  when  my  Surgeon  was 
suddenly  taken  down,  and  on  the  sixth  day  was  no  more  !  The 
sick  list  received  several  names  in  the  course  of  a  few  days ; 
cases  at  first  apparently  slight,  speedily  assumed  the  symp- 
toms of  the  coast  fever !  The  appearance  of  this  disease  de- 
termined me,  especially  as  the  castle  was  finished,  to  delay 
no  time  in  removing  from  the  coast  In  pursuance  of  this 
resolution,  the  crew  were  forthwith  embarked,  and  the  ship 
immediately  put  to  sea.  This  measure,  carried  into  effect 
with  promptitude,  encouraged  a  hope  that  there  would  be  an 
end  to  a  malady  understood  to  be  peculiar  to  the  African 
coast,  generated  by  the  miasma  and  poisonous  exhalations  from 
vegetable  decomposition  and  a  deleterious  atmosphere,  thrown 
from  waters  which,  after  the  annual  deluge  has  subsided,  be- 
come stagnant  and  pestilential. 

Such  was  my  expectations*  from  so  salutary  a  change  ;  this 
expectation  doubtless  would  have  been  realized,  had  the 
winds  been  sufficiently  fresh  and  favourable  to  have  enabled 
as  to  reach,  in  a  short  time,  a  higher  latitude.  !t  was  not, 
however,  our  good  fortune  to  be  thus  propitiated — but  the 
reverse  was  our  lot — fogs,  calms,  with  an  alternation  of  rains 
and  intense  suns,  rendered  our  situation  truly  deplorable,  and 
rapidly  increased  our  sick  list,  so  that,  on  the  26th  of  April, 
seven  days  after  putting  the  ship  to  sea,  the  sick  report  con- 
tained the  names  of  sixty  of  my  officers  and  crew,  and  was 
for  some  time  diminished  only  by  death — not  in  fact  diminish- 
ed, for  death  but  made  room  for  others,  brought  down  with 
similar  symptoms,  and  threatened  with  a  similar  fate.  The 
extreme  humidity  of  the  atmosphere,  and  the  confined  state 
ef  the  ship,  in  consequence  of  torrents  of  rain,  had  changed, 
in  a  great  degree,  the  character  of  this  distemper,  giving  it 
all  the  features  of  the  typhus.  The  symptoms  were  not  al- 
together exclusively  those  attendant  on  this  fever  ;  they  as- 
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stained  a  compound  and  multifarious  appearance,  not  always 
equally  violent,  but  in  most  cases  equally  fatal.  In  many  in- 
stances, a  general  suffusion  took  place,  the  body  exhibiting  a 
deep  yellow  tinge,  together  with  a  highly  discoloured  tongue ; 
delirium,  madness,  instant  prostration  of  strength,  with  con- 
vulsive contortions,  carrying  the  victim  off  suddenly.  Ib 
other  cases,  the  symptoms  were  wholly  different,  vital  decay 
producing  a  slow  and  destructive  debility,  resulting  in  extinc- 
tion of  life."* 


From  Dr.  Ayres  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Monrovia,  Africa,  July  18,  1823. 

Sir  :  A  few  days  after  landing  in  Africa,  all  the  new  comers 
were  taken  ill ;  there  has  but  one  escaped  the  sickness  :  we 
have  lost  .eight  of  our  number.  The  colonists  who  were  out 
before,  have  been  very  healthy  ;  there  has  not  been  a  case 
of  fever  among  them  since  I  have  been  out.  We  are  now 
all  on  the  mend,  but  attended  with  a  great  degree  of  de- 
bility. 

The  captured  Africans  have  been  constantly  employed  in 
the  defence  of  the  colony,  during  the  late  war  with  the  na- 
tives ;  and,  since  that  time,  the  urgency  of  the  affairs  of  the 
colony  have  been  such  that  they  have  been  constantly  em- 
ployed in  preparing  a  defence  for  the  place,  which  has  de- 
prived them  of  the  opportunity  of  acquiring  that  information 
of  agriculture  and  the  mechanical  arts  which  would  benefit 
them  in  acquiring  a  livelihood  in  civilized  life,  according  to 
the  humane  intentions  of  the  President,  expressed  in  his  mes- 
sage to  Congress,  and  approved  by  them. 

Owing  to  this  circumstance,  I  thought  it  my  bounden  duty 
to  retain  them  a  year  longer,  at  the  charge  of  the  United 
States,  to  accomplish  this  purpose.  I  have  placed  them  under 
the  care  of  the  Rev.  Lot  Carey,  a  coloured  man.  A  part  of 
each  day  they  are  to  attend,  and  the  remainder  of  their  time 
to  labour,  under  the  immediate  care  of  Mr.  Carey,  in  clear- 
ing and  cultivating  the  land,  whereby  they  will  acquire  a 
knowledge  that  will  benefit  them  through  life.  Their  labour 
is  always  to  be  under  my  immediate  direction. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  settle  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Macauley 
yet.  The  Augusta  left  here,  a  few  days  after  my  arrival,  for 
the  North,  and  has  not  returned,  and  probably  will  not,  until 
after  the  rairs — so  that  I  am  without  the  possibility  of  commu- 
nication with  Sierra  Leone,  and  unable  to  accomplish  it 

The  goods  received  in  the  Colony  from  the  Trading  Com- 
pany of  Baltimore,  will  enable  me  to  dispense  with  the  neces- 
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stty  of  drawing  bills  oo  London  for  necessaries,  but  can  draw 
directly  on  the  government.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  your 
most  obedient  humble  servant,  £.  AYRES. 

The  Hon.  Smith  Thompson, Secretory  U.S.  Navy. 


Freetown,  llth  March,  1823. 

Sir  :  Understanding  that  you  wish  to  be  acquainted  with 
what  stores,  and  other  necessaries,  may  be  useful  to  the  Ame- 
rican Colony  on  Cape  Montserado,  1  beg  leave  to  acquaint 
you  with  the  following  particulars.  In  December  last,  going 
down  to  Cape  Coast  in  H.  M.  *  C.  Schooner  Prince  Regent, 
I  was  informed  by  a  Krou  Canor,  that  the  American  settlers 
were  in  war  with  the  natives,  who  bad  attacked  them  the 
night  before  and  killed  some  men,  1  immediately  hastened  to 
the  spot,  though  considerable  beyond  it,  to  render  what  as* 
sistance  I  could.  On  my  arrival,  1  was  informed  by  Mr.  Ash- 
mun,  the  American  Agent,  that  they  had  suffered  severely 
from  the  ill  treatment  of  the  inhabitants  at  King  Peter's  town ; 
he  was  in  constant  fear  of  being  attacked  by  two  or  three 
thousand  men  ;  he  was  also  in  want  of  powder  and  ball.  I 
supplied  him  with  the  articles  be  stood  in  need  of,  and  the 
next  day  proceeded  to  King  Peter's  town,  accompanied  by 
Capt.  Lang,  of  the  Royal  African  Light  Infantry,  when  we 
made  the  agreement  with  the  King,  not  to  molest  the  settlers 
any  more,  until  we  heard  from  Sir  Charles  McCarthy.  Hav- 
ing so  far  arranged  peace  and  quietness,  I  proceeded  on 
my  voyage,  on  my  return  to  Sierra  Leone,  in  the  Intercourse 
packet  in  February  last,  (they  had  not  been  disturbed  since 
I  saw  them  last ;)  1  did  not  understand  from  the  Agent  what 
was  actually  wanted  for  the  settlement,  but  1  have  every  rea- 
son to  believe,  that  the  following  stores  would  be  useful,  viz  : 

Gardners  Tools,  Pick  Axes,  Shovels,  Powder,  Shot,  Mus- 
kets, Musket  Balls,  Beef,  Pork,  Flour,  Lumber,  Joist,  Plank, 
Shingles,  Nails  of  all  descriptions. 

The  Colony  was  greatly  improved,  considering  the  few 
men  residing  there,  and  allowing  for  the  difficulties  they  have 
laboured  under ;  they  have  cleared  away  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  land  on  the  Cape,  and  had  built  for  their  own  defence 
a  square  consisting  of  the  country  wood,  in  the  middle  of 
which  there  was  a  long  eighteen  pound  cannon,  mounted  on 
a  pivot.  I  would  recommend,  if  such  a  thing  could  be  procur- 
ed here,  four  or  six  field  pieces  as  the  most  useful  thing 
required  on  so  young  a  Colony. 

I  remain,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed,)  J  NO.  J  AS.  McCOY. 

To  Captain  Spesce,  United  States  SJiip  Cyane. 
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Sierra  Leone,  March  12th,  lfig&. 

Sir  :  1  left  the  American  Colony  of  free  Blacks,  at  Cape 
Montserado,  about  the  22d  ultimo,  at  which  time  they  were  in 
distress  for  provisions,  clothing,  ammunition,  &c.  There 
are  five  of  the  Colonists  prisoners  to,  or  in  the  knowledge 
of,  King  Peter — I  redeemed  one  child  with  presents,  and  the 
Snapper  Gun  Brig  obtained  the  release  of  another  by  a  pa- 
laver. 

The  Colonists  are  unable  to  cultivate  the  land  and  defend 
themselves  at  the  same  time. 

In  my  opinion  they  stand  in  need  of  Beef,  Pork,  Flour, 
Lumber,  Nails,  Gunpowder,  Balls.  &c.  and  particularly  lead 
for  casting  musket  balls  ;  these  I  consider  absolutely  necessary 
for  their  preservation.  Some  medicines  and  stores  are  also 
wanted  for  the  sick. 

They  also  want  some  good  muskets, cutlasses,  grape  shot, 
ramrod  and  screws,  for  the  12  pounder,  &c. 

1  paid  for  the  child  spoken  of  before  20  bars  of  tobacco,  20 
yards  of  cloth,  and  2  gallons  of  rum,  which  appear  to  be  the 
best  articles  by  which  to  obtain  any  thing  from  the  natives. 
1  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  WILLIAM  HABANGER. 

To  R.  T.  Spence,  Esq.. 

Commanding  U.  S.  Slip  Cyane. 


PAPERS  B. 

Extract  from  Dr.  Ayres*  communications  soon  after  ike  return 

of  the  Oswego. 

Monrovia,  July  lltb,  1823. 

Deai}  Sir  :  Fy  the  blessing  of  God,  I  am  still  in  the  land 
of  probation,  and  my  health  so  far  improved,  as  to  be  able  to 
give  you  a  short  account  of  what  has  happened  since  my  writ- 
ing by  the  Oswego. 

The  disease  among  us  has  totally  differed  in  type  and  char- 
acter from  what  1  have  formerly  seen  in  the  dry  season,  and 
required  a  new-  treatment.  My  health  was  fortunately  pre- 
served, until  some  of  the  first  cases  had  run  through  their 
first  stage,  and  I  had  pretty  well  discovered  the  character  of 
the  disease.  At  this  critical  juncture,  there  came  along  a 
British  vessel  which  furnished  us  with  five  dozen  of  porter ; 
had  it  not  been  for  this  seasonable  supply,  many  of  us  would 
now  have  been  in  our  graves — our  shamefully  scanty  supplies 
affording  us  nothing  suitable  to  prescribe  for  arresting  the  dig* 
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ease  io  its  first  critical  change.  AAer  I  was  taken  down,  and 
could  not  visit  the  sick,  I  cannot  in  too  high  terms  speak  of 
the  useful  exertions  of  the  Rev.  Lot  Care  v.  He  three  times 
a  day  visited  the  sick,  brought  me  an  account  of  their  state, 
received  my  prescriptions,  and  attended  to  the  administering 
of  the  medicine.  To  his  great  exertions  we  are  all  much  in* 
debted.  On  landing,  the  new  emigrants  took  lodgings  wher- 
ever they  could  find  room  to  store  in.  When  they  all  became 
sick,  they  were  strewed  over  the  floors  with  nothing  under 
them  but  mats,  and  many  of  them  drenched  with  rain  every  day* 
Under  all  these  circumstances,  we  have  been  favoured  by 
loosing  but  eight,  five  adults  and  three  children.  Among  the 
deaths  I  have  to  lament  that  of  Isaiah  Preston,  a  young  man 
of  great  promise  ;  he  has  not  left  his  equal  in  the  Colony. 

Our  first  attention  was  turned  towards  getting  houses  over 
our  heads.  The  rains  have  been  so  incessant,  and  other  in* 
terruptions  from  sickness,  &c.  that  this  is  not  yet  accomplish- 
ed. I  hope  we  shall  shortly  have  these  houses  finished;  when 
that  is  done  I  shall  introduce  an  entire  new  mode  of  proce- 
dure ;  their  lots  will  be  surveyed  to  them,  and  every  one  go 
to  work  for  themselves.  This,  I  hope,  will  produce  a  con- 
siderable alteration  in  the  character  of  the  colonists  There 
will  be  a  number  of  those  who  will  have  to  remain  a  charge 
to  the  Society. 

There  are  two  or  three  invalids,  from  wounds  received  in 
the  war,  that  will  never  be  able  to  work. 

It  is  my  intention,  when  the  lots  are  divided  off  to  the  peo- 
ple, to  allow  them  half  their  time  to  labour  on  their  lots,  and 
be  liable  to  be  called  the  other  half  of  their  time  to  pub  lick 
labour. 

1  shall  appoint  three  magistrates  to  serve  for  one  year,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  take  cognizance  of  all  disorderly  conduct 
in  the  Colony;  to  have  a  hearing,  and  take  evidence  in  the  case, 
but  pass  no  sentence.  The  last  Saturday  of  every  month  I 
bold  a  court,  when  all  the  cases  tried  during  the  month  by 
the  magistrates  are  reported,  and  the  magistrates  stand  the 
accusers  in  behalf  of  the  Colony.  The  accused  have  the  pri- 
vilege of  being  tried  by  a  jury  if  they  wish  it. 

As  soon  as  the  houses  are  finished,  and  the  lots  appropria- 
ted to  the  individuals,  it  is  my  intention  to  put  in  practice  the 
plan  which  has  ever  been  nearest  my  heart  in  the  plan  of  co- 
lonizing, viz.  all  male  minors  who  have  no  guardian  in  the 
Colony,  to  be  classed  with  the  captured  Africans  ;  they  are  to 
have  a  house  built  for  the  occasion.  The  Rev.  Lot  Carey 
has  consented  to  take  charge  of  them  for  the  present. 

They  will  be  called  up  at  five  in  the  morning,' and  attend 
prayers;  be  ready  to  repair  to  business  at  sunrise ;  work  uutil 
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eight,  A.  M.  breakfast  at  9,  repair  to  work  until  1 1  o'clock  ; 
then  attend  school  until  half  past  12;  adjourn  for  recreation 
until  halfpast  two  ;  their  labour  always  to  be  subject  to  my 
order.  They  will  be  employed  principally  in  clearing  and 
cultivating  a  plantation  in  the  best  order ;  we  stand  much  in 
need  of  tools  of  many  descriptions.  I  hope  now  in  a  short 
time  to  be  able  to  give  some  more  Cheering  accounts  to 
tbe  Society,  of  our  proceedings  in  this  quarter  ;  but  it  is  yet 
in  the  bosom  of  futurity,  and  I  know  not  what  trials  and  ob- 
stacles it  may  please  the  Almighty  to  lay  in  our  way. 

My  health  is  daily  gaining,  I  can  now  be  up  half  the  day. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  your  most  obedient  humble  ser- 
vant, E.  AYRES* 

Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  Agent  A.  C.  Society. 


A  small  mistake  is  to  be  found  in  a  statement  made  by  the 
Society's  Agent,  in  a  letter  to  a  gentleman  in  Richmond,  which 
has  since  appeared  in  some  of  the  newspapers,  and  is  cor- 
rected in  this  Report.  We  will  take  the  liberty  to  recapitu- 
late concisely  the  facts  concerning  the  mortality  amongst  the 
African  colonists. 

The  whole  number  sent  out  under  the  patronage  of  the 
Board,  225.  Died  at  Campelar,  of  those  who  went  out  in 
the  Elizabeth,  22.  At  Sierra  Leone,  4  ;  two  of  which  by 
fever.  At  Liberia,  20  ;  eleven  only  by  fever.  Total  number 
of  deaths,  46.  The  number  at  the  Colony  by  the  last  census, 
140;  others  have  left  the  -Colony;  some  settled  at  Sierra 
Leone,  some  returned  to  this  country. 

We  give,  with  pleasure,  the  following  account  of  the  sick- 
ness which  occurred  among  the  passengers  in  the  Elizabeth, 
sooo  after  her  arrival  in  Africa  in  1820,  from  the  pen  of  one 
who  was  familiarly  acquainted  with  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  case. 

The  Elizabeth  arrived  at  Sherbro  a  short  time  before  the 
rains  commenced.  The  Agents  were  induced  to  accept  tbe 
invitation  of  Kizzell,  who  was  then  supposed  to  be  a  zealous 
friend  of  the  Colony,  and  to  take  up  their  temporary  residence 
at  Campelar,  a  town  belonging  to  Kizzell.  Campelar  is  a 
small  island  low  and  marshy,  and  surrounded  with  mud  and 
mangrove  trees,  excluding  tbe  fresh  air,  and  exposing  the 
people  to  the  full  effect  of  marsh  mud  and  vegetable  putrefac- 
tion, without  fresh  air>  just  after  a  sea  voyage.  The  only 
water  at  this  place  was  very  offensive,  coming  from  the  marsh, 
but  which  Kizzell  at  first  persuaded  them  was  a  chalybeate 
spring,  and  healthy,  whilst  he  was  secretly  getting  the  water 
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for  himself  from  a  spring  on  the  continent,  three  miles  distant. 
The  sickness  soon  commenced,  and  the  mortality  was  so  rapid, 
that  the  people  were  soon  deprived  of  medical  aid,  of  nursing, 
and  of  almost  every  accommodation.  When  the  cause  of  the 
sickness  was  discovered,  and  after  the  death  of  the  white 
agents,  the  remainder  were  removed  to  another  part  of  the 
island,  under  the  care  of  their  own  people,  Coker  and 
Johnson ;  and  it  is  a  most  remarkable  circumstance  in 
favour  of  the  general  healthiness  of  the  climate,  that  not 
one  died,  it  is  believed,  after  the  removal ;  although  most 
of  them  were  debilitated  by  the  sickness  at  Campelar  ;  their 
accommodations  were  miserable  exposed  hovels,  in  which 
they  had  to  encounter  the  whole  season  of  rains,  which  had 
just  commenced,  and  their  supplies  of  provisions  and  medi- 
cine limited  and  scanty,  with  but  little  order  or  discipline, 
and  without  any  medical  advice.  The  sick  all  soon  recovered 
in  their  new  situation,  under  all  these  disadvantages.  Dis- 
posing, then,  of  the  death  of  these  twenty -two,  as  caused  by 
the  particular  sources  of  disease  from  their  situation  and  cir- 
cumstances, it  leaves  but  thirteen  deaths  of  the  whole  num- 
ber of  emigrants  from  the  fevers  of  the  climate. 

When  we  reflect  upon  the  various  deprivations  and  expo- 
sure to  which  the  people  have  been  subjected,  in  removal 
from  place  to  place,  and  the  many  difficulties  attending  the 
first  settlement  of  a  new  country,  it  will  be  matter  of  surprise 
that  so  few  have  died.  In  comparison  with  the  settlement  of 
our  own  country,  it  augurs  strongly  in  favour  of  the  general 
healthiness  of  the  climate  for  the  descendants  of  Africans. 


Address  of  the  Board  of  Managers  published  in  August  last. 
AMERICAN  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

The  Board  of  Managers  of  the  American  Colonization  Soci- 
ety, urged  by  the  most  powerful  motives  of  religion  and  hu- 
manity, appeal  to  a  generous  public  in  behalf  of  their  great 
design. 

Six  years  have  elapsed  since  the  institution  of  their  Socie- 
ty ;  and,  though  want  of  funds  has  prevented  very  vigorous 
and  extensive  exertions,  though  sad  occurrences  have  ob- 
structed its  operations,  it  has  advanced  ;  gathered  strength  in 
its  progress  ;  been  instructed  by  misfortune  ;  and,  aided  by 
Heaven,  has  demonstrated  the  practicableness  of  its  plans, 
and  confirmed  the  hope,  early  entertained,  that  its  efforts,  if 
well  sustained,  would  be  succeeded  by  splendid  and  sublime 
results. 
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Whether  these  efforts  shall  be  thus  sustained,  it  remain* 
with  this  enlightened  community  to  decide. 

The  territory  purchased  in  Africa,  appears  to  hare  been 
judiciously  selected,  and,  it  is  bettered,  combines  a  greatef 
number  of  advantages  for  a  colonial  establishment,  than  any 
other  situation  on  the  Coast.  Elevated,  and  open  to  the  sea, 
with  a  harbour  to  be  easily  rendered  excellent ;  fertile,  and 
well  watered  ;  intersected  by  the  Montserado  River,  extend- 
ing several  hundred  miles  into  the  interiour ;  bordered  by 
tribes,  comparatively,  mild  in  character ;  it  promises  to  the 
settlers  every  facility  for  the  attainment  of  their  objects. 

The  number  now  at  the  Colony,  including  the  sixty  who 
recently  took  passage  in  the  brig  Oswego,  probably  amounts 
to  one  hundred  and  ninety.  The  African  tribes  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood are  neither  ferocious  nor  brave ;  and  the  recent 
contest,  in  which  their  combined  forces  (amounting  at  one 
time  to  fifteen  hundred)  attempted  to  exterminate  our  Colony, 
nobly  defended  by  its  thirty  men,  proves  any  thing  rather 
than  difficulty  of  maintaining  a  stand  against  their  power. 

It  proves,  indeed,  that  the  natives  of  Africa,  like  most  un- 
civilized men,  are  treacherous ;  that,  incited  by  the  slave 
traders  and  the  hope  of  plunder,  they  will  not  hesitate  to 
murder  the  defenceless,  and  that  a  colony,  if  it  survives  at  all, 
must  live  not  by  their  favour,  but  by  its  own  strength.  It  , 
proves  that  our  settlement,  commenced  at  the  expense  of  so 
much  time,  and  money,  and  suffering,  may  perish — but  only 
through  neglect.     And  shall  this  Colony  be  abandoned  ? 

The  Board  believe  it  impossible  that  their  earliest  friends, 
who  have  watched  all  the,movements  of  their  Society  with  the 
deepest  concern  ;  implored  for  it  the  favour  of  God  ;  rejoiced 
to  sec  it  living,  amidst  misfortunes,  and  acquiring  confidence 
in  its  march ;  will  refuse  their  aid  at  this  crisis,  when  the 
question  is,  shall  all  past  exertion  be  lost,  through  present 
inactivity,  or  shall  an  immediate  and  powerful  effort  render 
permanent  the  foundations  of  a  work,  which,  completed,  shall 
prove  an  honour  to  our  country,  an  incalculable  anvantage  to 
Africa,  a  magnificent  contribution  to  the  light,  freedom,  and 
happiness  of  the  world. 

That  the  resources  and  strength  of  the  Colony  should  be 
immediately  augmented,  appears  to  the  Board  indispensable ; 
and  most  earnestly  do  they  solicit  their  countrymen  to  furnish 
the  means  of  performing  it.  The  colonists,  increased  to  dou- 
ble their  present  number,  supplied  with  implements  of  hus- 
bandry, and  (for  a  few  months)  with  the  means  of  subsistence, 
will,  it  is  believed,  never  afterwards  require  pecuniary  aid; 
but,  perfectly  secure  from  hostile  violence,  may  engage,  with 
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a  moral  certainty  of  success,  in  the  peaceful  and  profitable 
employments  of  life.  The  immediate  object  of  the  Board, 
then,  is  to  give  stability  to  their  establishment  in  Africa,  and 
it  is  in  behalf  of  that  establishment  that  they  make  their  ap- 
peal. 

It  is  their  determination,  should  the  charities  of  the  public 
equal  their  expectations,  to  send  several  vessels  to  the  Afri- 
can coast  in  the  ensuing  fall,  and  to  adopt  and  execute,  with* 
out  delay,  such  other  measures  as  may  contribute  to  the 
strength  and  prosperity  of  that  Colony. 

What  mind,  susceptible  of  benevolent  feeling,  or  even  of 
common  sympathy,  can  reflect,  without  pain,  upon  the  dan- 
gers, privations,  and  warfare,  endured  for  many  months  past 
by  the  little  band  at  Cape  Montserado  ?  Widely  separated 
from  the  civilized  world,  surrounded  by  barbarous  foes  ;  suf- 
fering the  untried  influence  of  a  tropical  climate  ;  destitute  of 
the  comforts,  of  the  necessaries  of  life ;  in  the  daily  expectation 
of  death ;  no  defence  but  their  courage,  no  protection  but 
God,  they  have  stood  with  unkroken  energy,  and  deserve  for 
their  conduct  high  commendation  and  a  cherished  regard. 

The  Board  have  not  heard,  with  insensibility,  of  the  trials 
of  these  men,  nor  wanted  the  disposition  to  relieve  them. 
They  have  not  possessed  the  means.  But,  though  retarded 
in  their  efforts  by  the  destitution  of  funds,  they  have  recently 
rejoiced  in  the  departure  of  the  brig  Oswego,  well  supplied 
with  arms,  ammunition,  and  provisions,  and  having  on  board 
a  reinforcement  of  more  than  sixty  colonists. 

The  Board  are  happy  to  state,  that,  since  the  foregoing 
part  of  the  Address  was  written,  communications  have  been 
received  from  Africa,  of  a  highly  interesting  and  encouraging 
character.  Health  and  harmony  now  prevail  in  the  Colony  ; 
hostilities  with  the  natives  have  terminated.  The  chil- 
dren who  were  taken  captive  on  the  11th  of  November, 
have  been  voluntarily  restored,  and  the  settlement  is  great- 
ly improved.  The  condition  of  the  Colony,  previous  to 
the  arrival  of  the  Cyane  upon  the  coast,  though  rendered 
more  tolerable  by  the  exertions  of  the  Agent  and  people,  as- 
sisted by  an  officer  and  several  sailors  from  an  English  vessel, 
vfas,  indeed,  distressing ;  and  the  noble  services  of  Captain 
Spence  and  his  generous  crew,  cannot  be  too  highly  appre- 
ciated. This  officer,  when  informed  of  the  sufferings  of  the 
Colony,  immediately  repaired  to  Sierra  Leone  ;  fitted  for  sea 
the  schooner  Augusta,  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and, 
to  the  great  joy  of  the  colonists,  arrived  at  Montserado  on  the 
27th  of  March,  where  he  offered  to  the  Colony  every  aid  in 
hit  power.     Capt  Spence,  though  the  cruize  of  the  Cyane 
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had  been  already  protracted,  in  an  unhealthy  climate,  resolv- 
ed, without  hesitation,  to  remain  so  long  on  the  coast  as 
should  be  necessary  to  prepare  the  Colony  for  the  approach- 
ing rains,  and  to  strengthen  it  against  any  future  attacks.  He 
completed  a  suitable  house  for  the  Agent,  and  erected  a 
tower  of  strong  mason  work,  which,  it  is  believed,  will  prove 
a  safe  defence  against  the  barbarians.  Having  nearly  accom- 
plished his  design,  the  benevolent  and  efficient  exertions  of 
this  officer  were  interrupted  by  the  sickness  of  his  crew,  in- 
creased, no  doubt,  by  their  exertions  under  the  burning  sun 
pf  that  climate;  and  he  was  compelled  to  leave  the  Colony 
on  the  2 1st  of  April.  Several  extracts  from  the  letter  of  the 
Agent  of  the  Society  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.  "  It  is 
too  obvious,"  he  remarks,  in  one  of  them,  "  to  require  repe- 
tition, that,  what  your  Colony  now  wants,  is  a  strong  rein- 
forcement of  orderly  and  efficient  emigrants." 

Having  exhausted  their  resources,  the  Board  can  look  for 
the  power  of  future  exertion  only  to  the  liberality  of  a  great, 
humane  and  Christian  nation.  They  appeal  to  the  several 
auxiliary  institqtions,  and  to  all  their  friends,  with  confidence, 
for  they  have  experienced,  even  in  times  of  deep  discourage- 
ment, their  vigorous  exertion.  They  appeal  to  their  coun- 
trymen in  general  with  high  hopes,  because  the  possibility  of 
effecting  their  design  is  no  longer  problematical,  while  its  be- 
nevolence and  its  greatness  admit  of  no  question.  The  ob- 
stacles deemed  insurmountable  have  been  overcome — the 
things  thought  impossible  have  been  accomplished.  Standing 
on  an  eminence  which,  it  was  said,  they  could  not  reach, 
the  Board  see  before  them  an  extensive  prospect,  fair  as  the 
morning  spread  upon  the  mountains — the  land  of  promise  to 
degraded  thousands — the  rich  inheritance  which  God  has 
given  to  tribes  who  have  drank  deep  of  the  waters  of  affliction, 
laboured  and  wept  in  a  land  of  strangers.  Shall  they  not 
maintain  their  station,  or  rather  shall  they  not  advance  and 
possess  the  land  ? 

In  conclusion,  may  not  the  Board  be  permitted  to  ask — 
How  shall  this  great  nation,  so  favoured,  free,  and  happy, 
which  God  has  delivered  by  his  own  right  arm  and  exalted  as 
a  light  and  example  to  the  world,  exhibit,  in  an  equal  manner 
the  strength  of  its  gratitude,  the  consistency  of  its  principles, 
the  purity  of  its  justice,  or  the  power  of  its  benevolence,  as 
by  engaging  at  once,  and  with  energy,  in  an  enterprise  which, 
while  it  relieves  our  country  from  an  immense  evil,  shall  ex- 
tend the  empire  of  liberty  and  truth,  terminate  the  worst  of 
trafficks,  rescue  from  present  and  future  ruin  a  miserable 
race,  and  confer  upon  them,  their  descendants,  and  upon  the 
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unenlightened  population  of  a  mighty  continent,  knowledge, 
civilization,  dignity,  all  the  blessings  and  hopes  of  a  Christian 
people  ? 

J.  MASON,  i 

W.  JONES, 

F.  S.  KEY,  >  Acting  Committee. 

E.  B.  CALDWELL,      I 

JAMES  LAURIE,  J 


C. 

The  exertions  of  midshipman  R.  R.  McMullin,  while  upon 
the  African  coast  were  most  meritorious.  Though  suffering 
severely  by  fever,  and  deprived  of  all  the  white  men  of  his 
crew,  he  persevered  in  guarding  the  coast  in  the  Augusta,  un- 
til she  became  entirely  unfit  for  sea.  While  the  Captain,  sail- 
ors,  and  Dr.  A)  res,  were  sick  on  their  passage  home  in  the 
Fidelity,  though  extremely  weak  himself,  he  look  the  com- 
mand, and  by  exposures  which  hazarded  his  life,  and  by  great 
energy  of  conduct,  secured,  it  is  believed,  the  safety  of  the 
vessel  and  passengers.  We  are  happy  in  paying  this  tribute 
to  a  gallant  young  Officer. 


PAPER  D. 

Extracts  from  Mr,  Jlskmuns  Letter,  dated  Monrovia,  May 

15,  1823. 

Cape  Mont  sera  do,  May  15,  1823. 

Capt.  Spence  left  the  walls  of  the  Tower  raised  above  the 
foundation,  (which  consisted  of  heavy  stone  work,)  about  1 1 
feet ;  and  bad  prepared  most  of  the  timbers  for  the  platform, 
or  gun  floor. 

Being  much  worn  with  cares,  and  fatigue, — and  Mr.  Seton 
offering  to  superintend  this  work — after  organizing  the  labour- 
ing force  of  the  colony,  I  went  on  board  the  "  Augusta,"  on 
the  21st  of  April,  and  sailed  for  Seltra-Kroo  ;  about  200  miles 
S.  eastward,  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  to  (heir  own  coun- 
try about  40  Kroo-men,  who,  in  consideration  of  their  pas- 
sage had  laboured  for  us  three  weeks. 

Owing  to  the  illness  of  Lieut.  Dashiell  on  board,  to  contrary 
winds,  and  accidents  which  befel  the  Schooner,  we  did  not 
return  till  the  13th  of  May  ; — after  an  absence  from  the  Cape, 
of  21  days.  Among  the  Schooner's  accidents  were,  the  loss 
of  her  stream  anchor,  and  kedge,  through  carelessness  ;  and 
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the  carrying  away  of  both  her  top-masts,  which  had  injudici- 
ously been  retained  from  her  old  spars. 

One  century  ago,  a  great  part  of  this  line  of  coast  was  po- 
pulous, cleared  of  its  trees,  and  under  cultivation.  It  is  now 
covered  with  a  dense,  and  almost  continuous  forest.  This  is 
almost  wholly  a  second  growth— commonly  distinguishable 
from  the  original,  by  the  profusion  of  brambles  and  brush- 
wood which  abounds  amongst  the  larger  trees,  and  renders 
the  woods  entirely  impervious,  even  to  the  natives,  until 
paths  are  opened  by  the  Bill -hook. 

The  native  towns  are  numerous,  but  not  large.  The  peo- 
ple raise  their  own  rice,  cassada,  and  palm-oil ;  and  procure 
their  guns,  powder,  cloths,  tobacco,  knives,  cooking  utensils, 
and  luxuries,  from  French  slave  traders.  We  saw  at  least 
three  vessels  of  this  description. 

I  observed,  on  this  excursion,  several  situations,  which,  in 
point  of  local  advantages  were  obviously  preferable,  as  the 
seat  of  a  colony,  to  Grand  Bassa ;  but  none,  which  I  did  not 
judge  far  behind  Rfontserado.  I  was  surprised  to  find  the  place 
selected  at  Bassa  for  the  site  of  the*colonial  town  to  be  a  low 
peninsula,  having  an  impassable  swamp  stretching  along  its 
rear  for  several  leagues,  and  terminating  sea- ward,  in  a  slug- 
gish creek  ! — King  Ben,  in  anticipation  of  the  arrival  of  our 
people,  had  built  here,  a  large  house,  which  shows  to  a  great 
distance  in  the  offing. — With  this  King,  I  had  repeated  con- 
versations ;  and  frankly  explained  the  true  reason  why  the 
contract  of  Messrs.  Andrus  and  Bacon  was  not  confirmed  by 
their  fathers  in  America  ;  and  told  him  that  our  nation,  like 
England,  could  not,  according  to  their  laws,  have  any  agency 
in  carrying  off  the  poor  people  of  Africa.  All  this  he  seemed 
perfectly  to  comprehend  ;  and  after  a  few  moment's  silent 
reflection,  coincided  that  he  could  not  blame  the  Americans 
for  observing  their  laws,  and  refusing  to  settle  at  Bassa.  He 
should  not  persist  in  requiring  it. 

The  conversation  then  reverted  to  the  death  of  his  son. 
I  explained  to  him  the  cause  and  circumstances  of  his  decease, 
as  I  had  learnt  them.  That  Messrs.  A.  and  B.  had  treated  him 
with  paternal  tenderness,  till  their  arrival  at  Sierra  Leone  ; 
when  they  placed  him  under  the  care  and  instruction  of  one  of 
the  best  of  white  men,  to  be  instructed  in  whatever  was  most  use- 
ful that  God  visited  him  with  a  disorder  which  the  most  skill- 
ful men  could  not  cure.  He  stated  in  reply,  that  he  was  satis- 
tied  that "  God  killed  his  son;99  but  that  "  Messrs.  Andrus  and 
Bacon  promised  to  take  his  son  to  America,  instead  of  Sierra 
Leone."  Of  that,  I  knew  nothing  ;  and  told  him,  that  one  of 
the  men  was  dead,  the  other  had  left  the  country,— perhaps  King 
Ben  had  misunderstood  them  ;  or  they  him. 
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"  Well,"  he  rejoined,  "  White  men  don't  come  utile  Basso* 
No  palaver  for  that  God  kill  my  son.  True  : — but  what  you 
pay  me  for  my  son  die  in  your  hand  ?"  I  told  him',  white  men 
had  no  such  custom;  and  could  not  understand  paying  for  a 
dead  man.  He  soon  observed,  u  That  be  true: 'white  men 
can't  sabby  black  man's  fash.  I  say  then,  God  kill  my  son.  Mo 
palaver  Jor  that.  But  he  die  in  your  hand.  That  make  my 
heart  sorry.  Now,  what  you  give  me  to  make  my  heart  glad  ?" 
This  was  coming  to  the  point.— I  promised  him  a  small  pre* 
aent,  provided  he  sent  for  it  to  Monfserado.  This  he  promised 
to  do  ;  and  repeatedly  expressed  his  wish,  that  the  most  per- 
fect amity  might  forever  subsist  between  his  people  and  the 
Colony. 

Every  tribe,  indeed,  visited  on  this  trip,  declared  by  its 
Prince,  or  head-men,  its  intention  to  preserve  with  us  a  good 
understanding,  and  to  trade  freely  to  the  colony.  The  par- 
ticulars of  our  late  war.  especially  the  result  of  the  two  en- 
gagements, have  been  reported  far  and  near,  and  given  to  the 
colony  a  character  for  strength  and  invincibility,  which  must, 
in  different  ways,  contribute  greatly  to  its  advantage. 

During  this  trip,  I  collected  230  gallons  of  palm-oil — an  ar- 
ticle of  the  first  necessity  here ;  answering  the  double  pur- 
pose of  lamp-oil  and  suet.  The  means  of  lighting  our  houses 
in  this  latitude,  where  the  sun  is,  12  hours  out  of  every  24, 
below  the  horizon  the  year  round,  are  necessary,  not  as  a 
matter  of  convenience  only,  but  of  necessity.  Besides  sup- 
plying their  own  wants  with  the  valuable  article  just  mention- 
ed, the  people  about  Montserado  prepare  little  or  none  for 
sale.     Down  the  coast  it  is  abundant  and  cheap. 

I  likewise  engaged  25  Kroo-men  as  labourers — perhaps, 
eventually  as  settlers  near  the  colony.  The  wages  allowed 
this  company,  are  3  bars,  or  about  5  pounds  of  leaf  tobacco, 
per  man,  for  the  month.     The  customary  wages  are  4  bars. 

At  the  river  Sesters  is  an  English  factory.  Here  1  pur- 
chased 1500  feet  of  boards,  at  a  very  high  price.  But  the 
unfinished  state  of  the  Agent's  house,  and  some  other  uses  for 
which  this  article  must  be  had,  overruled  the  extreme  reluc- 
tance with  which  I  submitted  to  pay  more  for  this  little  lot  of 
lumber,  than  it  was  worth  to  the  seller. 

Returning  to  the  colony  on  the  13th  instant,  I  found  Mr. 
£eton,  the  young  gentleman  from  the  Cyane,  mentioned  in 
my  last,  very  ill  of  the  fever.  But  apparently  convalescent. 
By  "convalescent,"  when  applied  to  cases  of  fever  in  this 
country,  is  by  no  means  to  be  understood  that  the  patient, 
if  he  be  a  white  man,  is  in  the  way  of  a  speedy  recovery. 

The  colonists  working  under  the  superintendence  of  one  of 
their  number,  have  continued  to  raise  the  walls  of  the  tow^r. 
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The  battery  platform  is  laid,  and  the  walls  carried  a  few  inch- 
es above  it.  Under  the  hands  of  the  25  additional  labourers, 
the  work  now  proceeds  more  rapidly. 

The  season  for  planting  and  sowing  the  seeds  of  such  ve- 
getables and  grains  as  produce  only  an  annual  crop,  has  now 
commenced,  and  will  continue  until  the  middle  of  June- 
Most  of  the  seeds  on  band,  having  been  in  a  damp  store  bouse 
for  nearly  a  year,  are,  1  fear,  spoilt.  Our  people,  I  regret 
to  say,  have  not  commenced  preparing  their  plantations  ; 
nor,  for  obvious  reasons,  would  it  be  proper  to  impede  the 
progress  of  oar  works  of  defence  by  withdrawing  any  of  the 
labourers,  even  for  agricultural  purposes. 

June  5th, 

The  English  have  established  a  regular  packet  communi- 
cation between  Sierra  Leone,  and  Cape  Coast.    The  distance 
is  little  short  of  1 ,000  miles.    The  "  Intercourse*1  Schooner 
commonly  makes  a  trip,  including  the  retarn,  in  about  2 
months,  and  has  made  Montserado  one  of  her  touching  places. 
May  31st,  she  arrived  here  from  the  lee  ward,  and  proceeded 
on  to  Sierra  Leone  on  the  2d  instant,  taking  from  Montserado 
about  20  Kroo  labourers.     It  is  customary  for  public  and 
private  vessels  to  accommodate  gratuitously  this  class  of  peo- 
ple with  passages  to  and  from  their  native  country,  and  the 
different  European  establishments  on  the  coast,  to  which  they 
resort  for  employment.    They  are  regarded  as  a  sort  of  com- 
mon property.    Every  body  employs  them.     To-day  they 
will  assist  in  getting  a  cargo  of  slaves  on  board  a  Spaniard, 
to-morrow,  will  aid  an  English  cruizer  to  capture  him  ;  and 
no  umbrage  is  given  or  taken.     They  never  deal  in  slaves, 
and  by  common  consent,  the  obvious  dictate  of  interest,  are 
never  enslaved  by  Europeans.     Hence,  they  eome  aboard  of 
any  vessel  with  an  air  of  fearless  confidence,  and  every  indi- 
cation of  reeling  themselves  entirely  at  home. 

With  ordinary  success  in  trade,  on  this  coast,  I  can  clear  at 
least  four  times  the  sum  which  I  shall  ever  ask  or  expect 
either  of  the  Government  or  Society.  And  the  business 
.would  not,  to  say  the  least,  be  more  arduous,  than  a  faithful 
discharge  of  duty  within  the  colony.  But  my  wish  is,  so  long 
as  the  Society  shall  require  my  services,  to  lend  them  to  the 
cause,  unless  compelled  to  resort  to  some  other  employment* 

I  feel  unworthy  of  the  vote  of  thanks  passed  by  the  Board 
for  endeavouring  to  perform  as  well  as  I  could,  the*  arduous, 
and  perilous  duties  connected  with  the  defence  of  the  colony. 
But,  to  know  that  any  part  of  my  conduct  merits  their  appro- 
bation, is,  I  assure  you,  sir,  among  the  most  powerful  mo- 
tives, for  endeavouring  in  future  to  deserve  it. 
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The  valuable  present  of  clothing  which  I  hare  received, 
lias  proved  doobly  so  from  the  seasonableness  of  its  arrival. 
But  I  oeed  not  say  that  it  derives  in  my  estimation,  a  much 
higher  value  from  the  occasion  of  the  donation,  and  the  en- 
lightened source  from  which  it  proceeded.  The  grateful 
sentiment  it  has  inspired,  will  long  survive  the  period  jrhen 
the  articles,  themselves,  shall  have  ceased  to  be  of  any  value. 

June  20,  1823. 

1  have  only  a  few  hours  notice  of  the  intention  of  Captain 
Weightman,  of  the  Oswego,  to  sail  immediately  and  direct  to 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Seton's  return  by  this  vessel,  will  supersede  the  ne- 
cessity of  adding  much*  We  have  many  cases  of  sickness 
amongst  the  new  comers,  and  some  deaths  ;  which  are,  how- 
ever, to  be  attributed  to  other  causes  than  the  badness  of  the 
climate,  the  deaths  of  the  two  children  excepted. 

1  trust  you  will  receive  more  favourable  accounts  by  the 
next  conveyance. 


E. 

Review  of  ike  Report*  of  ike  American  Colonization  Society, 

from  ike  Christian  Spectator, 

The  Reports  of  the  American  Society  for  colonising  the  free  people  of 
colour  in  the  United  States.— ISl*,  19,  20,  21, 32,  23. 

To  the  government  exercised  over  us  while  we  continued 
in  a  state  of  colonial  dependence,  our  country  owes  the  great- 
est blot  which  stains  her  annals,  and  the  greatest — almost  the 
only  corse,  with  which  providence  has  seen  fit  to  afflict  her. 
The  pittance  of  honour  which  England  has  acquired,  or  even 
the  stupendous  amount  of  glory  which  she  claims,  as  a  reward 
of  her  efforts  against  the  slave  trade,  can  never  atone  for  the 
crime  of  introducing  into  her  colonies  without  their  consent, 
against  their  wishes,  in  defiance  of  their  remonstrances,  a  po» 
puliation  of  slaves — a  population  which  even  if  it  were  not 
literally  enslaved,  must  forever  remain  in  a  state  of  degrada- 
tion no  better  than  bondage — a  population  whose  relative  in- 
crease is,  and  always  must  be,  a  positive  dimunition  of  nation- 
al strength  and  wealth,  and  on  whose  character,  and  prospects,' 
the  philanthropist  must  for  ever  look  with  commiseration,  and 
the  patriot  with  tearful  forebodings. 

The  bare  mention  of  the  institution  whose  reports  are  now 
before  us,  directs,  with  an  impulse  which  we  find  it  difficult 
to  resistf  towards  a  discussion  of  slavery  as  it  exists,  in  the 
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United  States,  taking  the  subject  in  all  its  extent,  and  with  all 
its  relations  to  the  prosperity  of  our  country.  And  this  im- 
pulse receives  additional  force  from  the,  perhaps  our  readers 
would  say,  self-complacent  impression,  that  though  our  con- 
ceptions of  the  nature  and  extent  of  this  evil,  are  no  less  vi- 
vid than  those  of  the  more  ardent  of  our  fellow  citizens,  they 
are  in  some  respects  more  liberal,  if  not  more  rational,  than 
the  doctrines  on  this  subject  which  are  frequently  expressed, 
with  the  strangest  conviction  of  their  orthodoxy,  by  many  of 
the  journals  and  other  publications  of  New-England  and  the 
middle  states.  But  for  the  present  we  are  compelled  to  wave 
that  discussion,  except  so  far  as  it  is  necessarily  connected 
with  our  immediate  object ;  and  we  do  it  So  the  hope  that  we 
shall  be  able  ere  long  to  present  our  readers  with  a  review  of 
that  subject. 

Our  present  design  is  to  examine  at  some  length  the  histe* 
Tjy  the  prospects,  and  the  claims  of  the  American  Coloniza- 
tion Society.  We  offer  no  apology  for  this,  because  there  it 
too  much  reason  to  believe  that  a  great  proportion  of  our  rea- 
ders have  never  enjoyed  a  proper  opportunity  of  examining 
these  interesting  reports  for  themselves,  and  those  who  have 
been  more  favoured  in  this  respect,  will  certainly  agree  with 
us  that  every  individual  ought  to  know  what  an  institution  so 
gigantic  in  its  designs  has  already  accomplished,  what  it  is  now 
doing,  and  what  it  may  reasonably  hope  to  accomplish  here* 
after. 

The  American  Colonization  Society  was  organized  at  Wash- 
ington about  the  commencement  of  the  year  1817.  In  the 
words  of  its  constitution,  "  the  object  to  which  its  attention  is 
to  be  exclusively  directed,  is  to  promote  and  execute  a  plan 
for  colonizing  (with  their  consent)  the  free  people  of  colour 
residing  in  our  country,  in  Africa,  or  such  other  place  as  Con- 
gress shall  deem  most  expedient."  Among  the  individuals 
most  active  in  procuring  its  establishment,  besides  many  of  the 
present  members  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  were  the  late 
Rev.  Dr.  Finley,  of  New- Jersey,  and  Samuel  J.  Mills.  The 
former  is  indeed  said  to  have  been  the  original  projector  of 
the  plan.  At  the  period  of  its  formation  the  society  received 
the  strongest  expressions  of  approbation,  and  the  warmest  as- 
surances of  good  will  from  many  very  distinguished  men  of 
the  southern  states.  This  was  highly  important,  as  it  had  a 
strong  tendency  to  gain  the  confidence  of  the  southern  people, 
without  which  all  the  operations  of  the  society,  most  of  course, 
be  exceedingly  embarrassed.  But  the  approbation  of  great 
men,  and  the  sanction  of  great  names,  will  never  go  far  to- 
wards the  attainment  of  any  benevolent  object.  It  is  one  thing 
for  a  professed  orator  to  make  a  speech  in  favour  of  an  enter- 
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prise,  and  it  is  quite  another  thing  for  him  to  bring  all  the  re* 
f  ources  of  his  knowledge  and  all  the  powers  of  his  understand- 
ing, to  bear  upon  the  success  of  that  enterprise,  even  though 
it  should  be  at  the  expense  of  his  popularity.  And  it  is  one 
thing  for  a  man  of  wealth  in  a  moment  \>f  generous  excitement 
to  place  his  name  at  the  bead  of  a  subscription  as  the  contribu- 
tor of  thirty,  or  fifty,  or  a  hundred  dollars,  and  it  is  altogether 
a  different  thing  for  the  same  man  to  renew  his  donation  from 
year  to  year,  when  the  novelty  of  the  affair  has  gone  by,  or 
when  the  cause  is  labouring  under  a  temporary  depression ,  or 
when  some  of  his  neighbours  will  laugb  at  his  enthusiasm. 
For  the  success  of  any  benevolent  object,  we  would  rather 
have  the  favour  of  one  pious  female,  than  the  favour  of  five 
rich  men,  who  are  actuated  by  no  stronger  and  steadier  im- 
pulse than  the  generosity  of  their  nature.  And  in  this,  or  any 
similar  undertaking,  the  co-operation  of  the  humble,  noiseless, 
unnoticed  Samuel  J.  Mills,  would  be  better  than  the  co  ope- 
ration of  almost  any  distinguished  man  high  in  office.  It  ought 
not  to  be  expected  that  the  men  who  are  occupied  with  the 
bustle  and  intrigues  of  political  life,  will  devote  their  time  and 
attention  to  the  minor  business  of  doing  good.  They  feel  that 
it  is  enough  for  them  to  bid  the  philanthropist  God-speed.  It 
I  enough  for  them  to  call  the  slave  trade  by  all  the  bard 
names  contained  in  the  vocabulary  of  indignation,  or  to  lift 
their  bands  and  their  voices  in  favour  of  popular  enactments 
for  its  abolition.  And  it  is  no  more  than  justice  to  them,  that 
the  scanty  pittance  of  influence,  which  is  perhaps  all  that  their 
avocations  will  permit  them  to  contribute,  should  be  made  to 
go  as  far  as  possible.  Our  benevolent  institutions  in  New- 
England  act  on  this  principle  ;  and  a  society  hardly  seems  to 
be  organized  unless  it  is  able  to  prefix  to  its  reports  a  bead- 
roll  of  Excellent  and  Honourable  names.  With  this  fact  in 
view,  we  have  been  astonished  to  hear  it  objected  to  the  colo- 
nization society,  that  they  are  too  anxious  to  secure  the  pa- 
tronage of  great  names.  Without  attempting  a  formal  vindica- 
tion of  their  policy  in  this  respect,  we  will  merely  suggest 
that  there  is  an  old  proverb  touching  the  inexpediency  of  that 
man's  beginning  to  throw  stones  wholive9  in  a  glass  house  ; 
and  we  close  this  digression  by  observing  that  much  good 
would  be  accomplished  if  all  our  Senators  and  members  of 
Congress  who  are  enrolled  as  Presidents  and  Vice-Presidents, 
and  Directors  of  Benevolent  Societies,  would  devote  to  the 
objects  which  they  profess  to  patronise,  half  that  attention  and 
half  that  zeal,  which  as  we  do  assuredly  know,  southern  Se- 
nators and  members  of  Congress,  have  devoted  to  the  object 
tow  under  consideration* 

The  first  important  measure  of  the  Board  was  the  sending 
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of  amission  of  inquiry  to  Africa  by  the  way  of  England.  This 
was  a  measure  of  obvious  necessity ;  for  in  what  other  way 
could  they  obtain  the  information  which  was  indispensable  to 
the  commencement  of  their  enterprise  ?  The  Society's  agents, 
Messrs.  Mills  and  Burgess,  sailed  from  Philadelphia,  Nov. 
16,  1817,  arrived  at  Sierra  Leone  in  March  following,  and 
after  about  two  months  spent  in  a  laborious  and  painful  survey 
of  the  coast,  re-embarked  on  their  voyage  for  America.  The 
memory  of  this  voyage  is  consecrated  in  the  hearts  of  chris- 
tians, by  the  fact  that  soon  after  they  left  Africa,  Samuel  John 
Mills,  the  man  of  God,  whose  name  is  so  intimately  associated 
with  almost  every  great  moral  movement  which  has  been 
made  on  our  continent,  finished  the  work  which  God  had  giv- 
en him  to  do,  and  entered  on  his  reward  in  heaven.  The 
simple  narrative  of  the  missionaries  which  so  beautifully  de- 
scribes their  travels,  and  labours  in  Africa,  has  been  read  by 
thousands,  and  ought  to  be  read  by  all.  It  was  published  en- 
tire in  the  second  annual  Report,  and  the  substance  of  it  may 
be  found  likewise  in  the  biography  of  Mills. 

By  the  exertions  of  some  members  of  the  Colonization  So- 
ciety, it  was  soon  discovered  that  the  law  of  the  United  States 
for  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  enacted  in  1607,  was  ex* 
tremely  defective  in  some  of  its  provisions.     By  one  seed  A 
of  this  law,  the  power  of  disposing  of  any  slaves  who  might 
afterwards  be  introduced  into  the  United  States  was  vested  in 
the  Legislatures  of  the  several  states  or  territories  into  which 
they  might  be  imported.     In  conformity  with  this  provision 
the  Legislature  of  Georgia  had  enacted  that  all  negroes  on* 
lawfully  introduced  into  that  state,  should  be  sold  by  the 
Executive  for  the  benefit  of  the  state ;  and  under  that  law,  sales 
to  a  considerable  amount  were  actually  made,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds paid  into  the  state  treasury.     The  same  act,  however, 
recognised  the  existence  and  designs  of  the  Colonization  So- 
ciety, and  provided,  that  if  that  Society  would  engage  to  re- 
ceive such  persons  of  colour  and  transport  them  out  of  the 
country  exclusively  at  their  own  expense,  the  slaves  instead 
of  being  sold  should  be  delivered  into  their  hands.     In  conse- 
quence of  the  representations  of  the  Board  to  Congress,  the 
laws  relative  to  the  slave  trade  were  revised,  and  it  was  de- 
termined to  establish  an  agency  on  the  coast  of  Africa  for  the 
reception  of  rescued  slaves,  and  to  send  from  time  to  time,  a 
national  ship  to  cruize  along  the  coast  so  as  to  abolish  the 
slave  trade  at  its  source.     The  particular  point  at  which  the 
proposed  establishment  should  be  erected,  was  left  to  the 
Executive  ;  and  as  it  was  evident  that  a  co-operation  between 
the  government  and  the  Colonization  Society  would  equally 
promote  the  benevolent  objects  of  both,  the  President  deter- 
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mined  to  locate  the  agency  at  whatever  place  the  Society 
should  select  for  the  site  of  their  colony.  Accordingly,  the 
Elizabeth  was  chartered  which  carried  out  the  agent  of  the 
Society,  and  the  two  agents  of  government,  together  with 
about  eighty  people  of  colour,  who  were  to  commence  the 
settlement,  and  were  to  be  employed  for  a  time  at  the  expense 
of  government,  in  making  the  necessary  preparations  for  the 
reception  of  such  Africans  as  might  be  re-captured.  Though 
the  location  of  the  colony  had  not  been  determined,  k  was 
expected  that  the  agents  would  easily  procure  a  favourable 
situation  in  the  Bagroo  country.  They  were  compelled  by  a 
variety  of  unfortunate  circumstances  to  land  and  make  a  tem- 
porary establishment  on  the  low,  unhealthy  island  of  Sherbro. 
Here,  while  they  were  attempting  in  vain  to  negotiate  for  land 
with  the  treacherous  natives,  they  were  attacked  by  disease  ; 
and  (he  three  agents,  and  twenty  of  the  colonists  were  swept 
away.  The  superintendence  of  the  whole  establishment  de- 
volved on  Daniel  Coker,  one  of  the  most  intelligent  and  res- 
pectable of  the  settlers.  Some  of  the  colonists,  who  by  the 
way  seem  not  on  that  occasion  to  have  been  selected  with 
much  discretion,  became  disorderly  ;  and  the  colony  came 
so  near  to  ruin  that  in  the  spring  of  1821,  when  it  was  rein- 
forced by  the  arrival  of  Messrs.  Andrus  and  Wiltberger  the> 
Society's  agents,  and  Messrs.  Winn  and  £.  Bacon  the  United 
States  agents,  with  28  effective  labourers,  they  were  instruct- 
ed lo  consequence  of  the  entire  failure  of  the  negociations  for 
land,  to  seek  the  protection  of  the  British  Government  at 
Sierra  Leone.  The  colonists  were  accordingly  removed  to 
Fourah  Bay  in  the  vicinity  of  Freetown,  Messrs.  Andrus  and 
Bacon  went  to  the  Bassa  country,  and  attempted  unsuccess- 
fully to  purchase  land  for  the  colony.  They  had  scarcely 
returned  from  this  expedition  when  Mr.  Bacon  and  his  wile 
were  attacked  with  the  sickness  incident  to  the  climate,  and 
sailed  for  America.  Mr.  Andrus  soon  after  died,  (Aug.  27) 
and  in  the  succeeding  month  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Winn,  within  a  few 
days  of  each  other,  followed  him  to  the  grave.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  December,  Dr.  Ayres,  who  had  been  sent  out  as  the 
Society's  agent,  and  Lieut.  Stockton  of  the  U.  S  schooner  Al- 
ligator, sailed  to  Cape  Montserado,  and  after  struggling  with 
great  difficulties  which  they  overcame  by  means  of  their  ac- 
quaintance with  the  African  character,  succeeded  in  purchas- 
ing of  King  Peter,  King  George,  King  Zoda,  King  Long  Pe- 
ter, King  Governor,  and  King  Jimmy,  for  the  consideration  of 
about  300  dollars,  a  tract  of  country  large  enough  for  all  the 
present  purposes  of  the  colony,  supplied  with  excellent 
springs  of  water,  fruitful  in  its  soil  and  healthy  in  its  climate, 
on  (he  banks  of  a  rirer  as  large  as  fhc  Connecticut,  "and 
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with  one  of  the  best  harbours  between  Gibraltar  and  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope."  The  letter  of  Dr.  Ayres,  containing 
the  history  of  this  transaction,  presents  so  vivid  a  picture  of 
the  character  and  manners  of  the  natives,  that  we  must  be 
indulged  with  the  following  extracts  : 

"  On  the  1 1th  of  December,  1821,  in  the  night,  we  came 
to  anchor  off  St.  Paul's  river.  At  daylight  on  the  I2th,  got 
under  way  and  soon  observed  several  canoes  coming  off  to  us. 
The  moment  we  anchored,  our  boat  was  out,  and  Mr.  Stock- 
ton and  myself  went  on  shore  before  any  wrong  impression 
could  be  made  on  the  king.  We  landed  on  the  beach,  at  the 
king's  Kroo town,  and  told  them  we  wanted  to  s**e  the  king  ; 
we  bad  presents  on  board  for  him  ;  and  showed  them  some 
rum  and  tobacco  which  we  had  taken  on  shore  for  him. 

"  Three  or  four  of  the  people  who  had  gathered  round  us 
were  dressed  in  large  striped  hoods,  thrown  over  their  shoul- 
ders, and  had  the  appearance  of  being  people  of  authority. 

"  After  waiting  somte  time,  they  sent  off  an  express  for 
king  Peter.  It  had  been  represented  to  us  unsafe  to  go  on 
sbore  without  being  armed,  and  that  we  should  certainly  be 
murdered  and  robbed.  But  we  determined  to  go  unarmed, 
ns  an  evidence  that  our  aim  was  pacific.  While  sitting  and 
waiting  for  the  king  under  the  ebed  of  a  K<  ooman,  the  people 
kept  collecting,  most  of  them  with  knives  hanging  to  their 
sides.  At  length  there  came  five  or  six  armed  with  muskets. 
I  began  to  think  there  might  be  some  truth  in  the  reports. 
We  were  now  surrounded  by  fifty  or  sixty,  armed  in  this 
way,  and  we  were  without  the  means  of  defence,  except  a 
demijohn  of  whiskey  and  some  tobacco.  I  narrowly  watched 
their  countenances,  as  well  as  that  of  Mr.  Stockton.  I  saw 
he  was  no  way  concerned,  and  a  little  observation  showed 
there  was  yet  no  hostility  in  their  intentions. 

"  Express  after  express  was  sent  for  the  king.  After  a  long 
time  one  of  the  most  reputable  looking  men  told  us  *  The  king 
be  fool — he  no  talk  English — I  his  mouth,  what  I  say,  king 
say.  —What  you  want  V  '  We  told  him  we  were  desirous 
of  getting  a  place  in  Africa  to  build  a  house,  make  farms,  &c.' 
After  explaining  our  views  to  this  person,  and  discussing  them, 
ttome  time,  they  sent  another  message  to  the  king,  and  he 
then  made  his  appearance!  He  was  dressed  in  a  cotton  gar- 
ment of  large  blue  and  white  stripes,  thrown  over  his  shoul- 
ders, and  a  person  holding  an  umbrella  over  his  head.  He 
«:nme,  shook  hands  with  us,  and  took  a  seat.  When  bis  inter- 
preter related  to  him  our  object  in  visiting  him,  we  did  not 
Tail  to  let  him  know  the  high  estimation  in  which  we  held  him 
for  veracity  and  punctuality,  and  that  this  had  induced  us  to 
prefer  bim  to  some  other,  chiefc  :    and  like  most  monarch*, 
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we  found  his  ear  always  open  to  the  sound  of  his  own  praise. 
He  said  "  he  thanked  us  for  the  favour  we  had  done  him  in 
coming  to  bim  first,  and  we  might  have  land."  We  told  him 
we  wanted  the  Island  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  the  Cape, 
He  objected  to  the  Cape,  and  said  "  if  any  white  man  was  to 
settle  on  it,  then  king  Peter  would  die,  they  would  bury  him, 
and  then  his  women  would  cry  a  plenty."  We  did  not  fail  to 
place  in  the  most  favourable  light  the  advantages  which  our 
trade  would  be  to  him  ;  but  took  good  care,  after  our  former 
experience,  how  we  attempted  to  oppose  their  prejudices,  or 
to  offer  to  their  consideration  any  views  which  they  could  not 
fully  comprehend  :  we  therefore  said  nothing  of  civilizing  or 
christianizing  them  ;  but  left  this,  hoping  our  future  example 
may  recommend  our  principles  to  their  adoption.  After  sit- 
ting some  time  in  palaver,  the  king  told  us  he  would  see  his 
head  men,  and  next  morning  he  would  meet  us  again  on  the 
beach,  and  make  a  book  for  the  land.  We  gave  them  our 
rum  and  tobacco,  and  returned  to  our  vessel. 

"  On  the  13th  we  again  went  to  meet  his  majesty.  We  found 
his  head  men  but  no  king,  yet  we  sent  off  an  express  for  him. 
It  was  not  till  after  some  time,  and  several  messages  had  pas- 
sed, that  we  could  get  him  to  meet  us.  After  silting  three 
hours  in  palaver,  the  unfortunate  subject  of  the  slave  trade 
was  broached,  and  we  again  broke  up  the  palaver. 

"  Our  prospect  at  this  time  was  very  dull ;  we  however  de- 
termined not  to  give  up  the  subject  lightly,  and  the  next  day 
went  on  shore  again  where  the  Kinu;  appointed  to  meet  us. 
When  we  got  there,  we  found  neither  King  nor  any  of  his 
head  men.  Our  prospects  now  were  truly  discouraging. 
We,  as  we  had  done  before,  sent  off  an  express  for  him.  He 
sent  word  he  would  not  come,  nor  let  us  have  any  land.  It 
then  became  necessary  either  to  go  and  seek  the  King  in  his 
Capital,  or  to  give  up  the  case  as  impracticable,  as  all  persona 
had  found  it,  who  had  attempted  to  negociate  for  this  place 
before.  To  go  to  the  town  was  to  place  ourselves  entirely 
in  the  power  of  a  nation  who  had  always  been  represented  to' 
us  so  savage  as  to  render  it  unsafe  to  land  on  their  shore  with- 
out being  completely  armed.  However  we  were  determined 
to  go ;  and  were  conducted  by  a  Kroo-man,  through  dark  dis- 
mal ways,  at  one  time  wading  through  the  water,  and  at  ano- 
ther wallowing  through  the  mud  ;  passing  through  thick  and 
dark  swamps,  in  narrow  paths  for  six  or  seven  miles  into  the 
interior.  If  one  of  us  staid  behind,  the  Krooman  would  hal- 
loo to  us  to  "  come  along — the  devil  will  catch  us."  We  at 
length  arrived  at  bis  majesty's  capital.  We  were  shown 
into  a  palaver  hall  spread  with  mats,  to  wait  the  coming  of 
the  King.    The  head  men  came  and  shook  hands  with  us, 
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and  informed  us  that  he  was  dressing,  and  would  see  us  in  a 
short  time.  They  looked  verj  grave,  and  few  of  them  look- 
ed well  pleased.  After  waiting  about  one  hour,  the  King 
made  his  appearance.  Instead  of  coming  and  shaking  hands 
with  us,  he  went  and  seated  himself  under  another  palaver 
hall.  His  prime  minister  then  came  and.  invited  us  to  go  to 
the  King.     He  shook  hands  with  us,  but  looked  very  angry. 

"  The  first  word  the  king  said  to  us  was,  'what  you  want 
that  land  for  V  This  question,  so  often  asked  and  as  often 
answered,  had  again  to  be  explained  to  him.  We  now  found 
that  among  the  Kroomen  who  had  been  on  board  our  vessel 
the  day  before,  there  was  one  who  had  been  engaged  with  the 
father  of  the  Basaa  youth  we  bad  on  board.  This  man  told 
them  we  had  taken  away  the  king  of  Bassa's  son  and  killed 
him,  and  when  we  got  the  land,  we  should  cut  their  throats 
and  bury  them,  another  K  room  an  saw  some  of  our  colonists 
on  board  and  knew  them,  this  circumstance  gave  them  to  un- 
derstand we  were  the  people  who  had  been  quarreling  so 
much  at  Sherbro,  and,  as  if  these  things  could  not  throw  diffi- 
culties enough  to  try  our  diplomatic  skill,  one  fellow  presen- 
ted himself  to  Lieut.  Stockton,  and  told  him  he  was  one  of 
those  whom  the  Lieutenant  had  captured  on  his  last  voyage, 
in  the  Daphne, and  they  had  recaptured  heron  their  passage 
home.  These  circumstances  accounted  for  the  change  of 
conduct  in  the  King  and  people.  Our  cause  now  looked  tru- 
ly deplorable.  We  were  unarmed,  in  the  midst  of  a  nation 
so  exasperated  against  us.  But  Lieut.  Stockton's  dexterity  at 
mixing'  flattery  with  a  little  well  timed  threat,  turned  all  to 
our  own  advantage.  When  they  complained  of  his  taking 
the  French  for  trading  with  them  in  slaves,  he  told  them  his 
orders  were  not  to  meddle  with  the  French  or  any  other  na- 
tion. That  when  he  saw  the  French  vessel,  he  sent  bis  boat 
to  see  who  she  was  ;  that  they  fired  at  him,  and  when  they 
fought  him,  then  he  whipped  them  and  took  their  vessel :  that 
he  would  not  suffer  any  body  to  make  a  fool  of  him  :  and  now 
king  Peter  wanted  to  make  a  fool  of  him:  that  he  tell  him, 
three  d^tys,  he  would  let  him  have  land,  and  drink  up  his  rum, 
and  take  his  tobacco,  and  now  he.  say  he  shan't  have  any  land: 
this  was  fooling  him.  I  believe  the  old  king  was  afraid  of 
being  nerved  as  the  French  vessel  was,  for  he  soon  came  to, 
and  promised  to  call  some  more  kings,  and  meet  us  on  the 
shore  next  morning,  and  make  a  book  which  was  to  give  us 
the  land. 

"  The  island  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  we  have  named  Pre- 
serve r.incc,  *  to  perpetuate  the  long  and  tedious  palaver  we 
had  in  ob  lining  i>.' 

A  settlement  was  begun  without  delay  at  Cape  Montsera- 
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do  by  the  colonists  who  had  been  residing  at  Fourah  Bay* 
But  in  the  mean  time  the  African  Sovereigns  had  repented  of 
the  bargain  by  which  they  had  introduced  into  their  vicinity 
a  government  favourable  to  the  rights  of  man,  and  the  pro* 
gress  of  human  improvement ;  and  like  their  whiter  and  more 
civilized  brethren  of  another  quarter  of  the  Eastern  Conti- 
nent, they  were  alarmed  .and  looked  with  jealousy  on  an  in- 
novation which  they  with  their  little  perspicacity  could 
see — threatened  in  its  progress  to  impose  a  new  aspect  on 
the  face  of  the  society,  and  to  do  away  all  the  ancient  and 
venerable  abuses  by  which  their  wealth  and  power  are  sup- 
ported. Accordingly  when  Dr.  Ayres  arrived  with  the  co- 
lonists, he  was  notified  by  their  majesties  that  the  contract 
must  be  annulled,  and  that  be  could  not  be  permitted  to  set- 
tle. He  however  ventured  to  land,  so  that  while  the  colon- 
ists were  building  their  houses  he  might  negociate  with  the 
kings  at  his  leisure.  The  same  course  of  conduct  which 
Lieut.  Stockton  had  taught  him  to  pursue  on  the  former  oc- 
casion, proved  successful  here.  The  kings  were  intimidated 
by  his  decision  and  by  the  zeal  of  the  settlers,  and  the  treaty 
was  ratified.  But  in  a  few  weeks  the  difficulties  were  re- 
newed. 

44  A  British  prize  slave  vessel  bad  solicited  and  obtained 
permission  to  take  water  from  the  Cape.  .  This  vessel  part- 
ed her  cable  and  was  thrown  on  shore.  The  spirit  of  hostil- 
ity, excited  by  a  dispute  between  the  captain  and  one  of  the 
Kings  added  to  the  powerful  motive  presented  by  the  pre- 
sence of  a  French  vessel  waiting  her  compliment  of  slaves, 
induced  the  natives  to  attack  her,  with  purposes  of  plunder. 
Several  of  our  people  engaged  in  her  defence.  In  the  con- 
test which  ensued,  and  which  they  in  vain  endeavoured  to 
prevent,  two  of  the  natives  were  killed  :  and  on  the  succeed- 
ing day,  a  British  soldier  and  one  of  our  colonists.  Through 
the  criminal  inadvertency  of  an  English  sailor,  who  discharg- 
ed a  cannon  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  store  house,  this 
building  took  fire  :  and  with  it  most  of  the  clothing,  provisions, 
and  utensils  of  the  colony  were  destroyed. — Cth  Rep. — p.  10." 

All  was  now  in  confusion.  The  natives  had  received  de- 
monstration of  the  bearing  which  the  colony  was  to  have  on 
(He  slave  trade.  A  grand  palaver  was  assembled,  consisting 
of  seventeen  kings,  and  thirty-four  half  kings.  One  or  two 
of  the  most  powerful  of  these  were  the  decided  friends  of  the 
colony,  and  had  armed  their  subjects  lor  war,  in  case  peace 
could  not  be  procured.  Dr.  Ay  res  appeared  before  this  con- 
gress, and  gave  them  to  understand  that  he  had  purchased  the 
territory  in  question  and  paid  for  it,  that  therefore  he  intend- 
ed to  retain  it,  and  that  if  they  thought  they  were  able  to  ex- 
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pel  him  they  might  make  the  attempt,  and  he  would  show 
them  what  fighting  was : — he  would  bring  ships,  and  batter 
down  all  the  towns  of  those  who  opposed  him  from  Cape  Mount 
to  the  Line.  "  While  making  this  speech,'9  say  she,  "  1  nar- 
rowly watched  the  countenances  of  Kings  Brister  and  Boson. 
[King  Boson  is  the  most  powerful  friend  of  the  colony.] 
firister  showed  evident  signs  of  concern,  but  Boson  shook  • 
his  sides  very  heartily  with  laughter.  By  this  I  found  I  had 
touched  the  right  chord,  and  did  not  spare  invectives.  The 
other  kings  appeared  uneasy  and  said  one  to  another,  Ob, 
look  white  man  getting  mad,  white  man  getting  mad  !  Boson, 
to  second  the  impression  I  had  made,  sent  one  of  his  people 
round  to  circulate  a  report  that  there  were  four  large  ships 
a  little  way  to  the  southward,  making  into  the  harbour." — 
"  This  threw  all  into  confusion,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  we 
could  keep  the  kings  together  until  the  business  was  settled. 

The  difficulties  having  been  adjusted,  Dr.  Ayres  felt  him- 
self under  the  necessity  of  returning  to  the  United  States,  for 
the  sake  of  obtaining  supplies.  He  accordingly  took  passage 
for  this  country  on  the  fourth  of  June,  1821.  On  the  8th  of 
August  the  settlement  was  reinforced  by  the  arrival  of  the  brig 
Strong  from  Baltimore  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ashmun,  and  thir- 
ty-five colonists,  besides  fifteen  recaptured  Africans.  Mr. 
Ashmun  had  received  a  commission  from  the  Colorization 
Society  to  act  in  their  name  in  case  he  should  find  no  agent  at 
the  colony.  He  accordingly  assumed  the  direction  of  the 
establishment,  laid  out  the  plan  of  a  town,  and  began  to  erect 
such  fortifications  as  might  secure  it  against  any  attack  from 
the  natives. 

It  was  soon  ascertained  that  the  labour  bestowed  on  these 
fortifications  was  not  in  vain.  Many  of  the  kings,  as  we  have 
seen,  were  from  the  beginning  exceedingly  afraid  that  the  in- 
fluence of  the  colony  would  be  to  break  up  all  trade — by 
which  they  mean  the  slave  trade — and  it  is  reasonable  to  sup- 
pose that  their  feelings  of  suspicion  and  hostility  would  not 
be  allayed  by  the  friendly  suggestions  and  admonitions  of  the 
traders.  Accordingly  Mr.  Ashmun  and  his  fellow  labourers 
seem  to  have  been  continually  disturbed  by  reports  of  the 
hostile  designs  of  their  neighbours,  and  to  have  built  the  walls 
ol  their  little  town  somewhat  as  Nehemiah  and  his  country- 
men builded  the  walls  of  Jerusalem ;  "  every  one  with  one  of 
his  hands  wrought  in  the  work,  and  with  the  other  held  a  weap- 
on." On  the  morning  of  November  1 1th  they  were  attacked 
by  a  body  of  800  natives,  who  coming  upon  them  by  surprise, 
gained  possession  of  the  settlement,  till  after  one  or  two  dis- 
charges of  the  eighteen  pounder,  they  betook  themselves  to 
flight.    On  the  second  of  December  they  returned  with  a 
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still  greater  force  amounting  to  about  1500,  and  attacked  si* 
muitaneously  in  two  opposite  quarters,  but  after  receiving  a 
few  shots  from  the  terrific  •'  great  guns,"  they  made  a  hasty 
departure.  They  might  perhaps  have  been  entirely  cut  off 
by  these  repeated  assaults,  had  it  not  been  for  the  interference 
of  a  British  schooner  which  providentially  made  its  appear- 
ance in  this  season  of  distress.  A  cessation  of  hostilities  was 
effected  by  the  mediation  of  Capt.  Laing,  the  distinguished 
African  traveller  who  was  on  board,  and  twenty  mariners  were 
landed  to  guaranty  the  observance  of  the  truce  till  the  difficul- 
ties should  be  finally  adjusted.  When  it  is  remembered  that 
in  this  contest  the  whole  effective  force  of  the  colony  was 
twenty-eight  men  and  boys,  and  that  the  whole  loss  was  only 
three  killed  and  four  wounded,  we  may  regard  the  result  as 
proving  at  once  the  bravery  of  the  settlers  and  the  coward- 
ice of  the  natives.  In  the  trepidation  of  the  assault,  doubtless 
neither  Mr.  Ashmun  nor  the  colonists  would  be  able  to  form 
a  very  cool  and  deliberate  estimate  of  the  number  of  assail- 
ants ;  but  after  making  every  allowance  for  their  seeing 
things  double  on  such  an  occasion,  it  must  be  considered  as 
proved,  that  one  hundred  well  armed  freemen,  fighting  for 
their  liberty,  and  their  children,  and  their  homes,  may  de- 
fend the  colony  against  all  the  hordes  that  can  ever  be  mus- 
tered by  the  holy  alliance  of  Africa.  And  here  we  cannot 
but  remark  that  this  affair  illustrates  very  strikingly  the  dif- 
ference between  the  wild  men  of  that  continent,  and  the  wild 4 
men  of  America.  If  that  establishment  had  been  attacked,  by 
800,  ar500,  or  200  Indians, — we  should  have  known  its  fate 
only  by  conjecture. 

It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  an  arrangement  like  the 
one  above  mentioned  would  place  the  settlers  immediately  in 
a  state  of  entire  security  and  comfort.  Accordingly,  when 
the  Cyane  arrived  on  the  coast,  where  she  had  been  sent  to 
execute  the  laws  against  the  slave  trade,  she  found  them  in  « 
suffering  condition.  The  noble  and  disinterested  exertions  of 
Captain  Spence  and  his  crew,  in  erecting  a  house  for  the 
agent  and  a  tower  of  strong  mason  work  for  the  defence  of 
the  town,  are  gratefully  acknowledged  by  the  Managers  in 
their  address  to  the  public  inserted  in  the  last  number  of  the 
Spectator.  This  tower  which  is  expected  to  bid  defiance  to 
the  barbarians,  has  been  called  Stockton  Castle.  Africa  will 
hereafter  honour  the  men  who  are  labouring  for  her  deliver- 
ance. Her  mountains  and  rivers,  her  provinces  and  cities, 
while  they  testify  her  gratitude,  will  be  the  monuments  of 
their  benevolence.  And  though  friends  and  the  public  may 
weep  at  the  loss  of  those  who  perish  beneath  the  stroke  of 
the  sun  by  day,  or  of  the  moon  by  night,  while  labouring  ia 
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behalf  of  suffering  humanity  ;  yet  there  id  a  consolation  in 
the  thought,  that  they  have  perished  in  a  cause,  for  which 
tbey  need  not  be  ashamed  to  be  martyrs.  If  we  honour  the 
memory  of  those  who  die  on  the  bloody  deck  in  extending 
the  fame  of  American  valour ;  surely  we  ou-ht  to  honour  with  a 
double  reverence  the  memory  of  those  who  sacrifice  their  lives 
to  extend  the  triumphs  of  American  philanthrophy.  It  makes 
us  feel  proud  of  our  country,  to  see  the  zeal,  and  efficiency, 
which  have  uniformly  been  displnyed  by  the  officers  and  sea- 
men of  the  national  vessels  that  have  been  appointed  from  time 
to  time  to  the  African  station.  "  Most  of  my  associates,"  said 
Lieutenant  Stockton,  *•'  were  ready  (and  1  sincerely  believe 
it)  to  sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  humanity,  convenience,  comfort, 
interest  and  health." 

In  April  last,  Dr.  Ay  res  sailed  from  Baltimore  in  the  brig 
Oswego  with  sixty  new  settlers, — if  their  voyage  was  favour- 
able they  must  have  arrived  there  more  than  two  months  ago. 

A  trading  company  has  been  formed  in  Baltimore,  which 
if  the  plan  succeeds  will  hereafter  afford  the  means  of  a  con- 
stant and  regular  communication  with  the  colony.  This  com- 
pany consisting  of  a  few  respectable  merchants  was  formed 
with  the  approbation  of  the  Board,  and  will  we  trust  have  an 
important  connection  with  the  regeneration  of  Africa  Its 
design  is,  we  believe,  after  having  made  a  fair  experiment  to 
run  two  or  more  vessels  as  regular  traders  between  Baltimore 
^and  Cape  Montserado.  These  will  of  course  afford  the  means 
of  conveyance  to  such  as  are  desirous  of  emigrating.  The 
first  vessel  sailed  at  the  beginning  of  June  and  carried  a  few 
passengers. 

The  present  condition  of  the  the  colony  may  be  briefly 
described.  It  consists  of  140*  settlers  under  the  direction  of 
two  agents,  ardently  devoted  to  the  cause,  accustomed  to  their 
business,  seasoned  to  the  climate,  and  well  acquainted  with 
the  African  character.  These  men  occupy  a  soil  of  whose 
productiveness  it  is  difficult  for  an  inhabitant  of  our  climate  to 
form  any  adequate  conception.  By  the  latest  accounts  the 
controversy  with  the  natives  seems  to  have  terminated  entire- 
ly to  their  satisfaction,  so  that  the  former  intercourse  with 
them  for  the  purposes  of  trade  has  been  resumed,  and  the 
settlers  can  clear  and  cultivate  their  lands  without  danger. 

Such  is  the  history  of  the  American  Colonization  Society. 
Its  design  is  general — the  benefit  of  the  whole  African  race. 
Its  plan  of  operation  is  specific,  the  establishment  on  the  coast 
of  Africa  of  a  colony  of  free  people  of  colour  from  America. 
It  is  not  a  Missionary  Society,  nor  a  society  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  slave  trade,  nor  a  society  for  the  improvement  of 
•  At  this  time,  March,  1824,  the  number  it  about  240. 
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the  blacks,  nor  a  society  for  the  abolition  of  slavery.  It  is 
simply  a  society  for  establishing  a  colony  on  the  coast  of  Afri- 
ca, and  so  far  as  any  of  these  other  objects  are  attained  by  its 
efforts,  they  must  be  attained  either  as  the  means,  or  as  the 
consequences  of  establishing  that  colony.  But  limited  as  are 
the  operations  of  this  institution,  it  appears  to  us  to  be  the  only 
institution  which  promises  any  thing  great  or  effectual  for  the 
benefit  of  the  black  population  of  our  country.  A  single  glance 
at  the  condition  of  these  beings,  and  at  the  obstacles  which  life 
in  the  way  of  their  improvement,  is  enough  to  convince  us  of 
this. 

There  is  at  present  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States, 
a  coloured  population  of  one  million,  seven  hundred  and 
sixty-nine  thousand.  The  character,  and  circumstances  of 
this  class  of  the  community  fall,  to  some  extent,  under  the 
personal  observation  of  every  man.  Who  is  there,  that  does 
not  know  something  of  the  condition  of  the  blacks  in  the  nor- 
thern and  middle  states  ?  They  may  be  seen  in  our  cities 
and  larger  towns,  wandering  like  foreigners  and  outcasts,  in 
the  land  which  gave  them  birth.  Tbey  may  be  seen  in  our 
penitentiaries,  and  jails,  and  "poor  houses.  They  may  be 
found  inhabiting  the  abodes  of  poverty,  and  the  haunts  of  vice. 
But  if  we  look  for  them  in  the  society  of  the  honest  and  re- 
spectable— if  we  visit  the  schools  in  which  it  is  our  boast  that 
the  meanest  citizen  can  enjoy  the  benefits  of  instruction — we 
might  also  add,  if  we  visit  the  sanctuaries  which  are  open  for 
all  to  worship,  and  to  hear  the  word  of  God  ;  we  shall  not 
find  them  there.  The  Soodta  is  not  farther  separated  from 
the  Brahmin  in  regard  to  all  his  privileges,  civil,  intellectual, 
and  moral ;  than  the  negro  is  from  the  white  man  by  the 
prejudices  which  result  from  the  difference  made  between 
them  by  the  God  of  nature.  A  barrier  more  difficult  to 
be  surmounted  than  the  institution  of  the  Caste,  cuts  off, 
and  while  the  present  state  of  society  continues  must  always 
cutoff,  the  negro  from  all  that  is  valuable  in  citizenship.  In 
his  infancy,  he  finds  himself,  be  knows  not  why,  the  scorn  of 
his  playmates,  from  the  first  moment  that  their  little  fingers 
can  be  pointed  at  him  in  derision.  In  youth,  he  has  no  in- 
centive to  prepare  for  an  active  and  honourable  manhood, 
No  visions  of  usefulness,  or  respectability,  animate  his  pros- 
pects. In  maturer  years,  he  has  little  motive  to  industry,  or 
to  any  honourable  exertion.  He  is  always  degraded  in  the 
estimation  of  the  community,  and  the  deep  sense  of  that  de- 
gradation enter*  into  his  soul,  and  makes  him  degraded  indeed. 
We  know  that  there  are  individuals,  who  in  spite  of  all  these 
obstacles  to  moral  and  social  improvement,  have  acquired  a 
character  of  respectability,  and  piety.     But  instances  like 
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these,  occasioned  by  the  peculiar  circumstances  or  power*  of 
the  individuals,  cannot  be  brought  to  disprove  the  general  as- 
sertion, which  we  make  without  the  fear  of  contradiction,  that 
the  blacks  are  degraded,  without  any  proper  means  of  im- 
provement, or  any  sufficient  incentive  to  exertion,  that  they 
present  the  strange  anomaly  of  a  large  part  of  the  nation  that 
loves  to  call  itself  the  freest,  and  happiest,  and  most  enlightened 
nation  on  the  globe,  separated  by  obstacles  which  they  did 
not  create,  and  which  they  cannot  surmount,  from  all  the  in- 
stitutions and  privileges  to  which  the  other  portions  of  the 
community  owe  their  superiority. 

But  there  is  another  still  more  important  characteristic  of 
the  condition  of  our  coloured  population,  in  comparison  with 
which  every  other  circumstance  dwindles  into  insignificance; 
and  from  which  all  that  we  have  already  said  is  only  a  single 
necessary  consequence.  We  mean  slavery.  And  on  this 
subject  we  must  express  ourselves  briefly,  yet  boldly.  We 
have  heard  of  slavery  as  it  existed  in  the  nations  of  antiquity, 
we  have  heard  of  slavery  as  it  exists  in  Asia,  and  Africa,  and 
Turkey ;  we  have  heard  of  the  feudal  slavery  under  which 
the  peasantry  of  Europe  have  groaned  from  the  days  of  Alaric, 
uutil  now  ;  but  excepting  only  the  horrible  system  of  the 
West  India  Islands,  we  have  never  heard  of.  slavery  in  any 
country,  ancient  or  modern,  pagan,  Mahommedan,  or  chris- 
tian, so  terrible  in  its  character ;  so  pernicious  in  its  tender  y; 
so  remediless  in  its  anticipated  results,  as  the  slavery  which 
exists  in  these  United  States.  We  do  not  mean  here  to  speak 
of  slavery  as  a  system  of  bonds  and  stripes  and  all  kinds  of 
bodily  suffering.  On  this  point,  there  is,  we  believe,  a  great 
degree  of  misapprehension  among  our  fellow  citizens  of  the 
North.  Many  of  them  are  accustomed  to  associate  with  the 
name  of  slavery,  all  that  is  horrible  in  the  details  of  the  Afri- 
can trade,  and  all  that  is  terrific  in  the  cruelties  of  Jamaica 
and  Porto  Rico.  But  we  rejoice  in  the  belief  that  these  con- 
ceptions are  erroneous  ;  and  that  though  there  may  be  in- 
stances of  unpunished,  and  sometimes  perhaps  almost  unno- 
ticed barbarity,  the  condition  of  a  slave  in  most  parts  of  the 
United  States  is  generally  as  much  superior  to  that  of  a  slave 
in  the  West  Indies,  as  the  condition  of  an  American  farmer  is 
to  that  of  an  Irish  peasant.  Here  we  are  ready  to  make  what 
all  will  consider  the  most  liberal  concessions.  We  are  ready 
even  to  grant,  for  our  present  purpose,  that,  so  far  as  mere 
animal  existence  is  concerned,  the  slaves  have  no  reason  to 
complain,  and  the  friends  of  humanity  have  no  reason  to  com- 
plain for  them.  And  when  we  use  the  strong  language  which 
we  feel  ourselves  compelled  to  use  in  relation  to  this  subject, 
we  do  not  mean  to  speak  of  animal  suffering,  but  of  an  im- 


89 

mense  moral  and  political  evil,— of  slavery  as  it  stands  con- 
nected with  the  wealth  and  strength,  and  more  especially 
with  the  character  and  happiness  of  our  nation. 

We  have  no  room  to  enlarge  on  the  political  aspect  of  this 
subject.  We  will  only  ask — where  would  be  the  enterprise 
and  the  wealth  and  the  strength  of  New-England,  if  her  green 
hills  and  pleasant  valltes  were  cultivated  no  longer  by  her 
own  independent  and  hardy  yeomanry,  but  by  the  degraded 
serfs  of  a  Polish  aristocracy  ?  And  what  would  not  Virginia 
become,  if  she  could  exchange  her  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  thousand  slaves  for  as  many  freemen,  who,  in  blood  and 
complexion,  as  well  as  in  immunities  and  enjoyments,  should 
be  one  with  (he  proudest  of  her  children  ? 

But  the  mere  politician  cannot  fail,  in  estimating  the  mag- 
nitude of  this  evil,  to  look  at  its  moral  tendency.     The  great 
men  of  the  south  have  looked  at  it  in  this  aspect,  and  have 
expressed  themselves  accordingly.    Judge  Washington  pro- 
nounces it  to  be  "  an  inherent  vice  in  the  community."    Mr. 
Jefferson  uses  language  on  this  subject,  too  strong  for  even  a 
northern  man  to  regard  it  as  strictly  true.     In  his  Notes  on 
Virginia,  he  says — u  The  whole  commerce  between  master 
and  slave,  is  a  perpetual  exercise  of  the  most  boisterous  pas* 
sions,  the  most  unremitting  despotism  on  the  one  part,  and 
degrading  submissions  on  the  other."     "  The  parent  storms, 
the  child  looks  on,  catches  the  lineaments  of  wrath,  puts  on 
the  same  airs  in  a  smaller  circle  of  slaves,  gives  a  loose  to  his 
worst  passions,  and  thus  nursed,  educated,  and  daily  exer- 
cised in  tyranny,  cannot  but  be  stamped  with  odious  peculiari- 
ties."    "  I  tremble  for  my  country  when  I  reflect  that  God  is 
just,  and  that  his  justice  cannot  sleep  for  ever."     And  speak- 
ing of  the  probability,  that  the  blacks  may  assert  their  free- 
dom, he  adds,  "  the  Almighty  has  no  attribute  which  can  take 
side  with  us  in  such  a  contest."     It  would  be  easy  to  collect 
the  sentiments  of  many  highly  honoured  individuals  in  the 
southern  states  who  have  expressed  themselves  as  decidedly 
if  not  as  strongly.     But  it  is  enough  to  say,  in  regard  to  the 
moral  influence  of  the  system  on  the  blacks,  that  laws  exist  in 
nearly  all  the  slave*  holding  states,  prohibiting  their  instruc- 
tion, and  even  driving  them  from  Sunday  schools,  because  the 
public  safety  requires  them  to  be  kept  in  perfect  ignorance ; 
and  in  regard  to  its  influence  on  the  white  population,  that 
the  most  lamentable  proof  of  its  deteriorating  effects  may  be 
found  in  the  fact,  that  excepting  the  pious  whose  hearts  are 
governed  by  the  christian  law  of  reciprocity  between  man  and 
man,  and  the  wise  whose  minds  have  looked  far  into  the  rela- 
tions and  tendencies  of  things,  none  can  be  found  to  lift  their 
voices  against  a  system  so  utterly  repugnant  to  the  feelings  of 
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unsophisticated  humanity — a  system  which  permits  all  the 
atrocities  of  the  domestic  slave-trade — which  permits  the  fa* 
ther  to  sell  his  children,  as  he  would  his  cattle — a  system 
which  consigns  one  half  of  the  community  to  hopeless  and 
utter  degradation,  and  which  threatens  in  its  final  catastrophe 
to  bring  down  the  same  ruin  on  the  master  and  the  slave. 

There  are  two  considerations  in  view,  of  which  we  ventur- 
ed to  remark  that  the  slavery  which  exists  in  our  country  is 
more  ominous  in  its  character  and  tendency  than  any  similar 
system  which  has  ever  existed  in  other  countries.  The  first 
is,  that  slavery  contradicts  the  primary  principles  of  our  re- 
publican government.  Slavery  was  not  inconsistent  with  the 
principles  of  Grecian  and  Roman  democracy.  It  is  in  perfect 
harmony  with  the  systems  of  government,  which,  excepting 
Great  Britain  and  Switzerland,  prevail  in  every  province  of 
the  old  world, from  the  Frozen  Ocean  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  from  the  Bay  of  Biscay  to  the  Pacific.  But  it 
stands  in  direct  opposition  to  all  the  acknowledged  and  boasted 
maxims  in  which  is  laid  the  foundation  of  our  political  institu- 
tions. The  other  consideration  to  which  we  refer  is,  that 
which  spreads  terrour  over  every  aspect  in  which  the  subject 
can  be  viewed,  and  which  seems  to  tell  us — for  all  these 
evils  there  is  no  remedy.  It  is  the  fact  that  the  slaves,  and 
those  who  have  been  slaves,  and  those  whose  fathers  have 
been  slaves,  are  all  marked  out  and  stigmatized  with  the 
brand  which  nature  has  stamped  upon  them.  In  Greece  and 
Rome,  as  in  almost  every  other  nation,  a  slave  might  be  made 
free,  and  then  he  was  no  longer  a  slave,  but  he  was  amalga- 
mated with  the  rest  of  the  community,  and  the  road  of  wealth 
or  honour  or  office  was  open  before  him,  and  his  interests 
were  united  with  the  interests  of  the  republic.  But  here  the 
thing  is  impossible :  a  slave  cannot  be  really  emancipated. 
You  cannot  raise  him  from  the  abyss  of  his  degradation.  You 
may  call  him  free,  you  may  enact  a  statute  book  of  laws  to 
make  bim  free,  but  you  cannot  bleach  him  into  the  enjoyment 
of  freedom. 

Now  apply  to  this  subject  one  very  simple  arithmetical 
calculation.  In  1820  the  slave  population  of  the  country  was 
1,500,000.  Their  annual  increase  is  estimated  at  35,000. 
Their  number  doubles  in  less  than  20  years.  Things  remain- 
ing as  they  now  are,  in  1 840  we  shall  have  3,000,000  of  slaves ; 
in  1860,  6,000,000;  and  in  1880,  12,000,000;  a  nation  of 
slaves  larger  by  4,000,000  than  the  whole  present  white  po- 
pulation of  the  United  States.  What  a  state  of  things  will  this 
be.  Twelve  millions  of  slaves.  *  A  nation  scattered  and 
peeled,' '  a  nation  meted  out  and  trodden  down ;' — and  God 
forbid  that  it  should  be  written  in  the  blood  and  echoed  in  the 
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groans  of  that  generation — "a  nation  terrible  from  their  be- 
ginning hitherto."  But  even  in  the  short  sixty  years  which 
must  elapse  before  snch  a  state  of  things  can  take  place,  hoir 
much  terrour  and  anxiety  must  be  endured,  how  many  plots 
must  be  detected,  how  many  insurrections  must  be  quelled 

Plots!  and  insurrections!  These  are  words  of  terrour; 
but  their  terribleness  is  no  argument  against  the  truth  of 
what  we  say.     If  things  go  on  as  they  are,  words  more  terri- 
ble than  these  must  be  "  familiar  in  our  mouths."     For,  not-* 
withstanding  all  that  may  be  done  to  keep  the  slaves  in  igno- 
rance, they  are  learning,  and  will  continue  to  learn,  something 
of  their  own  power,  and  something  of  the  tenure  by  which 
they  are  held  in  bondage.    They  are  surrounded  by  the  me- 
morials of  freedom.     The  air  which  they  breathe  is  free ; 
and  the  soil  on  which  they  tread,  and  which  they  water  with 
their  tears,  is  a  land  of  liberty.     Slaves  are  never  slow  in 
learning  that  they  are  fettered,  and  that  freedom  is  the  birth- 
right  of  humanity.    Our  slaves  will  not  be  always  ignorant — 
and  when  that  righteous  Providence,  which  never  wants  in* 
struments  to  accomplish  its  designs,  whether  of  mercy,  or  of 
vengeance,  shall  raise  up  a  Touissaint,  or  a  Spartacus,  or  an 
African  Tecumseh,  his  fellow  slaves  will  flock  around  his 
standard,  and  we  shall  witness  scenes  which  history  describes, 
but  from  the  thought  of  which  the  imagination  revolts.     Not 
that  there  is  any  reason  to  anticipate  such  an  insurrection  aa 
will  result  in  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves,  and  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  black  empire.     A  general  insurrection  in  the 
southern  states,  might  indeed  destroy  their  cities,  might  deso- 
late their  plantations,  might  turn  their  rivers  to  blood  ;  but  to 
be  finally  successful,  it  must  be  delayed  for  more  than  two  or 
three  generations, — it  must  be  delayed  till  the  blacks  have 
force  enough  to  resist  successfully  the  energies  of  the  whole 
American  people  ;  for  at  aoy  time  within  sixty  or  a  hundred 
years,  the  beacon  fires  of  insurrection  would  only  rally  the 
strength  of  the  nation,  and  the  ill-fated  Africans,  if  not  utterly 
exterminated,  would  be  so  nearly  destroyed  that  they  must 
submit  to  a  bondage  more  hopeless  than  ever. 

Cannot  the  people  of  the  United  States  be  roused  to  an  ef- 
fort for  the  partial,  if  not  for  the  entire,  removal  of  the  evils 
attendant  on  the  circumstances  of  our-black  population  ?  We 
refer  to  all  these  evils ;  though  they  cannot  all  be  enumerated, 
for  their  name  is  legion.  We  refer  to  the  condition  of  all  the 
blacks  whether  bond  or  free.  They  are  wretched,  and  their 
wretchedness  ought  to  be  alleviated.  They  are  dangerous 
to  the  community,  and  this  danger  ought  to  be  removed. 
Their  wretchedness  arises  not  only  from  their  bondage,  but 
from  their  political  and  moral  degradation.    The  danger  is 
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not  so  much  that  we  have  a  million  and  a  half  of  slaves,  at 
that  we  have  within  oar  borders  nearly  two  millions  of  men 
who  are  necessarily  any  thing  rather  than  loyal  citizens— 
nearly  two  millions  of  ignorant  and  miserable  beings  who  are 
banded  together  by  the  very  same  circumstances,  by  which 
they  are  so  widely  separated  in  character  and  in  interest  from 
all  the  citizens  of  our  great  republic.  The  question  is,  can- 
not  the  people  of  the  United  States  be  induced  to  do  some* 
thing  effectual  for  the  removal  of  these  evils  ?  Without  doubt 
they  can  be  roused  to  an  effort ;  for  in  a  nation  so  far  under 
the  influence  of  christian  principle  as  ours,  there  is  a  spirit 
which  will  answer  to  the  voice  of  benevolence  when  it  pleads 
the  cause  of  humanity.  It  did  answer  in  England,  when  Wil- 
berforce  and  Clarkson  lifted  up  their  cry  against  the  wrongs  of 
Africa ;  and  the  consequence  of  their  unwearied  labours  has 
been  the  formal  abolition  of  the  slave-trade  by  every  christian 
power  in  both  continents,  and  such  a  total  revolution  in  public 
sentiment,  that  all  who  are  not  immediately  interested  in  the 
nefarious  traffick  are  ready  to  denounce  it  as  the  most  high- 
handed outrage  that  ever  was  practised  by  fraud  and  power 
against  simplicity  and  weakness.  If  the  philanthropists  of 
America  will  summon  up  their  energies  to  a  like  effort — if 
they  will  never  cease  to  warn  tbeir  fellow-citizens  of  the  ex- 
tent and  nature  of  these  evils — if  they  will  properly  set  before 
the  public  the  political  and  intellectual  and  moral  degradation 
of  the  blacks,  and  the  danger  which  results  from  this  degra- 
dation ; — the  same  spirit  which  answered  to  the  plea  of  Wil- 
berforce  will  answer  them,  and  the  effect  of  their  labours  will 
be  seen  in  the  sympathizing  efforts  of  all  the  enlightened  and 
benevolent.  We  doubt  not  that  the  public  may  be  excited  on 
this  subject,  and  if  excited  they  may  put  forth  such  an  effort 
as  will  alleviate  the  evils  in  question,  and  long  delay,  if  not 
utterly  prevent,  their  final  catastrophe.  The  excitement  re- 
quired is  not  a  momentary,  feverish,  half  delirious  excite- 
ment, like  that  produced  by  the  agitation  of  the  Missouri 
question — it  must  be  something  more  -calm  and  permanent. 
It  must  not  be  a  sudden  torrent  passing  away  with  the  cloud 
that  gave  it  birth  ;  but  a  river  whose  broad,  deep,  peaceful 
streams  are  supplied  by  perennial  fountains,  and  whose  pore 
waters,  like  the  waters  of  Jordan,  shall  wash  away  from  our 
national  character  this  foul  and  loathsome  leprosy. 

But  what  shall  be  done  ?  This  excitement  must  have  a  de- 
finite object, — what  shall  that  object  be  ?  what  kind  of  effort 
is  demanded  ?  We  answer,  first,  any  effectual  effort  for  the 
benefit  of  the  blacks  must  be  such  as  will  unite  the  patriotic 
and  benevolent,  Hi  all  parts  of  the  country.  There  is  per- 
haps no  subject  which  excites  so  much  of  what  is  called  *ec- 
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tional  feeling,  so  much  of  jealousy  at  the  south,  so  much  of 
exultation  at  the  north,  and  so  much  of  indignant  invective 
in  all  parts  of  the  Union,  as  the  subject  before  us,  in  any  of 
its  relations.  But  this  feeling  at  the  north  and  at  the  south, 
is  equally  unreasonable,  not  to  say  equally  criminal.  The 
difference  in  regard  to  slavery  and  a  negro  population,  be- 
tween New-England  and  Georgia,  we  owe  not  to  ourselves, 
or  to  our  fathers,  but  to  the  God  who  has  placed  our  habita- 
tion where  the  climate  forbade  the  introduction  of  Africans, 
and  where  the  hard  soil  could  be  cultivated  only  by  the  hands 
of  freemen.  Had  the  rough  hills,  and  the  cold  winds,  and 
the  long  winters  of  New-England,  been  exchanged  for  the 
rich  plains  and  the  burning  sun  and  the  enervating  breezes  of 
Carolina,  all  the  sacred  principles  of  puritanism  would  not 
have  prevented  the  introduction  of  slavery,  at  a  time  when 
hardly  a  man  could  be  found  in  either  hemisphere,  to  raise 
his  voice  against  the  enormity,  and  when  England  was  deter- 
mined to  infect  all  her  colonies  with  the  debilitating  and 
deadly  poison.  What  occasion  then  can  we  have  to  exult 
over  our  fellow-citizens  ?  It  is  as  if  the  heir  to  an  estate 
should  exult  in  the  poverty  of  his  neighbour.  It  is  as  if  the 
man  in  health  should  glory  over  his  brother  in  sickness. — 
And  it  is  with  indignation  that  we  sometimes  see  the  editors 
of  political  journals,  in  one  part  of  the  country,  attempting 
to  kindle  and  cherish  such  feelings  ; — for  every  such  attempt 
excites  and  increases,  and  in  some  measure  excuses,  that 
techy  sensibility,  in  respect  to  this  subject,  which  the  people 
of  the  south  are  always  too  ready  to  manifest.  But  still  we 
are  happy  to  believe,  that  notwithstanding  all  the  vapouring 
of  newspaper  declaimers,  the  great  majority  of  the  northern 
people  regard  the  matter,  at  least  in  times  of  calm  reflection, 
with  far  more  enlarged,  liberal,  national  feelings,  than  is  com- 
monly imagined  by  their  southern  brethren.  And  we  will 
even  express  our  belief,  that  there  is  hardly  any  enterprise 
to  which  the  militia  of  Vermont  or  Connecticut  would  march 
with  more  zeal,  than  to  crush  a  servile  rebellion,  (if  such  an 
event  should  ever  take  place,  with  all  its  cruelties  and  hor- 
rors) in  Virginia.  The  people  of  Maine  belong  to  the  same 
great  community  with  the  people  of  Georgia ;  and  hence 
they  desire  at  once  the  right  and  the  duty  of  interfering  to 
alleviate,  and  if  possible  to  remove,  an  evil  which  affects  the 
prosperity  and  safety  of  the  whole  American  empire.  The 
people  of  the  south  should  know  this,  and  if  they  once  see 
their  fellow-citizens  engaging  calmly  and  kindly  in  real  efforts 
for  the  alleviation  of  this  evil,  their  prejudices  will  be  done 
away,  and  they  will  acknowledge  the  un  season  abl  en  ess  of 
their  jealousies.    If  the  people  of  New-England  will  talk  less 
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of  the  guilt  of  slavery,  and  more  of  the  means  of  counter- 
acting its  political  and  moral  tendencies ;  or  if,  when  they 
speak  of  its  guilt,  they  would  acknowledge  that  New-Eng- 
land is  a  partaker ;  if  they  will  remember  that  it  was  their 
ships  and  sailor*  that  carried  the  Africans  in  chains  across  the 
ocean,  and  that  there  are  now  men  among  them  who  are  liv- 
ing on  "  the  price  of  blood," — men  whose  wealth  was  "  earn- 
ed" by  "  sinews  bought  and  sold  !" — if  they  will  speak  of 
this  subject  with  the  modesty,  and  think  of  it  with  the  shamg, 
which  such  remembrances  are  calculated  to  inspire,  they  may 
soon  find  that  there  are  principles  and  schemes  of  enterprise 
in  which  the  benevolent  of  ail  the  states  can  unite : — And 
would  not  a  national  effort,  for  the  removal  of  this  national 
evil,  do  away  local  prejudices,  and  bind  together  the  different 
parts  of  the  Union,  with  a  closer  bond  of  national  feeling  ? 

An  effort  for  the  benefit  of  the  blacks,  in  which  all  parts 
of  the  country  can  unite,  t>f  course  must  not  have  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  for  its  immediate  object  Nor  may  it  aim  di- 
rectly at  the  instruction  of  the  great  body  of  the  blacks. — In 
either  case,  the  prejudices  and  terrors  of  the  slave-holding 
States  would  be  excited  in  a  moment ;  and  with  reason  too, 
for  it  is  a  well-established  point,  that  the  public  safety  forbids 
either  the  emancipation  or  the  general  instruction  of  the 
slaves.  It  requires  no  great  skill  to  see  that  the  moment  you 
raise  this  degraded  community  to  an  intellectual  existence, 
their  chains  will  burst  asunder  like  the  fetters  of  Sampson, 
and  they  will  stand  forth  in  the  might  and  dignity  of  man- 
hood, and  in  all  the  terrors  of  a  long  injured  people,  thirst- 
ing for  vengeance. 

But,  notwithstanding  these  restrictions,  occasioned  by  the 
necessity  of  the  case,  and  the  danger  of  exciting  jealousy, 
the  effort  in  question  must  be  a  great  effort— great  in  its  con- 
ception and  great  in  its  details.  We  mean  that  there  must  be 
a  magnificence  in  its  immediate  object,  and  an  attractiveness 
in  every  step  of  its  progress,  which  will  not  let  it  be  forgotten 
or  overlooked  among  the  numberless  enterprises  of  the  age. 
There  is  a  certain  simple  grandeur  in  the  design  of  the 
Bible  Society,  which  fills  the  whole  mind  of  the  beholder, 
and  awakens  the  benevolent  heart  to  ecstacy,  as  it  contem- 
plates the  mighty  scheme  in  all  its  relations.  It  is  this  which 
has  united,  in  the  holy  undertaking,  christians  of  every  name 
and  of  every  country,  and  it  is  this  which  will  always  unite 
them,  till  the  design  of  the  Bible  Society  shall  attain  its  per- 
feet  accomplishment.  The  Missionary  Society,  with  perhaps 
less  of  that  imposing  simplicity,  in  its  place  seizes  on  the 
attention  and  affections  of  the  publie,  by  the  charm  which 
is  thrown  over  all  its  proceedings.    Every  new  report  of  its 
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progress,  every  letter  from  a  distant  missionary,  awakens  in 
the  supporters  of  the  enterprise,  a  higher  joy  and  a  livelier 
interest*  And  it  is  this  increasing  brightness  in  the  details 
of  its  progress,  which  will  always  make  it  fresh  and  beautiful 
to  the  benevolent  eye,  till  *  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  shall 
become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord.'  So  any  effort  for  the 
removal  of  the  evils  to  which  our  attention  has  been  directed, 
before  it  can  become  powerful  and  lasting,  mast  have  some-' 
thing  of  the  sanit  character.  There  must  be  a  similar  gran- 
deur in  its  object  to  arrest  the  public  attention  ;  and  to  keep 
up  that  attention,  there  must  be  the  same  interest  thrown 
over  the  successive  events  of  its  history.  Without  the  one, 
the  great  body  of  the  people  will  not  engage  in  the  enter-* 
prise  ;  without  the  other,  they  will  not  maintain  it. 

We  have  asserted  that  the  Colonization  Society  is  the  only 
institution  which  promises  any  thing  great  or  effectual  for 
the  relief  of  our  black  population.  We  have  examined  the 
condition  of  that  population,  and  have  pointed  out  the  cha- 
racteristics of  the  effort  which  shall  accomplish  any  thing 
for  their  improvement.  To  establish  our  assertion,  it  re- 
mains for  us  to  show  that  the  direct  object  of  this  Society  is 
attainable  ;  and  that  the  two  characteristics  above  mentioned, 
belong  to  this  scheme,  and  to  this  alone. 

What  other  scheme,  then,  for  the  improvement  of  the 
blacks,  is  there  before  the  public  ?  What  other  efforts  are 
we  exhorted  to  make  ?  What  other  projects  do  we  hear  of? 
There  are  a  few  Sunday  schools  established  for  their  benefit 
in  our  large  towns  ;  and  in  some  of  our  cities,  the  Africans 
have  churches  of  their  own,  and  tolerably  well  qualified 
ministers  of  their  own.  And  more,  to  educate  young  men  of 
colour  for  the  work  of  the  ministry  among  their  brethren, 
there  is,  or  there  was,  somewhere  in  the  State  of  New- 
Jersey,  an  African  seminary,  with  whose  managers,  funds, 
resources,  students,  instructers,  and  even  local  situation, 
the  public  at  large  have  been,  for  three  years  past,  about  as 
well  acquainted,  as  they  are  with  the  course  of  the  Niger, 
or  the  police  of  Tombuctoo.  But  efforts  of  this  kind,  taken 
by  themselves,  hardly  amount  to  any  thing ;  they  do  not  in 
the  least  affect  the  essence  of  the  evil ;  and  not  only  so,  but 
by  a  great  part  of  the  slave  holders  they  are  considered  dan- 
gerous, and  therefore  they  can  never  become  such  as  will 
unite  the  patriotic  and  benevolent  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 
The  same  remark  will  apply  with  at  least  equal  force  to  the 
projects  of  "  the  Americau  Convention  for  promoting  the 
Abolition  of  Slavery,  and  improving  the  condition  of  the 
African  race,"  as  set  forth  in  an  "Address  to  the  People  of 
the  United  States,"  which  now  lies  before  us,  and  which  con- 
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tains  some  calculations  and  suggestions  that  ought  to  be  familiar 
to  every  mind. 

If  then,  there  is  any  hope  of  extensive  good  for  these  two 
millions  of  beings,  it  must  be  found  in  the  plans  proposed  by 
the  American  Colonization  Society.  But  before  proceeding 
to  examine  how  far  this  plan  possesses  the  characteristics 
necessary  to  success,  it  is  important  to  notice  the  objection, 
sometimes  urged,  that  the  establishment  of  a  colony  in  Africa 
is  impossible.  •    % 

If  a  colony  of  free  blacks  cannot  be  established  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  it  must  be,  either,  1st,  because  free  blacks 
cannot  be  induced  to  go,  which  is  false,  for  they  have  gone, 
tnd  hundreds  are  waiting  to  go,— or,  2ndly,  because  when 
they  arrive  there,  they  cannot  be  defended  from  the  natives, 
which  is  disproved  by  the  late  contest, — or,  3rdly, .  because 
the  soil  will  not  yield  them  support,  which  needs  no  answer 
to  any  man  who  will  look  into  a  book  of  travels, — or,  4thly, 
because  they  must  be  cut  off  by  the  insalubrity  of  the  cli- 
mate, which  is  contradicted  by  the  experience  of  the  settlers, 
and  by  the  testimony  of  travellers.  It  is  contradicted  by 
the  experience  of  the  settlers ;  for  since  they  have  occupied 
their  present  station,  they  have  been  visited  with  no  sweeping 
pestilence,  excepting  only  the  recent  mortality  among  those 
sent  out  in  the  Oswego  ;  the  number  of  deaths  among  them 
has  been  no  greater  than  the  average  mortality  of  the  same 
class  of  people  in  America.  It  is  contradicted  by  the  testi- 
mony of  travellers.  If  we  had  room  for  extracts,  they  might 
easily  be  collected  from  a  variety  of  authors.  The  opinion 
of  Lieutenant  Stockton  must  suffice  ; — 

"  We  have  had  an  interesting  cruize  on  the  coast,  from  the 
shoals  of  the  Great  River  to  Cape  Palmas  :  It  was  during  the 
most  unhealthy  season,  and  under  circumstances  not  the  most 
flattering.  Being  in  a  small  vessel,  we  were  often  exposed  to 
heavy  rains,  and  occasionally  encountered  great  fatigue. — 
Notwithstanding  which,  we  have  returned  in  good  health,  only 
regretting  that  our  cruize  was  so  short,  and  that  we  accom- 
plished so  little  of  that  which  we  promised  ourselves.  We 
had  the  fever  on  board,  but  in  every  instance  it  yielded  to 
the  skill  of  our  surgeons."  "  Under  all  these  circumstances, 
1  am  bound  to  believe,  (my  conclusions,  however,  are  deduc- 
ed from  impressions,  rather  than  from  unalterable  opinions,) 
that  the  horror  for  that  coast,  the  hue  and  cry  about  the  Af- 
rican fever,  and  the  noise  about  the  tornadoes,  are  but  little 
less  than  a  fable,  generated  by  policy  ;  listened  to,  because 
wonderful ;  and  propagated  by  the  interested*  As  to  the 
climate,  it  is  true  the  air  is  warm,  and  I  think  a  constant  ex- 
posure to  the  sun,  must  be  very  debilitating.    The  thermo* 
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metri&l  observations  of  this  vessel,  do  not  show  that  the 
temperature  of  the  air  has  ever  been  above^eighty-five  de* 
grees,  measured  by  Fahrenheit's  thermometer ;  but  as  the 
country  is  seldom  refreshed  by  a  cool  invigorating  breeze,  the 
heat  is  more  uniform,  and  of  longer  duration,  and  from  that 
cause,  I  think,  arises  its  pestilence,  and  not  from  the  imme- 
diate power  of  the  son.*     The  heat  is  not  beyond  bearing 
for  a  while,  but  from  its  constancy  must  overcome  any  human 
constitution  that  is  unwarily  exposed  to  it  during  any  length 
of  time,  without  relief.     The  fever  1  think  may  be  more 
"  readily  avoided,  and  if  taken,  is  not  so  dangerous,  and  may 
be  more  easily  destroyed,  than  that  which  infects  many  pla- 
ces in  our  own  country.    The  tornadoes,  as  1  saw  and  felt* 
them,  are  inconsiderable  and  harmless,  in  comparison  with 
squalls  met  with  on  parts  of  the  American  coast,  at  parti- 
cular seasons  of  the  year.    We  may  have  been  particularly 
favoured,  and  it  is  possible  that  all  the  dangers  which  per- 
sons are  led  to  apprehend,  do  ordinarily  possess  that  country. 
But  I  can  assure  you,  the  fever  has  not  assumed  a  living 
shape;  the  winds  are  not  saturated  with  pestilence;  even 
on  the  coast  of  Africa,  oxygen  forms  a  component  part  of  the 
atmospheric  air,  and  to  inhale  it  is  not  certain  death.     We, 
(for  I  think  I  am  speaking  the  sentiments  of  my  companions,) 
respired  as  freely,  and  enjoyed  generally  as  good  health,  as 
any  country  could  have  supplied  us  with.     After  examination 
and  reflection,  I  honestly  believe  that  the  climate  presents 
all  those  obstacles  which  are  the  natural  productions  of  a 
tropical  soil,  uncleared  and  uncultivated,  but  that  they  will 
yield  to  proper  precautions ;  and  that  nothing  can  prevent 
the  consummation  of  your  wishes,  but  lipdted  means,  bad 
counsels,  or  feeble  efforts.'9 

It  is  nol  pretended  that  the  climate  of  Africa  is  as  healthy 
to  a  native  of  Connecticut,  as  the  country  in  which  he  was 
born.  We  say  it  may  be  compared  in  this  respect,  with 
other  tropical  countries.  Is  Montserado  more  unhealthy  than 
New-Orleans  or  Havana  ?  Yet  these  places  have  been  co- 
lonized— and  colonized  with  men,  whose  descendants  it  is 
proposed  to  carry  back  to  the  climate,  to  which,  the  constita- 
tion  which  they  have  inherited  from  their  fathers,  is  adapted. 
Js  it  impossible  to  colonize  Africa  ?  And  did  the  God  of  na- 
ture .design  that  that  continent,  with  all  the  luxuriance  of  its 
soil,  and  all  the  variety  of  its  productions,  should  forever 
remain  a  wilderness  ?  The  happy  inhabitants  of  Sierra  Leone 
may  give  the  answer. 

*Cape  Monteerado,  it  will  be  remembered,  it  "sleep  and  elevated 
towards  the  tee,"  which  "affords  it  the  advantage  of  the  sea-breese." 

it 
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With  these  facts  before  us  then,  we  feel  no  hesitation  in 
raying  that  this  enterprise  is  practicable;  and  we  say  too, 
that  it  possesses  the  two  characteristics  already  describ- 
ed, as  essential  to  any  permanent  and  effectual  effort  in  behalf 
of  the  blacks.  It  is  an  enterprise  in  which  all  parts  of  the 
country  can  unite.  The  grand  objection  to  every  other  effort 
is,  that  it  excites  the  jealousies  and  fears  of  the  south.  But 
here  is  an  effort  in  which  the  southern  people  are  the  first  to 
engage,  and  which  numbers  many  of  their  most  distinguished 
men  are  among  its  advocates  and  efficient  supporters.  But  it  pro- 
motes the  interests  of  the  south.  True ;  and  must  not  everv 
plan  of  the  kind,  which  promises  to  do  any  good,  favour  the 
interests  of  that  part  of  the  country  where  the  evil  to  be 
remedied  presses,  with  the  most  alarming  weight  ?  And  does 
not  this  plan  promote  the  interests  of  the  north  too  ?  Are 
there  not  thousands  of  blacks  in  New-England  ?  And  do 
they  add  any  thing  to  the  good  order  and  happiness  of  socie- 
ty ?  Or  rather,  are  they  not,  and  must  they  not  continue  to 
be,  as  a  body,  ignorant  and  vicious,  adding  more  to  the  poor 
rates  of  the  parishes  in  which  they  reside,  than  they  do  to  the 
income  of  the  government?  And  shall  a  cause,  to  which  the 
good  people  of  the  south  offer  not  only  money,  but  in  not  a 
few  instances,  the  freedom  of  their  slaves,  languish  because 
the  people  of  the  north  refuse  to  come  forward  with  their 
good  wishes,  and  their  prayers,  and  their  most  liberal  contri- 
butions. It  will  not.  We  dare  to  predict  that  the  lime  is 
not  far  distant,  when  the  north  and  the  south  shall  unite  in 
this  work  of  charity,  and  when  every  new  report  of  the 
prosperity  of  our  colony,  will  awaj^en  the  same  joy  in  every 
benevolent  heart  from  Portland  to  Savannah. 

This  leads  us  to  remark  on  the  second  characteristic, 
namely,  that  it  is  a  great  enterprise.  There  is  a.  grandeur 
in  the  conception  of  it  like  the  grandeur  of  the  Bible  Socie- 
ty ;  and  if  properly  supported,  every  step  of  its  progress  must 
be  attended  by  the  sympathies  and  prayers  of  all  who  feel  or 
pray  for  the  missionary.  Said  Samuel  J.  Mills  to  bis  compan- 
ion, "  Can  we  engage  in  a  nobler  effort  ?  We  go  to  make 
freemen  of  slaves.  We  go  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  free  and 
independent  empire  on  the  coast  of  poor  degraded  Africa.  It 
ii  confidently  believed  by  many  of  our  best  and  wisest  men, 
that  if  the  plan  proposed  succeeds,  it  will  ultimately  be  the 
means  of  exterminating  slavery  in  our  country.  It  will  even- 
tually redeem  and  emancipate  a  million  and  a  half  of  wretched 
tnen.  It  will  transfer  to  Africa  the  blessings  of  religion  and 
civilization  ;  and  Ethiopia  will  soon  stretch  out  her  hands  unto 
God.'1 

Such  is  the  object.    To  comprehend  in  any  degree  its 
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magnitude,  we  must  look  at  it  in  its  relation  to  the  blacks  of 
oar  own  country,  in  its  relation  to  tbe  slave  trade,  and  in  its 
relation  to  the  civilization  of  Africa.  We  might  add  the  con- 
nexion it  must  have  with  American  commerce,  not  only  by 
affording  a  station  at  which  our  Indiamen  might  take  in  water 
and  provision,  in  some  important  respects  more  conveniently 
than  at  the  Cape  Verde  Islands  ;  but  also  by  opening  to  our 
merchants,  at  no  distant  period,  a  lucrative  trade  in  all  th? 
productions  of  the  climate.  But  we  can  only  take  tbe  rapid 
glance  at  this  topic,  which  is  presented  in  the  following  ex- 
tract from  the  third  report. 

"  Has  not  the  single  port  of  Sierra  Leone  exported,  in  one 
year,  since  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  by  England,  a 
greater  value  than  all  western  Africa,  a  coast  of  several  thou- 
sand miles,  yielded,  exclusive  of  its  people,  for  a  like  period 
anterior  to  that  event  ?  When  this  abominable  "trafhck  shall 
have  been  utterly  exterminated  ;  when  the  African  labourer 
can  toil  secure  from  the  treachery  of  his  neighbour,  and  the 
violence  of  the  man- stealer  ;  that  continent  will  freight,  for 
legitimate  trade,  those  ships  which  now  carry  thkher  chains, 
fetters,  and  scourges,  to  return  home  with  the  bones,  the 
sinews,  the  blood,  and  the  tears  of  her  children.  Her  gold, 
her  ivory,  her  beautiful  dyes,  her  fragrant,  and  precious 
gums,  her  healing  plants  and  drugs,  the  varied  produce  of  her 
now  forsaken  fields  and  lonely  forests,  will  be  brought  by  a 
joyous  and  grateful  people,  to  the  nations  who,  once  their 
plunderers  and  persecutors*  will  have  at  length  become  their 
protectors,  friends,  and  allies.71 

Let  us  look  more  particularly  nt  the  Colonization  Society, 
first,  in  relation  to  the  blacks  of  our  own  country.  Leaving 
slavery  and  its  subjects  for  the  moment  entirely  out  of  view, 
there  are  in  the  United  States  238,000  blacks  denominated 
free,  but  whose  freedom  confers  on  them,  we  might  say,  no 
privilege  butthfi  privilege  of  being  more  vicious  and  misera- 
ble than  slaves  can  be.  Their  condition  we  have  attempted 
to  describe,  and  the  description  may  be  repeated  in  two  words, 
irremediable  degradation.  Now,  is  there  not  to  the  benevolent 
mind  something  noble  in  tbe  thought  of  ameliorating  the  con? 
dition  and  elevating  tbe  character  of  these  238j00O  ?  The 
Colonization  Society  will  do  this.  It  will  open  for  these  men 
an  asylum,  whither  they  can  flee  from  the  scoffs  and  the  scorn 
to  which  they  are  exposed.  It  will  restore  them  to  a  real 
freedom  in  the  land  of  their  fathers.  It  will  give  them  all  the 
privileges  of  humanity  in  the  land  for  which  their  Creator 
designed  them.  And  should  it  be  unable  to  confer  on  all, 
the  benefits  it  proposes,  still  it  would  do  not  a  little  for. 
their  improvement.     By  elevating  tbe  character  of  those 
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who  were  transported  to  Africa,  it  would  elevate  in  some 
degree  the  character  of  those  who  remaioed.  It  would 
set  before  them  the  strongest  motives  to  industry,  and 
honesty,  and  the  acquisition  of  an  honourable  reputation. 
And  here  would  be  room  for  the  other  branches  of  benevo- 
lent exertion  ;— here  would  be  opportunity  for  Sabbath 
schools  and  all  the  apparatus  of  religious  instruction.  And 
is  this  a  work  to  be  overlooked  or  despised  ? 

But  we  have  a  million  and  a  half  of  slaves.  The  black 
eloud  almost  covers  our  southern  hemisphere.  It  is  spread- 
ing— and  extending — and  every  hour  its  darkness  is  increasing. 
Now  to  dissipate  this  cloud  ;  to  let  in  light,  the  pore  unmin- 
gled  light  of  freedom,  on  our  whole  land— the  prospect  is  too 
wide  for  our  vision,  the  object  too  vast  for  our  comprehension* 
Let  us  look  then  with  a  nearer  view  at  a  less  magnificent  ob- 
ject. There  are  men  in  the  southern  states,  who  long  to  do 
something  effectual  for  the  benefit  of  their  slaves,  and  woold 
gladly  emancipate  them,  did  not  prudence  and  compassion 
alike  forbid  such  a  measure,  of  which  it  is  difficult  to  say 
whether  it  would  injure  most  the  comfort  and  happiness  of 
the  slaves,  or  the  welfare  of  the  community.  Now  to  pro- 
vide a  way  for  these  meu  to  obey  the  promptings  of  humanity, 
while  they  at  the  same  time  confer  an  equal  blessing  on  the 
slaves  and  on  the  community — is  not  this  a  great  design  ? 
And  if,  inspired  by  their  example,  another  and  another  master 
should  emancipate  his  slaves ;  and  if  in  this  way  the  subject 
should  come  to  be  discussed  with  new  views  and  feelings  ; 
and  if  emancipation,  no  longer  useless  and  dangerous,  should 
be  no  longer  unpopular  ;  and  if  the  voice  of  public  opinion  at 
the  south  should  thus,  by  degrees,  declare  itself  louder  and 
louder  against  the  practice  of  slavery  ;  till  at  last  the  system 
should  be  utterly  abolished;  till  not  "a  slave"  should  "  conta- 
minate"  our  soil ;  till  Africa,  abused  degraded  Africa  should 
stretch  out  her  hands  and  pray  for  America  f — if  this  should 
be  so,  what  a  triumph  would  he  achieved— what  a  glory  woold 
be  shed  on  our  country  in  the  view  of  admiring  nations.  No 
wonder,  then,  that  faith  should  be  staggered,  and  benevolence 
overwhelmed  at  the  prospect  of  a  consummation  so  magnificent. 

But  the  supposition  of  entire  success  in  this  plan,  though  it 
cannot  be  looked  at  without £ceptici*m,  is  not  absurd.  The 
Society  have  from  the  first  anticipated  the  co-operation  of  the 
nation;. 1  and  state  governments.  The  states  of  Virginia,  Ma- 
ryland, and  Tennessee,  have  expressed  their  approbation  of 
the  design,  and  have  requested  the  national  government  to 
engage  in  it.  The  first  of  these  states,  it  is  believed,  stand* 
ready,  as  soon  as  Congress  shall  begin  the  work,  to  lend  the 
most  efficient  aid  in  colonizing  her  own  coloured  population* 
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Indeed  we  may  say,  that  in  all  the  northern  part  of  that  sec* 
lion  of  the  country,  the  necessity  of  a  grand  and  general  effort 
is  beginning  to  be  felt,  certainly  by  all  intelligent  reflecting 
men.  If,  then,  the  government  of  the  United  States  should 
begin  the  work,  and  if  the  governments  of  the  slave-holding 
states  should,  one  after  another,  follow  on,  who  shall  set 
bounds  to  what  might  be  accomplished.  By  the  calculations 
in  the  second  report,  which  are  certainly  moderate,  it  appears 
that  260,000  dollars  would  transport  the  annual  increase  of 
the  free  blacks  ;  and  2,000,000,  or  a  capitation  tax  of  less  than 
twenty-five  cents  on  all  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
would  transport  the  whole  annual  increase  of  bond  and  free. 
«'  The  amount  of  duties  collected  on  foreign  distilled  Spirits, 
daring  each  of  the  first  six  years  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  adminis- 
tration, would  defray  the  sum  total  of  this  expense,  and  fur- 
nish half  a  million  of  dollars  annually,  toextinguish  the  prin- 
cipal, the  capital  stock,  of  the  heaviest  calamity  that  oppresses 
this  nation."  u  And  were  the  same  duties  charged  in  the 
United  States,  as  in  Great  Britain,  on  the  consumption  of  this 
iatal  poison  of  human  happiness,  their  net  poceeds  would, 
in  less  than  a  century,  po rename  and  colonize  in  Africa,  every 
person  of  colour  within  the  United  States."    2  Report,  p.  34. 

Thus  these  two  evils— the  greatest  that  our  country  has 
ever  known — might  be  made  to  counteract  and  destroy  each 
•tber. 

But,  whether  such  expectations  are  chimerical  or  not, 
there  is  an  immense  object  to  be  gained  by  the  efforts  of  the 
Colonization  Society  in  the  entire  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade.  This  horrible  traffic,  notwithstanding  its  abolition  by 
every  civilized  nation  in  the  world,  except  Portugal  and  Bra- 
zil, and  notwithstanding  the  decided  measures  of  the  British 
and  American  governments,  is  still  carried  on  to  almost  as 
great  an  extent  as  ever.  Not  less  than  60,000  slaves,  ac- 
cording to  the  most  moderate  computation,  are  carried  from 
Africa  annually. .  This  trade  is  carried  on  by  Americans  to 
the  American  states.  The  assertion  ha9  been  made  in  Con- 
gress by  Mr.  Mercer,  of  Virginia,  that  the.se  horrible  cargoes 
are  smuggled  into  our  southern  states  to  a  deplorable  extent. 
Five  years  ago,  Mr.  Middleton,  of  South  Carolina,  declared  it 
to  be  his  belief  "  that  13,000  Africans  were  annually  smug- 
gled into,our  southern  states."  Mr.  Wright,  of  Virginia,  es- 
timated the  number  at  1 5,000.  And  the  cruelties  of  this  trade 
which  always  surpassed  the  powers  of  the  human  mind  to 
conceive,  are  greater  now  than  they  ever  were  before.  We 
might,  but  we  will  not,  refer  to  stories,  recent  stones,  of 
which  the  very  recital  would  be  torment.  The  only  way  in 
which  this  trade  can  be  speedily  and  effectually  suppressed, 
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fa  the  establishment  of  colonial  stations  in  Africa,  which  will 
guard  and  dry  up  the  fountains  of  the  evil.  There  is  no  slave 
trade  in  the  vicinity  of  Sierra  Leone.  Soon  there  will  be  none 
in  the  vicinity  of  Montserado.  And  when  colonies  shall  be 
established  at  proper  intervals  along  the  coast,  the  slave- 
trade  will  exist  only  in  the  memory  of  indignant  humanity. 
And  is  not  this  an  object  tor  benevolence  to  aim  at  ? 

But  this  is  not  all.  The  colony  is  to  be  a  means  of  civiliz- 
ing and  christianizing  Africa.  Hitherto  the  extension  of 
civilization,  and,  since  Christianity  was  established  in  the  Ro- 
man Empire,  the  extension  of  Christianity  has  been  almost 
exclusively  by  colonies.  Whence  came  the  civilization  of 
Greece?  It  was  brought  by  colonies  from  Egypt.  HoW  was 
Italy  civilized  ?  By  colonies  from  Greece.  How  was  Eu- 
rope civilized  ?  By  the  Roman  military  colonies.  Whence 
came  the  civilization  of  America?  And  is  not  that  universal 
spirit  of  improvement  which  is  springing  up  in  Hindoos  tan  oc- 
casioned, more  or  less  directly,  by  the  British  conquests 
there,  which  have  poured  in  thousands  of  Englishmen,  who 
are  in  effect  colonizing  India  ?  Two  centuries  hence  the  lit- 
tle band,  who  are  now  cultivating  their  fields  and  building 
their  houses  at  Montserado,  and  spreading  over  the  wilder- 
ness around  them  a  strange  aspect  of  life  and  beauty,  may  be 
remembered  by  the  thousands  of  their  descendants,  with  the 
same  emotions  with  which  the  little  band  who  landed  at  Ply- 
mouth two  centuries  ago,  are  now  remembered  by  the  thou- 
sands of  New  England.  We  do  not  fear  to  say,  that  to  the 
friends  of  missions,  the  Colonization  Society  presents  a  loud 
and  imperative  claim.  The  advantage  of  the  Moravian  mis- 
sions and  of  the  modern  missionary  establishments  in  savage 
countries,  is  that  they  are  in  substance,  little  colonies.  If  you 
could  carry  from  this  country  to  the  Sandwich  Islands,  a  thou- 
sand civilized  and  educated  natives,  would  you  not  think  you 
had  done  much  for  Owhyhee  ?  This  is  what  can  be  done, 
and  must  be  done,  for  Africa. 

And  will  there  not  be  an  interest  in  the  progress  of  the 
work  ?  Will  it  not  be  delightful  to  watch  the  advances  of  the 
morning  ;  to  see  the  light  breaking  in  on  one  dark  habitation 
of  cruelty,  and  another  ;  to  see  the  shadows  of  heathenism 
fleeing  away,  and  the  delusions  which  have  so  long  terrified 
the  ignorant  pagans,  vanishing ;  to  see  one  tribe  after  anoth- 
er coming  to  the  light  of  Zion,  and  to  the  brightness  of  her 
rising;  to  see  Ethiopia  waking,  and  rising  from  the  dust,  and 
looking  abroad  on  the  day,  and  stretching  out  her  hands  to 
God,  and  the  day  light  still  spreading  and  kindling  and  bright- 
ening, till  all  the  fifty  millions  of  Africa  are  brought  into  the 
c<glorious  light  and  liberty  of  the  sons  of  God!"     la  there 
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not  enough  in  this  to  arrest  the  attention  of  the  public,  and  to 
keep  it  fixed  on  this  object  with  an  untiring  interest,  til!  all 
shall  be  accomplished  ? 

The  Niger's  sullen  waves 
Have  heard  the  tidings, — and  the  orient  sun 
Beholds  them  rolling  on  to  meet  his  light 
In  joyful  beauty  — Tombut's  spiry  towers 
Are  bright  without  the  brightness  of  the  day, 
And  Houssa  wakening  from  his  age-long  trance 
Of  woe,  amid  the  desert,  smiles  to  hear 
The  last  faint  echo  of  the  blissful  sound. 

A  few  words  more,  and  we  have  done.  We  had  intended 
to  notice  one  or  two  things  in  the  management  of  this  Soci- 
ety, which  might  be  amended.  One  is,  they  have  not  kept  up  a 
constant  communication  with  the  public.  The  monthly  reports 
of  their  treasury  have  not  been  published ;  and  we  have  known 
very  little  of  their  proceedings  but  from  their  annual  reports. 
Another  deficiency  appears  to  be — perhaps  we  judge  incor- 
rectly— a  want  of  that  energy  and  business-like  regularity  of 
operation  which  so.  characterize  some  of  our  northern  benevo- 
lent institutions.  Generally  their  colonists  have  arrived  at 
the  most  unhealthy  seasons  of  the  year.  We  the  more  wil- 
lingly curtail  our  notice  of  these  defects,  because  we  think  we 
can  see  an  evident  improvement.  They  have  issued  propo- 
sals for  publishing  a  periodical  work,  which  we  hope  will  be 
well  supported  by  the  public.  And  they  have  resolved, 
and  they  have  called  on  the  public  to  assist  in  executing 
the  resolution,  that  if  possible  they  will  send  three  vessels 
with  emigrants  to  Liberia  this  fall.  We  do  earnestly  hope 
that  this  call  will  be  answered,  and  that  the  Board  will  be  en- 
abled to  carry  this  design  into  execution,  and  by  sending  their 
settlers  to  Africa  at  the  healthiest,  instead  of  the  most  un- 
healthy seasons  of  the  year,  to  ascertain  whether  the  climate 
is  actually  so  deadly  as  benevolent  slave-traders  and  the  other 
enemies  of  the  scheme  are  fond  of  representing.  The  late 
unfortunate  intelligence  from  Moutserado,  discouraging  as  it 
may  be  to.  the  timid  and  heartless,  ought  to  invigorate  the 
friends  of  Africa.  It  has  proved,  what  every  body  knew  be- 
fore, and  what  no  man  in  his  senses  ever  presumed  to  deny, 
that  the  climate  of  that  coast,  like  other  tropical  climates,  is 
dangerous  to  foreigners  arriving  at  a  certain  season  of  the  year. 
It  has  proved  too  that,  whatever  may  be  thought  of  one  of  the 
agents  of  the  colony,  the  other  is  a  man  of  sense  and  integrity 
— '  a  man  of  business,  and  one  who  knows  how  to  command.* 

The  public  have  expected  from  this  plan,  we  will  not  say 
too  great,  but  too  immediate  results.  For  ourselves  we  ex- 
pect to  see  repeated  "untoward  events. — We  do  not  antici- 
pate any  thing  magnificent  for  twenty  or  fifty  years  to  come, 
but  christian  benevolence  is  gifted  to  look  into  futurity. 
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Finally,  if  any  thing  is  done,  it  ought  to  be  done  quickly, — 
If  there  are  christians  among  us  who  intend  to  favour  this  ob- 
ject, let  them  do  it  without  delay.  We  would  venture  to  sug- 
gest to  ministers  of  all  denominations  the  propriety  of  laying 
before  their  people,  sometime  in  the  course  of  this  month, 
the  claims  of  an  object  so  important  to  our  country  and  to  the 
human  race,  and  soliciting  their  contributions.  Let  it  be 
known  on  earth,  let  it  be  known  in  heaven,  that  America  is 
awake  on  this  subject — that  her  sons  of  every  name  and  of 
every  opinion  are  doing  something  for  the  emancipation  and 
salvation  of  injured  Africa. 


F. 

Extract  from  the  first  Annual  Report  of  the  New-York  Auxili- 
ary Colonization  Society ,  1823. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  dwell,  in  detail,  upon  the  intermediate 
history  of  the  Colony.  The  annual  Reports  of  the  parent  In- 
stitution contain  the  amplest  information  on  this  subject,  and 
are  filled  with  a  recital  j)f  the  most  important  incidents  in  rela- 
tion to  its  origin  and  progress.  To  the  lover  of  bold  adven- 
ture, as  well  as  to  the  philanthropist  and  the  Christian,  we 
recommend  the  perusal  of  these  interesting  documents.  It  is 
sufficient  for  our  present  pupose  to  state,  that,  not  withstand* 
ing.the  dangers  and  the  difficulties  necessarily  attending  the 
planting  of  an  infant  settlement  on  a  remote  and  barbarous 
shore,  the  colony  still  exists  and  flourishes.  According  to  the 
latest  accounts,  ihe  number  of  settlers  is  about  two  hundred, 
under  the  superintendence  of  two  agents,  of  acknowledged 
character  and  abilities.  The  misunderstanding,  which  at  first 
existed  between  them  and  the  natives,  has  been  satisfactorily 
adjusted,  and  every  thing  seems  propitious  to  the  growth  and 
perpetuity  of  the  establishment. 

Such  is  a  brief  sketch  of  what  has  been  accomplished  un- 
der the  auspices  of  the  parent  Society.  To  aid  in  the  ex- 
ecution oi  a  plan,  so  magnificent  in  its  design,  and  bo  benevo- 
lent in  its  object,  this  auxiliary  was  formed.  It  has  already 
existed  for  six  years,  and  though  less  has  been  done  by  it  than 
was  either  wished  or  expected  by  the  friends  of  colonization, 
yet  the  Managers  feel  confident  that  its  formation  and  con- 
tinued existence  have  not  been  without  their  use.  Although 
it  has  thus  far  contributed  but  little  to  the  pecuniary  resources 
of  the  Society,  the  Managers  flatter  themselves  that  it  may 
have  been  the  means  of  keeping  alive,  in  this  section  of  our 
country,  a  sympathy  for  the  general  object,  which,  it  is  hoped, 
will  ere  long  pervade  every  portion  of  the  community.   Not- 
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withstanding  the  open  hostility  of  some,  the  skepticism  of 
others,  and  the  cold  indifference  of  a  still  greater  number, 
the  Managers  are  proud  to  record  their  firm  and  unalterable 
conviction  in  favour  of  the  great  cause  in  which  they  are  en- 
listed. They  believe  it  to  be  a  project,  not  merely  practica- 
ble, but  pregnant  with  the  greatest  blessings  to  humanity. 
To  this  country  it  offers  the  only  possible  means  of  gradually 
ridding  ourselves  of  a  mighty  evil,  and  of  obliterating  the 
foulest  stain  upon  our  nation's  honour.  To  those  who  emi- 
grate,  it  offers  an  asylum  in  the  land  of  their  fathers,  where 
they  may  stand  forth  in  the  character  of  men,  and  enjoy  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  freemen.  To  Africa,  it  offers  the 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  while  it  presents  in  bold  per- 
spective the  brightest  prospects  of  future  civilization  and  re- 
finement. If  this  unfortunate  portion  of  our  globe  is  ever  to 
be  regenerated  in  its  intellectual  and  moral  character,  there 
is  no  question  that  it  will  have  to  be  the  result  of  efforts  for- 
eign to  itself.  All  history  proves  that  no  people  were  ever 
redeemed  from  ignorance  and  barbarism,  except  through  the 
agency  of  a  nation  already  civilized. 

If  such  be  the  fact,  how  immensely  does  the  establishment 
of  this  Colony  swell  in  interest,  when  viewed  in  its  relations 
to  Africa!  It  is  no  extravagant  supposition,  that,  if  success 
attends  the  present  enterprise,  colonies  will  ere  long  be  found 
established  in  abundance  along  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  that 
through  them,  civilization,  science,  and  Christianity,  will  pour 
their  blessings  over  a  suffering  and  degraded  continent.  It  is 
impossible  to  believe,  for  one  moment,  that  apian  which  pro- 
mises such  splendid  results  will  be  suffered  to  languish  by  the 
American  public.  The  countenance  and  patronage  already 
extended  to  the  infant  settlement  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  shows  that  the  object  is  and  ought  to  be  a  na- 
tional one.  The  Managers  entertain  the  hope,  that  ere  long 
this  must  become  a  general  sentiment  throughout  our  country, 
and  that  every  heart  must  be  awakened  to  the  claims  of  this 
institution. 


The  following  calculations  are  from  the  New  York  Statesman. 

Emigrants  usually  consist  of  young  people.  Let  the  Soci- 
ety aid  none  but  such,  and  equal  numbers  of  males  and 
females;  females  between  the  age  of  18  and  28  years, 
males  between  20  and  30  years.  As  the  children  of  such 
parents  would  all  be  young,  most  of  them  under  three  years, 
and  as  when  under  that  age  their  removal  would  cost  but  lit- 
tle with  their  parents,  such  children  need  not  be  estimated. 
Let  the  society  aid  6000  annually  of  this  class,  between  1ft 
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and  30  years  of  age,  and  the  population  at  the  end  of  tea 
years  will  be,  making  all  allowances,  at  least  100,000  less 
than  it  would  have  been,  had  none  been  removed.  This  will 
appear,  if  we  consider  how  large  a  portion  of  the  increase 
will  spring  from  this  class.  Allowing  for  deaths,  it  would  be  a 
low  estimate  to  say  their  numbers  would  double  in  the  time.* 
But  estimating  their  increase  only  at  two-thirds  their  number, 
and  it  will  amount  to  100,000  in  ten  years.  By  the  last  cen- 
sus, the  number  of  free  people  of  colour  was  233,398,  and 
the  increase  from  1810,  is  a  little  less  than  47,000.  At  the 
same  rate  of  increase,  the  number  in  1830,  will  be  some  less 
than  293,000,  if  none  are  removed.  Call  it  293,000,  and 
suppose  the  6000  a  year  to  be  removed,  and  deduct  the  num- 
ber with  their  estimated  increase,  estimated  at  100,000,  and 
it  leaves  1 93,000.  At  the  same  rate  of  increase,  and  the  same 
deduction  the  next  ten  years,  the  number  will  be  142,0#0  in 
1840:  80,000  in  1850,  being  less  than  the  number  which 
would  be  removed  the  next  ten  years  ;  the  removing  6000  a 
year  amounting  to  the  same  as  the  removal  of  100,000  once 
in  ten  years.  All,  therefore,  but  the  aged,  would  be  remov- 
ed in  less  than  forty  years.  But  the  rate  of  increase  of  those 
who  remain  after  the  first  ten  years,  considering  the  class 
that  is  removed,  would  be  less  by  considerable  the  next  ten  ; 
so  that  although  four  years  are  nearly  gone  since  the  first  cen- 
sus, if  the  work  were  commenced  this  year,  they  would  all 
be  removed  within  forty  years. 

The  expense,  if  it  were  all  met  by  the  society,  and  they 
were  removed  to  Africa,  would  not  exceed  $360,000  annually, 
and  would  probably  be  less.  But  as  many  might  be  removed 
to  Hayti,  as  one -fifth  would  defray  their  own  expense,  the 
expense  would  be  greatly  reduced.  I  have  put  the  rate  of 
expense  the  same  as  Paul  Ouffee  estimated  it,  who  carried 
out  the  first  colonists  that  left  our  country  for  Africa.  Of  38 
whom  he  carried  out,  8  bore  their  own  expenses,  which  is 
more  than  one-fifth,  and  he  wrote  Mr.  Mills  that  they  could 
be  carried  out  for  $60  each. 

Vessels  of  300  tons  burthen  might  be  fitted  up  so  as  to 
transport  comfortably  250,  and  would  make  with  ease  two 
voyages  in  a  year.  But  we  will  suppose  they  make  two  trips 
the  year,  and  transport  only  200  at  a  time,  it  would  require 
but  15  vessels  to  be  employed.  The  yearly  expense  of 
these  vessels  for  charter  and  stores  for  the  200  passengers, 
allowing  the  passage  out  to  be  six  weeks,  will  be  $192,000, 

♦Suppose  these  6000  to  be  parents,  'and  that  1500  children  are  bom 
annually,  and  that  parents  and  children  die  annually  at  the  rate  of  one 
out  of  lorty  ,  and  there  will  be  remaining,  at  the  end  of  ten  years,  of 
the  60,000  parents  and  their  children,  upwards  of  121,000.  It  is  therefore 
too  low  to  call  it  100,000,  making  all  allowances. 
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leaving  {168,000  to  meet  other   expenses.    Vessels  of  909 
tons  can  be  chartered  in  this  port,  to  make  a  voyage  to  Africa 
and  back,  all  the  expenses  of  the  crew  and  their  supplies  in- 
cluded, for   {3500  to    {4500.     Say  the  cost  of  vessel    it 
{4000,  the  supplies  necessary  for  200  passengers,  estimated 
at  {2  a  week  each  for  six  weeks'  voyage,  {2400,  the  cost  of 
one  voyage,  will  be  {6400;  two  voyages   {12,800;  making 
the  expense  of  transporting  the  6000  in  15  vessels  {192,000* 
Bat  this  expense  would  be  much  reduced   by  freight  back, 
or  by  chattering  the  vessels  only  for  the  outward  voyage,  and 
by  engaging  with  the  same  owner  for  several  voyages.     The 
expense  would  be  much  diminished  as  the  colony  increased, 
and  trade  commenced  and  increased  between  this  and  the  col- 
ony.    Coloured  people  too  could  be  employed  as  transport- 
ers,   and   would  be  able  to   do  it  at  a  less  rate  than  white/3, 
as  they  have  little  share  in  other  commerce.     When  the  col- 
ony had  become  established  and  inviting,  the  spirit  of  emi- 
gration among  them  would  be  aroused,  and  they  would  seek 
out  new  places  to  settle  ;  such  as  Sierra  Leone,  the  south  of 
Africa  and  the  east,  Madagascar,  Hayti,  and  Columbia  for  mu- 
lattoes.     Thousands  would  go  yearly  to  these  various  places 
— thousands  would  be  seen  seeking  employment  to  gain  the 
means  of  emigrating,  impelled  to  it  by  the  powerful  motives 
of  liberty  and  property.     It  is  only  necessary  for  a  few  of 
their  own  colour,  in  whom  they  can  confide,  to  return  to 
them  from  some  colony  or  country,  with  the  report  of  having 
found  an  inviting  land  of  equality  and  comfortable  livelihood  ; 
and  all  this  spirit  of  emigration  would  be  aroused,  all   this 
would  be  seen.     This  is  proved  by  the  fact,  that  when  Paul 
Cuffee  returned,  at  least  two  thousand,  in  the  vicinity  of  Bos- 
ton, were  desirous  to  have  him  carry  them  out  to  Sierra  Le- 
one ;  it  is  confirmed  also,  by  the  recent  fact,  that  100  imme- 
diately offered  their  names  to  go  to  Montserado,  after  Mr.  Wa- 
ring returned  in  August,  at  Petersburg,  Virginia:  and  corrob- 
orated still  further  by  the  fact,  that  the  Society,  notwithstand- 
ing all  the  disasters  of  their  colony,  have  found  no  difficulty 
in  obtaining  colonists. 

How  soon  then  and  how  easy  might  a  degraded  people  be 
exalted  to  the  rights  of  men,  a  growing  empire  be  founded  in 
Africa,  Africa  receive  the  blessings  of  civilization  and  Chris- 
tianity, and  be  delivered  from  the  horrid  barbarities  of  the 
slave  trade,  and  our  own  country  from  an  unhappy  race, 
neither  bond  nor  free,  who  though  among  us  are  not  of  us, 
and  instead  of  being  a  source  of  strength  to  the  nation,  en- 
feeble and  endanger  it.  How  soon  might  all  this  be  done,  if 
the  nation  would  but  listen  to  the  voice  of  interest  and  hu- 
manity, and  commence  the  work ! 
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"  Let  the  same  process,"  say  the  managers  of  the  New 
York  society,  "  be  adopted  with  the  whole  black  population, 
and  remove  30,000  yearly,  and  the  whole  will  be  removed 
witbk*-60  years,  allowing  the  rate  of  increase  to  diminish  on* 
per  cent,  every  ten  years,  which  it  certainly  would,  consider- 
ing the  class  that  is  removed.  And  the  yearly  expense,  if 
wholly  borne  by  the  society,  will  not  exceed  one  million 
eight  hundred  thousand  dollars.  But  it  would  be  dimin- 
ished about  one-fifth  by  what  the  emigrants  would  furnish 
themselves,  and  would  be  furnished  them  by  owners  of 
slaves  who  were  colonized.  That  is,  it  would  cost  the  nation 
less  than  one  and  a  half  millions  to  deliver  itself  from  an  evil 
that  forebodes  to  be  worse  to  our  nation  hereafter  than  Bri- 
tish oppression  was  before  the  revolution,  and  to  gain  a  glory 
opore  triumphant  than  that  of  our  independence,  as  it  would 
be  less  selfish  in  its  character.  And  it  can  be  gained  without 
paying  the  bitterest  part  of  the  price,  in  conflict  and  blood. 
Let  then  the  "debasing  legacy  of  our  ancestors  immortalize 
their  posterity"  of  this  age  by  its  removal." 


F. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Rev.  Loring  D.  Dewey. 

New  York,  February  18, 1824. 

Dear  sir  :     I  last  night  returned  to  this  city,  having  been 
gone  six  weeks  longer  than  I  anticipated,  four  weeks  of  which 
I  impute  to  the  excessive  bad  weather  and  sickness,  being 
obliged  to  lie  by  nearly  a  week  by  a  severe  cold.     Wishing  to 
pass  and  re-pass  the  Hudson,  in  order  to  visit  the  principal 
towns  each  side,  I  was  several  times  detained  by  its  impassa- 
ble state.     Very  rainy  and  muddy  weather  not  only  prevented 
meetings,  bat  retarded  my  progress  from  place  to  place  very 
much.     It  has  in  several  respects  been  a  bad  season  for  my  bu- 
siness.    I  was  a  fortnight  longer  in  getting  up  the  Society  in 
Albany,  in  consequence  of  bad  weather  preventing  meetings, 
and  the  Greek  cause,  and  a  little  political  fear  too,  concern- 
ing the   Presidential  election.     But  it  was   so  important  to 
form  a  Society  in  Albany,  that  I  felt  it  must  be  formed,  or  I 
must  give  up  all  hopes  of  doing  any  thing  in  this  State  ;  and 
my  experience  since  has  shown  me,  if  I  had  failed  then  it 
would  have  been  labour  and  time  almost  spent  in  vain,  to  have 
prosecuted  my  agency  elsewhere.     I  informed  you  from  Al- 
bany  that  the    Greek  cause   absorbed  almost  all  the  cash, 
and  very  much  of  the  interest.     But  I  am  not  certain  that  it 
has  not  compelled  me  to  take  the  best  course  in  the  end.    As 
I  concluded  in  consequence  not  to  ask  for  their  money  at 
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once,  but  to  cone  and  hear  me,  and  then  afterwards  if  they 
8aw  fit,  aid  the  object.  I  obtained  many  more  to  hear  me, 
and  have  always  left  the  plan,  with  fair  prospects  of  aid  here* 
after.  I  have  found  too  a  great  deal  of  prejudice,  and  igno- 
rance. To  do  away  this  prejudice  and  the  ignorance  that 
prevailed  was  necessary  first,  and  this  is  the  most  that  I  have 
done,  except  the  organization  of  several  respectable  Auxilia- 
ries, and  this  has  been  done  to  a  considerable  extent.  For  this 
purpose  the  N.  Y.  Auxiliary  Society's  Report  has  been  very 
useful.  Many  individuals  who  were  opposed  to  the  Society, 
because  they  supposed  it  a  scheme  of  the  slave-holders  to 
get  rid  of  the  free  blacks  and  their  surplus  slaves,  or  sup- 
posed all  the  colonists  died  as  fast  as  they  arrived  in  Africa, 
(and  these  you  know  have  been  the  constant  representations 
of  the  papers,  before  they  read  this  Report,)  afterwards  be- 
came the  warm  supporters  of  its  cause.  I  have  been  in  ma- 
ny instances  exceedingly  gratified  with  the  change  that  has 
taken  place.  One  man  stated  in  the  meeting,  convened  to 
take  measures  to  aid  the  Society,  that  when  he  first  received 
the  Report,  he  determined  not  to  read  it,  and  did  not  for  some 
time  ;  but  at  length  he  casually  took  it  up  and  read  a  little, 
became  interested,  and  now,  said  he,  I  not  only  feel  interest- 
ed, and  disposed  to  aid  this  cause,  but  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  do 
it.  I  could  relate  similar  anecdotes.  I  am  persuaded,  there- 
fore, that  although  1  have  obtained  little  money,  my  time  has 
been  usefully  spent  in  this  town.  Societies  were  actually 
organized,  or  in  process  for  organization,  when  I  left  the 
plans,  in  sixteen  towns,  and  fair  prospects  of  their  formation 
in  three  or  four  more.  Besides  this,  I  have  sent  Reports 
and  Circulars  to  a  number  of  other  towns  in  the  State.  That 
I  have  not  been  idle  is  certain.  Whether  1  have  laboured  to 
good  effect  must  yet  be  determined.  I,  however,  can  say 
without  a  doubt  if  your  Society  will  fit  out  an  expedition  from 
this  port  or  Albany  next  season,  these  Societies  will  readily 
meet  the  expense.  I  trust  it  will  be  done* 
Yours,  with  respect,  .  L.  D.  DEWEY. 


G. 

Letter  from  Rev.  William  M'Kenney,  accompanying  his  Report. 

Georgetown,  D.  C.  January  19, 1824. 

Gentlemen  :— The  Report  which  accompanies  this,  ex- 
hibits a  brief  outline  of  my  proceedings,  during  the  time  I 
was  engaged  in  forming  societies  auxiliary  to  the  American 
Colonization  Society. 
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As  stated  in  that  Report,  I  think  you  may  confidently  calcu- 
late on  receiving,  at  least,  one  thousand  dollars  from  Kent, 
Queen  Anne's,  Talbot,  and  Dorchester  counties  ;  and  should 
the  reports  from  the  Colony,  continue  favourable,  the  im- 
pressions already  made  of  the  practicability  of  the  scheme, 
will  be  deepened,  and  the  efforts  and  the  means  to  carry  it 
on,  will  increase  in  a  corresponding  ratio. 

The  scheme  is  looked  upon,  in  those  counties,  as  an  ex- 
traordinary stride  in  the  political  and  moral  march  of  our 
country,  essentially  important  to  its  domestic  tranquillity,  and 
equally  interesting  and  important  to  the  free  people  of  colour, 
whose  happiness  and  elevation  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the 
natural  and  the  social  rights  of  man,  are  closely  interwoven 
with  the  whole  plan,  and  dependent  on  its  consummation.— 
This  view  of  the  subject  has  excited  a  general  interest  in  the 
cause,  and  1  am  happy  in  having  it  in  my  power  to  assure 
you,  that,  among  its  warmest  friends,  are  many  gentlemen  of 
the  highest  order  in  society,  alike  distinguished  for  their  po- 
litical foresight  and  humanity.  They  take  another  view  of 
the  subject,  which  cannot  fail  to  strike  every  man's  common 
sense,  viz :  Colonization  in  Africa  is  allrimportant  to  the  entire 
destruction  of  the  slave  trade. 

The  magnanimous  efforts  of  our  own  country,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Great  Britain,  to  effect  the  annihilation  of  this  most 
inhuman  traffick,  will  doubtless  do  much :  but  to  finish  the 
work,  other  and  additional  means  are  necessary — means  cal- 
culated by  natural  process,  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  na- 
tives, to  the  arts  and  blessings  of  civilized  life.  This  done, 
the  great  work  is  finished,  and  Africa  is  free.  Is  it  not  obvi- 
ous to  the  slightest  observer  of  human  nature  and  human 
operations,  that  there  is  the  most  perfect  adaptation  in  the 
plan  of  colonization  to  this  end  ? 

It  is  also  my  duty  to  remark  apon  another  fact,  which  came 
under  my  own  observation  ;  and  1  do  it  with  great  pleasure, 
because  it  is  in  direct  refutation  of  imputations,  cast  upon  the 
southern  friends  of  the  Society,  involving  the  purity  of  their 
motives.  Holders  of  slaves,  expressed  their  ardent  desire 
for  the  success  of  the  scheme,  assigning  as  one  of  their  rea- 
sons, their  belief,  that  it  opened  the  only  way  that  could  be 
devised  for  gradual  emancipation,  without  injury  to  the  do- 
mestic relations  of  Society.  Such  arc  among  its  most 
zealous  patrons  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland,  and  as  the 
parent  society  shall  receive  means  to  widen  its  sphere  of 
operations,  so  as  to  receive  their  people,  they  will  be  among 
the  foremost  to  commence  the  work  of  gradual  emancipa- 
tion. Under  present  circumstances,  it  is  almost  entirely  out  of 
the  question.    A  conviction  of  this  lamentable  state  of  things, 
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has  forced  itself  upon  many  a  benevolent  heart  on  the  Eastern 
Shore  of  Maryland ;  and  such  unhesitatingly  say,  if  the  Colo- 
nization Society  shall  fail  in  its  efforts  to  transport  the  free 
coloured  people  to  the  land  of  their  ancestors,  the  day  of 
emancipation  is  entirely  closed.  But  it  cannot  fail  /—It  in- 
volves considerations  of  too  much  magnitude  and  interest  to 
the  natidh,  and  proposes  the  only  effectual  remedy  to  an  evil, 
which  has  not  only  scourged  and  desolated  Africa,  but  has 
also  introduced  into  the  bosom  of  our  own  country,  the  ele- 
ments of  confusion,  distrust,  immorality,  and  destruction.  It 
cannot  fail>  because  it  is  calculated  to  insure,  (in  part,  at  least,) 
not  only  the  future  prosperity  of  all  the  domestic  relations 
of  this  country,  but  also  to  effect  the  intellectual  and  moral 
renovation  of  Africa,  whose  claims  upon  America  and  the 
nations  of  Europe,  are  marked  with  a  peculiarity  unknown 
to  the  demands  of  any  other  people. 

The  only  (our  counties  I  passed  through  in  Maryland,  are 
named,  and  they  will,  as  already  observed,  bear  their  due 
proportion  of  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  parent  institu- 
tion ;  and,  I  am  persuaded,  there  is  not  one  county  on  the 
Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland,  which  will  fail  to  unite  in  the 
noblest  effort  ever  made  by  America,  to  extend  the  blessings 
of  civilized  life,  and  enlarge  the  sphere  of  those  operations, 
which  are  essentially  necessary  to  the  consummation  of  hea- 
ven's highest  purpose,  viz  :  "  peace  on  earth  and  good  will 
to  man."  With  considerations  of  respect,  I  am,  gentlemen, 
your  ob't  servant,  W.  McKENNEY. 

To  the  Committee  of  Managers  } 

u    $ 


of  the  A.  C.  S.  Washington. 


H. 
COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

On  Friday  evening  last,  5th  March,  1824,  the  Society  met 
in  the  Capitol,  according  to  adjournment,  when  the  President 
being  absent,  Wm.  H  Fitzhuoh,  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents, 
was  called  to  the  chair,  and  the  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley  was  ap- 
pointed Secretary. 

General  Harper,  from  the  committee  appointed  on  tbe 
20th  of  last  month,  presented  a  report,  which  was  read,  as 
follows : 

"  The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  re- 
lative to  a  memorial  to  Congress,  with  instructions  "  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  an  immediate  application  to  Congress, 
and  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  aid  to  be  asked  for,"  having 
had  the  subject  under  their  serious  consideration,  hare  agreed 
to  the  following  report : 
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"  The  resolution  referred  to  them  purports  "  that  a  re- 
spectful memorial  be  presented  to  Congress,  on  the  part  of 
this  Society,  stating  the  progress  that  has  been  made  in  es- 
tablishing a  colony  of  free  people  of  colour  at  Liberia,  on 
the  southwest  coast  of  Africa  ;  the  difficulties  that  have  been 
surmounted  in  tbe  progress  of  this  establishment,  its  present 
situation,  its  prospects  of  ultimate  success,  and  the  benefits 
which  it  may  be  expected  to  produce ;  and  praying  for  aid 
from  the  national  government  in  the  further  prosecution  of 
this  great  national  undertaking."  The  task  assigned  to  the 
committee  is  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  such  an  appli- 
cation to  Congress,  at  this  time  ;  and  into  the  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  the  aid  to  which  the  application,  if  now  proper,  ought 
to  be  directed. 

"  Of  the  expediency  of  now  making  such  an  application  to 
Congress,  the  committee,  after  very  full  and  attentive  consi- 
deration, entertain  no  doubt.  It  seems  to  them  very  clear, 
and  they  believe  is  universally  admitted,  that  no  means  which 
individuals,  or  any  association  of  individuals,  however  numer- 
ous or  zealous,  can  command,  are  adequate  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  any  thing  more,  than  to  prove  the  practicability 
of  this  enterprise,  to  shew  the  course  which  must  be  pursued 
in  its  successful  prosecution,  and  to  open  and  prepare  the  way 
for  its  accomplishment.  This,  your  committee  apprehend, 
has  been  already  affected,  by  the  efforts  of  this  Society  and 
its  auxiliaries,  aided  by  the  liberal  and  enlightened  measures 
adopted  by  (he  President  of  the  United  States,  under  the  au- 
thority of  Congress.  A  territory,  probably  the  best  and  most 
suitable  for  the  purpose  which  the  whole  southwestern  coast 
of  Africa  contains,  has  been  procured.  A  colony  has  been 
actually  established,  and  now  subsists ;  the  hostility  of  the 
neighbouring  tribes  has  been  successfully  resisted  and  over- 
come ;  and  very  considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  con- 
ciliating and  securing  their  amity,  their  good  will,  and  their 
confidence.  Land  has  been  distributed  to  the  colonists,  who 
have  made  much  progress  in  erecting  houses,  clearing  and 
enclosing  fields,  and  preparing  for  a  cultivation,  not  only  suffi- 
cient for  their  own  support,  but  for  the  supply  of  future  emi- 
grants. A  species  of  government  by  consent  has  been  estab- 
lished, in  which  the  colonists  have  a  share,  and  which  has 
hitherto  been  found  sufficient  for  the  maintenance  of  security 
and  order ;  and,  above  all,  it  has  been  found  that,  to  the  Afri- 
can race,  for  which  this  asylum  is  intended,  the  climate  is  so 
well  suited,  that  far  less  mortality  has  taken  place  at  this  es- 
tablishment, than  usually  attends  new  settlements,  in  our  own 
or  any  other  country.  It  is  also  proved,  that  free  people  of 
colour  are  ready  and  desirous  to  migrate  in  far  greater  num- 
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bers  than  the  means  at  the  disposal  of  the  Society  enable  it 
to  convey. 

"  All  this,  as  the  committee  apprehend,  iocontestibly  proves, 
not  only  the  practicability,  but  the  facility,  of  colonizing  the 
free  people  of  colour,  in  the  place  which  has  been  chosen, 
and  on  the  plan  which  has  been  adopted. 

"  If  nothing  were  in  view  but  the  benefit  of  the  individuals 
themselves,  who  are  thus  rescued  from  a  state  of  hopeless 
degradation,  where  by  far  the  greater  part  of  them  are  worse 
than  useless  to  themselves  and  to  the  community,  however 
humane  and  praiseworthy  the  object  most  be  admitted  to  be, 
it  would  possess  little  of  a  public  character,  which  could  give 
it  a  claim  to  the  countenance  of  government.  But  it  cannot, 
as  the  committee  think,  be  denied,  and  ought  not  to  be  over- 
looked, that  this  enterprise  touches  ourselves,  in  national 
points  of  the  most  vital  importance.  They  are  too  obvious 
to  require  particular  explanation  here,  and  too  urgent  to  need 
enforcement.  They  require  that  the  whole  mass  of  free 
persons  of  colour,  and  those  who  may  become  such  with 
the  consent  of  their  owners,  should  be  progressively  removed 
from  among  us,  an  fast  as  their  own  consent  can  be  obtained, 
and  as  the  means  can  be  found  for  their  removal  and  for  their 
proper  establishment  in  Africa.  Nothing  short  of  this  pro* 
gressive  but  complete  removal,  as  the  committee  believe,  can 
accomplish  the  great  objects  of  this  measure,  in  relation  to 
the  security,  prosperity,  and  happiness  of  the  United  States. 

"  On  the  greatness -of  the  number  thus  to  be  removed,  and 
the  rapidity  with  which,  from  various  causes,  it  increases, 
the  committee  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  enlarge.  It  is  well 
known  to  be  far  too  great,  to  be  sensibly  affected  by  any  re- 
sources which  an  association  of  individuals  can  command.  To 
the  nation,  and  to  the  nation  alone,  must  we  look  for  adequate 
means  of  accomplishing  such  a  work. 

"  This  the  committee  regard  as  an  undertaking  strictly  and 
essentially  national,  in  which,  consequently,  the  national  re- 
sources ought  to  be  employed  The  evil  to  be  removed 
particularly  affects,  indeed,  particular  parts  of  the  nation  : 
but  affects  the  rest  by  its  necessary  consequences,  and  is, 
therefore,  a  national  evil.  In  the  body  politic,  as  in  the  na- 
tural body,  a  part  cannot  be  diseased  without  endangering  the 
whole,  and  a  gangrene  is  not  the  less  fatal,  because  it  com- 
mences in  the  foot,  or  the  hand.  The  governments,  indeed, 
oC  those  states  which  are  most  immediately  affected  by  this 
evil,  may  justly  be  expected  to  do  something  ;  but,  as  the 
evil  is  strictly  national  in  its  character,  the  genera)  govern- 
ment ought  to  be  looked  to,  in  the  first  place^  and  mainly  for 
the  remedy. 
P 
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44  These  reasons  have  led  tbe  committee  to  conclude,  that 
application  ought  to  be  made  to  the  national  government. 
They  are  aware  that  doubts  exist,  in  quarters  entitled  to  tbe 
highest  respect,  about  tbe  expediency  of  making  this  applica- 
tion at  present.  But,  after  a  careful  consideration  of  that 
point,  they  are  of  opinion,  that  an  immediate  application  is 
advisable.  The  time  has  come,  when,  the  way  being  found 
to  be  practicable,  opened,  and  prepared,  the  national  govern- 
ment may,  with  propriety,  enter  on  this  great  career.  It  has 
also  come,  when  almost  all  that  can  be  effected  by  individual 
resources,  has  been  effected. 

"  The  committee  would  also  remark,  that,  although  it  may 
be  doubted  whether,  on  a  subject  so  vast  in  its  consequences 
and  connections,  and  so  new,  Congress  will  act  immediately — 
this  does  not,  in  their  opinion,  furnish  any  sufficient  reason 
for  delaying  the  application.  Time  must  be  allowed  for  view- 
ing the  subject  in  all  its  bearings,  for  reflecting  on  it  mature- 
ly, and  for  public  opinion  to  receive  and  communicate  the 
proper  impulse.  Nothing,  the  committee  apprehend,  will 
tend  so  effectually  to  produce  and  to  hasten  these  desirable 
results,  as  full  discussions  and  explanations  of  the  whole 
subject  in  Congress,  for  which  the  present  moment  seems 
particularly  favourable*  They  are,  therefore,  of  opinion, 
that  it  is  advisable  to  make  the  application  during  the  present 
session,  and  at  as  early  a  period  as  practicable. 

"  On  the  nature  and  extent  of  tbe  aid  for  which  it  would 
be  proper  to  ask,  more  doubt  may  exisU  But  the  committee 
are  of  opinion,  after  much  reflection,  that  Congress  ought  to 
be  requested  to  take  under  its  protection  the  colony  already 
planted  ;  to  make  provision  for  its  increase  by  suitable  ap- 
propriations of  money,  and  by  authorizing  the  President  to 
make  further  purchases  of  land  from  the  natives,  as  it  may 
be  wanted  :  to  provide  for  its  security,  internal  and  external, 
by  such  regulations  for  its  temporary  government,  as  may  be 
deemed  advisable,  and  by  authorizing  the  President  to  em- 
ploy a  suitable  naval  force  on  the  coast,  as  well  for  the  more 
effectual  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  as  for  the  purpose  of 
impressing  the  natives  with  respect  for  the  establishment ; 
and  to  make  provision  for  the  purchase,  from  time  to  time, 
of  suitable  territories,  on  tbe  south-western  coast  of  Africa, 
for  the  establishment  of  other  similar  colonies,  as  fast  as  they 
can  be  formed,  with  a  due  regard  to  the  national  resources, 
and  to  the  public  good. 

"  It  will,  also,  as  your  committee  apprehend,  be  proper  to 
pray  for  an  incorporation  of  tbe  Society,  within  this  district, 
with  proper  powers  and  privileges,  as  an  efficient  mean  of 
promoting  these  important  objects,  and  for  a  continuation  of 
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the  appropriation  for  the  restoration  of  recaptured  Africans 
to  their  own  country,  and  their  support  and  protection  there. 

"All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted.0 

It  was,  thereupon,  resolved,  that  the  said  report  be  ap- 
proved, adopted,  and  published,  and  that  a  memorial,  accord- 
ingly, be  prepared  by  the  same  committee,  signed  by  the  Pre- 
sident, and  presented  to  Congress,  on  the  part  of  the  So- 
ciety. R.  R.  GURLEY,  Secretary. 


J. 

Baltimore,  February  18th,  1824. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  of  my 
arrival  at  this  place  on  the  10th  inst.  in  the  schooner  Fidelity, 
in  thirty-seven  days  from  Rio  Popgas,  and  fifty-nine  days  from 
Montserado. 

I  left  the  colony  in  a  state  of  prosperity — the  lots  were 
surveyed  and  allotted  to  the  people  in  August,  hut  the  threat- 
ening aspect  of  the  natives  made  it  necessary  to  leave  our 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  attend  to  the  defence  of  our  colony, 
which  occupied  our  time  until  November. 

I  was  much  disappointed  in  the  effects  produced  by  distri- 
buting the  lots  to  each  person.  I  had  fondl)  looked  forward  to 
this  era  as  a  period  which  would  put  a  stop  to  the  distentions 
and  murmurs  of  the  people,  who  have  always  been  complain- 
ing that  this  had  not  been  effected.  But  when  this  was  done, 
they  clearly  demonstrated  the  principle  which  had  really  ac- 
tuated them  from  the  first.  Instead  of  accepting  them,  and 
going  to  work  to  improve  them,  the  old  settlers  to  a  man,  and 
some  of  the  brig  Strong's  cargo,  refused  to  accept  the,  lots, 
and  became  very  turbulent.  For  this  course  many  reasons 
were  assigned — some  that  the  society  had  deceived  them  ; 
that  they  went  out  expecting;  to  govern  themselves,  and  had 
do  idea  of  having  white  Agents,  with  various  other  reasons, 
which  I  reserve  for  a  future  communication. 

Those  whom  I  took  out  last,  with  the  exceptiou  of  two,  ac- 
cepted their  lots,  and  shewed  a  disposition  to  be  orderly  and 
industrious.  They  were  all  recovering  their  health,  and  be- 
ginning to  labour  on  their  lots. 

The  plantations  were  allotted  to  such  as  had  accepted  their 
lots,  and  from  the  disposition  manifested  by  them,  I  think  they 
will  soon  be  handsomely  improved. 

1  have  thus  accomplished  the  objects  which  I  had  originally 
in  view  when  I  accepted  the  appointment  as  Agent  of  your 
society,  which  was  to  procure  a  situation  for  this  unfortunate 
race  of  people  on  the  Coast  of  Africa,  and  to  see  each  one  set- 
tled on  lands  of  his  own,  where,  by  a  course  of  honest  industry, 
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he  night  procure  a  comfortable  subsistence,  and  raise  himself 
and  posterity  from  that  state  of  degradation  in  which  he  must 
ever  be  placed  in  this  country,  to  a  state  of  independence  and 
happiness. 

This  being  accomplished,  I  beg  leave  to  resign  my  appoint- 
ment as  agent  of  yoursociety,  and  1  do  hereby  resign  the  same. 

indisposition  since  my  arrival  has  been  the  cause  of  my  not 
communicating  to  you  more  fully,  and  at  an  earlier  date. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

E.  AYRES. 

Messrs.  the  Committee  of  the  Col.  Soc'y. 


K. 

Dr.  E.  Ayres  to  the  Abolition  Society,  Philadelphia. 

Washington,  March  llth,  1824. 

Sir:  I  received  a  letter  from  you  dated  March  3d,  1823, 
concerning  a  letter  to  King  Shaker,  of  Gallenos,  respecting  a 
grandson  of  the  King,  now  under  the  care  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Abolition  Society  of  Philadelphia. 

I  took  the  first  opportunity  after  my  arrival  in  Africa  to 
send  your  communication  to  him  ;  much  gratified  to .  have  it 
in  my  power  to  shew  the  Africans  that  there  were  white  men 
in  the  world,  who  were  actuated  by  very  different  motives 
from  those  with  whom  they  had  been  in  the  habit  of  dealing. 
They  have  been  accustomed  to  look  upon  the  character  of  a 
white  man,  as  a  combination  of  all  that  debases  human  na- 
ture. You  mav,  therefore,  judge  of  the  feelings  of  an  aged 
and  fond  grandfather,  (for  they  have  human  feelings,)  upon 
receiving  intelligence  of  his  long  lost  child.  I  accompanied 
your  letter  with  an  account  of  our  settlement,  and  the  object 
we  had  in  view  of  returning  the  much  injured  Africans  to  the 
land  of  their  forefathers. 

He  wrote  me  a  very  kind  letter,  (which  I  would  have  sent" 
you,  but  it  is  mislaid)  thanking  me  for  the  information,  and 
requesting  me  to  inform  you  of  the  great  regard  which  he 
felt  for  the  attention  they  had  paid  to  bis  grandson.  He 
begged  me  to  assure  the  Abolition  Society  that  he  would  re- 
munerate them  for  all  expenses  they  had  incurred  on  account 
of  his  child.  He  seemed  much  pleased  at  the  location  of 
our  colony,  and  wished  to  open  a  trade  with  us  as  soon  as 
the  rains  should  cease. 

There  has  another  circumstance  occurred,  which,  in  con- 
junction with  the  above,  may  be  said  to  have  opened  a  new 
era  to  the  view  of  the  natives  on  this  part  of  the  Coast. 

The  eleven  Africans  who  were  seized  in  Baltimore,  and 
rescued  from  a  piratical  vessel,  as  you  have  doubtless  heard 
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by  the  newspapers,  were  last  November  deli  ve*ed  to  me  in 
Africa,  by  the  captain  of  the  schooner  Fidelity.  (  It  was  ascer- 
^  tained  that  they  had  been  taken  in  war  near  our  settlement,  and 
~  told fjfKiug  Shaker,  of  Gallenos,  and  by  him  sold  to  the  captain 
•f  aapanish  vessel.  This  vessel  was  plundered  by  captain 
Chase,  of  Baltimore,  and  boldly  brought  into  that  port,  trust- 
ing to  his  influence  with  certain  persons  of  high  standing,  to 
elude  the  authority  of  our  laws.  But  by  the  interference  oi 
£.  Tyson,  deceased,  there  was  an  investigation,  and  the  slaves 
were  detained  until  I  arrived  in  that  city,  and  took  charge  of 
tbem  as  Agent  of  the  Colonization  Society.  Their  case  could 
not  be  decided  before  1  sailed  for  Africa,  but  they  were  short* 
ly  after  set  at  liberty,  and  sent  in  the  African  packet  to  our 
colony,  and  delivered  to  my  care.  As  they  all  preferred  re- 
turning to  their  parents  and  families  to  remaining  in  our  colo* 
ny,  they  were  permitted  to  do  so. 

When  I  went  ou  board  the  vessel,  though  much  emaciated 
and  reduced  almost  to  a  skeleton,  they  immediately  recog- 
nized me  to  be  the  person  who  had  the  year  before  rescued 
them  from  slavery.  I  had  scarcely  stepped  my  foot  on  deck 
before  they  were  all  round  me,  expressing  by  words  and  ges- 
tures the  most  heartfelt  satisfaction  for  the  favours  they  had  re 
ceived. 

When  the  vessel  was  getting  under  way,  yielding  to  early  im- 
pressions, by  which  they  had  been  taught  to  consider  a  white 
face  and  treachery  as  inseparable,  they  concluded  they  were 
betrayed,  and  were  again  to  return  to  America.  They  sprang 
below  to  get  their  bags,  and  were  about  to  plunge  into  the 
Ocean,  and  swim  to  the  shore  with  their  bundles.  On  being 
assured  I  was  about  to  restore  them  to  their  native  towns, 
some  of  which  were  nearly  in  sight,  their  confidence  was  re- 
stored, and  they  contentedly  went  to  work.  When  arrived 
at  Sugary,  our  crew  being  sickly,  I  sent  on  shore  for  Charles 
Gomez,  a  native,  who  had  been  educated  in  England,  to  come 
off  with  his  boat,  and  take  the  captives  on  shore.  He  came, 
off,  accompanied  by  several  of  the  natives  ;  and  here  a  most 
interesting  interview  took  place  between  these  long  separated 
acquaintances.         * 

A  circumstance  attending  this  affair  is  truly  characteristic 
of  the  African  character.  One  of  these  captives  had  been 
taken  by  this  Gomez  two  years  before,  in  a  war  between 
him  and  the  father  of  the  captives,  and  afterwards  sold  to 
King  Shaker.  This  captive  was  at  first  very  shy  of  Gomez, 
and  refused  to  go  on  shore  with  him,  fearing  the  war  was  not 
yet  over,  and  that  he  should  be  again  sold  to  a  slave  vessel 
then  lying  in  sight ;  but  I  assured  him  that  he  was  in  no  dan- 
ger ;  that  I  knew  the  war  to  be  over  ;  that  Gomez  was  a  par- 
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ticular  friend  of  mine,  and  traded  with  me  ;  and,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  both  assured  them,  that  should  Gomes  attempt  to 
do  him  injustice,  1  would  not  fail  to  chastise  him.    These  as-    , 
surances  entirely  overcame  bis  doubts,  and  when  toldttlat  his  Jj^ 
father  and  the  fathers  of  two  others  of  them  were  then  standing 
on  the  beach,  not  knowing  that  it  was  tbeir.  sons,  whom  they 
had  long  supposed  were  doomed  to  perpetual  slavery,  were 
so  shortly  to  be  restored  to    their  fond  embraces,    they  all 
stept  into  the  boat,  and  in  a  few  minutes  astonished  their  de- 
lighted parents  on  the  shore.     I  was  much  pleased   to  see 
that  Gomez  appeared  truly  to  enter  into  the  feelings  of  those 
poor  creatures  at  this  time,  although  he  had  been  the  cause 
of  all  their  sufferings  ;  but  that  was  considered  by  them  as  the    L 
fortune  of  war,  and  created  no  hostile  feeling*  of  revenge.^. 

When  taking  my  final  leave  of  these  poor  fellows,  they,  plant- 
ing to  their  bags,  tilled  with  presents  from  Gen.  Harper  and  Eli- 
jah Tyson,  exclaimed,  see  ihere  ! — them  daddies  in  America 
good  man.  These  circumstances  shew  what  entire  confidence 
may  be  obtained  over  native  Africans  by  good  offices.  1  wish  I 
could  say  it  was  possible  to  obtain  the  same  degree  of  confi- 
dence over  the  coloured  people  of  this  country  by  any  kind- 
ness whatever. 

Does  not  this  show  the  proper  field  to  operate  upon  in  sup- 
pressing the  slave  trade  ?  Send  men  among  them  capable  of  in- 
structing them — let  them  be  qualified  in  head  as  well  as  in 
heart — not  avaricious  speculators,  nor  yet  ignorant  enthusi- 
asts ;  but  practical  men,  who  can  give  the  natives  a  living  ex- 
ample of  integrity  of  principle,  and  at  the  sane  time  instiuct 
them  in  other  modes  of  obtaining  the  necessaries  of  life.  Let 
them  be  taught  the  benefit  of  employing  their  time  in  culti- 
vating the  earth — shew  them  that  the  labour  of  a  man  for  one 
year  will  produce  more  than  they  can  sell  him  for-— create  a 
market  for  all  they  can  supply,  and  give  them  in  exchange 
such  articles  as  they  want,  immediately  their  wars,  which 
have  been  entered  into  merely  to  get  slaves,  the  sale  of  which 
is  the  only  method  they  know  of  to  supply  their  wants,  will 
cease. 

1  think  myself  authorized  in  this  assertion,  having  witnessed 
the  effects  produced  by  the  very  limited  trade  which  1  open- 
ed with  them  for  a  short  time  while  in  the  colony,  and  view- 
ing the  alacrity  with  which  they  entered  into  any  new  busi- 
ness which  was  proposed  to  them.  1  believe  I  am  safe  in 
saying  there  was  more  work  performed  within  about  40  miles  of 
the  Coast  in  six  weeks,  at  the  close  of  the  rains,  with  a  view  of 
trading  with  our  colony  when  the  rains  should  cease,  than 
had  ever  been  done  in  any  four  years  before.     If  the  first 
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impulse  could  produce  this  effect,  what  may  be  expected 
from  a  continuation  of  the  same  cause, 

I  have  oo  doubt  but  that  any  expenses  accruing  to  the  Aboli- 
tion Society  on  account  of  this  Jad,  now  under  their  care,  will  be 
faithfully  discharged  by  King  Shaker ;  and  as  it  may  be  of  im- 
mense importance  to  Africa  hereafter,  I  hope  the  society  will 
spare  no  pains  to  have  him  properly  educated,  and  instructed 
in  agriculture  or  the  mechanical  arts.  Should  he  in  future 
succeed  to  his  grandfather's  authority  in  the  principal  mart 
of  the  slave  trade  now  on  the  Coast,  this  fortunate  circum- 
stance may  be  the  means  of  rescuing  more  unfortunate  beines 
from  the  iron  hand  of  slavery,  than  all  the  exertions  -  of  the 
society  have  done  since  its  first  establishment. 

That  this  may  be  the  happy  issue  of  your   humane  endea- 
Tours,  is  the  ardent  wish  of  your  most  obedient, 

E.  AYRES. 

Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting 
the  information  required  by  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  fy. 
presentatives,  of  21th  February  last,  in  relation  to  the  sup- 
pression of  the  African  Slave-lrade. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

I  transmit,  herewith,  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  papers  therein 
referred  to,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  that  Hou«e  of 
27th  January  last.  JAMES  MONROE* 

Washington,  19th  March,  1824. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  ISth  March,  1824. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  referred  a  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  27th  of  Janua- 
ry last,  requesting  the  President  to  communicate  to  that  House 
•uch  part,  as  he  may  not  deem  inexpedient  to  divulge,  of  any 
correspondence,  or  negotiation,  which  he  may  have  instituted 
with  any  foreign  government,  since  the  28th  of  February, 
1823,  in  compliance  with  a  request  contained  in  a  resolution 
©f  the  same  House  of  that  date,  relative  to  the  denunciation 
of  the  African  slave-trade  as  piracy,  has  the  honour  to  submit 
to  the  President,  copies  of  the  correspondence  requested 

JOHN  QU1NCT  ADAMS. 

LIST  OF  PAPERS  SENT. 

1.  Mr.  Canning  to  Mr.  Adams,         .         29  January,  1823. 

2.  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Canning,         .         31   March,      do." 

3.  Mr.  Canning  to  Mr.  Adams,  8  April,        do. 
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4.  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Canning,  24  Jane,       1823. 

5.  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Nelson,  (Extract)  28  April,       do. 

6.  Same       to  Mr.  Rodney,      do.       17  May,  do. 

7.  Same        to  Mr.  Anderson,    do.      27  May,         do. 

8.  Same        to  Mr.  Rash,  with  one  en* 

closure ;  Convention  Slave  Trade, 

(Extract)        ....      24  June,        do. 

9.  Same        to  Mr.  Middle  ton,  (Copy)  28  July,         do. 

10.  Same        to  Mr.  Everett,        do.        8  August,     do. 

11.  Same        to  Gen.  Dearborn,  (Extract)  14   do.         do. 

12.  Mr.  Rush  to  Mr.  Adams,     (Extracts)    9  October,    do. 

13.  Mr.  Sheldon  to  same,  do.       16        do.        do. 

14.  Same        to  same,  with  two  enclo- 

sures ;  correspondence  with  Vis- 
count Chateaubriand,  (Extracts)   8  Novr,         do* 

15.  Mr.  Everett  to  Mr.  Adams,  with  two 

enclosures ;  correspondence  with 

Baron  Nagell,  (Extracts)  20  Novr.  do* 

Mr.  Canning  to  Mr.  Adams* 

Washington,  January  29, 1823. 

Si  a  :  To  the  complete  abolition  of  the  African  slave  trade, 
Great  Britain,  as  you  are  well  aware,  has  long  devoted  her 
anxious  and  unremitting  exertions  ;  she  availed  herself,  dur- 
ing the  war,  of  her  belligerant  rights,  and  extended  dominion 
in  the  colonies,  to  put  down  the  inhuman  traffick  ;  in  peace, 
she  has  spared  no  labour,  and  shrunk  from  no  sacrifice,  to 
supply,  by  a  general  co-operation  of  the  maritime  powers, 
whatever  has  been  withdrawn  from  her  peculiar  controul  by 
the  cessation  of  hostilities,  and  the  colonial  arrangements 
consequent  on  that  event.  It  is  matter  of  deep  regret,  to  his 
majesty's  government,  that  the  result  of  their  exertions  is  far 
from  corresponding  either  to  the  cause  which  demands,  or  to 
the  zeal  which  sustains  them.  The  pest,  which  they  have 
pledged  themselves  to  destroy,  if  it  be  in  human  power  to 
destroy  it,  not  only  survives,  to  the  disgrace  and  affliction  of 
the  age,  but  seems  to  acquire  a  fresh  capacity  for  existence 
with  every  endeavour  for  its  destruction. 

To  whatever  fatality  it  may  be  owing,  that,  while  the  obli- 
gation of  adopting  and  enforcing  measures  for  the  extermina- 
tion of  the  slave  trade,  is  solemnly  acknowledged  by  the 
civilized  world,  this  great  object  seems  rather  to  elude  the 
grasp  than  to  approach  its  consummation.  Great  Britain  per- 
ceives, in  the  postponement  of  her  hopes,  however  mortify- 
ing for  the  moment,  no  reason  either  to  relax  from  her  efforts, 
or  to  abandon  the  expectation  of  final  success.    Impelled,  by 
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the  noblest  motives,  to  persevere  in  the  cause  of  abolition, 
and  mindful  by  what  slow  laborious  steps  the  present  point 
has  been  attained,  she  looks  forward,  through  surrounding 
obstacles,  to  that  triumphant  accomplishment  of  her  purpose, 
the  benefit  and  glory  of  which  will  only  be  rendered  more 
signal  by  the  difficulties  attendant  on  its  progress. 

In  calling  on  Europe  and  America  to  join  with  them  in  the 
discharge  of  this  sacred  duty,  his  majesty  and  his  ministers, 
have  appealed,  sir,  with  the  more  confidence,  to  your  gov- 
ernment, as  the  United  States  have  long  proclaimed  their 
decided  hostility  to  the  slave  trade,  and  are  surpassed  by  no 
country  in  the  vigour  of  their  legislative  enactments  for  its 
repression.     The  identity  of  principle,  existing  on  this  sub- 
ject, between  the  two  governments,  is  distinctly  recorded  in 
the  treaty  of  peace  ;  and,  in  answer  to  every  proposal  which 
has  since,  by  his  majesty's  command,  been  addressed  to  your 
cabinet,  for  redeeming  that  pledge,  by  a  broad  and  effectual 
application  of  the  principle,  afresh  assurance  has  been  given 
of  the  unceasing  interest  with  which  the  United  States  con- 
tinue to  promote  the  cause  of  abolition.  When,  to  this  accord, 
in  principle  and  sentiment,  is  added  tlje  conviction,  avowed 
by  both  parties,  that,  in  spite  of  laws  and  treaties,  the  accursed 
traffick  stiH  thrives,  under  the  eyes  of  an  indignant  world,  it 
would  seem  impossible  that  the  two  powers  should  be  long 
prevented  from  concerting  a  joint  system  of  measures  against 
the  common  object  of  their  abhorrence  and  just  proscription. 
Whatever  circumstances,  views,  or  impressions,  may  have 
hitherto  defeated  this  expectation,  his  majesty's  ministers  are 
still  unwilling  to  despair  of  finding  the  United  States  at  length 
prepared  either  to  close  with  the  system  of  concert  already 
offered  to  their  acceptance,  or  to  suggest  a  plan  of  equal  effi- 
ciency in  its  place.     The  alternative  embraces  a  duty,  for  the 
performance  of  which  both  countries  are  responsible  before 
God  and  man. 

A  deep  sense  of  this  duty,  and  a  reliance,  by  no  means  re- 
linquished, on  the  general  disposition  of  the  United  States, 
have  prompted  the  several  communications  on  this  question, 
which  have  been  addressed  to  you  at  successive  periods,  either 
through  me  or  by  means  of  the  American  Envoy  in  London. 
You  will  readily  call  to  mind,  sir,  that,  in  the  course  of  last 
summer,  1  apprised  you  of  the  intention  of  his  majesty's  min- 
isters to  press  for  an  early  re-consideration  of  the  subject, 
submitting  whether  it  might  not  prove  agreeable  to  the  Ame* 
rican  cabinet  to  anticipate  that  intended  recurrence  to  it  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain,  by  some  efficient  proposal,  origin* 
ating  with  itself.    I  took  occasion,  in  repeated  conversations. 
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to  urge  anew  those  rarioas  arguments  which  support  and  jus- 
tify the  opinion  of  his  majesty's  government ;  and  i  also 
placed  in  your  bands  the  official  papers,  then  recently  printed 
by  order  of  Parliament,  in  farther  evidence  of  the  extent  to 
which  the  traffics:  in  human  beings  was  still  carried  on  from 
Africa,  under  circumstances  of  aggravated  cruelty.  In  de- 
claring, as  on  former  occasions,  the  readiness  of  his  majesty's 
ministers  to  examine,  with  respect  and  candour,  whatever 
scheme  of  concert,  if  any,  the  American  cabinet  might  think 
proper  to  bring  forward,  as  a  substitute  for  theirs,  you  will 
remember  how  strongly  I  expressed  my  belief  that  the  only 
effectual  measure  devised,  or  likely  to  be  devised,  was  a  mu- 
tual concession  of  the  right  of  search.  In  the  exercise  of 
that  right,  under  such  guards,  and  with  such  limitations,  as 
may  serve  to  tranquilize  the  most  apprehensive  and  scrupu- 
lous minds,  it  is  still  conceived  that  the  best  and  only  cure  for 
this  intolerable  tnishief  is  to  be  found.  You  assured  me,  at  a 
subsequent  conference,  that  my  representations  had  been  duly 
submitted  to  the  President.  I  wish  it  were  in  my  power  to 
add,  that  the  cause,  which  I  pleaded,  had  prevailed. 

From  the  printed  documents  which  I  had  the  honour  of 
communicating  to  you,  it  appears  that  the  French  flag  is  more 
particularly  employed  to  cover  the  illicit  trade  oil  the  coast 
of  Africa.  It  would,  perhaps,  be  unfair  to  conclude,  that 
French  property  and  French  subjects  are  concerned  to  the 
full  proportion  in  which  the  colours  of  that  nation  are  used  ; 
but  it  is  manifest,  that  both  are  engaged  in  this  commerce  of 
blood,  to  an  extent  which  re6ects  discredit,  if  not  on  the  mo- 
tives of  the  French  administration,  at  least  on  the  efficiency 
of  its  measures  ;  and  makes  it  imperative  on  those  govern- 
ments which  are  pledged  to  each  other  for  the  suppression  of 
the  slave  trade,  to  declare  their  reprobation  of  what  is  at  best 
a  culpable  remissness,  and  to  omit  nothing  that  may  rouse 
the  French  cabinet  to  a  more  active  exercise  of  its  authority. 

It  was  a  part  of  my  instructions  to  bring  this  point  under 
your  immediate  consideration,  and  to  intimate  that  the  remon- 
strances of  his  majesty's  ambassador  at  Paris,  might  be  at- 
tended with  more  effect,  if  the  American  envoy  at  that  court 
were  directed  to  concur  with  his  excellency  in  a  joint  repre- 
sentation on  the  subject.  It  would  be  idle  at  present  to  repeat 
the  arguments  adduced  in  executing  this  instruction.  The 
answer  which  you  returned  in  the  name  of  the  President,  was 
unfavourable  to  the  step  I  had  suggested  ;  and  surh  was  the 
result  which  it  became  my  duty  to  announce  to  his  majesty's 
Secretary  of  State.  But  no  doubt  was  started  with  respect  to 
the  grounds  on  which  my  application  rested  ;  and,  ot  those 
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notorious  facts,  to  which  I  referred,  as  calling  for  a  joint  and 
impressive  appeal  to  the  good  faith  and  good  feelings  of  the 
.French  government,  you  seemed  to  be  equally  convinced  with 
myself. 

The  reasons,  indeed,  which  yon  allege  for  declining  at  that 
time  to  comply  with  a  proposal,  no  less  simple  in  its  nature 
than  useful  in  its  object,  1  understood  to  be  rather  of  a  tern* 
porary  character ;  and  under  this  impression,  I  cannot  but 
hope,  that  the  period  is  now  arrived  when  they  will  no  longer 
be  found  to  stand  in  opposition  to  the  great  considerations 
involved  in  this  question. 

In  repeating,  therefore,  the  invitation  which  I  have  already 
had  the  honour  to  convey  to  you  on  the  part  of  his  majesty *b 
government,  it  only  remains  for  me  to  request  an  early  com- 
munication of  the  intentions  at  present  entertained  on  this 
head  by  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

I  beg,  sir,  that  you  will  accept  the  assurance  of  my  distin- 
guished consideration.  STRATFORD  CANNING. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Quincy  Adams, 

Secretary  of  State ,  o/c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Canning. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  3let  March,  1823. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  29th  of  January,  was,  immediately 
after  being  received,  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  The  delay  which  has  hith- 
erto procrastinated  a  reply  to  it  has  been  occasioned,  not  by 
any  abatement  of  the  interest,  on  the  part  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  with  which  it  regards  every  effort 
and  proposal  for  the  full  and  final  suppression  of  the  African 
slave  trade  ;  rfor  by  any  hesitation  with  regard  to  the  decision 
which  had  already  been  formed  and  declared  respecting  the 
proposal  of  submitting  the  vessels  and  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  search  of  foreign  officers  upon  the  high  seas  ; 
but  by  an  expectation  that  measures  contemplated  by  the  na- 
tional House  of  Representatives,  might,  before  the  close  of 
the  session  of  Congress,  indicate  to  the.  Executive  government 
of  this  country,  views  upon  which  it  would  be  enabled  to  sub- 
stitute a  proposal  for  accomplishing  the  total  abolition  of  the 
traffick,  more  effectual  to  its  purpose,  and  less  liable  to  ob- 
jections, on  other  accounts,  than  that  to  which  the  United 
States  cannot  be  reconciled,  of  granting  the  right  of  search* 
These  measures  were  matured  in  the  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture where  they  originated,  only  at  the  very  termination  of 
the  session  ;  and  the  Senate  bad  not  the  opportunity  of  pro- 
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nooncing  its  opinion  upon  them.  There  is,  however,  no 
doubt  on  the  mind  of  the  President,  that  they  would  hare 
obtained  their  sanction  ;  and  he  has,  therefore,  no  hesitation 
in  acting,  so  far,  upon  the  expressed  and  almost  unanimous 
sense  of  the  House,  as  to  declare  the  willingness  of  this  Union, 
to  join  with  other  nations  in  the  common  engagement  to  pur- 
sue and  to  punish  those  who  shall  continue  to  practise  this 
crime,  so  reprobated  by  the  just  and  humane  of  every  conn* 
try,  as  enemies  of  the  human  race,  and  to  fix  them,  irrevoca- 
bly, in  the  class,  and  under  the  denomination,  of  pirates. 

1  have  the  honour  of  enclosing  herewith,  a  copy  of  the  4th 
and  5th  sections  of  a  law  of  the  United  States,  passed  on  the 
15th  of  May,  1820 ;  by  which  it  will  be  seen,  that  any  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States,  being  of  the  crew  or  ship's  company 
of  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel  engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  or 
any  person  whatever,  being  of  the  crew,  or  ship's  company  of 
any  ship  or  vessel,  owned  in  the  whole  or  part,  or  navigated 
for,  or  in  behalf  of,  any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  participating  in  the  slave  trade,  is  declared  to  have 
incurred  the  penalties  of  piracy,  and  made  liable  to  atone  for 
the  crime  with  his  life.  The  legislation  of  a  single  nation  can 
go  no  further,  to  mark  its  abhorrence  of  this  traffic  k,  or  to 
deter  the  people  subject  to  its  laws,  from  contamination,  by 
the  practice  of  others. 

If  the  inference  in  your  letter  of  the  29th  of  January,  from 
the  documents  to  which  it  refers,  be  correct,  that  the  French 
flag  is  more  particularly  employed  to  cover  the  illicit  trade 
on  the  coast  of  Africa ;  and  the  conjecture  likewise  suggested 
in  it,  that  this  flag  is  used  to  cover  the  property,  and  the  per- 
sons of  individuals  bound  to  other  allegiances,  be  well  found* 
ed,  this  statute  makes  every  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
concerned  in  such  covered  traffic  k,  liable,  if  detected  in  it,  to 
suffer  an  ignominious  death.  The  code  of  Great  Britain 
herself,  has,  hitherto,  no  provision  of  equal  severity*in  the 
pursuit  of  her  subjects,  even  under  the  shelter  of  foreign 
banners,  and  to  the  covert  of  simulated  papers  and  pro- 
perty. 

I  am  directed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  pro- 
pose, on  their  part,  the  adoption,  by  Great  Britain,  of  the 
principle  of  this  act ;  and  to  offer  a  mutual  stipulation  to  an- 
nex the  penalties  of  piracy  to  the  off  nee  of  participating  in 
the  slave  trade,  by  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  the  respective 
parties.  This  proposal  is  made  as  a  substitute  for  that  of 
Conceding  a  mutual  right  of  search,  and  of  a  trial  by  mixed 
commissions,  which  would  be  rendered  useless  by  it.  Should 
it  meet  the  approbation  of  your  government,  it  may  besepa- 
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ratety  urged  upon  the  adoption  of  France,  and  upon  the  other 
maritime  powers  of  Europe,  in  the  manner  most  conducive 
to  its  ultimate  success. 

1  have  the  honour  of  tendering  to  you  the  renewed  assur- 
ance of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

*  JOHN  QJJINCY  ADAMS. 
The  Right  Hoo.  Stratford  Canning, 

Envoy  Extraordinary,  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

from  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Canning  to  Mr.  Mams. 

Washington,  April  8th,  1823. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  official  letter,  dated  the  31st 
nit.  in  answer  to  that  which  1  had  the  honour  of  addressing  to 
you  on  the  29th  of  January  ;  and,  together  with  it,  a  trans- 
cript  of  the  4th  and  6th*  sections  of  an  act  of  Congress,  ap- 
proved the  15th  of  May,  1820. 

From  this  communication,  I  learn  that  the  government  of 
the  United  States  is  willing  to  join  with  other  powers  in  de- 
claring slave  trade  piracy,  under  the  law  of  nations,  and  treat- 
ing the  perpetrators  of  this  crime  as  enemies  of  the  human 
race ;  that  the  American  government  is  further  prepared  to 
enter  into  a  formal  engagement  with  Great  Britain,  to  the 
effect  of  carrying  the  principle  just  specified  into  immediate 
operation,  reciprocally  as  to  their  respective  subjects  or  ci- 
tizens ;  and,  finally,  tbat^assoon  as  this  proposal  shall  be 
accepted  by  the  British  government,  the  United  States  will 
be  ready  to  concur  in  pressing  its  adoption  on  the  court  of 
France,  and  other  maritime  powers,  in  such  manner  as  may 
afford  the  fairest  prospect  of  success. 

In  whatever  degree  his  Majesty's  government  may  be  dis- 
posed to  receive  this  offer,  as  an  acknowledgment  that  mea- 
sures more  efficient  than  any  now  generally  in  force,  are  in- 
dispensable for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  it  is  not 
difficult  to  foresee,  that  fresh  sentiments  of  regret  will  be 
excited,  by  the  unfavourable  view  which  the  American  ad- 
ministration continues  to  take  of  the  principal  measure  sug- 
gested on  the  part  of  his  Majesty.  That  measure,  you  are 
well  aware,  sir,  is  a  mutual  limited  concession  of  the  right 
of  search  ;  and  though,  as  I  have  frequently  stated,  bis  Ma- 
jesty's government,  in  adopting  it  by  treaty  with  several  of 
the  maritime  powers,  and  in  recommending  it  with  earnest- 
ness to  the  acceptance  of  others,  particularly  of  the  United 
States,  have  never  opposed  the  consideration  of  any  other 
plan,  brought  forward  as  equally  effective  ;  yet,  having,  from 
the  first,  regarded  it  in  conscience  as  the  only  true  and  prac- 
tical cure  for  the  evil  in  question,  they  are  naturally  anxious, 
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from  a  deep  sense  of  duty,  to  place  it  in  its  proper  light,  and 
to  guard  it,  as  far  as  possible,  from  prejudice  or  misconcep- 
tion. I,  therefore,  deem  it  of  importance,  on  this  occasion, 
to  bring  into  one  point  of  view,  the  several  limitations  under 
which  it  is  conceived,  that  the  right  of  search  might  be  so 
exercised,  as  to  clear  it  of  every  imaginable  difficulty.  To 
give  the  intended  limitations  their  jnst  value,  it  is  requisite 
to  bear  in  mind  the  particular  objections,  which  have  been 
urged  against  the  interchange  of  a  right  of  search  ;  and  for 
these,  in  their  full  extent,  1  can  hardly  be  wrong  in  referring 
to  your  previous  correspondence,  since  the  last  communica- 
tion which  i  have  received  from  you  on  this  subject,  though 
it  describes  the  impressions  of  the  American  government  as 
remaining  unaltered,  does  not  exhibit  any  argument  in  sup- 
port of  their  opinion. 

In  answer  to  that  class  of  objections  which  relate  to  the 
mixed  commissions  established  by  treaty,  between  his  Majes- 
ty and  the  courts  of  Lisbon,  Brussels,  and  Madrid,  it  may 
suffice  to  remind  you  of  the  intimation  conveyed  through 
Mr.  Rush,  in  the  early  part  of  last  year,  which  I  had  subse- 
quently the  honour  of  confirming  at  the  Department  of  State. 
It  might  be  expected,  that  any  arrangement  for  the  adjudica- 
tion of  vessels  engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  independent  of 
those  tribunals,  would  either  leave  the  detained  vessels  to  be 
disposed  of  in  the  ordinary  way,  by  the  sentence  of  a  court 
of  admiralty  in  the  country  of  the  captor,  or  place  them 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  a  similar  court  in  the  country  to 
which  they  belonged.  On  the  former  supposition,  it  is  not 
to  be  anticipated,  that  the  United  States  could  hesitate  to  ad- 
mit the  jurisdiction  of  a  foreign  court  of  admiralty,  when 
sanctioned  by  mutual  agreement,  over  the  persons  and  pro- 
perty of  citizens,  abandoned  to  a  pursuit,  so  flagrantly  iniqui- 
tous, as  to  be  classed  by  the  legislature  of  their  country  with 
crimes  of  the  most  heinous  description,  and  which  the  Amer- 
ican government  has  declared  its  willingness  to  treat  as  piracy, 
under  the  law  of  nations.  Great  Britain,  for  her  part,  desires 
no  other  than  that  any  of  her  subjects,  who  so  far  defy  the 
laws,  and  dishonour  the  character  of  their  country,  as  to  en- 
gage in  a  trade  of  blood,  proscribed  not  more  by  the  acts  of 
the  legislature,  than  by  the  national  feeling,  should  be  detect- 
ed and  brought  to  justice,  even  by  foreign  hands,  and  from 
under  the  protection  of  her  flag,  in  either  of  the  supposed 
cases,  it  is  clear  that  all  impediments  connected  with  the  forms 
of  proceeding,  and  peculiar  construction  of  the  mixed  com- 
missions, would  be  completely  avoided ;  and,  with  respect 
to  any  embarrassment  attending  the  disposal  of  condemned 
vessels,  and  liberated  slaves,  it  has  already  been  suggested  by 
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a  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  that  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  3rd  of  March, 
1819,  might  be  applied  to  them  without  difficulty  or  incon- 
venience. 

The  question  being  thus  relieved  from  all  connection  with 
the  mixed  commissions,  every  constitutional  objection,  arising 
out  of  their  alleged  incompatibility  with  the  institutions  of 
the  United  States,  is  at  once  removed  from  consideration. — 
The  remaining  obstacles  may  be  reduced  under  the  following 
heads :  the  unpopularity  of  the  right  of  search  in  this  coun- 
try ;  its  tendency,  if  mutually  employed,  to  produce  an  un- 
friendly collision  between  the  two  nations  ;  and  a  certain  sup- 
posed inequality,  which  would  attend  i  ts  exercise. 

With  respect  to  any  doubt  of  its  utility,  created  by  a  per- 
suasion that  very  few  vessels,  under  American  colours,  have 
been  discovered,  for  some  time  past,  on  the  Coast  of  Africa, 
it  requires  but  little  reflection  to  prove,  tbat  no  conclusive 
inference  can  be  drawn  from  that  circumstance.  Not  to 
dwell  upon  the  extent  and  nature  of  the  slave  coast,  peculi- 
arly favourable  to  the  concealment  of  trading  vessels,  it  must 
be  remembered,  that  the  United  States  have  maintained,  at  no 
time,  a  greater  number  of  cruizers  than  two,  rarely  more 
than  one,  and  latterly,  during  several  months  together,  no  ship 
of  war,  whatever,  on  the  African  station.  As  late  as  the  1 4th 
of  January,  1822,  it  was  stated,  officially,  by  the  Governor 
of  Sierra  Leone,  "  that  the  fine  rivers  Nunez  and  Pongas, 
were  entirely  under  the  control  of  renegado  European  and 
American  slave  traders." 

.  But,  if  it  were  even  manifest,  that  the  active  and  judicious 
exertions  of  your  naval  officers  in  that  quarter,  had  really  ef- 
fected a  total  disuse  of  the  American  flag  in  slave  trading,  the 
right  of  search  would  still  be  most  highly  desirable,  in  order 
to  secure  and  extend  so  important  an  advantage.  As  an  ex- 
ample, indeed,  to  other  powers,  particularly  to  France,  whose 
subjects,  encouraged  by  the  loose  and  equivocal  measures  of 
their  Government,  are  convicted,  by  a  mass  of  evidence 
too  strong  to  be  resisted,  of  being  concerned,  to  a  deplorable 
degree,  in  this  atrocious  commerce,  the  concurrence  of  the 
United  States  in  a  system  of  which,  the  very  first  result  is  to 
augment  considerably  the  means  of  bringing  offenders  to  jus- 
tice, can  hardly  be  rated  at  too  high  a  value.  The  example 
which  they  are  called  upon  to  give,  is  not  merely  due  to  the 
claims  of  humanity  ;  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States, 
are  not  only  pledged  to  put  down  the  slave  trade,  within  the  lim- 
its of  their  immediate  jurisdiction  ;  they  are  also  bound,  by  sol. 
emn  obligations,  to  employ  their  utmost  endeavours  Tor  its  com- 
plete and  universal  extermination.     They  have  both  succeed- 
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ed  in  their  great  and  benevolent  object,  so  far  as  the  rigour  of 
legislative  enactments  is  capable  of  counteracting  the  temp- 
tation of  enormous  profit,  which  stimulates  the  unprincipled 
avarice  of  the  slave  merchant.  It  is  the  facility  of  escaping 
detection,  and  not  any  want  of  severity  in  the  punishment 
attached  to^a  violation  of  their  laws,  which,  as  far  as  they  are 
concerned,  requires  a  more  decisive  remedy  ;  and,  a  remedy 
adequate  to  the  evil,  can  only  be  found  in  such  measures  as 
will  strip  the  illicit  trader  of  every  disguise,  and  throw  the 
chances  entirely  on  the  side  of  failure  in  bis  inhuman  specu- 
lations. In  the  case  of  search,  at  sea,  the  means  unavoida- 
bly employed  in  the  commission  of  this  crime  are  fortunately, 
it  may  be  said  providentially,  of  such  a  nature,  as  in'  general 
to  furnish  a  plain  substantial  body  of  proof,  for  the  conviction 
of  the  criminal. 

For  the  satisfaction  of  those  who  seriously  apprehend  that 
the  friendly  relations  subsisting  between  the  two  countries 
would  be  endangered,  by  the  admission  of  a  practice  which, 
in  their  opinion,  must  necessarily  produce  a  vexatious  exer- 
cise of  authority  on  the  part  of  the  searching  officer,  and  fre- 
quent complaints  on  that  of  the  merchant,  whose  vessel  is 
subjected  to  search,  with  the  supposed  aggravation  of  an  un- 
equal pressure  on  one  of  the  contracting  parties,  His  Majes- 
ty's Government  would,  doubtless,  agree  to  confine  the  right 
of  visit  to  a  fixed  number  of  cruizers  on  each  side,  restricted, 
in  the  performance  of  this  duty,  to  certain  specified  parts  of 
the  ocean;  and  acting  under  regulations,  prepared  by  mutual 
consent,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  abuses.  To  these 
important  limitations,  if  not  deemed  sufficient,  others  might 
easily  be  added  ;  the  arrangement,  for  example,  might  be 
temporary,  adopted,  in  the  first  instance,  for  a  short  period, 
and  only  to  be  continued  in  the  event  of  its  being  found,  on 
trial,  to  operate  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  With  this  under- 
standing, a  speedy  termination  would,  at  least,  be  ensured,  to 
any  objectionable  result,  attending  its  operation  ;  and,  for  the 
sake  of  interests  as  dear  to  humanity,  an  experiment,  of 
which  the  advantage,  as  to  its  main  object,  is  certain  and 
complete,  the  inconvenience,  contingent  and  momentary, 
might  surely  be  reconciled  with  a  due  regard  to  considerations 
exclusively  national. 

Supposing  that  inconvenience  should  be  found,  in  practice* 
to  press  unequally  on  either  of  the  two  parties,  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  not  the  United  States,  is  mo-it  likely  to  have  cause  of 
complaint,  inasmuch  as  the  greater  extent  of  her  trade,  es- 
pecially on  the  coast  of  Africa,  must  naturally  expose  her,  in 
a  greater  degree,  to  any  injurious  consequences  of  the  agree- 
ment.   Great  Britain,  however,  is  less  disposed  to  shrink 
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from  any  sacrifice,  by  which  she  can  materially  advance  the 
sacred  cause  of  abolition,  than  to  lament,  and,  if  possible,  to 
dispel  those  mistaken  notions,  and  unfounded  jealousies, 
which  deprive  her  exertions  of  their  full  effect,  and  serve, 
but  too  successfully,  to  protract  the  existence  of  a  mischief, 
which  all  unite  in  deploring.  In  point  of  principle,  the  hon- 
our of  neither  flag  would 'be  tarnished,  by  having  its  protec- 
tion withdrawn  for  a  season,  from  those  who  perpetrate  the 
atrocities  of  the  slave  trade  ;  and  permit  me,  sir,  to  add,  that 
what  Great  Britain  is  ready  to  allow,  in  a  matter  so  vital  to 
her  pride  and  to  her  power,  may  surely  be  allowed,  recipro- 
cally by  any  other  nation,  however  scrupulous  in  the  main- 
tenance of  its  maritime  independence. 

That  an  agreement  between  our  respective  cabinets,  found- 
ed on  a  mutual  right  of  search,  thus  guarded  and  explained, 
would  fail  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  American  Senate,  or 
that  a  nation  so  enquiringand  enlightened  as  the  United  States, 
would  confound  the  proposed  measure  with  that  practice, 
which  afforded  matter  of  painful  contention  during  the  last 
wars  in  Europe,  is  what  I  am  extremely  unwilling  to  antici- 
pate. The  two  objects  are,  in  fact,  so  totally  distinct  from 
each  other,  in  principle,  purpose,  and  mode  of  execution, 
that  the  proposal  of  the  British  Government  need  only  be 
presented  to  the  examination.  I  will  not  say  of  a  select  and 
experienced  assembly,  but  of  the  people  at  large,  in  order  to 
be  seen  in  its  true  bearings. 

So  far  is  the  British  proposal  from  tending  to  commit  the 
American  government  on  the  long  disputed  question  of  the 
belligerant  right  of  search,  that,  if  it  may  be  supposed  to  touch 
that  question  at  all,  it  appears  rather  to  operate  in  the  sense 
of  the  United  States,  than  unfavourably  for  their  view  of  the 
subject. 

The  officers  entrusted  on  either  side  with  the  duty  of  ex- 
amining suspected  vessels,  would  necessarily  act  under  in- 
structions calculated  to  ensure  a  perfect  harmony  between 
the  principle  and  the  application  of  this  conceded  right,  nor 
is  it  to  be  feared  that  they  would  presume,  in  any  case,  to 
extend  the  visit  thus  authorized  at  sea,  beyond  the  particular 
and  specified  object  to  which  it  is  meant  to  be  confined. 

I  have  the  honour  to  request,  sir,  that  you  will  again  ac* 
cept  the  assurance  of  my  highest  consideration. 

STRATFORD  CANNING. 

Hon.  John  Qtjincy  Adams, 

Secretary  of  State,  ire. 
R 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Canning. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  24th  June,  1823. 

Sin :  In  the  letter  which  I  had  the  honour  of  addressing 
you,  on  the  31st  of  March  last,  a  proposal  was  made,  to  be 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  your  government,  that  the 
principle  assumed  in-  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  of  15th  May,  1820,  of  considering  and  punishing  the 
African  slave  trade  as  piracy,  should  be  adopted  as  the  basil 
of  a  stipulation  by  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  ;  and  to  be  urged  separately  upon  the  adoption 
of  France,  and  upon  the  other  maritime  nations  of  Europe, 
in  the  manner  most  conducive  to  its  ultimate  success.  It  was 
observed  that  this  offer  was  presented  as  a  substitute  for  that 
of  conceding  a  mutual  right  of  search,  and  a  trial  by  mixed 
commissions,  to  which  the  United  States  could  not  be  recon- 
ciled, and  which  would  be  rendered  useless  by  it. 

Your  letter  of  the  8th  of  April,  to  which  I  have  now  the 
honour  to  reply,  intimates  that  his  majesty's  government  will 
be  disposed  to  receive  this  offer  only  as  an  acknowledgment 
that  measures  more  efficient  than  any  now  generally  in  force, 
are  indispensable  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade  ;  and 
that,  although  they  have  never  opposed  the  consideration  of 
any  other  plan,  brought  forward  as  equally  effective ,yet,having 
from  the  first,  regarded  a  mutual  limited  concession  of  the 
right  of  search,  as  the  only  true  and  practical  cure  for  the 
evil,  their  prevailing  sentiment  will  be  of  regret  at  the  unfa- 
vourable view  still  taken  of  it  by  the  government  of  the  United 
States.  Your  letter,  therefore,  urges  a  re-consideration  of  the 
proposal  for  this  mutual  concession  of  the  right  of  search, 
and  by  presenting  important  modifications  of  the  proposal 
heretofore  made,  removes  some  of  the  objections  which  had 
been  taken  to  it,  as  insuperable,  while  it  offers  argumentative 
answers  to  the  others  which  had  been  disclosed  in  my  previ- 
ous communications  on  this  subject  to  you. 

In  the  treaties  of  Great  Britain  with  Spain,  Portugal,  and 
the  Netherlands,  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  here- 
tofore communicated,  with  the  invitation  to  the  United  States 
to  enter  into  similar  engagements,  three  principles  were  in- 
volved, to  neither  of  which  the  government  of  the  United 
States  felt  itself  at  liberty  to  accede.  The  first  was  the  mu- 
tual concession  of  the  right  of  search  and  capture,  in  time  of 
peace,  over  merchant  vessels,  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  The 
second  was,  the  exercise  of  that  right  even  over  vessels  un- 
der convoy  of  the  public  officers  of  their  own  nation  ;  and  the 
third  was  the  trial  of  the  captured  vessels  by  mixed  commis- 
sions in  colonial  settlements,  under  no  subordination  to  the 
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ordinary  judicial  tribunals  of  the  country  to  which  the  party 
brought  before  then)  for  trial  should  belong.     In  the  course 
of  the  correspondence  relating  to  these  proposals,  it  has  been 
suggested  that  a  substitute  for  the  trial  by  mixed  commissions 
might  be  agreed  to,  and  in  your  letter  of  the  8th  of  April,  an 
expectation  is  authorized,  that  an  arrangement  for  the  adjudi- 
cation of  the  vessels  detained,  might  leave  them  to  be  disposed 
of  in  the  ordinary  way,  by  the  sentence  of  a  court  of  admiralty 
in  the  country  of  the  captor,  or  place  them  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  a  similar  court  in  the  country  to  which  they  belonged  ; 
to  the  former  alternative  of  which  you  anticipate  the  unhesi- 
tating admission  of  the  United  States,  in  consideration  of  the 
aggravated  nature  of  the  crime,  as  acknowledged  by  their 
laws,  which  would  be  thus  submitted  to  &  foreign  jurisdiction. 
But  it  was  precisely  because  the  jurisdiction  was  foreign  that 
the  objection  was  taken  to  the  trial  by  mixed  commissions  ; 
and  if  it  transcended  the  constitutional  authority  of  the  gov* 
ernment  of  the  United  States,  to  subject  the  persons,  proper- 
ty, and  reputation  of  their  citizens,  to  the  decisions  of  a  court 
partly  composed  of  their  own  countrymen,  it  might  seem 
needless  to  remark,  that  the  constitutional  objection  could 
not  diminish,  in  proportion  as  its  cause  shoold  increase,  or 
that  the  power  incompetent  to  make  American  citizens  ame- 
nable to  a  court  consisting  one-half  of  foreigners,  should  be 
adequate  to  place  their  liberty,  their  fortune,  and  their  fame, 
at  the  disposal  of  tribunals  entirely  joreign.    1  would  further 
remark,  that  the  sentence  of  a  court  of  Admiralty  in  the  coun- 
try of  the   captor,  is  not  the  ordinary  way  by  which  the 
merchant  vessels  of  one  nation,  taken  on  the  high  seas,  by 
the  officers  of  another,  are  tried  in  time  of  peace.     There  is, 
in  the  ordinary  way,  no  right  whatever  existing,  to  take,  to 
search,  or  even  to  board  them  ;  and,  I  take  this  occasion  to 
express  the  great  satisfaction  with  which  we  have  seen  this 
principle  solemnly  recognised  by  the  recent  decision  of  a 
British  court  of  admiralty.     Nor  is  the  aggravation  of  the 
crime. for  the  trial  of  which  a  tribunal  may  be  instituted,  a 
cogent  motive  for  assenting  to  the  principle  of  subjecting 
American  citizens,  their  rights  and  interests  to  the  decision 
of  foreign  courts ;  for,  although  Great  Britain,  as  you  re- 
mark, may  be  willing  to  abandon  those  of  her  subjects  who 
defy  the  laws  and  tarnish  the  character  of  their  country,  by 
participating  in  this  trade,  to  the  dispensation  of  justice  even 
by  foreign  hands,  the  United  States  are  bound  to  remember 
that  the  power  which  enables  a  court  to  try  the  guilty,  au- 
thorizes them  also  to  pronounce  upon  the  fate  of  the  innocent; 
and  that  the  very  question  of  guilt  or  innocence,  is  that  which 
the  protecting  care  of  their  constitution  has  reserved  for  the 
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citizens  of  this  Union,  to  the  exclusive  decision  of  their  own 
countrymen.  This  principle  has  not  been  departed  from  by 
the  statute  which  has  branded  the  slave  trader  with  the  name, 
and  doomed  him  to  the  punishment,  of  a  pirate.  The  dis- 
tinction between  piracy  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  piracy  by 
statute,  is  well  known  and  understood  in  Great  Britain  ;  and 
while  the  former  subjects  the  transgressor  guilty  of  it,  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  any  and  every  country,  into  which  be  may 
be  brought,  or  wherein  he  may  be  taken,  the  latter  forms  a  part 
of  the  municipal  criminal  code  of  the  country  where  it  is 
enacted,  and  can  be  tried  only  by  its  own  courts. 

There  remains  the  suggestion,  that  the  slave  trader  cap- 
tured under  the  mutual  concession  of  the  power  to  make  the 
capture,  might  be  delivered  over  to  the  jurisdiction  of  his 
own  country.  This  arrangement  would  not  be  liable  to  the 
constitutional  objection,  which  must  ever  apply  to  the  juris- 
diction of  the  mixed  commission,  or  of  the  admiralty  courts 
of  the  captor  ;  and  if  your  note  is  to  be  understood  as  pre- 
senting it  in  the  character  of  an  alternative,  to  which  your 
government  is  disposed  to  accede,  I  am  authorized  to  say, 
that  the  President  considers  it  as  sufficient  to  remove  the  in- 
superable obstacle  which  had  precluded  the  assent  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  the  former  proposals  of  your  government,  re- 
sulting from  the  character  and  composition  of  the  tribunals,  to 
whom  the  question  of  guilt  or  innocence  was  to  be  committed. 

The  objections  to  the  right  of  search,  as  incident  to  the 
right  of  detention  and  capture,  are  also  in  a  very  considera- 
ble degree  removed,  by  the  introduction  of  the  principle, 
that  neither  of  them  should  be  exercised,  but  under  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  captor,  to  the  tribunals  of  the  captured 
party,  in  damages  and  costs.  This  guard  against  the  abuses 
of  a  power  so  liable  to  abuse,  would  be  indispensable  ;  but, 
if  the  provisions  necessary  for  securing  effectually  its  prac- 
tical operation,  would  reduce  the  right  itself  to  a  power 
merely  nominal,  the  stipulation  of  it  in  a  treaty,  would  serve 
rather  to  mark  the  sacrifice  of  a  great  and  precious  principle, 
than  to  attain  the  end  for  which  it  would  be  given  up. 

In  the  objections  heretofore  disclosed  to  the  concession 
desired,  of  the  mutual  aad  qualified  right  of  search,  the  prin- 
cipal stress  was  laid  upon  the  repugnance  which  such  a  con- 
cession would  meet  in  the  public  feeling  of  this  country,  and 
of  those  to  whom  its  interests  are  entrusted  in  the  department 
of  its  Government,  the  sanction  of  which  is  required  for  the 
ratification  of  treaties.  The  irritating  tendency  of  the  prac- 
tice of  search,  and  the  inequalities  of  its  probable  operation, 
were  slightly  noticed,  and  have  been  contested  in  argument, 
or  met  by  propositions  of  possible  palliatives,  or  remedies. 
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for  anticipated  abuses,  in  your  letter.  But  the  source  and 
foundation  of  all  these  objections,  was,  in  our  former  corres- 
pondence, scarcely  mentioned,  and  never  discussed.  They 
consist  in  the  nature  of  the  right  of  search,  at  sea,  which,  as 
recognised  or  tolerated  by  the  usage  of  nations,  is  a  right 
exclusively  of  war,  never  exercised,  but  by  an  outrage  upon 
the  rights  of  peace.  It  is  an  act  analogous  to  that  of  search- 
ing  the  dwelling-houses  of  individuals  on  the  land.  The  ves- 
sel of  the  navigator  is  his  dwelling-house  ;  and  like  that,  in 
the  sentiment  of  every  people  that  cherishes  the  blessings  of 
personal  liberty  and  security,  ought  to  be  a  sanctuary,  invio- 
lable to  the  hand  of  power,  unless  upon  the  most  unequivo- 
cal public  necessity,  and  under  the  most  rigorous  persona! 
responsibility,  of  the  intruder.  Search  at  sea,  as  recognised 
by  sill  maritime  nations,  is  confined  to  the  single  object  of 
finding  and  taking  contraband  of  war.  Ry  the  law  of  nature, 
when  two  nations  conflict  together  in  war,  a  third,  remaining 
neutral,  retains  all  its  rights  of  peace,  and  friendly  intercourse 
with  both.  Each  belligerant,  indeed,  acquires,  by  war,  the 
right  of  preventing  a  third  party  from  administering  to  his  en- 
emy the  direct  and  immediate  materials  of  war;  and,  as  in- 
cidental to  this  right,  that  of  searching  the  merchant  vessels 
of  the  neutral  on  the  high  seas,  to  .find  them.  Even  thus 
limited,  it  is  an  act  of  power,  which  nothing  but  necessity 
can  justify,  inasmuch  as  it  cannot  be  exercised,  but  by  car- 
rying the  evils  of  war  into  the  abodes  of  peace  ;  and,  by  vis- 
iting the  innocent  with  some  of  the  penalties  of  guilt.  Among 
the  modern  maritime  nations,  an  usage  has  crept  in,  not 
founded  upon  the  law  of  nature,  never  universally  admitted, 
often  successfully  resisted,  and  against  which,  all  have  occa- 
sionally borne  testimony,  by  renouncing  it  in  treaties,  of  ex- 
tending this  practice  of  search  and  seizure,  to  all  the  pro- 
perty of  the  enemy  in  the  vessel  of  the  friend.  This  prac- 
tice wa$,  in  its  origin,  evidently  an  abusive  and  wrongful  ex- 
tension of  the  search  for  contraband  ;  effected  by  the  belli- 
gerent, because  he  was  armed  ;  submitted  to  by  the  neutral, 
because  he  was  defenceless  ;  and  acquiesced  in  by  his  sove- 
reign, for  the  sake  of  preserving  a  remnant  of  peace,  rather 
than  become  himself  a  party  to  the  war.  Having  thus,  oc- 
casionally, been  practised  by  all,  as  belligerents,  and  submit- 
ted to  by  all  a*  neutrals,  it  has  acquired  the  force  of  an  usage, 
which,  at  the  occurrence  of  every  war,  the  belligerent  may 
enforce  or  relinquish,  and  which  the  neutral  may  suffer  or. 
resist,  at  their  respective  options. 

This  search  for,  and  seizure  of,  the  property  of  an  enemy 
in  the  vessel  of  a  friend,  is  a  relict  of  the  barbarous  warfare 
of  barbarous  ages  ;  the  cruel,  and,  for  the  most  part,  noi^ 
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exploded  system  of  private  war.  As  it  concerns  the  enemy 
himself,  it  is  inconsistent  with  that  mitigated  usage  of  modem 
wars,  which  respects  the  private  property  of  individuals  on 
the  land.  As  relates  to  the  neutral,  it  is  a  violation  of  his 
natural  right  to  pursue,  unmolested,  his  peaceful  commercial 
intercourse  with  his  friend.  Invidious  as  is  its  character,  in 
both  these  aspects,  it  has  other  essential  characteristics,  equal- 
ly obnoxious.  It  is  an  uncontrolled  exercise  of  authority,  by 
a  man  in  arms,  over  a  man  without  defence  ;  by  an  officer  of 
ode  nation  over  the  citizen  of  another ;  by  a  man  intent  upon 
the  annoyance  of  his  enemy,  responsible  for  the  act  of  search 
to  no  tribunal,  and  always  prompted  to  balance  the  disappoint- 
ment of  a  fruitless  search,  by  the  abusive  exercise  of  his 
power,  and  to  punish  the  neutral,  for  the  very  clearness  of 
his  neutrality.  It  has,  in  short,  all  the  features  of  unbri- 
dled power,  stimalated  by  hostile  and  unsocial  passions. 

I  forbear  to  enlarge  upon  the  further  extension  of  this  prac- 
tice,  by  referring  to  injuries,  which  the  United  States  expe- 
rienced, when  neutral,  in  a  case  of  vital  importance  ;  because, 
in  digesting  a  plan  for  the  attainment  of  an  object,  which  both 
nations  have  equally  at  heart,  it  is  desirable  to  avoid  every 
topic  which  may  excite  painful  sensations  on  either  side.  I 
have  adverted  to  the  interest  in  question,  from  necessity, 
it  being  one  which  could  not  be  lost  sight  of  in  the  present 
discussion. 

Such  being  the  view  taken  of  the  right  of  search,  as  recog- 
nised by  the  law  of  nations,  and  exercised  by  belligerent 
powers,  it  is  due  to  candour  to  state,  that  my  government  has 
an  insuperable  objection  to  its  extension  by  treaty,  in  any 
manner  whatever,  lest  it  might  lead  to  consequences  still 
more  injurious  to  the  United  States,  and  especially  in  the  cir- 
cumstance alluded  to.    -That  the  proposed  extension  will 
operate  in  time  of  peace,  and  derive  its  sanction  from  com- 
pact, present  no  inducements  to  its  adoption.     On  the  con- 
trary, they  form  strong  objections  to  it.     Every  extension  of 
the  right  of  search,  on  the  principles  of  that  right,  is  disap- 
proved.    If  the  freedom  of  the  sea  is  abridged  by  compact 
for  any  new  purpose,  the  example  may  lead  to  other  changes. 
And  if  its  operation  is  extended  to  a  time  of  peace,  as  well  as 
of  war,  a  new  system  will  be  commenced  for  the  dominion  of 
the  sea,  which  may  eventually,  especially  by  the  abuses  into 
which  it  may  leid,  confound  all  distinction  of  time  and  cir- 
cumstances, of  peace  and  of  war.  and  of  rights  applicable  to 
each  state. 

The  United  States  have,  on  great  consideration,  thought  it 
most  advisable  to  consider  this  trade  as  piracy,  and  to  treat 
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it  as  such.  They  have  thought  that  the  trade  itself  msgfit* 
with  great  propriety,  be  placed  in  that  class  of  offences  ;  and 
that,  by  placing  it  there,  we  should  more  effectually  accom- 
plish the  great  object  of  suppressing  the  trade,  than  by  any 
other  measure  which  we  could  adopt. 

To  this  measure,  none  of  the  objections  which  have  been 
urged  against  the  extension  of  the  right  of  search,  appear  to 
be  applicable.  Piracy  being  an  offence  against  the  human  race, 
has  its  well  known  incidents  of  capture  and  punishment  by 
death ,  by  the  people  and  tribunals  of  every  country.  By  mak- 
ing this  trade  piratical,  it  is  the  nature  of  the  crime  which 
draws  after  it  the  necessary  consequences  of  capture  and  pun- 
ishment.  The  United  States  have  done  this,  by  an  act  of 
Congress,  in  relation  to  themselves.  They  have  also  evinced 
their  willingness,  and  expressed  their  desire,  that  the  change 
should  become  general,  by  the  consent  of  every  other  power, 
whereby  it  would  be  made  the  law  of  nations.  Till  then, 
they  are  bound,  by  the  injunctions  of  their  constitution,  to 
execute  it,  so  far  as  respects  the  punishment  of  their  own 
citizens,  by  their  own  tribunals.  They  consider  themselves, 
however,  at  liberty,  until  that  consent  is  obtained,  to  co-ope- 
rate to  a  certain  extent,  with  other  powers,  to  ensure  a  more 
complete  effect  to  their  respective  acts ;  they  placing  them- 
selves, severally,  on  the  same  ground,  by  legislative  provi- 
sions. It  is  in  this  spirit,  and  for  this  purpose,  that  1  have 
made  to  you  the  proposition  under  consideration. 

By  making  the  slave  trade  piratical,  and  attaching  to  it  the 
punishment,  as  well  as  the  odium,  incident  to  that  crime,  it 
is  believed  that  much  has  been  done  by  the  United  States,  to 
suppress  it,  in  their  vessels,  and  by  their  citizens.  If  your 
government  would  unite  in  this  policy,  it  is  not  doubted  that 
the  happiest  consequences  would  result  from  it.  The  exam- 
ple of  Great  Britain,  in  a  manner  so  decisive,  could  not  fail  to 
attract  the  attention,  and  command  the  respect,  of  all  her 
European  neighbours.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  United  States, 
that  no  measure,  short  of  that  proposed,  will  accomplish  the 
object  so  much  desired  :  and  it  is  the  earnest  desire  of  my 
government,  that  the  government  of  his  Britannic  majesty  may 
co-operate  in  carrying  it  into  effect. 

I  pray  you,  sir,  to  accept  the  renewed  assurances  of  my 
distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS 

The  Right  Hon.  Stratford  Canning, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

from  Greut  Britain* 
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Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Mams  to  Mr.  Nelson,  dated 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  28th  April,  1823. 

"  A  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  requests  the  President  to  enter  upon, 
and  to  prosecute,  from  time  to  time,  such  negotiations  with 
the  several  maritime  powers  of  Europe,  and  America,  as  he 
may  deem  expedient,  for  the  effectual  abolition  of  the  African 
slave  trade,  and  its  ultimate  denunciation  as  piracy,  under 
the  law  of  nations,  by  the  consent  of  the  civilized  world. 
You  will  take  an  early  opportunity  to  make  known  this  dis- 
position to  the  Spanish  government ;  communicating  to  them 
copies  of  the  fourth  and  fifth  sections  of  the  act  of  3d  March, 
1819,  which  declares  this  traflick  piratical  when  pursued  by 
citizens  of  the  United  States;  and  yoo  will  express  the  wil- 
lingness of  the  American  government  to  enter  into  negotiations 
for  the  purpose  of  declaring  it  so,  by  the  common  consent  of 
nations.1' 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Rodney,  dated 
Department  of  Stale,  Washington,  l7th  May,  1823. 

<'  A  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  at  the  late 
session  of  Congress,  requests  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  enter  upon,  and  prosecute,  from  time  to  time,  such 
negotiations,  with  the  several  maritime  powers  of  Europe, 
and  America,  as  be  may  deem  expedient  for  the  effectual 
abolition  of  the  African  slave  trade,  and  its  ultimate  denun- 
ciation, as  piracy  under  the  law  of  nations,  by  the  consent 
of  the  civilized  world. 

"  In  pursuance  of  the  object,  proposed  by  this  resolution, 
you  will  communicate  to  the  government  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
copies  of  the  several  acts  of  Congress  for  the  suppression  of 
the  slave  trade,  of  the  20th  of  April,  1818;  (U.  S.  Laws, 
vol.  6,  page  325  ;)  3d  March,  1819,  (page  435  ;)  and  of  15th 
May,  1820,  (page  529  ;)  pointing  their  attention,  particularly, 
to  the  fourth  and  fifth  sections  of  the  last,  which  subject  to 
the  penalties  of  piracy  every  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
guilty  of  active  participation  in  the  African  slave  trade.  The 
adoption  of  this  principle,  in  the  legislative  code  of  all  the 
maritime  nations,  would,  of  itself,  probably ,  suffice  for  the 
suppression  of  the  trade.  But,  as  it  would  yet  not  authorize 
the  armed  .vessels  of  any  one  nation  to  capture  those  of  ano- 
ther, engaged  in  the  trade,  a  stipulation  to  that  effect  might 
be  agreed  to,  by  treaty,  conditioned  that  the  captor  shall  de- 
liver over  the  captured  party  to  the  tribunals  of  his  own 
country  for  trial ;  to  which  should  be  added,  some  guard  of 
responsibility  upon  the  capturing  officer,  to  prevent  the  abu- 
sive exercise  of  his  power." 
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Extract  from  the  General  Instructions  to  Richard  C.  Anderson, 
appointed  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  Republic  of  Colom- 
bia, dated 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  May  27, 1833. 

M  A  resolution  of  the  House  cf  Representatives,  at  the  late 
session  of  Congress,  requests  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  enter  upon,  and  to  prosecute,  from  time  to  time,  such 
negotiations  with  the  several  maritime  powers  of  Europe  and 
America  as  be  may  deem  expedient  for  the  effectual  abolition 
of  the  African  slave  trade,  and  its  ultimate  denunciation  as 
piracy,  under  the  law  of  nations,  by  the  consent  of  the  civil- 
ized world. 

"  In  pursuance  of  this  object,  you  will  communicate  to  the 
Colombian  government  copies  of  the  several  acts  of  our  Con- 
gress for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  of  the  20th  of 
April,  1818,  (U.  S.  Laws.  vol.  vi.  p.  325,)  of  3d  March,  1819, 
(p.  435,)  and  of  15th  May,  1820,  (p.  529,)  pointing  their  at- 
tention particularly  to  the  4th  and  5th  sections  of  the  last, 
which  subject  to  the  penalties  of  piracy,  every  citizen  of  the 
United  States  guilty  of  active  participation  in  the  African 
slave  trade.  The  adoption  of  this  principle  in  the  legislative 
code  of  all  the  maritime  nations,  would,  of  itself,  probably, 
suffice  for  the  suppression  of  the  trade  ;  but,  as  it  would  yet 
not  aathonze  the  armed  vessels  of  any  one  nation  to  capture 
those  of  another,  engaged  in  the  trade,  a  stipulation  to  that 
effect  may  be  agreed  to  by  the  treaty,  conditioned  that  the 
captor  shall  deliver  over  the  captured  party  to  the  tribunals 
of  bis  own  country  for  trial  ;  to  which  should  be  added  some 
guard  of  responsibility  upon  the  capturing  officer,  to  pre*- 
vent  the  abusive  exercise  of  his  powers," 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Rush,  dated 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  June  24,  1823. 

<c  A  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  almost 
unanimously  adopted  at  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, requested  "  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  en- 
ter upon  and  to  prosecute,  from  time  to  time,  such  negotiations 
with  the  several  maritime  powers  of  Europe  and  America,  as 
he  may  deem  expedient,  for  the  effectual  abolition  of  the  Af- 
rican slave  trade,  and  its  ultimate  denunciation  as  piracy,  un- 
der the  law  of  nations,  by  the  consent  of  the  civilized  world. 

"  At  the  two  preceding  sessions  of  Congress,  committees  of 
the  House  bad  proposed  a  resolution,  expressed  in  more  gen* 
eral  terms,  that  '  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  enter  into  such  arrangements  a>  he  may  deem  suit- 
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«ble  and  proper,  with  one  or  more  of  the  maritime  power* 
of  Europe,  for  the  effectual  abolition  of  the  African  slave 
trade  ;'  and  this  resolution  had,  in  each  case,  been  the  con- 
clusion of  a  report,  recommending  that  the  United  States 
should  accede  to  the  proposal  of  a  mutual  and  qualified  con- 
cession of  the  right  of  search.  The  sentiments  of  the  committee 
were,  in  this  respect,  different  from  those  which  had 
been  expressed  by  the  Executive  Department  of  the  Govern- 
ment, in  its  previous  correspondence  with  that  of  Great  Bri* 
tain.  No  decision,  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  was 
made  upon  these  resolutions,  proposed  at  the  preceding  ses- 
sion ;  but,  upon  the  adoption  of  tbat  which  did  pass,  at  the 
last  session,  it  was  well  ascertained  that  the  sentiments  of  the 
House,  in  regard  to  the  right  of  search,  coincided  with  those 
of  the  Executive  :  for  they  explicitly  rejected  an  amendment 
which  was  moved  to  the  resolution,  and  which  would  have 
expressed  an  opinion  of  the  House  favourable  to  the  mutual 
concession  of  that  right.* 

"  You  have  been  fully  informed  of  the  correspondence  be- 
tween the  governments  of  the  United  States  and  of  Great 
Britain,  concerning  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  here- 
tofore ;  and  have  been,  from  time  to  time,  effectually  instru- 
mental to  it  yourself.  You  are  aware  of  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  proposals,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  (hat  the 
United  States  should  accede  to  the  stipulations  similar  to 
those  which  she  had  succeeded  in  obtaining  from  Spain,  Por- 
tugal, and  the  Netherlands,  were  on  our  part  declined. 

"  The  subject  was  resumed  by  the  British  minister  resi- 
ding here,  Mr.  S.  Canning,  a  short  time  before  the  decease 
of  the  Marquis  of  Londonderry.     It  was  suggested,  that, 

*  The  House  of  Representatives  did  not  on  the  occasion  referred  to  by 
{he  Secretary  of  State,  reject  any  proposition  to  exchange  this  right  of 
search. 

The  resolution  adopted  by  the  House,  as  the  Secretary  demonstrates, 
involved  the  right  of  capture,  and  consequently  the  right  to  search  the 
pirate.  While  the  resolution  was  under  consideration,  and  after  its 
mover,  Mr.  Mercer,  had  delivered  an  argument  in  support  of  it,  which 
distinctly  traced  the  consequences  of  its  adoption,  and  the  evils  it  was 
designed  to  cure,  among  which  was  distinctly  enumerated  the  absence 
of  the  right  of  mutual  seatch,  and  the  defects  of  the  mixed  com- 
mission courts  of  Great  Britain,  Governor  Wright  offered  a  clause 
which  was  deemed  by  the  mover  of  the  resolution,  and  the  House,  unne- 
cessary, because  the  principle  it  contained  was  involved,  as  the  Secre- 
tary himself  admits,  in  the  resolution  itself. 

To  obviate  farther  debate,  at  so  late  a  stage  of  the  session  of  Con-* 
gress,  upon  a  subject  which  seemed  to  require  none,  the  House  almost 
unanimously  sustained  the  previous  question,  and  the  resolution  was, 
then,  as  unanimously  adopted. 
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since  the  total  disappearance  of  tne  British  and  America^ 
flags,  as  well  as  of  those  of  the  nations  which  •  had  consented 
to  put  the  execution  of  their  laws  against  the  trade  under  the 
superintendence  of  British  naval  officers,  it  continued  to 
flourish  under  that  of  France  ;  that  her  laws,  though  in  word 
and  appearance  equally  severe  in  proscribing  the  traffic,  were 
so  remiss  in  the  essential  point  of  execution,  that  their  effect 
was  rather  to  encourage,  than  to  suppress  it  ;  and  the  Ame- 
rican Government  was  urged  to  join  in  friendly  representa- 
tions to  that  of  France,  by  instructing  the  minister  of  the 
United  States  at  Paris,  to  concur  in  those  which  the  British 
ambassador  at  that  court  had  been  charged  with  making,  to 
ensure  a  more  vigilant  fulfilment  of  the  prohibitory  laws. 
This  invitation,  at  that  time  given  only  in  oral  conference, 
was  also  declined,  from  an  impression  that  such  a  concurrence 
might  give  umbrage  to  the  French  government,  and  tend  rath- 
er to  irritation,  than  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  object  for 
which  it  was  desired.  Mr.  Gallatin  was,  nevertheless,  in- 
structed separately  to  bring  the  subject  to  the  notice  of  the 
French  government  ;  and  did  so,  by  a  note  communicating  to 
them  copies  of  the  recent  laws  of  the  United  States  for  the 
suppression  of  the  trade,  and  particularly  of  that  by  which  it 
has  subjected  every  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who,  after 
the  passage  of  the  law,  should  be  polluted  with  it,  to  the  per 
nalties  of  piracy. 

"  On  the  29th  of  January  last,  Mr.  Canning,  in  a  letter  to 
this  Department,  repeated  the  invitation  of  a  joint  and  con- 
current remonstrance,  to  be  made  by  the  British  ambassador, 
and  our  minister  in  France  ;  and  at  the  same  time  called,  with 
great  earnestness,  upon  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
either  to  accede  to  the  principle  of  the  mutual  and  qualified 
right  of  search,  emphatically  pronounced,  in  his  belief,  to 
be  the  only  effectual  measure  devised,  or  likely  to  be  devised, 
'  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  end,  or  to  bring  forward  some 
other  scheme  of  concert,1  which  it  again  declared  the  readiness 
of  his  Majesty's  minister  to  examine  with  respect  and  can- 
dour, as  a  substitute  for  that  of  the  British  cabinet. 

"  However  discouraging  this  call  for  an  alternative  might 
be,  thus  coupjed  as  it  was  with  so  decisive  a  declaration  of 
belief  that  no  effectual  alternative  had  been,  or  was  likely  to 
be,  devised,  an  opportunity  was  offered,  in  pursuauce  of  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  adopted  at  the 
close  of  the  late  Session  of  Congress,  for  proposing  a  substi- 
tute, in  our  belief  more  effectual  than  the  right  of  search  could 
be,  for  the  total  and  final  suppression  of  this  nefarious  trade, 
and  less  liable  either  to  objections  of  principle,  of  to  abuses  of 
practice. 
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•  "  This  proposition  was  accordingly  made,  in  my  letter  to 
Mr.  Canning  of  31st  of  March  last,  to  which  his  letter  of  the 
8th  of  April  was  the  answer.  In  this  answer  Mr.  Canning 
barely  notices  our  proposition,  to  express  an  opinion  that  his 
Government  will  see  in  it  nothing  but  an  acknowledgment  of 
the  necessity  of  further  and  more  effectual  measures,  and 
then  proceeds  with  an  elaborate  review  of  all  the  objections 
trhich,  in  the  previous  correspondence  between  the  two  go- 
vernments, had  been  taken  on  our  part  to  the  British  con- 
nected proposal  of  a  mutual  right  of  search,  and  a  trial  by  mix* 
ed  commissions.  Our  objection  had  been  of  two  kinds  ;  first, 
to  the  mixed  commissions,  as  inconsistent  with  our  Constitu- 
tion, and  secondly,  to  the  right  of  search,  as  a  dangerous  pre- 
cedent, liable  to  abuse,  and  odious  to  the  feelings  and  recol- 
lections of  our  country. 

"  In  this  letter  of  Mr.  Canning,  the  proposal  of  trial  by 
mixed  commissions  is  formally  withdrawn,  and  an  alternative 
presented  as  practicable,  one  side  of  which  only,  and  that  the 
inadmissible  side,  is  distinctly  offered,  namely,  of  trial  by  the 
Courts  of  the  captor.  The  other  side  of  the  alternative  would, 
indeed,  remove  our  constitutional  objection,  and  with  it  might 
furnish  the  means  of  removing  the  principal  inherent  objec- 
tion to  the  concession  of  the  right  of  search,  that  by  which 
the  searching  officer  is  under  no  responsible  control  for 
that  act. 

44  But,  in  our  previous  correspondence,  our  strong  repug- 
nance to  the  right  of  search  had  been  adverted  to  merely  as 
matter  of  fact,  without  tracing  it  to  its  source,  or  referring  to 
its  causes.  The  object  of  this  forbearance  had  been  to  avoid 
all  unnecessary  collision  with  feelings  and  opinions  which 
were  not  the  same  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  and  upon  ours. 
They  had  been  willingly  left  undiscussed.  This  letter  of 
Mr.  Canning,  however,  professedly  reviewing  all  the  previous 
correspondence,  for  the  removal  or  avoidance  of  our  objec- 
tions, and  contesting  the  analogy  between  the  right  of  search, 
as  it  had  been  found  obnoxious  to  us,  and  as  now  proposed 
for  our  adoption  by  formal  compact,  1  have  been  under  the 
absolute  necessity  of  pointing  out  the  analogies  really  exist- 
ing between  them,  and  of  shewing  that,  as  right  of  search, 
independent  of  the  right  of  capture,  and  irresponsible  or  res- 
ponsible only  to  the  tribunals  of  the  captor,  it  is,  as  proposed, 
essentially,  liable  to  the  same  objections  as  it  had  been,  when 
exercised  as  a  belligerant  right.  Its  encroaching  character, 
founded  in  its  nature  as  an  irresponsible  exercise  of  force, 
and  exemplified  in  its  extension  from  search  for  contraband 
of  war,  to  search  for  enemies'  property,  and  thence  to  search 
for  men  of  the  searcher's  own  nation,  was  thus  necessarily 


141 

brought  into  view,  and  connected  the  exhibition  of  the  evils 
inherent  in  the  practice,  with  that  of  the  abuses  which  have 
been  found  inseparable  from  it 

We  have  declared  the  slave  trade,  so  far  as  it  may  be  pur- 
sued by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  piracy  ;  and,  as  such, 
made  it  punishable  with  death.  The  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  recommends  negotiation,  to  obtain  the  con- 
sent of  the  civilized  world  to  recognize  it  as  piracy,  under  the 
law  of  nations.  One  of  the  properties  of  that  description  of 
piracies  is,  that  those  who  are  guilty  of  it  may  be  taken  upon 
the  high  seas,  and  tried  by  the  courts  of  every  nation.  But ' 
by  the  prevailing  customary  law,  they  are  tried  only  by  the 
tribunals  of  the  nation  to  which  the  vessel  belongs  in  which 
the  piracy  was  committed.  The  crime  itself  has  been,  how- 
ever, in  modern  times,  oi  so  rare  occurrence,  that  there  is 
no  uniformity  in  the  laws  of  the  European  nations  with  re- 
gard to  this  point,  of  which  we  have  had  Remarkable  and  de- 
cisive proof  within  these  6ve  years,  in  th6  case  of  piracy  and 
murder,  committed  on  board  the  schooner  Plattsburg,  a  mer- 
chant vessel  of  the  United  States.  Nearly  the  whole  of  her 
crew  were  implicated  in  the  crime,  which  was  committed  on 
the  high  seas.  They  carried  the  vessel  into  Christiansand, 
Norway,  there  abandoned  her,  and  dispersed  ;  three  of  them 
were  taken  up  in  Denmark,  one  in  Sweden,  one  at  Dantzig 
in  Prussia,  and  one  in  France.  Those  taken  up  in  Denmark 
and  in  Sweden  were  delivered  up  to  officers  of  the  United 
States,  brought  to  this  country,  tried,  convicted,  and  execut- 
ed. The  man  taken  at  Dantzig,  was,  by  consent  of  the 
Prussian  Government,  sent  to  Elsineur,  and  there  confronted 
with  those  taken  in  Denmark.  The  evidence  against  him  on 
the  examination  was  decisive  ;  but,  as  he  persisted  in  the 
refusal  to  confess  his  guilt,  the  Prussian  Government,  bound 
by  an  established  maxim  of  their  municipal  law,  declined 
either  to  deliver  him  up,  or  to  try  him  themselves,  but  sent 
him  back  to  Dantzig,  there  to  remain  imprisoned  for  life. 
The  French  Government,  upon  advisement  of  the  highest  ju- 
dicial authority  of  the  kingdom,  declined,  also,  either  to  try 
the  man  taken  up  there,  or  to  deliver  him  up,  unless  upon 
proof  of  his  guilt  being  produced  against  him,  at  the  place 
where  he  was  confined  ;  with  which  condition,  it  not  having 
been  in  our  power  to  comply,  the  man  remained  there,  also 
in  prison,  presumably  for  lite.  From  these  incidents  it  is  ap- 
parent that  there  is  no  uniformity  in  the  modes  of  trial,  to 
which  piracy,  by  the  law  of  nations,  is  subjected  in  different 
European  countries  ;  but  that  the  trial  itself  is  considered  as 
the  right  and  the  duty  only  of  the  nation  to  which  the  vessel 
belongs,  on  board  of  which  the  piracy  was  committed.    This 
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was,  however,  a  piracy  committed  on  board  of  a  vessel  by  its 
own  crew.  External  piracies,  or  piracies  committed  by,  and 
from  one  vessel  against  another,  may  be  tried  by  the  courts 
of  any  country,  but  are  more  usually  tried  by  those  of  the 
country,  whose  vessels  have  been  the  sufferers  of  tbe  piracy,  * 
as  many  of  the  Cuba  pirates  have  been  tried  in  the  British 
West  India  Islands,  and  some  of  them  in  our  courts. 

This  principle  we  should  wish  to  introduce  into  the  system, 
by  which  the  slave  trade  should  be  recognized  as  piracy  un- 
der the  law  of  nations  ;  namely,  that,  although  seizable  by  tbe 
officers  and  authorities  of  every  nation,  they  should  be  tria- 
ble only  by  tbe  tribunals  of  the  country  of  the  slave  trading 
vessel.  This  provision  is  indispensable  to  guard  the  innocent 
navigator  against  vexatious  detentions,  and  all  the  evils  of  ar- 
bitrary search.  In  committing  to  foreign  officers  the  power, 
even  in  a  case  of  conventional  piracy,  of  arresting,  confining, 
and  delivering  over  for  trial,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
we  feel  the  necessity  of  guarding  bis  rights  from  all  abuses, 
and  from  the  application  of  any  laws  of  a  country  other  than 
his  own. 

The  draft  of  a  Convention  is  herewith  enclosed,  which,  if 
the  British  Government  should  agree  to  treat  upon  this  sub- 
ject on  the  basis  of  a  Legislative  prohibition  of  the  slave  trade 
by  both  parties,  under  the  penalties  of  piracy,  you  are  autho- 
rized to  propose  and  to  conclude.  These  articles,  however, 
are  hot  offered,  to  tb&  exclusion  of  others  which  may  be 
proposed  on  the  part  of  the  British  Government,  nor  is  any 
one  of  them,  excepting  the  first,  to  be  insisted  on  as  indispen- 
sable, if  others  equally  adapted  to  answer  th£ir  purposes 
should  be  proposed.  It  is  only  from  the  consideration  of  the 
crime  in  the  character  of  piracy,  that  we  can  admit  the  visita- 
tion of  our  merchant  vessels  by  foreign  officers  for  any  pur- 
pose whatever,  and  in  that  case  only  under  the  most  effective 
responsibility  of  the  officer  for  the  act  of  visitation  itself)  and 
for  every  thing  done  under  it. 

If  the  sentiments  of  the  British  Government  should  be 
averse  to  the  principle  of  declaring  the  trade  itself,  by  a  Le- 
gislative act,  piratical,  you  will  not  propose,  or  communi- 
cate to  them,  the  enclosed  project  of  convention.  Its  objects, 
you  will  distinctly  understand,  are  two-fold  :  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives;  and  to 
meet,  explicitly  and  folly,  the  call  so  earnestly  urged  by  the 
British  Government,  that,  in  declining  the  proposals  pressed 
by  them  upon  us,  of  conceding  a  mutual  and  qualified  right  of 
search,  we  should  offer  a  substitute,  for  their  consideration. 
The  substitute,  by  declaring  the  crime  piracy,  carries  with  it 
the  right  of  search  for  the  pirates,  existing  in  the  very  nature 
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of  the  crime-.  But,  to  the  concession  of  the  right  of  search, 
distinct  from  the  denomination  of  the  crime,  our  objections 
remain  in  all  their  original  force. 

It  has  been  intimated  by  Mr.  S.  Canning,  that  the  sugges- 
tion itself,  to  the  British  Government,  of  the  propriety  of 
their  passing  a  Legislative  act,  might  excite  in  them  some  re- 
pugnancy to  it.  We  should  regret  the  excitement  of  this 
feeling,  which  the  very  nature  of  the  negotiation  seems  to 
foreclose.  Besides  the  legislative  enactments  which  have 
virtually  been  pressed  upon  us,  by  all  the  invitatious  to  con- 
cede the  right  of  search,  and  to  subject  our  citizens  to  trial 
for  violations  of  our  own  laws,  by  foreign  tribunals,  Great 
Britain,  in  almost  all  her  slave  trade  treaties,  has  required, 
and  obtained,  express  stipulations,  for  the  enactment  of  prohi- 
bitory laws,  by  France,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  the  Netherlands. 
It  was  not  expected  that  she  would  receive  with  reluctance, 
herself,  a  mere  invitation  to  that  which  she  had  freely  and 
expressly  required  from  others.  Still,  if  the  sentiment  should 
exist,  we  would  forbear  pressing  it  to  the  point  of  irritation, 
by  importunity.  You  will,  in  the  first  instance,  simply  state, 
that,  if  the  British  Government  is  prepared  to  proclaim  the 
slave  trade  piracy,  by  statute,  you  are  authorized  to  propose, 
and  to  conclude,  a  Convention,  by  which  the  mutual  co-ope- 
ration of  the  naval  force  of  Great  Britain  and  of  the  United 
States  may  be  secured,  for  carrying  into  effect  the  Taw,  which 
on  that  contingency,  will  be  common  to  both.  Should  the 
obstacle  to*  the  preliminary  prove  insuperable,  you  will  refer 
the  objections,  on  the  part  of  the  British  cabinet,  to  this  Go- 
vernment, for  consideration. 

By  the  loose  information  hitherto  communicated  in  the  pub- 
lic journals,  it  would  seem  that  the  proposition  for  recogniz- 
ing the  slave  trade  as  piracy,  by  the  Law  of  Nations,  was  dis- 
cussed at  the  Congress  of  Verona.  We  are  expecting  the 
communication  of  the  papers  relating  to  this  subject,  promis- 
ed by  Lord  Liverpool  to  be  laid  before  Parliament.  Hereto- 
fore, although  the  United  States  have  been  ojuch  solicited 
and  urged  to  concur  in  the  measures  of  Great  Britain  and  her 
allies,  for  the  suppression  of  the  trade,  they  have  been  al- 
ways communicated  to  us  as  purposes  consummated,  to  which 
the  accession  of  the  United  States  was  desired.  From  the 
general  policy  of  avoiding  to  intermeddle  in  European  affairs, 
we  have  acquiesced  in  this  course  of  proceeding ;  but,  to 
carry  folly  into  effect  the  late  resolution  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, and  to  pursue  the  discussions,  hereafter,  with 
Great  Britain  herself,  whether  upon  her  proposals  or  upon 
ours,  it  is  obviously  proper,  that  communication  should  be 
made  to  us  of  the  progress  of  European  negotiation,  for  ac 
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complishiug  the  common  purpose,  while  it  is  in  deliberation. 
If  we  are  to  cooperate  in  the  result,  it  is  just  that  we  should 
be  consulted,  at  least,  with  regard  to  the  means  which  we  are 
invited  to  adopt." 

SUPPRESSION  OF  THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 

A  Convention  for  the  suppression  of  Piracy r,  committed  by  the 

African  Slave  Trade. 

Article  1 .  The  two  high  contracting  powers,  having  each 
separately,  by  its  own  laws,  subjected  their  subjects  and  citi- 
zens, who  may  be  convicted  of  carrying  on  the  illicit  traffick 
in  slaves  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  to  the  penalties  of  piracy,  do 
hereby  agree  to  use  their  influence,  respectively,  with  the 
other  maritime  and  civilized  nations  of  the  world,  to  the  end 
that  the  said  African  slave  trade  may  be  recognized,  and  de- 
clared to  be,  piracy,  under  the  law  of  nations. 

Article  2.  It  is  agreed  by  the  two  high  contracting  parties, 
that  the  commanders  and  commissioned  officers  of  either  na- 
tion, duly  authorized  under  the  regulations  and  instructions 
of  their  respective  governments,  to  cruize  on  the  coasts  of 
Africa  of  America,  or  of  the  West  Indies,  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  slave  trade,  shall  be  authorized,  under  the  condi- 
tions, limitations,  and  restrictions,  hereinafter  mentioned,  to 
capture,  and  deliver  over  to  the  duly  authorized  and  commis- 
sioned officers  of  the  other,  any  ship  or  vessel  carrying  on  tuck 
illicit  traffick  in  slaves,  under  the  flag  of  the  said  other  nationfor 
for  the  account  of  their  subjects  or  citizens ,  to  be  sent  in  for  trial 
and  adjudication  by  the  tribunals  of  the  country  to  which  such 
slave  ship  or  vessel  shall  belong.  And  the  said  commanders 
and  commissioned  officers  shall  be  further  authorized  to  car- 
ry, or  send  in,  any  such  slave  trading  ship,  so  by  them  cap- 
tured, into  the  ports  of  the  country  to  which  such  slave  trad- 
ing ship  shall  belong,  for  trial  by  the  tribunals,  and  conformably 
to  the  laws,  of  the  said  country.  But  the  slave  ship,  so  captured, 
shall  not  be  sent  into  the  ports,  or  tried  by  the  tribunals  of 
the  captor. 

Article  3.  If  any  naval  commander,  or  commissioned  officer 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  shall,  on  the  high  seas,  or 
any  where  without  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  said 
Slates,  board,  or  cause  to  be  boarded,  any  merchant  vessel 
of  Great  Britain,  and  visit  the  same  as  a  slave  trader,  or  on 
suspicion  of  her  being  engaged  in  carrying  on  the  illicit  traf- 
fick in  slaves,  in  every  case,  whether  the  said  visited  vessel 
shall  be  captured  and  delivered  over,  or  sent  into  the  ports 
of  her  own  country  for  trial  and  adjudication,  or  not,  the 
boarding  officer  shall  deliver  to  the  master  or  commander  of 
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the  visited  vessel  a  certificate  in  writing,  signed  by  the  said 
boarding  officer  with  his  name,  and  the  addition  of  his  rank 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  the  name  of  the  public 
vessel  of  the  United  States,  and  of  her  commander,  by  whose 
order  the  said  visit  shall  have  been  ordered  ;  and  the  said 
certificate  shall  declare,  that  the  only  object  of  the  said  visit 
is  to  ascertain  whether  the  said  British  merchant  vessel  is 
engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  or  not ;  and  if  found  to  be  so  en- 
gaged, to  take,  and  deliver  her  over  to  the  officers,  or  the 
tribunals  of  her  own  nation,  for  trial  and  adjudication.  And 
the  commander  of  the  said  public  vessel  of  the  United  States 
shall,  when  he  delivers  her  over  to  the  officers  or  tribunals 
of  Great  Britain,  deliver  all  the  papers  found  on  board  of  the 
captured  vessel,  indicating  her  national  character,  and  the 
objects  of  her  voyage,  and  with  them  a  like  certificate  of  vi- 
sitation, in  writing,  signed  by  his  name,  with  the  addition  of 
his  rank  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  and  the  name  of  the 
public  vessel  commanded  by  him,  together  with  the  name 
and  rank  of  the  boarding  officer,  by  whom  the  said  visit  was- 
made.  This  certificate  shall,  also,  specify  all  the  papers  re- 
ceived from  the  master  of  the  vessel  detained,  or  visited,  or 
found  on  board  the  vessel,  and  shall  contain  an  authentic  de- 
claration, exhibiting  the  state  in  which  he  found  the  vessel 
detained,  and  the  changes,  if  any,  which  have  taken  place  in 
it,  and  the  number  of  slaves,  if  any,  found  on  board  at  the 
moment  of  detention.  And  the  same  duties  herein  described 
shall  devolve  upon  every  commander,  or  commissioned  offi- 
cer, of  the  Royal  Navy  of  Great  Britain,  by  whom,  or  by 
whose  order,  any  merchant  vessel  of  the  United  States,  or 
navigating  under  their  flag,  shall  be  visited  for  the  said  pur- 
poses, and  upon  the  boarding  officer  by  whom  the  visit  shall 
be  effected,  on  the  high  seas,  or  any  where  without  the  ter- 
ritorial jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain. 

Article  4.  No  merchant  vessel  of  either  o(  the  contract- 
ing parties,  under  the  convoy  of  a  public  vessel  of  her  own 
nation,  shall,  under  any  circumstances  whatever,  be  captured, 
or  visited  by,  or  from,  any  public  vessel  of  the  other  nation, 
as  being  engaged,  or  on  suspicion  of  being  engaged,  in  the 
slave  trade. 

Article  5.  No  search  shall  be  made  by,  or  under  the 
orders  of,  the  commander  or  boarding  officer  of  any  public 
vessel  of  either  party  visiting  any  merchant  vessel  of  the 
other,  as  being  engaged,  or  under  suspicion  of  being  engaged, 
in  the  slave  trade,  excepting  such  as  may  be  necessary  to 
ascertain  if  there  be  slaves  on  board  for  the  purposes  of  the. 
said  traffic,  or  other  proof  that  the  said  vessel  is  so  engaged*. 
No  person  shall  be  taken  oat  of  the  said  visited  or  captured 
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merchant  vessel  of  either  nation,  by  the  commanding  office^ 
of  the  visiting  vessel,  or  under  his  order.  Nor  shall  any  part 
of  the  cargo  of  the  said  visited  vessel  be  removed  out  of  her, 
until  delivered  over  to  the  officers,  or  tribunals,  of  her  own 

nation.  . 

Article  6.     When   a   merchant  vessel  of  either  nation 
shall  be  captured,  as  being  engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  by'any 
commander,  or  commissioned  officer,  of  the  Navy  of  the  other 
nation,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commander  of  any  public 
ship  of  the  Navy  of  the  nation  to  which  the  captured  vessel 
shall  belong,  upon  the  offer  thereof  being  made  to  him  by  the 
commander  of  the  capturing  vessel,  to  receive  into  his  cus- 
tody the  vessel  so  captured,  and  to  carry,  or  send,  the  same 
into  the  ports  of  his  own  country,  for  trial  and  adjudication. 
And  at  the  time  of  the  delivery  of  the  said  vessel,  an  authen- 
'  tic  declaration  shall  be  drawn  up,  m  triplicates,  signed  by  both 
the  commanders  of  the  delivering  and  of  the  receiving  ves- 
sels, one  copy  of  which  shall  be  kept  by  each  of  them,  stating 
the  circumstances  of  the  delivery;  the  condition  of  the  ves- 
sel captured,  at  the  time  of  the  deHvery ;  the  number  of  slaves, 
if  any,  on  board  of  her  ;  a  list  of  all  the  papers  received,  or 
found  on  board  of  her  at  the  time  of  capture,  arid   delivered 
over  with  her,  and  the  names  of  the  master,   or  commander, 
of  the  captured  vessel,  and  of  every  person  on  board  of  her, 
oth.  r  than  the  slaves,  at  the  said  time  of  delivery  ;  and  the 
third  copy  of  the  said  declaration  shall   be  transmitted  with 
the  said  captured  vessel,  and  the  papers  found  on  board  of 
her,  to  one  of  the  ports  of  the  country  to  which  the  said  cap- 
tured vessel  shall  belong,  to  be  produced  before  the  tribunal 
appointed,  or  authorized,  to  decide  upon  the  said  capture  ; 
and  the  commander  of  the  said  capturing  vessel  shall  be  au- 
thorized to  send  the  boarding  officer,  and  one  or  two  of  his 
crew,  with  the  said  captured  vessel,  to  appear  as  witnesses 
of  the  facts  in  relation  to  her  capture  and  detention,  before 
the  said  tribunal.     The  reasonable  expenses  of  which  wit- 
nesses, in  proceeding  to  the  place  of  trial,  during  their  neces- 
sary detention  there,  and  for  their  return  to  their  own  coun- 
try, or  to  rejoin  their  station  in  its  service,  shall  be  allowed 
by  the  tribunal  of  trial ;  and  in  case  of  the  condemnation  of 
the  captured  vessel,  be   defrayed  from  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale  thereof,  and  in  case  of  the  acquittal  of  the  said  vessel, 
they  shall  be  paid  by  the  government  of  the  capturing  officer. 

Jlrtkle  7.  The  commander  or  commissioned  officer,  of 
the  Navy  of  either  of  the  contracting  parties,  having  captured 
a  merchant  vessel  of  the  other  as  being  engaged  in  the  slave 
trade,  if  there  be  no  public  vessel  of  the  nation  to  which  the 
«aid  captured  vessel  belongs,  cruizing  upon  the  same  station. 
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to  the  commander  of  whom  tbe  said  captured  vessel  may  he 
delivered  over  as  stipulated  in  the  preceding  article,  shall 
carry  or  send  the  said  captured  vessel  to  some  convenient 
port  of  her  own  country,  there  to  be  delivered  up  to  the  com- 
petent  tribunal,  for  trial  and  adjudication.  And  the  said  cap- 
tured vessel  shall  there  be  libelled,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of 
the  captors  ;  and  in  case  ofthe  condemnation  of  the  said  ves- 
sel, tbe  proceeds  of  the  sale  thereof  and  of  her  cargo,  if  also 
condemned,  shall  be  paid  to  the  commander  of  the  said  cap- 
turing vessel,  for  the  benefit  of  the  captors  ;  to  be  distributed 
according  to  the  established  rules  of  the  service  ofthe  nation 
to  which  such  capturing  vessel  shall  belong,  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  prize  money. 

Article  8.  Tbe  captain,  or  commander  and  crew,  of  the  said 
vessel  so  captured  and  sent  in  for  trial  and  adjudication,  shall 
be  proceeded  against  conformably  to  the  laws  of  the  country, 
whereinto  they  shall  be  so  brought  upon  the  charge  of  piracy, 
by  being  engaged  in  the  African  slave  trade  ;  and  the  cap- 
tain, or  commander,  the  boarding  officer,  and  other  persons 
belonging  to  the  capturing  vessel,  shall  be  competent  wit- 
nesses to  the  facts  relating  to  the  said  charge  and  to  the  cap- 
ture of  the  said  vessel,  to  which  they  shall  be  personally 
knowing :  But  every  such  witness,  upon  the  criminal  trial  for 
piracy,  shall  be  liable  to  be  challenged  by  the  person  accused, 
aod  set  aside  as  incompetent,  unless  he  shall  release  and  re- 
nounce all  his  individual  claim  to  any  part  ofthe  prize  money, 
upon  the  condemnation  ofthe  vessel  and  cargo. 

Article  9.  It  is  agreed  between  the  high  contracting  par- 
ties, that  the  right  of  visiting,  capturing,  and  delivering  over 
for  trial,  the  vessels  engaged  in  the  African  slave  trade,  and 
assuming  their  respective  flags,  is  mutually  conceded  to  the 
officers  of  their  respective  Navies,  on  the  consideration  that 
they  have,  by  their  respective  laws,  declared  their  citizens 
and  subjects,  actively  participating  in  the  said  traffic,  guilty  of 
the  crime  of  piracy. 

That  no  part  of  this  Convention  shall  be  so  construed  as 
to  authorize  tbe  detention,  search,  or  visitation,  of  the  mer- 
chant vessels  of  either  nation,  by  the  public  officers  of  tbe 
Navy  ofthe  other,  except  vessels  engaged  in  the  African 
slave  trade,  or  tor  any  other  purpose  whatever^  than  that  of 
seizing  and  delivering  up  the  persons  and  vessels  concerned 
in  that  traffic,  for  trial  and  adjudication,  by  the  tribunals  and 
laws  of  their  own  country. 

Article  10.  It  is  further  agreed,  that  this  right  of  visiting, 
detaining,  and  delivering  over  for  trial,  vessels  engaged  in  the 
slave  trade,  shall  be  exercised  only  by  the  commissioned  of- 
ficers ofthe  Navy  of  the  parties,  respectively,  furnished  with 
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instructions  from  their  respective  governments,  for  the  exe- 
cution of  their  respective  laws  for  the  suppression  of  the 
slave  trade.  That  the  boarding  officer,  and  the  captain,  or 
commander,  of  the  vessel  exercising  these  rights, '  or  either 
of  them,  shall  be  personally  responsible  in  damages  and  costs 
to  the  master  and  owners  of  every  merchant  vessel  so  by 
them  delivered  over,  detained,  or  visited,  for  every  vexations 
or  abusive  exercise  of  the  right.  In  the  case  of  every  vessel 
delivered  over,  as  herein  stipulated,  for  trial,  the  tribunal 
shall  be  competent  to  receive  the  complaint  of  the  master, 
owner,  or  owners,  or  of  any  person  on  board  of  such  captur- 
ed vessel,  or  interested  in  the  property  of  her  cargo  at  the 
time  of  her  detention,  and  on  suitable  proof  of  such  vexatious 
or  abusive  detention  or  visitation,  to  award  reasonable  dama- 
ges and  costs  to  the  sufferers,  to  be  paid  by  the  said  command- 
ing or  boarding  officer,  or  either  of  them,  so  charged  with 
vexatious  or  abusive  detention,  or  visit.  And  the  high  con- 
tracting parties  agree,  that  their  respective  governments 
shall,  in  every  such  case,  cause  payment  to  be  made  of  all 
such  damages  and  costs  so  awarded,  to  the  persons  so  entitled 
to  receive  them,  within  twelve  months  from  the  date  of  such 
award.  And  if  any  case  of  such  vexatious  or  abusive  deten- 
tion, or  visit,  should  occur,  in  which  the  vessel  detained  or 
visited  shall  not  be  delivered  over  for  trial  and  adjudication, 
as  herein  provided,  the  commander  and  boarding  officer  by 
whom  such  vexatious  and  abusive  detention,  or  visit,  shall 
have  been  made,  shall,  also,  be  responsible  in  costs  and  dam- 
ages to  the  sufferers,  upon  complaint  before  the  competent 
Admiralty  Court  of  the  country  of  the  said  commander  and 
boarding  officer.  And  the  respective  governments  shall,  in 
like  manner,  cause  payment  to  be  made  of  any  damages  and 
costs  awarded  by  said  court,  within  twelve  months  from  the 
date  of  the  award. 

Article  11.  A  copy  of  this  Convention,  and  of  the  laws 
of  the  two  countries  actually  in  force,  for  the  prohibition  and 
suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade,  shall  be  furnished  to 
every  commander  of  the  public  vessels,  instructed  to  carry 
into  effect  such  prohibition.  And  in  case  any  such  command- 
ing officer  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  or  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, shall  deviate  in  any  respect  from  the  dispositions  of  this 
treaty,  and  from  the  instructions  of  his  government,  conform- 
able to  it,  the  government  which  shall  conceive  itself  to  be 
wronged  by  such  conduct,  shall  be  entitled  to  demand  repara- 
tion ;  and  in  such  case  the  government  of  the  nation,  to  the 
service  of  which  he  may  belong,  binds  itself  to  cause  inquiry 
to  be  made  into  the  subject  of  the  complaint,  and  to  inflict  up- 
on him,  if  he  be  found  to  have  deserved  it,  a  punishment 
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proportioned  to  the  transgression  which  may  hare  been  com- 
mitted. 

Article  12.  The  present  treaty,  consisting  of ar- 
ticles, shall  be  ratified,  and  the  ratifications  exchanged  within 
one  year  from  this  date,  or  sooner,  if  possible. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  respective  Plenipotentiaries  have 
signed  the  same,  and  thereunto  affixed  their  seals. 

Done  at  ■,  the day  of ,  in  the  year  of  our 

Lord,  ' 


Jlfr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Middleton. — No.  17. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  28th  July,  1823. 

Sir  ;  At  the  close  of  the  last  Session  of  Congress,  a  reso- 
lution was  adopted  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  almost 
unanimously,  requesting  "  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  enter  upon,  and  to  prosecute,  from  time  to  time,  such  nego- 
tiations with  the  several  maritime  powers  of  Europe  and 
America,  as  he  may  deem  expedient,  for  the  effectual  aboli- 
tion of  the  African  slave  trade,  and  its  ultimate  denunciation 
as  piracy,  under  the  law  of  nations,  by  the  consent  of  the  civi- 
lized world  n"  • 

In  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  instructions  for  carrying  it 
into  effect  have  been  given  to  the  Ministers  of  the  United 
States,  destined  to  the  Republics  of  Colombia  and  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  and  to  the  Minister  who  has  recently  'departed  for 
Spain.  But,  as  a  negotiation  for  co-operation  to  effect  the 
suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade,  had  already  been  com- 
menced with  Great  Britain,  a  special  instruction  upon  the 
subject  was  forwarded  to  Mr.  Rush,  together  with  a  full  pow- 
er, and  a  draft  of  a  Convention,  to  be  proposed,  in  substance, 
to  that  government,  and  which  he  has  been  authorized  to 
conclude. 

A  copy  of  that  instruction  and  draft  are  herewith  enclosed1; 
the  general  terms  of  which  you  will  communicate,  at  such 
time,  and  in  such  manner,  to  the  Imperial  Russian  Govern- 
ment, as  you  shall  think  proper. 

You  will,  also,  communicate  to  them  the  purport  of  the  re- 
solution of  the  House  of  Representatives,  above  cited,  and 
copies  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  prohibiting  the  slave 
trade.  Tou  will  particularly  invite  their  attention  to  the  two 
sections  of  the  Act  of  the  15th  May,  1820,  by  which  this  of- 
fence, when  committed  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  is 
subjected  to  the  penalties  of  piracy. 

The  proposal  that  this  principle  should  be  recognized  by 
the  general  consent  of  civilized  nations,  recommended  by  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  appears  to  be 
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substantially  the  same  with  that  made  by  Great  Britaio  at  the 
Congress  of  Veroua.  It  was  not  acceded  to  by  any  one  of  the 
other  powers  there  assembled,  and  the  conferences  on  this 
subject  terminated  thereby  a  mere  renewal  of  the  joint  de- 
claration against  the  traffic,  of  the  Congress  at  Vienna.  So 
long  as  the  trade  shall  not  be  recognized  as  piracy  by  the  law 
of  nations,  we  cannot,  according  to  oar  Constitution,  subject 
our  citizens  to  trial  for  being  engaged  in  it,  by  any  tribunal 
other  than  those  of  the  United  States. 

The  admission  of  the  crime  as  piracy  by  the  law  of  nations, 
would  seem  necessarily  to  subject  the  perpetrators  of  it  to 
capture,  by  the  armed  force  of  every  nation.  And  this  might 
endanger  the  lawful  commerce  of  the  maritime  nations,  by 
subjecting  them  to  the  abuses  of  vexatious  searches,  without 
some  special  pro  vis.  on  to  guard  against  them. 

This  is  the  object  of  the  stipulations  proposed  in  the  draft 
herewith  transmitted  ;  requiring  that  all  vessels  of  one  na- 
tion which  may  be  captured,  as  slave  traders,  by  the  cruizers 
of  another,  should  be  delivered  over  for  trial,  to  the  tribunals 
of  their  own  country. 

You  will  see  that  Mr.  Rush  is  instructed  to  correspond  with 
you  upon  this  subject.  If  the  draft  of  the  articles  enclosed 
should  lead  to  the  conclusion  of  a  Convention  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  a  communication  of  it  to  the 
Russian  Government  will  be  made  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
we  shall  propose  that  his  Imperial  Majesty's  accession  to  it,  if 
agreeable  to  him,  shall  be  invited. 

In  the  mean  time  you  will  informally  suggest  to  his  minis- 
try, that  it  will  be  the  desire  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  proceed  in  this  matter,  in  perfect  good  understand- 
ing and  harmony  with  them  ;  and  you  will  farther  intimate 
that,  as  this  has  now  become  a  general  concern  of  the  whole 
civilized  world,  and  as  Great  Britain  is  negotiating,  jointly  and' 
severally,  with  each  and  every  of  her  allies  in  Europe,  apart, 
and  again  with  them  all  together,  while  she  is  also  separately 
treating  with  us,  we  wish  it  to  be  considered  whether  it  would 
not  be  expedient  on  all  sides,  that  communication  should  be 
made  to  us  of  all  the  jointly  concerted  measures  while  they 
are  mere  proposals ;  and  not  that  the  knowledge  of  them 
should  be  withheld  from  us,  until  they  are  matured  into  posi- 
tive treaties. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  Sir,  your  very  humble  and  obe- 
dient servant,  JOHN  QJJJNCY  ADAMS. 
Henry  Middleton,  * 

Envoy  Extraordinary,  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the 

United  States,  at  St.  Petersburg. 
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Mr.  Mams  to  Mr.  Everett. — No.  10- 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  August  8 tb,  1823. 

Sir  :  At  the  close  of  the  last  Session  of  Congress,  a  ref- 
lation was  adopted,  almost  unanimously,  by  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives/' That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  enter  upon,  and  to  prosecute,  from  time  to  time 
sticb  negotiations,  with  the  several  maritime  powers  of  Eu- 
rope and  America,  as  he  may  deem  expedient,  for  the  effec- 
tual abolition  of  the  African  Slave  Trade,  and  its  ultimate 
denunciation  as  piracy,  under  the  law  of  nations,  by  the  con- 
sent of  the  civilized  world." 

In  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  instructions  for  carrying  it 
into  effect  have  been  given  to  the  ministers  of  the  United  r 
States,  destined  to  the  Republics  of  Colombia  and  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  and  to  the  several   ministers  of  the  United  States  in 
Europe. 

As  a  negotiation  for  co-operation,  to  effect  the  suppression 
of  the  African  slave  trade,  had  already  been  commenced  with 
Great  Britain,  a  special  instruction  upon  the  subject  has  been 
forwarded  to  Mr.  Rush,  together  with  a  full  power,  and  a 
draft  of  a  Convention  to  be  proposed,  in  substance,  to  the  Bri- 
tish government,  and  which  he  is  authorized  to  conclude. 

A  necessary  preliminary  to  the  conclusion  of  this  proposed 
Convention,  should  it  meet  the  assent  of  the  British  govern- 
ment, will  be  the  enactment  of  a  statute  declaring  the  crime 
of  African  slave  trading,  piraGy  by  the  British  law.  In  Jhat 
event,  it  is  proposed,  by  proper  co-operation,  that  the  influ- 
ence of  the  two  powers  should  be  exerted,  to  obtain  the  con- 
sent of  other  nations  to  the  general  outlawry  of  this  traffick, 
as  piracy.  In  the  mean  time  to  give,  at  once,  effect  to  the 
concert  of  both  nations,  it  is  proposed  that  the  armed  vessels 
of  both,  duly  authorized  and  instructed,  shall  have  power  to 
capture  the  Slave  trading  vessels  which  may  assume  the  flag 
of  either,  and,  if  not  of  their  own  nation,  to  deliver  over  the 
captured  slave  trader  to  the  officers,  or  tribunals  of  his  own 
country,  for  trial  and  adjudication. 

This  principle  is  essential,  as  connected  with  that  of  con- 
stituting the  traffick  piracy,  by  the  law  of  nations.  So  long 
as  the  offence  was  considered  as  of  inferior  magnitude,  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  forbade  the  submission  of  it, 
when  charged  upon  their  citizens  to  any  foreign  tribunal : 
and  when  the  crime  and  the  punishment  are  aggravated,  to 
involve  the  life  of  the  accused,  it  affords  but  a  more  impera- 
tive inducement  for  securing  to  him  the  benefit  of  a  trial  by 
bis  countrymen  and  his  peers. 

It  appears  that,  at  the  conferences  of  Verona,  the  proposi- 
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tfon  was  made  by  the  British  government,  that  the  slave  trade 
should  be  recognised  and  proclaimed  as  piracy  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions. We  have,  therefore,  reason  to  hope,  that  the  proposal 
now  made  to  them,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  will  be 
favourably  considered  by  them.  In  that  case,  further  com* 
munications  on  the  subject,  with  other  governments,  will 
ensue. 

In  the  mean  time,  to  fulfil  the  intentions  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  in  relation  to  the  Netherlands,  you  will 
communicate  to  their  government  a  copy  of  the  resolution, 
together  with  copies  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  prohi- 
biting the  slave  trade,  with  particular  notice  of  the  two  sec- 
tions of  the  act  of  15th  May,  1820,  by  which  the  crime  of 
being  concerned  in  the  African  slave  trade,  when  committed 
by  citizens  of  the  United  Stales,  is  declared  to  be,  and  is  made 
punishable  as  for  piracy.  And  you  will  announce  the  readi- 
ness of  the  American  government,  should  it  suit  the  views  of 
His  Majesty,  the  King  of  the  Netherlands,  to  enter  upon  a 
negotiation,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  object 
of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  ;  namely, 
the  denunciation  of  the  African  slave  trade  as  piracy,  by  the 
law  of  nations. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  very  humble  and  obedi- 
ent servant,  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

Alexander  H.  Everett,  Esq. 

Charge  oVJiffaires  U.  S.  to  the  Netherlands 


Extracts  of  a  letter,  No.  6, from  Mr.  Adams  to  General  Dear- 
born, Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
of  the  United  States,  at  Lisbon,  dated 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  August  14,  1823. 

"  At  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  a  resolution 
was  adopted,  almost  unanimously,  by  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives— 

" '  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
to  enter  upoo,  and  to  prosecute,  from  time  to  time,  sucji  ne- 
gotiations with  the  several  maritime  powers  of  Europe  and 
America,  as  he  may  deem  expedient,  for  the  effectual  aboli- 
tion of  the  African  slave  trade,  and  its  ultimate  denunciation 
as  piracy,  under  the  law  of  nations,  by  the  consent  of  the  ci- 
vilized world.' 

'•  A  negotiation,  for  concerting  measures  of  co-operation  to 
effect  the  suppression  of  the  African  *lave  trade,  had  already 
for  several  years  been  pending  with  Great  Britain  ;  for  which 
reason,  a  special  instruction  has  been  transmitted  to  Mr. 
Rush,  together  with  a  full  power,  and  a  draft  of  a  convention 
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'to  be  proposed,  in  substance,  to  the  British  government,  and 
which  he  is  authorized  to  conclude* 

44  Should  this  proposal  meet  the  assent  of  the  British  go- 
vernment, a  necessary  preliminary  to  the  conclusion  of  the 
convention  will  be  the  passage  of  an  act  of  Parliament,  de- 
claring the  crime  of  African  slave  trading,  when  committed 
by  British  subjects,  piracy.  An  act  of  Congress  to  that  effect, 
as  relates  to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  has  been  in  force, 
as  you  are  aware,  these  three  years.  When  the  crime  shall 
have  been  constituted  piracy  by  the  statute  law  of  both  coun- 
tries, each  with  reference  to  its  own  citizens,  or  subjects,  the 
principle  offered  by  the  projected  convention  is,  that  the 
armed  vessels  of  each,  specially  empowered  and  instructed  to 
that  end,  shall  lje  authorized  to  capture  slave  trading  vessels, 
assuming  the  flag  of  the  other,  and  to  deliver  over  the  cap- 
tared  vessels  to  the  public  cruizers,  or  to  the  tribunals,  of 
their  own  country,  for  trial.  This  plan  is  offered  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  that  which  was  offered  to  us  by  Great  Britain, 
which  was  predicated  on  the  treaties  already  concluded  be- 
tween that  power  and  Spain,  Portugal,  and  the  Netherlands/ 
The  leading  principle  of  these  treaties  was  the  mutual  con- 
cession of  the  right  of  maritime  search,  in  time  of  peace,  to 
the  armed  vessels  of  both,  cruising  for  slave  traders,  and  a 
mixed  .court  of  commissioners  and  arbitrators,  sitting  in  colo- 
nial possessions  of  the  parties,  for  the  trial  of  the  delinquents. 
To  this  system  the  United  States  have  steadily  declined  to 
accede,  for  two  reasons  :  One,  because  they  had  an  invinci- 
ble repugnance  to  subject  their  merchant  vessels  to  the  ma- 
ritime search  of  foreign  officers,  in  time  of  peace  ;  and  the 
other,  because  they  could  not  subject  their  citizens  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  foreign  tribunals,  upon  trials  for  offences  against 
their  laws. 

44  At  the  conferences  of  Verona,  the  British  government 
appears  to  have  proposed,  that  the  African  slave  trade  should 
be  declared  piracy  by  the  law  of  nations.  This  is  the  same 
proposition  recommended  by  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States.  The  ultimate  object 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  Great  Britain,  therefore,  is  the 
jame." 

44  The  negotiations  suggested  by  the  resolution  of  the 
Jiouse,  must  depend,  materially,  for  their  character  and  pro- 
gress, with  reference  to  other  powers,  upon  the  event  of 
that  which  is  thus  pending  with  Great  Britain.  The  instruc- 
tions to  the  ministers  of  the  United  States  in  other  countries 
have,  therefore,  been  only  of  a  general  character." 

44  Portugal  is  the  only  maritime  power  of  Europe,  which 
lias  not  yet  declared  the  Africa?  slave  trade,  without  excep- 
ts 


154 

tion,  unlawful.  Her  own  internal  situation  has,  perhaps,  re- 
cently tended  to  diminish  the  influence  of  those  interests,  which 
have  heretofore  prevailed  to  delay  and  postpone  her  acqui- 
escence in  the  principle  of  total  proscription  upon  that  trade  : 
It  is  hoped  that  she  will  not  much  longer  resist  the  predomi- 
nating spirit  of  the  age,  calling  so  loudly  upon  the  Rulers  of 
mankind,  effectually  to  put  down  the  crying  sin  of  that  abomi- 
nable traffic. 

"  In  communicating  to  the  Portuguese  government  copies 
of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  prohibiting  the  slave  trade,  you  will 
state,  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  will  be  ready 
to  enter,  at  any  time,  when  it  may  suit  the  views  of  that  of 
Portugal,  upon  the  negotiation  contemplated*  by  the  resolu- 
tion." 


Mr.  Rush  to  Mr.  Adams,  giving  him  the  substance  of  a  conversa- 
tion with  Mr.  Conning,  [Extracts.] 

"  London,  October  9,  1823. 

"  This  latter  subject,"  (the  slave  trade)  "  he  said  it  was 
his  wish  to  take  in  hand  with  me  himself,  and  thus  keep  it 
detached  from  the  general  negotiation." 

"  Whilst  we  were  speaking  of  the  mode  of  taking  up  the 
question  of  the  slave  trade,  1  did  not  scruple  to  intimate,  even 
at  this  early  stage,  that  unless  this  Government  was  prepared 
to  say,  that  it  would  cause  a  statute  to  be  passed,  declaring  the 
trade  by  its  own  subjects  to  be  piracy,  and  rendering  it  pun* 
ishable  as  such,  in  manner,  as  had  been  done  by  the  United 
States,  that  I  was  not  authorized  to  make  any  proposals  upon 
the  subject ;  that  this,  in  fact,  was  the  only  basis  upon  which 
it  fell  within  the  intentions  of  my  Government  to  attempt  any 
arrangement  of  the  subject  whatever.  1  was  happy  to  hear 
Mr.  Canning  say,  in  reply,  that  he  did  not,  speaking  from  his 
first  impressions,  see  any  insurmountable  obstacle,  upon  this 
score,  to  our  proceeding  with  the  subject." 

Extractfrom  No.  11  of  Mr.  Sheldon,  Charge  oV  Affaires  of  the 
United  States  at  Paris,  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

"Paris,  October  16,  1823. 

"  In  the  same  conference,  I  also  informed  Mr.  de  Chateau- 
briand of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  re- 
specting the  slave  trade,  which  made  the  subject  of  your  des- 
patch, No.  2,  of  the  14th  of  August.  He  repeated,  in  sub- 
stance, what  he  had  before  stated  to  Mr.  Gallatin  in  conver- 
sation, viz.  that  the  French  government  were  sincerely  de- 
sirous of  putting  an  end  to  that  trade,  and  were  taking  all  the 
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measures  in  their  power  to  effect  it  by  pursuing  offenders,  and 
•  executing  rigidly  the  Jaws  now  in  existence ;  but  that  the 
public  opinion,  generally,  in  France,  and  more  especially  in 
the  Chambers,  was  against  it,  owing  not  only  to  the  preva- 
lence of  the  colonial  interest  in  the  question,  but  particularly 
to  the  circumstances  under  which  their  stipulations  with  Eng- 
land upon  this  subject  had  been  made;  so  tender  were  they 
upon  this  point,  that  the  proposition  of  adding  new  rigors  to 
their  laws,  would  be  taken  as  a  new  concession  to  that  power, 
and,  instead  of  being  adopted  in  the  Chambers,  would  be  more 
likely  to  provoke  an  attempt  to  repeal  the  prohibitory  mea- 
sures already  established,  in  order  to  rid  themselves,  in  that 
way,  of  one  of  the  charges  imposed  upon  them  by  the  foreign 
occupation  ;  that  time  was  necessary  to  wear  away  these  im- 
pressions ;  and  until  that  should  have  arrived,  no  minister  in 
France  could  be  strong  enough,  upon  this  point,  to  do  more 
than  to  watch  over  the  execution  of  the  laws  already  in  force, 
which  they  were  now  disposed  to  do  fully  and  faithfully,  and 
which,  if  not  entirely  efficient,  at  least  made  the  prosecution 
of  the  trade  under  the  French  flag  hazardous  and  difficult. 

"  At  present,  therefore,  it  is  nctt  probable  that  France  will 
consent  to  the  proposal  of  the  President,  to  enter  upon  the 
negotiation  contemplated  by  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives.  1  have,  however,  made  the  proposal,  in 
obedience  to  your  directions  ;  and  have  the  honour  to  enclose 
a  copy  of  the  letter  to  Viscount  de  Chateaubriand,  in  which 
1  have  communicated  to  him  that  resolution." 


Extracts  from  No.  14  of  Mr.  Sheldon,  Charge  d'affaires,  to  the 

Secretary  of  State,  dated 

"  Paris,  November  5, 1823. 

"  I  have  received  answers  from  Viscount  de  Chateaubri- 
and, on  the  subject  of  the  new  and  more  effective  measures 
proposed  against  the  slave  trade." 

"  On  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade,  the  answer  manifests  a 
disposition  to  adopt  such  new  provisions  as  may  be  found  ne- 
cessary for  its  more  effectual  suppression  ;  and  this  disposi- 
tion really  exists  ;  but,  after  what  Mr.  de  Chateaubriand  had 
stated  in  conversation,  and  which  1  have  already  communi- 
cated, these  new  and  more  rigorous  legislative  provisions  can 
only  be  introduced  gradually,  and  some  time  will  be  required 
for  effecting  that  purpose." 

Mr.  Sheldon  to  the  Viscount  de  Chateaubriand. 

Paris,  October  15, 1823. 

Sir  :  The  minister  of  the  United  States  to  this  Court  had, 


156 


sometime  before*  he  left  Paris,  transmitted  to  your  Excellency 
copies  of  the  laws  successively  adopted  by  the  United  States  ■ 
for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade.  This  communication 
was  intended  for  the  special  purpose  of  tnaking  the  French 
government  acquainted  with  the  fact,  that,  so  far  as  the  Uni- 
ted States  were  concerned,  their  legislation  upon  this  subject 
had  been  ineffectual ;  that  their  laws  had  been  violated,  Jtnd 
the  trade  had  continued,  until  they  had  denounced  against  it 
the  highest  punishment  that  a  human  tribunal  can  inflict. — 
Since  it  has  been  declared  to  be  piracy,  and  punishable  with 
death,  the  American  flag  has  no  longer  been  soiled  with  it. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  that  body,  desirous  that 
the  co-operation  of  the  other  maritime  powers  might  be  ob- 
tained in  measures  which  we  had  found  to  be  so  effectual, 
formally  requested  the  President  to  enter  upon,  and  prose- 
cute, negotiations  with  those  powers,  to  that  end.  I  have 
the  honour  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  resolution  adopted,  with 
great  unanimity,  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  upon  that 
subject :  and  I  am  directed  to  declare,  that  the  President  is 
ready  to  enter  upon  the  negotiation  contemplated  by  it  with 
France,  whenever  it  may  be  agreeable  to  her.  Instructions 
to  the  same  effect  have  been  given  to  all  the  ministers  of  the 
United  States  accredited  to  foreign  powers,  and  the  favourable 
results  which  are  hoped  from  them  will  be  made  known  at 
the  earliest  opportunities,  to  the  French  government.  It  may 
be  expected  that  a  co-operation  in  measures  equally  effectual 
with  those  heretofore  brought  forward  for  the  suppression  of 
this  trade,  and  not  open  to  similar  objections,  will  be  general- 
ly and  readily  afforded.  I  beg  to  offer  to  your  Excellency 
the  renewed  assurances,  &c.  &c.  D.  SHELDON. 


[translation.] 
Viscount  de  Chateaubriand  to  Mr.  Sheldon. 

Paris,  October  29,  1823. 

3m  .'  Yon  did  me  the  honour  of  writing  me,  on  the  15th 
of  this  month,  that  the  Goverment  of  the  United  States  had 
only  attained  the  effectual  suppression  of  the  slave  trade  by 
making  it  piracy,  and  by  rendering  those  guilty  of  it  liable  to 
the  same  punishment.  You  have,  at  the  same  time,  inform- 
ed me,  that  that  Government  was  disposed  to  co-operate  with 
the  other  powers,  by  negotiating  to  attain,  by  the  same  means, 
the  complete  and  general  abolition  of  this  traffic. 

The  communication  which  you  did  me  the  honour  to  ad- 
dress to  roe,  cannot  but  deserve  great  consideration.  1  have 
requested  the  Keeper  of  the  Seals  to  review,  with  great 
care,  the  laws  and  ordinances  which  have  been  made  ip 
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Fraoce,  for  obtaining  the  abolition  of  the  trade  :  to  certify, 
after  this  examination,  in  what  points  they  may  be  insufficient, 
and  to  propose,  for  completing  then,  in  case  of  need,  all  the 
new  dispositions  which  might  accjrd  with  the  independence 
and  rights  of  the  dag,  and  which  might  appear  most  proper 
to  assure,  in  France,  in  an  efficacious  manner,  the  absolute 
cessation  of  a  traffic  so  contrary  to  the  rights  of  humanity. 
Accept,  sir,  the  assurances,  &c. 

CHATEAUBRIAND. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Everett,  Charge  oV  Affaires,  to  the 

Secretary  of  State,  dated 

"  Brussels,  November  20,  1833. 

"  I  have  received  from  the  Baron  de  Nagell,  a  preliminary 
answer  to  my  note  of  the  7th,  upon  the  slave  trade,  of  which 
I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  copy." 

[translation.] 
Mr.  Everett  to  Baron  de  Nagtll. 

Brussels,  November  7, 1823. 

Sir  :  I  haye  the  honour  to  subjoin  to  your  Excellency,  by 
order  of  my  government,  a  printed  copy  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  which  forbid  their  citizens  to  pursue  the  slave; 
trade ;  also,  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives of  the  8th  of  February,  1823,  by  which  the 
President  is  requested  to  concert,  with  the  maritime  powers 
of  Europe  and  of  America,  the  measures  which  may  be  most 
proper  to  effect  the  abolition  of  that  trade,  and  to  make  it, 
by  the  universal  consent  of  the  civilized  world,  equivalent 
to  the  crime  of  piracy. 

Your  Excellency  will  remark,  that  it  is  already  viewed  in 
this  light  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  The  act  of  1 5th  of 
March,  1820,  declares,  (sect.  4  and  5)  that  the  persons  sub- 
ject to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  republic,  who  shall  be  engaged 
in  the  •  slave  trade,  either  by  seizing  these  unfortunates  by 
force,  or  fraud,  and  carrying  them  on  board  their  vessels,  or 
by  keeping  them  there,  and  making  them  an  object  of  traffic, 
^hall  be  deemed  pirates,  and  punished  with  death. 

In  fact,  this  pretended  commerce  bears  all  the  character- 
istics of  piracy  :  that  is,  of  felony  committed  on  the  sea.  And, 
as  it  has  been  denounced  as  a  crime  by  the  greater  part  of 
civilized  nations,  it  ought  to  fall  into  the  particular  class  of 
crimes  to  which  it  naturally  belongs,  and  undergo  the  penal- 
ties which  the  usage  and  the  law  of  nations  impose  upon 
*them.  An  unanimous  declaration  of  the  Christian  powers,  to 
this  effect,  would  inevitably  produce  the  entire  cessation  of 
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the  trade.  The  public  ships  of  each  power  would  then  be 
authorized,  by  the  law  of  nations,  to  cruize  against  the  per- 
iods  who  might  be  engaged  in  it,  without  regard  to  the  colour 
of  the  flag  with  which  they  might  pretend  to  be  sheltered. 
Whilst,  if  the  trade  is  only  regarded,  in  each  country,  as  an 
offence  against  the  municipal  laws,  it  would  be  lawful  for  any 
one  nation  alone,  by  permitting  it,  to  afford  an  asylum  under 
its  flag,  to  the  pirates  of  all  the  others. 

The  known  character  of  the  King,  and  the  zeal  which  his 
Majesty  has  already  displayed  in  bis  efforts  to  bring  ab6ut  the 
abolition  of  this  infamous  commerce,  furnishes  a  presumption 
to  the  government  of  the  United  Slates,  that  that  of  the  Low 
Countries  will  voluntarily  co-operate  with  it  to  that  effect.  In 
communicating  to  your  Excellency  the  subjoined  papers,  and 
in  praying  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  them  before  the  King, 
I  am  charged  to  announce  to  him  the  desire  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  obtain  the  co-operation  of  his  Majesty 
in  this  work  of  justice,  and  to  establish  a  concert  between 
the  two  powers,  in  the  measures  which  they  may  pursue,  in 
common,  to  render  the  slave  trade  equivalent  to  the  crime  of 
piracy,  by  the  universal  consent  of  the  Christian  world. 

I  eageily  embrace  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your  Excel- 
lency the  homage  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

A.  H.  EVERETT. 


[translation.] 
Baron  De  Nagell  to  Mr.  Everett. 

Brussels,  November  13,  I82S. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
note  of  the  7th  of  this  month,  containing  some  propositions  in 
regard  to  the  slave  trade,  and  to  inform  you,  that,  without  de- 
lay, I  laid  this  paper,  and  its  enclosures,  before  the  King. 

I  shall  hasten  to  impart  to  you  the  determination  of  his 
Majesty,  as  soon  as  I  shall  have  been  informed  of  it ;  "and,  in 
the  mean  time,  I  seize  this  opportunity  to  renew  the  assur- 
ance of  my  distinguisned  consideration. 

A.  W.  C.  DE  NAGELL. 
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N.  B.  The  Annual  Meeting  of  the*  American  Colonization 
Society  will  be  held  in  Washington  City,  on  the  second  Satur- 
day in  January.  Of  the  hour  and  place  public  notice  will  be 
given. 

The  Managers  hope  to  commence  the  African  Repository 
on  the  first  of  June.  Those  having  subscription  lists  in  their 
possession,  are  requested  to  forward  them  immediately. 
Communications  for  this  work,  must  be  transmitted  to  R.  K. 
Gurley,  Georgetown. 

It  is  much  to  be  desired  that  collections  should  be  taken 
up  in  the  various  churches  of  this  couutry,  to  aid  the  Ameri- 
can Colonization  Society,  on  the  fourth  of  July,  or  on  the 
Sabbath  next  preceding,  or  succeeding  this  joyful  day. 

The  Colonization  Society  is  about  to  apply  to  the  National 
Government  for  aid.  We  hope  that  all  the  friends  of  this 
institution  will  make  every  possible  effort  in  its  favour,  the 
present  season,  recollecting  that  a  discussion  will  probably  take 
place  concerning  it  during  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

* 

Orders  for  this  Report  may  be  addressed  to  Davis  and 
Force,  Washington.    Price  50  cents. 
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Census  of  the  Colbny  of  Liberia,  July  20, 1823. 


Upwards  of  40. 

NuiAai.  Arrived  in.  Occupation. 

N.  Butler,    Elizabeth,  Carpenter. 

G.  Kiah,        Strong,  Farmer. 
R.  Sampson,  Nautilus,         do.  . 
L.  Carey,        do.  do. 

I.  Brander,      do.  Carpenter, 

D.  Hawkins,  Strong,  Labourer. 

A.  Edmondson,  do.         Farmer. 

E.  Johnson,  Elizabeth,  do. 
James  Fuller,  Oswego. 

J.  D.  Preston,  do. 

Jos.  Blake,  Elizabeth,  Carpenter. 

J.  Warner,  Oswego. 

Cbs.  Butler,     do. 

B.  Johnson,  do. 
L.  Smith,  do. 
L  Bantam*  do. 

John  Foulke,  Fidelity,    Labourer. 
John  Harris,  do. 
Saml.  Weeks,  do. 
Saml.  Nutter,  do. 

WO  M  Elf. 

S.  Langford,  Nautilus,     Nurse* 
Mrs.  Hawkios,  Strong, 
Can'd.  Preston,  Oswego, 
S.  Warner,        do. 

C.  Brown,  do. 

Betwzbh  21  AWD  40. 
L.  Crook,        Elizabeth,  Farmer. 

C.  Brander,  Nautilus,  do. 
J.  Benson,  Strong,  do. 
S.  Campbell,    do.  supend- 

ed  June  1, 1823. 
J.  Champer,  Strong,   Blacksnfith. 
J.  Gardiner,      do.        Farmer. 
J.  Lawrence,    Elizabeth,    do. 

D.  George,        Strong,         do. 
R.  Newport,    Elizabeth,    do. 

F.  James,  do.        Carpenter. 

A.  James,  do.        Farmer. 

E.  Jackson,        do.        Labourer. 
J.  J.  Barber,  Nautilus,  Mason. 
J.  Carey,  do.  deserted 

July,  1833. 

Th:  Harris,  do.        Caulker. 

A.  Williams,  Oswego. 

R.  White,  Oswego,  Carpenter. 

D.  White,  do.      Shoemaker. 

Fr.  Deveny,  do. 

A-  Curtis,  do. 

D.  James,  do. 

S.  W.  Parker,  do. 


N.  Clinton,  Oswego. 

I.  Boggs,  do. 

T.  Stewart,  do. 

G.  Mason,  do. 

WOMEH. 

S.  Draper,      Oswego. 

N.  Poulson,  do. 

N.  Bantamf        do* 

C.  Johnson,         do. 

M.  Thompson,    do. 

M.  Butler,  do. 

N.Butler,         do. 

M.  Newport,     Elizabeth. 

M.  Crook,  do. 

E.  James,        Strong. 

M.  Draper,        Elizabeth. 

H.  Lawreo,        do. 

A.  Edmondson,  Strong. 

R.  Benson,        do. 

C.  James,        Elizabeth* 

R.  Johnson,      do. 

J.  Jackson,       do. 

S.  Brander,       do. 

H.  Harris,        Nautilus. 

BxTWftEir  10  AWD  21, 
E.  Smith,       Elizabeth. 
James  Carey,  Nautilus. 
I.  Edmondson,  Strong. 
L.  Johnson,        do. 
C.  Johnson,      Elizabeth. 
L.  Johnson,        do. 
I.  Thompson,     Oswego. 
A   Warner,         do. 
I.  Preston,  do. 

I.  Brown,  do. 

William  Foulke,  Fidelity. 

FBBfAIjSS. 

E.  Jackson,    Elisabeth. 

Nancy  Carey,  Nautilus. 

N.  Benson,      Strong. 

E.  Passaway,    do. 

S.  Edmondson,  do. 

M.  Benson,        do. 

I.  Johnson,    Oswego. 
I  R.  Prestos,        do. 

M.  Preston,        do. 

Mary  Preston,    do. 

L.  Poulson,        do. 

M.  Curtis,  do. 

T.  Thompson,    do. 

M.  Warner,       do. 

E.  Johnson,        do. 
J.  Dolphin,  do. 
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UjTDKR  10. 

Names.  Airired  in. 

J.  Benson,  Strong. 

G.  Benson  i         do. 
J.  Alexander,  Elizabeth. 
I.  Alexander,  Born  here. 
A.  Edmondson,  Strong. 
I.  Blake,  do. 

I.  Brander,         Born  here. 

D.  Harris,         Nautilus. 
F.  Stewart,      Oswego. 

Fsmalx  Children. 

E.  Johnson,       Born  in  Africa. 
E.  Blake,  Strong. 


E.  Crook,         Born  to  Africa. 

M.  Laurence,      do. 

G  Laurence,    do. 

E.  Edmondson,  Strong. 

W.  Edmondson,  do. 

R.  Benson,  do. 

S.  Fisher,  do. 

R.  Laurence,    Born  in  Africa 

S.  Draper,         Oswego. 

C.  Preston,  do. 

A.  B.  Butler,      do. 

S.  Warner,         do. 

M.  Warner,        do. 

C.  Dodges,         do. 


DEATHS. 

Mrs.  Kiah,  aged  70,  died  fever, 

Major  Draper,  40,  do ••••.. 

Alexander,  33,  Elisabeth, 

Mrs.  Blake,  30,  Strong, 

Jos.  Benson,  17,  killed  by  enemy,  •• •• 

Th  :  Spencer,  33,  do.  do • 

Mary  Tines,  do.  do... 

Th:  Tines.  38,  Strong........ 

Mrs. Edmondson,  80,  Strong,.. ...... •••••• 

John  Warner,   19,  Oswego,.... 

Mrs.  Stewart,  20,    do 

Mrs,  Deveny,24,  do 

James  Fuller,  16,  do... 

Frs.  Deveny,     4,  do 

Isaiah  Preston,  20,  Oswego, •••• 

Emeline   Deveny, 2 do...  ....••.•• •••• 

G.  Johnson,  1,  do.. 

M.  D.  Warner,  1,  do.  do... ...... ....••... 

— -  Stewart, born  Oswego, 

Abel  Herd,  42,  Oswego,    

SUMMARY. 
JVote  in  the  Colony, 

Over  40,  Males, 20 — Females.. 

Between  21  and  40,  Males  26 — Females.. 
Between  lOand  21,  Males  11— Females.. 
Under  10,  Males, ..  • 8 — Females.. 

Total  of  the  Colonists, 

Liberated  Captives,  all  Males,.... 

Grand  Total, 


September,  1822. 
September,  1822. 
drowned  June,  1822. 
Ptitis,  October,  1822. 
November  11, 1822. 
do. 
do. 
killed  Dec.  1st,  1822. 
Decay,  June,  1823. 
drowned,  June,  1823, 
fever,  June,  1823. 

do.   June,  1823. 

do.   June,  1823. 

do.    July,  1823. 

do.  June,  1823. 

do.   July,  1823. 

do.  June,  1823. 

do.   June,  1823. 

do.  July,  1823. 

do.   June,  1823. 


..6— -Total  25 

,19— do 46 

..16— do.. ..^7 
,.1G— do.... 25 


Deaths  of  Colonuts  at  Montserado, 

Persona  over  4  of  both  sexes, .•••••••••     4 

Do  21  and  under  40  do 5 

Do.  under    21  both  sexes, 11 

Total  died  since  March,  1822, •~~i0 

J.  ASHMUN. 

N.  B. — Since  this  cestui  was  taken,  mora  than  100  persons  have  sailed 
in  the  Cyrus. 

V 
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DONATIONS. 


List  of  Donations  from  the  citizens  of  Baltimore,  in  aid  of  the  Coloni- 
sation Society,  May,  1822.* 

Robert  Miller,  Esq.  90  yards  domestic  cotton,.. • 11  25 

Talbot  Jones,  Esq.  25  do.  tow  cloth,..*. • • 5  00 

Messrs.  Tiffany  and  Wyman,   1  piece  containing  —  yards  do- 
mestic cotton....... .••••••••.••«.••• .........     5  50 

Mr.  Wm.  Little,  house  of  Cobb  &  Little,  1  piece  domestic  cotton    5  00 
Messrs.  Shaw  and  Tiffany,  1  pie.ee  domestic  cotton,  containing 

29  1-2  yards 5  50 

Messrs.  Cushing  and  Jewett,  Ewell's  Medical  Companion,.,.....     5  00 

Dr.  S.  Sweetser,  assorted  medicines, ••••••••••••    5  63 

Drs.  D.&C.  Keener,  assorted  medicines.........  •••..........•...     6  92 

Dr.  Geo.  Williamson,  assorted  medicines........ •••••• 9  40 

Ditto  View  of  Slavery, • • .,..         25 

Ditto  Tourtelli's  Principle  of  Health, 5  00 

General  R.  G.  Harper,  school  books  and  books  of  agriculture, ..••  40  00 

Ditto  other  valuable  books,  maps,  &c 30  00 

Messrs.  M 'Donald  and  Ridgely,  corner  of  Market  and  Howard 

Streets,  2  barrels  of  beef,  price  unknown......... 

Drs.  G.  &  J.  Kearl,  medicines, 2  50 

Drs.  Pease  and  Butler,  medicines, 2  50 

Drs.  E.  Ducatel  &  Son,  assorted  medicines, 5  95 

Dr.  R.  Little,  corner  of  M.  and  Hanr.  streets,  assorted  medicines,    3  9} 

Dr.  H.  Price,  (opposite  Barn  urn's)  assorted  medicines,.. •     1  50 

Dr.  La  Roche  and  Milbeau,  near  bridge,  medicines......... ......     1  2$ 

Mr.  Joseph  Casey,  Hanover  street,  assorted  garden,  fruit,  and 

other  seeds,.... 56  00 

Thomas  Smith, No.  8.  Prate  street,  12  plates,..- 1  50 

Mr.  Proctor,  Hd.  Ware  Merch.  No.  3  Prate  st.  12  knives  &  forks,     1  50 

Isaac  Tyson,  ship  bread,.. • 20  00 

Gen.  Wm.  McDonald,  &  Son,  1  ,qr.  cask  gun  powder,  ••••••  ••••••     5  00 

Ditto  I  box  pipes, 2  50 

Mr.  Mears,  No.  1,  Prate  st.  1  doz.  knives,  (pocket)... 2  00 

Bradford  and  Couch,  1  barrel  flour......... • 6  75 

Messrs.  H.  Payson  &  Co.  No.   15,  Bowley's  wharf,  2  barrels 

beef,  at  $8  50, • 17  00 

Gen-  Holiingsworth  and  Sons,  cash,.... 10  00 

Mr.  Hammers,  Market  street;  12  decanters,  12  tumblers,  1  box 

beads,  5  looking-glasses, • 1200 

Mr.  I.  Cox,  hatter,  4  hats  at  75  each, ♦.. 3  00 

Mr.  Egerton,  exchange,  300  lbs,  leaf  tobacco  and  hogshead, •  24  00 

Mr.  Hoppe,  Gay  street,  100  lbs.  leaf  tobacco, • 8  00 

Mr.  Graffs,        do.         100  lbs.  leaf  tobacco,. 8  00 

Messrs.  Von  Kopffand  Brun,  100  lbs  leaf  tobacco, «... 8  00 

Mr.  Rudewold,  100  lbs.  leaf  tobacco, ** 8  00 

Mr.  Hogerworib,  Gay  street,.  1P0  lbs.  leaf  tobacco,... •    8  00 

Messrs.  I.  and  A.  Smith,  Calvert,  near  the  water,  some  articles  of 

hardware, 5  5o 

Mr.  Kearle,  shoemaker,  Market  street,  6  pair  of  shoes, 6  00 

*  This  list  should  have  been  published  at  an  earlier  date. 
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Young  Men's  Bible  Society,  Rait.  15  Bibles  and  15  Testaments,  524  Oo 

Mr.  James  Chester,  his  sub.  Md.  Aux.  Col.  Society . 25  00 

Col.  Jno.  McHenry,on  his  subscription  as  above,..., 20  00 

Mrs.  Graham,  cash, • 3  00 

Mr.  Charles  Salmon,  various  articles  of  merchandise, 4  56 

Mr.  Keelson,  12 knives  and  forks......... • •••.........  1  60 

Messrs.  J.  &  W.  Smith,  24  knives  and  forks,..*., 3  00 

Mr.Warcbi,  100  lbs.  tobacco, 8  00 

The  ladies  of  Baltimore,  about  55  in  number,  from  2  to  6  days 

work  each,  in  making  up  1 54  garments, •• ...100  00 

Mr. G.B.  Raymond, 6 bats,.. 4  00 

Mr.  P.  Diffendaffer,  cor.  of  Fred,  and  Bait.  8  knives  and  2  pots,  3  00 

Alex.  Boggs,  Market  street,  sundries  merchandise,  price  unknown, 

Mr.  Warner,  corner  Gay  and  Market  st.  stationery  and  books,..  8  00 

Gen.  Ridgeley,  Gay  street,  6  bars  iron,  wt 9  00 

Mr.  N.  Tyson,  Spears'  wharf,  on  his  subscription,. 25  00 

Beck  and  Welch,  2  pieces  containing  90  yds.  red  flaunel,.. 20  50 

Mr.  Baltzell,  Market  st.  No.  241,  remnants  of  merchandise, 1  75 

Mr.  Baltzell,          do.            230,  merchandise, 416  check  hdkfs.. ..  1  50 

Mr.  Baltzell,           do.            236,  do.  16  check  handkerchiefs 2  00 

Mr.  Robinson,  Howard  street,  delivered  cedar  ware, 4  25 

Mr.  Solman,            do.               delivered  remnant  merchandise,. ..  2  50 

Mr.  Bryne,              do.              delivered  pair  shoes,... •••••  100 

John  E.  Rigden,  Market,  No.  197,  delivered  knives,  and  forks, 

and  spoons, ••••••• • •••••• 1  50 

Mr.  Sweetser,  Market,  No.  150,  delivered  remnants  merchandise,  1  75 

Jacob  Albers,  Howard,  delivered  1  dosen  jack  knives •  2  00 

Win.  Reanie,  Great  York  street,  delivered  1-2  dozen  plates......  25 

Drs.  Coulter  and  Martin,  1  bottle  mercurial  ointment, • 2  60 

Mr.  Earnest,  a  variety  of  queens  ware  articles,  •••• 5  00 

Col.  John  £.  Howard,  don.  plaid  22  1-4  yards,  28  shirting,  9  1-2 

calico,  8  hdkfs. 12  82 

Also  S  dozen  spoons, • 3  00 

3  dozen  tin  cups,. •  ••.....•• • • • 3  00 

3  stew  pans,.... 1  00 

Mr.  Lamson,  delivered  1  bat, • •  75 

Sunday  School  Society,  delivered  cards,  &c  for  Sunday  schools, 

Samuel  Hoffman,  E*q.  box  leaf  tobacco, 10  00 

Ditto.            Marked  tobacco  samples,.... •••••••••••  12  00 

Messrs.  Murray,  &  Co.  2  pieces  linen. 6  00 

Ditto             1  do.  flannel,  2  50....'. 2  50 

Ditto            5  Blankets  at  75, 4  50 

Mr.  Midclleton,  1  gross  buttons, • 1  00 

Mr.  Taylor,  auctioneer,  merchandise, • 5  00 

Mr.  Sinclair,  garden  aud  other  seeds, •••••••••• 16  00 

Mr.  Skinner,            do. 6  00 

Mr.  Laud, •••••• •  1  00 

Messrs.  E.J.  Co  ale,  &Co.  books,  boxes,  &c.  &c • 40  00 

Editors  of  the  Morning  Chronicle,  and  editors  of  the  Federal  Re- 
publican, two  valuable  files  of  the  latest  newspapers. 


Donations  received  in  Baltimore  in  April,  1823. 


From  a  lady,.... .,  1  <K> 

A  lady, t  00 

S.  R.  Keane........ 1  50 

Collection  in  Rev.  Mr.  Ne- 

vin's  church, ...•••...•... ,40  00 
Mr.  Patterson, 1  00 1 


Alady, 2  00 

Citizens  of  the  eleventh  ward, 43  00 
Citizens  in  the  tenth  ward,. .35  20 

Alady, 2  00 

Another  lady,.....,... l  00 

A  gentleman, 1  0o 
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Tbomat  George  and  Thomas , 
various  articles  given  to 

Abel  Herd, 45  00 

Mr.  John  Barr,  one  piece  of 

cloth 60  00 

Messrs.  Shaw  and  Tiffany,..  5  00 
Win.  W.  Taylor,   one  box 
merchandise  and  goods, 

Brundige  Vose,  &  Co 3  00 

Cash,... 50 

Cash,..'. 1  00 

Mr.  Creery's  school, 1  70 

Made  up  by  the  Ladies,  100 
shirts/ 50  roundabouts,  and 

50  waistcoats, 50  00 

Nightengale  k  Co.  hardware 
merchants, 2  25 

Donations  received  in  the  Dutrict 

of  Columbia. 
Collection    in    Dr.    Salcb's 

church,  Georgetown 35  00 

In  Dr.YVilmer's  church, Alexl  10  00  j 
In  this  sum  are  included  the  I 

following    donations    and 

annual  subscriptions : 

Judge  Cranch, .30  00 

Miss  Landonia  Randolph,...  10  00 

Wm.  H.  Fitzhugh,  Esq 10  00 

Mrs.  Custis  (Arlington) 7  00 

Annual  Subscribers. 

Hugh  Smith, 1  00 

K.I.  Lee,. 1  00 

Humphrey  Peak, 1  00 

R.  C.Mason, 5  00 

C.C.Lee, 1  00 

G.W.  P.  Custis,  Esq 1  00 

Donations  received  from  various  in- 
dividuals in  Washington  and 
Georgetown. 

J.  P.  Fenner, 1  00 

Rev.  Daniel  Baker, 1  00 

Gideon  Davis, • 1  00 

John  Bailey, 2  .0 

Thomas  L.  Thruston, 1  00 

S.  Pleasonton 2  00 

Thomas  Mustin 1  00 

James  Moore....... •••  1  00 

Alexander  McDonald........  1  00 

John  Woodside, 3  00 

Cash, 2  00 

J.  McCleery, 2  00 

John  S.  Shaw, 2  00 

Richard  Harrison, ,.  2  00 


John  Coyle,  jr.... •  5  00 

Mr.  King,... 2  00 

Cash, 75 

G.  W.  P.  Custis,  Esq 10  00 

Dr.  Carnahan, • 2    0 

A  young  lady,.... 2  00 

Miss  Dicks,  a  suit  of  clothes 

for  the  Agent  in  Africa,. • 

A  lady  near  Fredericktown, 

Md 10  00 

Miss  Susan  Meade,  Frede- 
rick county,  Va 100  00 

Two  valuable  pieces  of  can- 
non, from  Gen.  John  M  a- 
son,  (District  of  Columbia. 

List  of  Donations  received  by  the 
Rev.  L.  D.  Dewey,  of  the  state 
of  New-York,  1823. 

Col.  Henry  Rutgers, 100  00 

The  annual  subscription  of 
the  same  gentleman  for  5 

years, 50  On 

Catharine  Disseyster,... 25  00 

H.  Remsen, •••••••  5  00 

Jonathan  Little,.. 10  00 

George  Gallagher, 10  00 

Gen.  Mathew  L.  Clarkson,..25  00 

T.  W.  Steinbreniier, 15  00 

Wm.  Smith, • 5  00 

A  Friend, 1  00 

A  coloured  female, •••••  1  00 

J.  Seymour, .  2  00 

A  collection  in  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  and  Society 
in  Lanesboro1  Mass.  on  the 

4th  July,  1823 5  00 

A  collection  in  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  and  Society 
Great  Barrington,   Mass. 

4  July,  1823,. 8  21 

Collection  in  the  Reformed 
Presb.Ch.  N.  Y.Nov. 29, 

1823, 11  50 

Do.  cash  from  2  individuals^    1  00 

John  Brown, •• 2  00 

Rev.  John  Johnson,  New- 
burgg,  N.  T.  by  ladies  of 

his  society, 30  00 

Rev.  Nathan  Bangs,  N.  Y.  by- 
young  ladies  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church,.... 30  00 
Rev.  Gardner  Spring,  by  la- 
dies of  his  Society, 30  00 

Eliza  Woodruf,  Morristowo, 

it.  j. ...logo 
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Thomas  Basse],  Lansiogburg, 
N.Y 5  00 

Received  in  New- England  by  Ike 
Rev.  Chester  Wright. 

From  a  few  friends  of  the  So- 
ciety in  Boston,.... „...»... 62  00 

From  a  few  friends  of  the  So- 
ciety in  Salem, 40  00 

Donations  mentioned  by  J. 
Mc^hail,  Esq.  Treasurer 
of  the  Norfolk  Auxiliary 
Society : 

From  Win.  Maxwell,  Esq... .50  00 

Do.  do.  Collections  made  by 
him, 126  50 

From  Rev.  Sam.  Cornelius, 
for  collections  made  by 
him, 20  00 

Ditto 3  50 

Total 200  00 

Donations  of  one  dozen  men's 
shoes,  and  one  dozen  wo- 
men's, by  Geo.  Wilson,  of 
Smithfield,  in  the  hands 
of  J.  McPhaii: 


The  following  sums  have  been  re- 
cently acknowledged  by  the  Trea- 
surer, in  Mutational  Intelligen- 
cer: 

From  the  Rev.  Charles  H. 
Page,  of  Charlestown,  Va. 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hawley,  15  00 

From  Obed.  W  aite,  Esq.  Tr. 
of  the  Aux.  Soc.  Frederick 
county;  Va.. 275  00 

From  Rev*  Win.  McKenney, 
for  the  Aux.  Soc.  of  Queen 
Ann's  county,  Md 100  00 

From  Rev  George  W.  Jan- 
vier, SaleiM?  New-Jersey, 
collected  in  b's  church,....  5  00 

From  Rev.  Jo»eph  Caldwell, 

Chapel  Hill,  N.  Carolina,  10  00 
From  Rev.  C.  Hyde,  Doyles-  j 

town,  Penn... 10  % 

ET  For  donations  not  mentioned  in  the  above  list,  refer  to  the  Treasurer's 

Account. 


From  Rev.  Jos.  Smith,  Har^ 
risonburg,  Va jgo  00 

From  Rev.  Alex.  Irvine,  Ma- 
lone,  New- York, 20  00 

From  A.  Smith,  per  Mr.  (Jn- 
derwood...... ...10  00 

From  G.  W.  P.  Custis,  Esq. 
annual  subscriber, 5  00 

For  proceeds  of  work  done  by 
female  teachers  of  Taney 
town,  Md  Sunday  school,  20  00 

From  David  J.  Burr,  to  con- 
stitute Rev.  Jesse  H.  Tur- 
ner a  member  for  life, 20  00 

From  a  lady, ••••.••••..  1  50 

From  Rev.  Benj.  J.  Lowe,  of 
Jobnsonburg,  N.  Jersey,.,  8  00 

From  Rev.  W.  Meade,  in 
part  of  a  legacy  left  by  his 
sister,  Lucy  F.  Meade,.. 750  Go 

From  Rev.  Mr.  A.Shinn,....  3  00 

From  Jno.  Husks,  Esq.  Trea- 
surer of  the  Aux.  Soc.  Fay- 
etteville,  N.  Carolina, 48  00 

From  Abner  McGreehee,  of 
Georgia,  per  the  Hon.  Wi- 
ley Thompson, 20  00 

From  the  Richmond  Auxili- 
ary Society, 192  qq 

From  the  Fayetteville  Soc. .48  00 

From  the  charity  box  of  a 
young  lady  in  the  District, 
per  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gurley,    4  rr 

From  Th.  Tarbell,  Esq.  Bos- 
ton, collections  taken  up  in 
consequence  of  a  circular 
ktter, 500  nn 

From  Dr.  William  H.  Wil! 
mer,  per  Rev.  Mr.  Haw. 
ley....... ...,. 91a  /|A 

From  Rev.  John  H.  Churcn 

w«D'?".?pt1!lt,nfW-H--»«o 

Hon.  Arthur  Livermore   ..      *  ftii 

wmi..  stad..  j«» ...:::::  i  § 

Hon.  Jam..  T.  Sandford,  of 

Tennetie.,  for  jife ^  ^ 

A  stranger, 1Q  w 


/ 


'  I 
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EXPLANATIONS  OF  THE  MAP. 
A.  The  mouth  of  the  River  Montserado. 

B.  Perseverance  Island,  so  called  by  the  American  Colony,  and  the 
first  land  taken  possession  of  by  virtue  of  purchase. 

C.  The  landing  place  of  the  settlement. 

D.  The  House  of  the  Agent  of  the  Colony. 

E.  The  Watering  Place. 

The  land  purchased  for  the  American  Colonization  Society  by  Lieut. 
Stockton  and  Dr.  Ayres,  was  Perseverance  Island,  and  also  that  portion 
of  land  bounded  North  and  West  by  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  on  the 
South  and  East  by  a  line  drawn  in  a  South  East  direction  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Montserado. 

The  position  of  Cape  Montserado,  as  observed  on  board  the  U.  S.  ship. 
Cyane,  Robert  Traill  Spence,  Esq.  Commander,  is  in  latitude  (  being  the 
mean  of  a  number  of  mer.  ob.  6  dg.  1ft  min,  16  sec.  North- 
Longitude  from  Greenwich  (mean  of  observations)  10  dg.  34  min.  13  tec. 
West. 

H.  Castle  built  by  Capt.  Spence,  called  Castle  Stockton,  11 5  feet  cir- 
cumference, 8  leet  thick,  15  feet  high,  mounting  several  pieces  of  cannon. 
The  extent  of  Coast  represented  on  this  map  is  about  18  miles. 

We  are  gratified  in  being  able  to  present  our  friends  with  a  map, 
which  Is  so  handsome  a  specimen  of  the  Lithographic  art.  It  was  exe- 
cuted by  a  young  gentleman  of  this  city,  who  is  entirely  self-tnught,  and 
whose  talents  entitle  him  to  general  patronage. 


.* 
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LIST  OF  SOCIETIES 


AUXILIARY  TO  THE  AMERICAN  COLONIZATION  80CIETT. 


MARYLAND  AUXILIARY  SOCIETY, 

(established  in  Baltimore.) 

Col.  John  Eager  Howard,  President. 

Vice-President*. 

Gen.  Robt.  Goodloe  Harper ..♦.  I Hon.  Chief  Justice  Brace. 

Gen.  Wm.H.  Winder | ..... 

Luke  Tiernan,  Treasurer.  Edward  J.  Coaie,  Secretary. 


NEW- YORK  AUXILIARY  SOCIETY. 

Col.  Henry  Rutgers,  President. 

Vice-Presidents. 

1  3d,  Mr.  Di vie  Beth une,.. ......... 

,  D.  D..  '  4th,  Rev.  Philip  Milledoler,  D.  D 

Mr.  Crove  Wright,  Treasurer. 

Rev.  Paschal  N.  Strong,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

John  B.  Beck,  M.  D.  Recording  Sea  clary. 

Loring  D.  Dewey,  Agent  of  the  General  Society. 


1st,  Col.  William  Few... 
2d,  Rev.  Alexander  M'Leod 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  ANNAPOLIS. 

J.  T.  Chase,  President. 

Vice-Presidents. 


1st,  William  Kilty , 

2d,  Thomas  Blacki  stone  •• 
3d,  William  Spencer...... 

4th,  Peter  Emmerson • 

5th,  C.Dorsey. ........... 

6th,  Dr.  Thomas  Johnson- 
7th,  William  Hay  ward... 


8th,  James  Murray. 

9tb,  Benjamin  W.  Lecompte, 

10th,  John  Moffat.. 

A.  C  Magruder,  Secretary  |  Jonathan  Pinkney,  Treasurer. 
John  Brewer,  Recorder. 


11th,  Wm.  D.  Diggess 

12th,  Wm.  R.  Stuart 

13th,  Ephraim  K.  Wilson...... 

14th,  R.  B.  Taoey 

15th,  Charles  S.  Sewall 

16th,  William  Haghlett. , 

17th,  Thomas  Kennedy........ 

18th,  George  C.   Washington. 
1 9th.  James   Tidball.... 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  FREDERICK  COUNTY,  VA. 
Nathaniel  Burwell,  President. 
Obed.Waite  Treasurer....* |  Augustine  C.  Smith,  Secretary 
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AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  MONTGOMERY  COUNTY,  MD. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  HARPER'S  FERRY,  VA. 

John  Stubblefield,  President. 
Vice-Presidents. 

William  M'Guire I Edward  Wager 

Axmistead  Beckham | .Roger  Humphreys. 

Jacob  Waik,  Treasurer |  ••••John  P.  M'Guire,  Secretary. 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  LOUDON  COUNTY,  VA. 

John  Mines,  President. 
Vice-Presidents. 


Samuel  Murray, 
Ludwell  Lee,... 
Israel  Janney..* 
James  Moore... 
Mahlon  Taylor. 


•Sydney  Baily. 
.Johnson  Cleaveland. 
.Burr  PowelL 
» James  Heaton. 
.William  Elsey. 


Samuel  Nichols....... I ••William  Noland. 

Isaac  Brown •••• I • 

R.  D.  Henderson,  Treasurer.*...  |  ••••••Richard  H.  Lee,  Secretary  K 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  CHAttLESTOWN,  JEFFERSON 

COUNTY,  VA. 
Dr.  Samuel  I.  Graraer,  President 
Vice-Presidents. 


Bashrod  C.  Washington...... 

Adam  Weaver....... 

Henry  3.  Turner •• 

Robt.  Washington,  Treasurer  \  ••••John  Marshall,  Secretary* 


....John  T.  A.  Washington. 
.•••George  W.  Humphreys. 
•■••Nathaniel  Craigbill. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  SHEPHERDSTOWN,  VA. 
James  S.  Lane,  President. 
Vice  President .John  Baker. 

John  Cookus,  Treasurer* •••••— ..Kev.  C.  P.  Kranth,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  ROCKINGHAM  COUNTY,  VA, 

Hon.  Daniel  Smith,  President. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Dr.  Peachy  Harrison ••#•••  I  ••••••••Rev.  Daniel  Baker. 

Major  Job  n Kenny |  ••••    ..Col.  Samuel  H.Lewis. 

Thtvid  Steele,   Treasurer I  Dr.  Pea:by  Harrison)  secretaries^ 

•  ••t ••••••••••••.  j  JamesMt   Bush......  > 
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AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  YORK,  PEHN. 

Jacob  Baraits,  President. 
•         Vice-Presidents. 

Geerge  Barnitz •  |  •  •  •  .Jacob  Eicbelberger. 

John  Schmidt,  Treasurer...*  •  |  ..John  Gardiner,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  HARTFORD,  CONN. 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  IN  NEW  LONDON,  VA. 

Rev.  John  Early,  President. 

Viec-Prcsidenis. 

Jymes  Stephen,  Sen*  •••••••  |  •  ••••••••••Col*  John  Wall* 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  PRINCE  GEORGE  COUNTY.  MD. 

'    John  Johnson t  President* 

Vice-Presidents. 

James  R.Montgomery |  ••••••••Doctor  Joseph  Kent. 

y.  Tyler,   Treasurer.... |  ...Edward  Harwood,  Secretary. 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  GREENSBOROUGH,  N.  C. 

George  Swain,  President. 

Vice-Presidents. 

David  Worth I  ••••••••Jonathan  Hadley. 

Jacob  Hubbard • | Abel  Coffin. 

James  Johnson,  Treasurer  |  John  M.  Dick,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  CHAPEL-HILL. 

Rev.  Joseph  Caldwell,  D.  D.  President. 
Vice-Presidents. 

Major  P.  Henderson Wm.  M'Cawley Robert  R.  King. 

Thomas  H.  Taylor,  Treasurer....  | William  Hooker,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  FA  YETTEVELLE,  N.  C. 

John  Wenslow,  President. 

Duncan  M'Levan,  Vice-President. 

^^  • 

James  Cameron,  Treasurer. 


Rev.  G.  Bedel,  )  s****** 

Rev.  W.  D.  Snodgrass,  J  S"™*™*- 
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AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  R ALEl&f ,  N.  C. 

John  Branch,  Esq.  President. 

Vke-Presidente. 

Col.  William  Polk..  ••••••..••  |  ..Hon.  Leonard  Henderson. 

Hob.  John  L.  Taylor •• •  |  •  .Archibald  Henderson,  Esq. 

Daniel  Dupree,  Treasurer  |  Joseph  Galea,  Secretary, 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  AUGUSTA,  Geo. 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  MILLEDGEVILLE,  Geo. 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  PUTNAM  Co.  Geo. 
Hon.  C.  B.  Strong,  President. 
J.  A.  Cuthbert,  Vice-President. 
John  Hudson,  Treasurer......  |  ••••..Win.  Turner,  Secretary, 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  TENNESSEE. 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  MAYSVILLE,  Ky. 

Rev.  Wni.  Grinsted,  President. 

Vice-Presidents. 

George  Corcorin ••  |  ..♦. Lawrence  Cahiti. 

Plaso  Stout,  Corresponding  Secretary*  , 

Ennis  Duncan,  Jr.  Recording  Secretary. 
Richard  Dement,  Treasurer. 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  NORFOLK. 
James  Nimmo,  President. 
Vice-Presidents. 

Seth  Foster | Richard  E.  Parker, 

William  Maxwell,  Secretary. 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  PETERSBURG,  VA. 

Dr.  Richard  Field,  President. 

Vice-Presidents. 

JohnF.  May, I ...... Re  v.  Andrew  Syme, 

Gabriel  P.  Dissosway,  Treat..  |  •  .Thomas  Shore,  Secretary 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  PORTSMOUTH,  VA. 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  RICHMOND,  VA. 

Hon.  John  Marshall,  Chief  Justice  of  the  U.  S.  President* 

Vice*  Presidents. 
His  Excellency  James  Pleasants,  1st  Vice  Pres. 
James  Gibbon,  Snd  Vice  Pres. 
Thomas  C.  Howard,  Secretary.  \  Benjamin  Brand,  Esq.  Treasurer. 
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ALBANY  AUXILIARY  SOCIETY,  N.  Y. 
Harmannus  Bleeder,  President. 


John  Lansing ,  jun. •••  j  •• Stephen  Van  Rensselaer. 

Ebenezer  F.  Backus,  Treasurer.  |  ....Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Stcrtiary. 


HUDSON  AUXILIARY  SOCIETY,  N.  Y. 

Hon.  Rufus  Reed,  President. 

Vice-President*. 

Rer.  Cyrus  Stebbios I  •  •    Doct.  Samuel  White. 

Rev.  Howard  Malcom,  Secretary.  \  John  Bowers,  Esq.  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY  OF  DUTCHESS  COUN- 
TY, N.  Y. 

Philo  Ruggles,  Esq.  President. 

V\ce-P  resident*. 

••••••••Abraham  G.  Storm. 

• .Henry  Conklin. 

.•••Mathew  Yassar,  Ret.  SecJy. 


George  Bloom. ........... 

John  L.  Fonda..... 

John  V.  B.  Varies.,  Cor.  Sec'y.. 
Alfred  Raymond,  Treasurer*... 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY,  TROY. 
Col.  William  Pawling,  President.  |  Orviile  L.  Holly,  Secretary 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY,  WATER  FORD. 
Samuel  Stuart,  President |  Rev.  M.  W.  Dwtght,  Secretary. 


NASSAU  AND  SCHODAC  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 
Warner,  Esq.  President |  Samuel  B.  Ludlow,  Esq.  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY,  CATSKILL 
Orln  Day,  President* ••  |  Robert  Dorian,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY,  HILL9DALE. 
Adonijah  Bid  well,  Esq.  President.*  |  Rev.  Henry  Truesdell,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  FREDERICK  COUNTY,  IN  THE 

STATE  OF  MARYLAND. 

John  Grahame,  President. 

Vice-Presidents. 


Rev.  David  F.  Schaeffer.... 

Henry  Willis. 

Ignatius  Davis. •• 

Wm.  Morsell 

John  Cole 

Henry  Doyle,  Treasurer  ••„..  |  ••••Lewis  Medtart,  Secretary. 


.•John  Dudders. 
.Jaotes  Terrance. 
..Lewis  M otter. 
..Andrew  Shriver. 
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WILMINGTON,  (DEL.)  AUXILIARY  SOCIETY. 
Rev.  R.  Wllliston,  President. 
Viet  Presidents. 

Rev.  John  Pott*.... ........  | #.  Rev.  S.  Green. 

James  A.  Sparks,  Secretary..  |  ..Edward  Worrell,  Treasurer. 


WILMINGTON  FEMALE  AUXILIARY  SOCIETY,  (DEL.) 
Miss  Elisabeth  Montgomery,  First  Directress. 

Mrs.  A.  M.  McMullin •  |  ....Mrs.  Lydia  M.  Gilbert. 

Miss  A.  H.  Danagh,  Secretary.  |  Miss  Sarah  Black,  Treasurer. 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  QUEEN  ANN'S  COUNTY,  (MD.) 

Richard  T.  Earle,  President. 
Vice-Presidents. 

••John  Tilgham. 


•••••••• i 


» George  Findley. 


Wm.  Carmichael,  Esq.**. 

John  P.  Pacha 

Wm.  Hemsley... ••••••••*, 

Dr.  John  Davidge  Emory,  Sec'ry.  |  Philomon  B.  Hopper,  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION   SOCIETY  OF   KENT  COUNTY, 

MARYLAND. 

Wm.  Barrell,  Esq.  President. 

Vice-Presidents. 

James  Bowers* •  •••••• ......     ....Edward  Anderson,  Esq. 

••  ..U.  Anger,  Esq. 


C.  F.  Chambers*** •••••••••• 

Thomas  Worrell,  Esq 


•  •  •  •  Rev.  W  m.  J  ackson. 


J.  B.  Eccleston,  Secretary [  ••••••••R.  Ringold,  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY  OP  DORCHESTER 

COUNTY,  MARYLAND. 

Joseph  E*  Muse,  President 

Vice-President. 

Charles  Goldsborough,  Esq. 

James  Chaplaine,  Eft}.  Treasurer.  |  James  Bryan,  Esq.  Secretary. 


AUXIUARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY  OF  THE  STATE  OF 

VERMONT. 

The  Hon.  Charles  Marsh,  President. 

Vice-Presidents. 

His  Excellency  C.  P.  Van  Ness.***  | His  Hon.  Aaron  Leland*. 

Directors. 


Hon*  Chauncey  Langdon,... 
Hon.  J.  D.  Farm  worth..... 
Rev.  Jasper  Hazeo,.** •••••• 


••••Rev.  Joel  Winch. 
••••Hon.  Zerab  Willooghby. 
••••Rev.  Chester  Wright. 


Hon.JenduthamjU>omb77Ve<tfiirer.  |  Rev.  Leonard  Worcester,  Secretary. 
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Tbe  Eighth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society,  was  held  in  the  Supreme 
Court  Room,  in  the  Capitol,  Washington  City, 
on  the  19th  of  February. 

The  audience  was  highly  respectable,  and  the 
number  present,  unusually  great  The  attendance 
of  the  venerable  Lafayette  and  several  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  afforded  high  gra- 
tification* 

Wm.  H.  Yitzhugh,  Esq.  one  of  tbe  Vice-Pre- 
sidents of  the  Institution,  took  the  chair;  when  the 
Annual  Report  was  read  by  Mr,  Gurley. 

Robert  Field  Stockton,  Esq.  then  rose,  and  af- 
ter presenting  the  Society  with  a  copy  of  tbe  Con- 
stitution of  the  New  Jersey  Auxiliary  Society, 
together  with  a  series  of  Resolutions  adopted  by 
the  Board  of  Directors,  addressed  the  meeting  in 
ah  appropriate  and  eloquent  manner. 

G.  W.  P.  Custis,  Esq.  then  offered,  and  sup- 
ported by  some  very  energetic  and  interesting  re- 
marks, the  following  resolution;  which  was  unani- 
mously adopted. 

Resolved,  That  General  Lafayette  be  appointed  a  per- 
petual Vice  President  of  this  Society. 

When  this  resolution  was  read,  the  General 
expressed  in  a  few  words,  the  gratification  he  felt 
when  invited  to  attend  the  Eighth  Anniversary 


Meeting  of  this  Society;  towards  which  he  had 
ever 'felt  the  highest  respect  and  affection.  He 
would  candidly  say,  that  to  be  chosen  a  Member 
of  the  Society,  would  give  him  great  pleasure, 
and  be  very  consonant  to  the  principles  of  all  his 
life. 

On  motion  of  General  Walter  Jones, 

Revived  unanimously,  That  this  Society  are  deeply  pe- 
netrated with  regret,  for  the  loss  they  have  been  called  to 
sustain  in  the  recent  death  of  one  of  their  Vice  Presidents, 
General  Robert  Goodloe  Harper;  and  that  his  distinguish- 
ed worth,  and  especially  his  zeal  and  ability  in  the  defence 
and  promotion  of  the  objects  of  this  Institution,  shall  be 
held  in  affectionate  and  perpetual  remembrance. 

Mr.  Gurley  then  addressed  the  meeting,  and 
offered  a  resolution,  which  he  withdrew  at  the 
particular  request  of  one  of  the  Managers. 

"I  he  following  resolutions  were  then  offered, 
and  adopted  without  objection. — 

By  the  Rev.  Dr.  Laurie, 

Rctolved,  That  this  Society  acknowledge  with  grati- 
tude the  important  aid  it  has  received  from  various  auxi- 
liary Institutions. 

By  Charles  Carter  Lee,  Esq. 

Resolved^  That  this  Society  entertain  a  grateful 
sense  of  the  zeal  and  fidelity  with  which  the  Managers 
have  discharged  their  duties  during  the  past  year. 

The  following  Gentlemen  were  then  elected 
Officers  of  the  Society  for  the  ensuing  year. 
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REPORT. 


To  persevere  in  a  good  cause,  is  the  dictate  of 
wisdom.  The  comprehensive  and  determined 
mind  yields  not  to  ordinary  opposition;  its  march 
is  onward,  though  enemies  assail  it  and  obstacles 
are  thrown  in  its  way;  for  it  has  learnt  from  his- 
tory and  experience,  that  almost  every  illustrious 
enterprize  which  the  world  has  seen,  has  been 
consummated  by  mighty,  unremitted,  and  pro- 
tracted effort — by  a  strength  of  purpose  which 
only  death  could  conquer.  The  greatest  benefac- 
tors of  mankind,  having  adopted  their  plans  un- 
der the  sanction  of  conscience,  having  demonstrat- 
ed to  themselves  their  practicability,  have  suffer- 
ed no  conference  with  the  selfish,  the  cold,  or  the 
wavering,  to  binder  them  in  the  commencement  or 
the  progress  of  their  work. 

The  design  of  their  Institution,  appears  to  the 
Managers  of  the  Colonization  Society  to  be  good; 
the  possibility  of  its  accomplishment  is  clearly 
discerned;  nor  since  its  origin,  has  an  event  occur- 
red, which  justifies,  in  their  opinion,  relaxed  ex- 
exertions,  or  reduced  expectations  of  success.  A 
change  in  public  opinion  is  requisite;  and  this 
change  will  be  produced  by  the  repeated  and 
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striking  exhibition  of  certain  truths  and  facts,  de- 
monstrating that  the  object  proposed,  is  essential 
to  the  best  interests  of  our  country,  and  in  alli- 
ance with  the  holiest  purposes  of  justice  and  reli- 
gion. 

Dr.  Ayres,  the  Society's  Agent,  who  had  sailed 
the  second  time  for  the  Colony,  in  April  18^3, 
was  compelled  by  extreme  illness,  in  December 
of  the  same  year,  to  quit  his  station;  and  after  a 
long  and  distressing  passage  in  the  Fidelity, 
reached  Baltimore  in  the  month  of  February. 
Nothing  possible  in  his  weak  and  suffi  ring  state, 
had  been  left  undone  by  this  gentleman  to  coriect 
existing  evils,  and  to  secure  the  prosperity  and 
improvement  of  the  Colony.  Under  his  direction 
the  site  for  the  town  was  accurately  surveyed  and 
judiciously  laid  off;  and  an  impartial  distribution 
was  made  of  the  lots  and  plantations. 

W  ith  this  arrangement,  however,  the  Board  re- 
gret  so  say  some  of  the  earliest  settlers  were  dis- 
satisfied. As  the  founders  and  defenders  of  the 
Colony,  they  considered  themselves  entitled  to 
peculiar  privileges;  and  earnestly  contended  for 
an  admission  of  their  right  to  retain  the  grounds 
upon  which  they  had  originally  fixed  their  habi- 
tations. 

The  ship  Cyrus,  Captain  Gary,  after  a  passage 
of  thirty-two  days,  arrived  at  Liberia  on  the  13th 
of  February,  with  one  hundred  and  five  emigrants; 
an  event,  says  Mr.  Ashmun,  viewed  with  all 
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its  connected  circumstances,  the  most  animating 
which  has  occurred  since  my  residence  in  the 
Colony.  The  light  of  this  mercy  dispelled  the 
gloom  which  began  to  settle  upon  the  Colony,  and 
the  incense  of  gratitude  seemed  to  ascend  from 
every  heart  Universal  health  had  prevailed  da- 
ring the  voyage.  The  landing  was  effected  with- 
out an  accident.  The  supplies  relieved  wants 
the  most  distressing.  And  numerous  testimonies 
to  the  moral  and  religious  worth  of  those  just  ar+ 
rived,  excited  the  belief  that  they  would  exert  an 
influence,  salutary,  extensive,  and  powerful. 

But  hopes  scarcely  formed,  often  perish;  and 
the  loftiest  expectations  are  suddenly  dashed  and 
lost  in  adversity.  But  wisdom  is  prepared  for 
misfortune.  Her  purposes  are  fixed;  nor  can  or- 
dinary disappointment  change  the  character  or 
break  the  energy  of  her  action. 

The  new  emigrants  had  but  just  been  permitted 
to  exchange  congratulations  with  their  friends, 
and  the  Agent  to  announce,  in  a  letter  to  the 
Board,  the  rejoicings  upon  their  arrival,  when  the 
usual  disease  commenced  its  attacks,  and  in  a  few 
days,  not  an  individual  of  their  number  had  ea- 
caped  its  power. 

When  we  consider  the  crowded  and  oncomfort* 
able  condition  of  the  sick,  few  of  whom  had  been 
allowed  time  to  put  up  dwellings;  the  inadequacy 
of  the  medical  stores;  the  want  of  a  physician;-* 
the  early  convalescence  of  all,  except  three  small- 
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children,  will  be  attributed  by  every  devout  mind, 
to  the  special  favour  of  Heaven.  The  services  of 
the  Rev.  Lot  Carey,  who  had  long  assisted  Dr. 
Ayres,  in  ins  attention  to  the  sick,  were  during 
this  season,  extremely  valuable;  and  bis  sedulous 
and  unwearied  efforts  at  all  times,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  afflicted,  demand  the  approbation  and  the 
gratitude  of  the  Board. 

As  soon  as  their  strength  returned,  the  new  Co- 
lonists exhibited  a  spirit  of  subordination,  indus- 
try, and  piety,  equal  to  the  high  expectations  en- 
tertained by  the  Agent 

Mr.  Ashmun,  whose  health  had  long  been  im- 
paired by  disease— whose  mind  was  oppressed  by 
a  weight  of  cares  which  no  single  individual  ought 
to  sustain,  continued  to  discbarge  his  duties  until 
a  short  retirement  from  his  station,  and  a  change 
of  air,  seemed  to  offer  the  only  chance  of  life. 

For  the  benefit  of  any  one  u  ho  might  succeed 
him,  be  left  a  full  statement  of  the  condition  and 
necessities  of  the  Colony;  appointed  E.  Johnson, 
a  man  of  tried  integrity  and  ability,  General  Su* 
perintendant  of  affiurs;  provided  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  recaptured  Africans;  and  took  passage 
for  the  Cape  De  Verds,  on  the  8d  of  April.  The 
vessel  in  which  he  embarked,  was  bound  up  the 
'toast;  and  being  detained  several  weeks  at  Biseao, 
a  Portuguese  settlement,  he  did  not  arrive  at  port 
Pray  a  before  J  uiy. 
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To  make  such  temporary  arrangements  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Colony,  as  circumstances  might  re- 
quire, and  on  the  part  of  the  United  States'  gov* 
eminent,  to  make  such  a  disposal  of  its  property 
on  the  African  coast,  as  might  best  secure  the 
Jkithful  application  of  h  to  the  fulfilment  of  the 
noble  purpose  to  which  it  is  devoted,  Mr.  Gurley 
was  instructed  to  sail  for  Liberia  in  the  schooner 
Porpoise;  and  as  the  season  was  most  unfavoura- 
ble to  health,  he  was  directed  to  return  in  the 
same  vessel.  At  the  Cape  l)e  Verds,  where  the 
schooner  touched  for  supplies,  he  found  Mr.  Ash- 
man, with  bis  strength  renewed,  and  prepared  for 
an  immediate  return  to  the  Colony.  Accommo- 
dations on  board  the  Porpoise,  kindly  offered  by 
Captain  Skinner,  were  accepted:  and  this  vessel, 
after  a  visit  of  two  days  at  Sierra  Leone,  anchor- 
ed  on  the  fSth  of  August,  off  Cape  Montseracfo. 

During  Mr.  Ashmun's  absence,  two  events  had 
concurred  to  produce  a  beneficial  change  in  the 
Colony.  The  pressure  of  want,  in  the  interval 
between  the  consumption  of  the  public  stores  and 
the  arrival  of  supplies  by  the  Fidelity,  had  prov- 
ed an  irresistible  argument  for  exertion,  while  the 
letters  of  the  Board,  received  by  this  vessel,  on 
the  subject  of  the  remonstrance*  and  the  spirit 
which  dictated  it,  had  softened  if  not  subdued  the 
temper  of  rebellion. 

•  Received  by  Dr.  Ayret. 
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In  the  character  and  appearance  of  the  Colony, 
Mr.  (xurley  found  many  sources  of  gratification. 
The  eligible  location  of  the  town;  the  fertility  of 
the  soil;  the  adequate  defences;  the  improvements, 
which,  though  not  what  they  might  have  been, 
•till  indicated  the  application  of  a  very  considera- 
ble amount  of  labour;  the  absence  of  destructive 
disease;  the  active  intelligence;  the  morality  and 
religion;  the  quiet  of  the  Sabbath;  the  Sunday 
Schools,  one  of  which  is  composed  of  native  chil- 
dren; the  general  cheerfulness  and  hope;  and  the 
gratitude  evinced  to  the  Board  for  a  special  mis* 
sitm  in  their  favour; — these  were  circumstances 
witnessed  by  our  Agent  with  inexpressible  plea- 
sure, and  which  it  would  be  ingratitude  to  men- 
tion without  an  acknowledgment  of  the  good  pro- 
vidence of  God.  But  it  must  not  be  concealed, 
that  there  were  other  subjects  for  melancholy 
thought. 

The  government  appeared  feeble  and  relaxed: 
some  were  dissatisfied  with  the  recent  decisions 
of  the  Board;  the  w*ot  of  suitable  medicines,  and 
•specially  of  a  physician,  had  been  felt  in  the  death 
of  several  children*  and  in  the  protracted  debility 
of  the  emigrants  by  the  Cyrus;  household  and 
agricultural  utensils  and  implements,  seeds,  and 
%  thousand  other  things  which  minister  to  comfort 
and  aid  industry,  could  not  be  obtained.  Facts 
of  this  kind,  prevented  the  fulness  of  joyful  emo* 
tiout  and  loudly  appeal  to  every  humane  heart.. 
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.  Mr.  ©uriey's  unremitted  efforts  daring  bis  visit 
to  the  Golony>  in  conjunction  with  those  of  Mr. 
Asbmun,  were  directed  to  the  organization  of  a 
government  which  should  be  energetic  and  per* 
manent;  and  to  the  acquisition  of  such  informa- 
tion as  might  assist  the  Board  in  the  prosecutioh 
of  their  design.  The  few  who  desponded,  were 
encouraged;  resolution  took  the  place  of  imbeci- 
lity; irregularities  were  succeeded  by  order;  and 
the  whole  state  of  affairs,  when  our  Agent  left  the 
Colony,  wore  the  aspect  of  peace,  hope,  and  obe» 
dience. 

Although  in  reference  to  the  government  of  the 
Colony,  the  Managers  cannot  entirely  concur  in 
opinion  with  their  Agent,  yet  they  doubt  not  the 
utility  of  the  recent  mission,  since  it  has  at  least 
called  forth  into  action,  the  best  dispositions  of 
the  Colonists,  and  confirmed  their  faith  in  the 
good  intentions  of  the  Board. 

All  who  reflect,  must  perceive  that  at  this  crisis 
especially,  the  settlement  of  this  Society  in  Libe- 
ria, has  a  claim  upon  the  sympathies  and  chari- 
ties of  our  countrymen.  It  is  now  suffering  those 
privations  which  newly  established  colonies  in  an 
uncultivated  country,  without  the  patronage  and 
protection  of  national  power,  usually  experience: 
privations  which,  nobly  endured,  should  be  gene- 
rously relieved.  Who  can  view  this  Colony  with- 
out interest?  It  promises  to  prove  a  blessed  asy- 
lum for  %  wretched  peoplp.    It  is  already  to  the 
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African  tribes,  like  "a  city  set  upon  a  hill  which 
cannot  be  hid."  A  thousand  barbarians,  who  have 
kmg  made  merchandise  of  their  brethren,  and  been 
regarded  themselves,  as  the  objects  of  a  bloody 
and  accursed  traffick,  come  within  its  gates,  and 
are  taught  the  doctrine  of  immortality — the  reli* 
gion  of  the  Son  of  God.  Heaven  forbid  that  this 
Colony  should  perish;  for  its  influence  to  the  most 
abject,  injured,  and  miserable  of  our  race,  u  ill  be 
cheering  as  "the  day-spring  from  on  high/'  and 
salutary  as  the  waters  of  life. 

The  Board  announce  with  pleasure,  the  rapid 
progress  of  their  cause  in  this  country.  Every 
day  is  popular  sentiment  changing  in  its  favour: 
that  truth  by  which  it  is  sustained,  and  must  tri- 
umph, begins  to  be  felt  from  one  extremity  of  our 
land  to  the  other;  rousing  for  its  defence,  a  thou* 
•and  advocates — securing  to  its  aid,  the  eloquence 
of  the  patriot  and  the  prayers  of  the  saint.  It  k 
even  advanced  by  opposition:  and  those  who  aim 
at  its  defeat,  are  but  helping  it  on  to  victory.  The 
activity  of  friends  or  of  foes,  may  alike  awaken 
thought:  and  the  reflections  of  the  intelligent  and 
the  virtuous,  cannot  fail  to  produce  the  conviction, 
that,  the  plan  of  our  Society  deserves  universal 
approbation. 

Dr.  Ayres,  accompanied  by  the  Rev.  George 
Boyd,  proceeded,  during  the  summer,  on  a  mis* 
sion  for  the  benefit  of  the  Society,  through  the 
middle  and  northern  States.    The  pecuniary  aid 
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received  by  these  gentlemen,  was  inconsiderable: 
fur  at  tbat  time,  the  attention  of  gome  of  the  prin* 
cipal  cities  through  which  they  passed,  was  fixe<| 
gn  the  emigration  to  Hayti;  and  to  obtain  public 
collections  for  our  cause,  was  found  impracticable. 
The  charitable  of  New  England,  were  giving  libe- 
rally to  numerous  other  objects  more  familiar,  and 
therefore  more  interesting;  the-  inadequacy  of  pre* 
vious  information  had  in  numerous  instances  pre* 
vented  the  formation  of  opinions  in  our  favour;  in 
some  minds,  doubts  still  existed  concerning  the 
motives  of  the  Board;  and  little  could  be  done, 
except  in  preparation  for  future  efforts.  The 
Agents  of  the  Society,  reached  Boston  just  after 
the  arrival  of  General  Lafayette,  whose  presence 
attracted  universal  attention.  The  peculiar  inter- 
est excited  by  this  event,  would  have  rendered 
any  attempt  to  obtain  public  meetings,  ineffectual- 
The  views  of  the  Society  were  however,  explain- 
ed in  conversation,  to  many  intelligent  and  judi- 
cious men,  and  their  influence  secured  for  its  sup- 
port. 

In  the  theological  Institution  at  Andover,  Dr* 
Ay  res  found  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  affairs 
of  our  Society,  and  a  unanimous  and  determined 
disposition  to  assist  in  the  prosecution  of  its  object 
A  kindred  and  we  trust  equal  zeal  exists  in  the 
Seminary  at  Princeton;  and  the  influence  of  these 
two  distinguished  schools,  cannot  fail  to  be  felt  ia 
every  State  of  the  Union. 
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At  the  theological  Institution  of  Hampden  and 
Sydney  College,  Virginia,  a  strong  desire  is  felt 
to  recommend  and  promote  our  cause;  and  an  im- 
portant Auxiliary  Society,  it  is  believed,  will  b* 
formed  there* without  delay. 

An  association  of  Clergymen  in  New  f?amp-> 
shire,  heard  Dr.  Ayres  explain  the  intentions  and 
proceedings  of  the  Board,  with  manifest  approba-> 
tion:  and  by  a  resolution,  that  each  member  of 
their  body,  should  preach  once,  at  least,  every 
year,  on  the  subject  of  the  Colonization  Society, 
evinced  their  desire  to  recommend  this  Institution 
to  all  the  citizens  of  the  State. 

The  Managers  with  pleasure  announce  the  re* 
Cent  formation  of  an  Auxiliary  State  Society  in 
New  Hampshire,  which  they  hope  may  prove  no 
less  efficient  and  liberal  than  that  which  has  for 
several  years  existed  in  the  state  of  Vermont 

New  Jersey,  also,  has  during  the  last  summer, 
stood  forth  boldly  in  this  great  cause.  The  offi- 
cers of  the  Society  organized  at  Princeton  in  July, 
are  among  the  first  men  in  the  State;  and  the  en- 
ergy with  which  they  have  commenced  their  ope- 
rations, is  worthy  of  their  character.  They  have 
sought  to  enlighten  the  public  mind,  and  to  estab- 
lish an  Auxiliary  Institution  in  each  County  of  the 
State.  The  spirit  of  activity  and  enterprise  which 
they  have  evinced,  must  in  a  short  time  effect  both 
these  objects.  And  here,  the  Board,  convinced 
that  the  work  in  which  they  are  engaged,  while 
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it  depends  for  its  advancement,  upon  the  offerings 
of  charity,  can  proceed  successfully ,  only  through 
the  agency  of  $tate  Associations,  sustained  by  sub- 
ordinate Societies,  be;  leave  to  invite  the  attention 
of  their  friends  to  the  example  of  New  Jersey, 
and  to  pronounce  it  most  worthy  of  universal  imi- 
tation. 

Christians  of  various  denominations,  have,  to  a 
considerable  extent,  the  last  year,  celebrated  by 
some  religious  service,  the  Anniversary  of  our  na- 
tional Independence,  and  on  this  occasion  shown 
their  charity  as  well  as  gratitude,  by  liberal  con- 
tributions to  our  Society.  We  hope  this  practice 
may  be  generally  adopted. 

The  services  of  the  Rev.  Win.  McKenney  in 
the  lower  counties  of  Virginia,  have  been  highly 
important,  and  the  judicious  and  able  manner  in 
which  they  have  been  performed,  deserves  an  ho- 
nourable and  grateful  mention  by  the  Board. 

Through  the  agency  of  this  gentleman,  the 
plans  and  opinions  of  the  Board  have  been  ex- 
plained to  thousands  who  were  previously  too  un- 
informed to  be  interested,  or  too  mistaken  in  their 
ideas  of  the  object  of  the  Society,  to  form  a  true 
judgment  concerning  it, — several  Auxiliary  Insti- 
tutions have  been  organized,  and  the  requisite 
funds  obtained  for  the  outfit  of  a  vessel,  which 
with  adequate  supplies  and  sixty-eight  emigrants, 
sailed  a  few  days  since  from  Hampton  Roads  for 

the  Colony.    For  a  more  minute  account  of  Mr. 
C 
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M'Keqtiey's  proceedings,  we  beg  leave  to  refer 
to  the  Appendix.* 

The  proposed  establishment  of  an  Institution  in 
which  young  men  of  colour  might  be  prepared  by 
suitable  instruction  in  agriculture,  the  arts,  litera- 
ture, and  religion,  for  extensive  usefulness  in  the 
Colony,  has,  the  Board  rejoice  to  say,  been  ap- 
proved by  their  most  distinguished  friends;  and 
in  preparation  for  such  au  Institution,  measures 
have  already  been  adopted  That  the  formation 
of  this  Institution  may  not  be  delayed,  they  ven- 
ture to  suggest  to  all  who  have  evinced  so  friendly 
an  interest  in  their  concerns,  whether  their  object 
might  not  be  early  effected,  by  a  plan,  similar  to 
that  which  gave  rise  to  the  Foreign  Mission 
School  in  Connecticut. 

The  African  Colony,  blest  with  just  education 
enough  to  feel  its  value,  stretches  out  its  bauds 
towards  its  benefactors,  and  implores  of  them  that 
knowledge,  by  which  alone  it  can  be  conducted  to 
a  rank  among  civilized  nations — that  knowledge, 
which  is  the  minister  to  social  happiness,  the  source 
of  wealth,  the  foundation  of  good  government,  the 
defence  of  freedom,  the  rich  and  imperishable  tiea- 
sure  of  immortal  minds.  To  a  judicious  system 
of  education  in  the  Colony,  the  Board  have  ever 
looked,  as  to  the  last  link  in  the  chain  of  means 
for  its  improvement,  without  which?  the  whole 

•  Note  C. 
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series  of  preceding  operations  must  prove  of  in- 
significant, if  not  doubtful  utility.  Nor  can  we 
■with  propriety,  tax  tbe  benevolence  and  devotion 
of  white  men  with  the  management  of  this  system. 
Although  there  is  no  want  of  individuals  ready  to 
hazard  life,  or  to  die  for  a  noble  cause,  yet  the  sa- 
crifice of  such  men  is  not  to  be  justified,  when  the 
object  to  be  attained,  may  be  safely  accomplished 
fcy  men -of  .colour.  Every  white  man,  who  tries 
a  residence  within  site  degrees  of  the  equator,  does 
it  at  his  peril;  while  the  black  man  may  fix  his 
abode  there  without  hesitation. 

Associations  are  awakened  in  the  minds  of  the 
Managers  *y  the  subject  teferred  to,  indeed  by 
every  thing  connected  with  the  interests  of  the 
African  race,  most  painful  and  poignant;  and 
which  throw  a  melancholy  hue  over  all  the  recol- 
lections and  hopes  of  this  evening.  In  the  death 
of  General  Harper,  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents  of 
this  Society,  the  Managers  feel  that  they  have  lost 
a  friend,  whose  splendid  talents  commanded  the 
respect  of  the  loftiest,  whose  warm,  practical,  and 
efficient  benevolence,  the  affection  of  the  purest 
minds. 

The  Board  do  not  presume  to  pronounce  the 
eulogy  of  this  great  and  virtuous  man.  But  a 
remembrance  of  his  noble  principles  and  (Weds, 
will  not  be  useless,  if,  while  it  gives  a  solace  to 
grief,  it  excites  to  imitation.  That  object,  which 
appeared  to  our  deceased  friend  to  be  so  highly 
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important,  and  which  he  prosecuted  with  so  much 
euergy,  is  yet  to  be  effected — not  by  miracle,  but 
by  the  slopr,  laborious,  persevering  exertions  of 
successive  generations*  Great  changes  in  the 
moral  condition  and  character  of  nations,  seldom 
occur  in  the  period  of  a  single  human  life.  But 
the  iniiuence  of  the  man  of  real  greatness,  shall 
survive  him.  By  the  wisdom  of  his  plans;  by 
deeds  which  fade  not  from  the  memory,  but  shed 
their  illustrious  light  upon  the  progress  of  our 
race;  by  an  example,  which  once  seen,  engraves 
the  image  of  its  own  beauty  on  another's  heart, 
will  lie  hold  communion  with  futurity,  and  still 
act  with  the  virtuous  spirits  of  a  distant  age.  The 
present  Members  of  this  Society,  have  assisted  in 
giving  origin  and  motion  to  a  syste m,  which  will 
operate,  we  trust,  with  enlarged  and  augmented 
energy*  long  after  they  themselves  shall  have 
passed  from  this  into  the  eternal  world. 

The  slave  trade  is  understood  to  have  been 
carried  on,  during  the  last  year,  as  extensively  as 
ever,  and  with  undiminished  atrocity.  The  ne- 
gotiations of  our  Government  with  Great  Britain 
on  this  subject,  which  were  supposed  to  have  been 
happily  terminated,  are,  it  is  painful  to  say,  still 
in  an  embarrassed  state;  though  no  difficulties  are 
thought  to  exist,  which  can  prevent  a  successful 
result.  But  though  the  convention  proposed  be- 
tween thepe  two  Governments  is  not  important,  the 
traffick  can  never  be  suppressed,  except  by  the ' 
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combined  influence  of  all  the  Christian  powers. 
The  voice  of  the  civilized  world  must  denounce 
the  slave  trader  as  a  pirate;  not  a  single  flag  must 
be  permitted  to  protect  him;  not  a  sanctuary  of  re* 
foge  be  left  to  him,  before  he  will  abandon  a  trade, 
which  is  tittle  less  extraordinary  for  its  profits, 
than  for  its  cruelty  and  its  waste  of  human  life. 

Sweden  we  rejoice  to  hear,  has  lately  co-oper- 
ated with  England,  as  Spain,  Portugal,  and  the 
Netherlands  bad  before  done,  in  an  international 
denunciation  of  the  Slave  Trade,  and  in- systema- 
tic efforts  for  its  punishment 

In  the  same  policy,  it  is  understood  through 
her  minister,  Brazil  also,  is  ready  to  unite. 

The  Repoblick  of  Colombia  has  by  law  declar- 
ed (his  traffick  piracy,  and  by  treaty  with  the 
United  States,  denounced  it  as  such.* 

The  first, number  of  the  African  Repository, 
the  intended  publication  of  which  was  some  time 
ago  announced,  will  be  issued  in  the  month  of 
March.  In  this  work  will  be  found  explanations 
of  the  plans  of  this  Society,  and  a  history  of  its 
proceedings,  all  the  interesting  intelligence  which 
may  be  received  from  Africa,  with  such  essays  on 
the  subject  of  colonization,  and  such  information 
concerning  Institutions  of  a  kindred  character  to 
our  own,  as  may  be  expected  to  encourage  our 
friends,  and  extend  the  influence  of  our  cause* 

*  This  Treaty,  we  regret  to  say,  has  been  rejected  by 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
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Earnestly  do  the  Managers  desire  to  give  circula- 
tion, throughout  all  the  borders  of  our  land,  to 
sueh  truths  and  statements  as  may  kindle  a  zeal 
in  every  bosom,  for  the  relief  of  a  people,  who  in 
this  country,  must  ever  feel  the  miseries  of  a  dark 
and  degraded  state,  while  in  Africa*  they  may 
staud  forth  unshackled,  the  friendly  guides  and 
illuminators  of  heathen  tribes  The  Board  trusty 
that  not  in  vain  shall  they  solicit  for  their  work, 
the  patronage  of  all  their  friends. 

The  Managers  have  been  enabled  to  secure  to 
the  Colony  the  services  of  a  very  able  and  re- 
spectable Physician,  who  is  expected  to  sail  for 
Africa  in  the  course  of  a  few  days.  A  very  im- 
portant addition  to  the  comfort  and  health  of  the 
settlement,  cannot  fail  to  result  from  the  kind  and 
judicious  attentions  of  this  gentleman. 

It  is  frequently  asserted  by  the  apologists  for 
selishness  and  indolence,  that  to  indulge  the  hope 
that  this  Society  will  ever  achieve  its  enterprise, 
is  delusive  as  the  expectation  of  a  golden  age,  or 
of  the  universal  perfection  of  mankind.  Yon 
would  not  attempt,  say  they,  to  level  the  Andes 
with  one  hundred  men,  or  by  the  labours  «f  a  sin- 
gle apostle  to  regenerate  the  world.  Think  not, 
then,  with  your  feeble  powers  to  remove  from  our 
land  an  evil,  the  present  extent  and  rapid  growth  of 
which,  are  less  calculated  to  excite  benevolence, 
than  regret;  less  to  kindle  zeal,  than  to  quench 
hope. 
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But  here  let  it  be  remembered,  fast  the  Bfifcrd, 
when  considering  their  design  in  all  its  greatness, 
have  ever  viewed  it,  in  connection,  not  with  tbeir 
weakness,  but  with  our  nation's  strength.  Their 
operations  they  have  regarded  but  as  the  preludes 
to  far  mightier  movements.  They  have  spoken, 
not  so  much  of  what  they  should  do,  as  of  what 
might  be  done.  They  have  expected  no  higher 
honour  than  to  survey  the  ground,  and  collect  to- 
gether a  few  stones  for  the  edifice,  which  if  it  ever 
rises,  must  be  built  up  by  the  State  Governments 
and  the  National  Legislature.  But  should  this 
nation,  as  such,  fail  to  sanction  their  efforts,  they 
will  not  have  laboured  in  vain-.  Truth  may  be 
beneficial  where  it  does  not  triumph,  and  Virtue 
in  misfortune  still  show  her  Light.  _j 

Already  has  this  Hociety  planted  civilized  men 
on  an  uncivilized  shore;  Christians  on  a  soil  where 
Christianity  was  unknown; — and  who  will  dare 
to  assert  that  this  seed  sown  in  weakness,  may 
not  be  raised  in  power  P 

But  the  belief  cannot  be  entertained,  that  Con- 
gress and  the  State  Legislatures  will  long  refuse 
to  patronise  an  object  which  promises  so  large  a 
contribution  to  the  wealth,  political  strength*  and 
moral  interests  of  our  country.  Were  the  Fede- 
ral Government  to  afford  protection  to  the  African 
Colony,  and  to  regulate  its  internal  affairs,  that 
State  would  lo»e  all  pretensions  to  good  policy, 
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which  should  deny  to  its  free  people  of  colour  the 
means  of  transportation. 

It  was  the  intention  of  the  Board  to  present  a 
memorial  to  Congress  during  the  present  session. 
This  intention  has  not  been  fulfilled,  in  conse- 
quence of  circumstances  which  it  is  needless  to 
mention. 

Our  nation  is  crowned  with  honours.  She 
stands  distinguished  above  all  nations,  by  the  wis- 
dom and  freedom  of  her  Institutions;  the  depth 
and  extent  of  her  resources,  and  by  her  aston- 
ishing progress  in  wealth,  population  and  pow- 
er. She  is  now  called  to  the  execution  of  a  work 
which  Heaven  will  assist,  and  all  mankind  ad* 
mire.  Let  her  show  her  might,  and  perform  it. 
Surely  she  will  prove  herself,  magnanimous  as 
powerful — and  just,  as  free; — her  courage  equal- 
ed by  her  generosity,  and  her  benevolence  bright 
as  her  hopes. 


Letters  reeeived  from  Africa  since  this  Report 
was  put  to  press,  state  that  the  Colony  is  ra- 
pidly advancing  in  improvements,  and  is  enjoying 
unexpected  and  unusual  prosperity.  Many  events 
have  recently  concurred  to  promote  the  interests 
of  this  establishment:  especially  the  changes  which 
have  taken  place  in  the  management  of  its  inter- 
nal concerns;  the  increase  of  trade,  and  the  arrival 
of  moral  and  industrious  emigrants. 
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The*  American  Colonization  Society  in  Account  with  Rich- 
ard Smithy  Treasurer. 
1634. 
March  20,  To  cash  paid  William  McKcnney, 


April 


May 

June 


23, 

29, 

12, 

32, 
23, 
15, 

27/ 

17, 
18, 


Sept.     8, 


tsh  paid  William  McKenney,            *  #70 

Ditto      B.  Ayres,         ...  203  37 

Ditto      lots  on  North  Carolina  notes,  2  40 

Ditto      J.  Ashman,            -           -  200 

Ditto            ditto,         -            -  100 

Ditto      Th.  Whelan,          -            -  147  50 

Ditto      R.  R.  Gurley,  50 

Ditto      £.  T.  Ellicott  &  Co.        -         .  68  17 

Ditto      R.  R.  Gurley,             -            -  40 

Ditto      Thomas  George  &  Thomas,  75  48 

Ditto     J.  Ashmun,             -            •<  200 

Ditto      P.  Force,        -            -            -  205 

Ditto      R.  R.  Gurley,         -            •<  250 

bitto      William  McKehney,        -     .  -  50 
Ditto      Geo.  Delius  &  Geo.  Gloystein, 
transportation  Colonists  to 

Africa,              -            -  1080 

Ditto      E.  Tracey,       ...  25 

Ditto      J.  Ashmun's  draft,            -        -  86  10 

Ditto"      Davis  &  Force,        -           -  300 

Ditto      E.  Tracey,         ...  30 

Ditto      Jno  Kennedy,  50 

Ditto      E.  Tracey,         ...  30 

Ditto      R.  R.  Gurley,           -            -  200 

Ditto      E.  Ayres,           -           -           -  71  10 

Ditto      E.  Tracey,                          -  90 

Ditto     loss  on  North  Carolina  notes,  2 

Ditto      William  McKeoney's  draft,  141  80 

Ditto      R.  R.  Gurley,            -            -  30 

Ditto            ditto,            -                        -  150 
Ditto     loss  on  N.  Carolina  notes,  25th 

August,  1824,           -            -  3  50 
To  balance  in  hand,  including  $29,  counterfeits,  810  19 

$4,661  61 

Suftra  CA. 

1824. 

Feb    23,     By  balance,  including  $29,  counterfeits,  #281  72 

1825. 
March  23,  By  donations,  per  Abstract  A,  from  23d  Feb. 

1824,  to  this  day,  inclusive,  $  4,379  89 

1 1 

$4,661  61 


Not. 
Dec. 


22, 

24, 
2T, 

2. 

5, 

6, 

27, 

1825 

Jan'ry.  3, 

6. 

Feb.     26, 

March  19, 

23, 


From  the  Account  and  Abstract  B,  of  the  Rev.  I .  D. 
Dewey,  Agent,  herewith  transmitted,  it  appears  that  Mr. 
D 
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Dewey  collected  for  the  use  of  the  Society,  from  Sept. 
1823,  to  Nov.  1824,  -  -  #  854  04 

And  that  he  expended  for  the  Society,  includ- 
ing his  salary,  $  564  45 
And  transmitted  to  the  Treasurer,  on  the  3d 

December,  1823,  100 

Ditto,  38th  January,  1825,  190         854  46 

Leaving  a  balance  in  his  hands,  of  59 

It  appears  from  a  memorandum,  C,  herewith  submit- 
ted, furnished  the  Treasurer  by  the  Kev.  R.  R.  Gurley, 
that  the  Rev.  Wis.  McKenney  received  from  various 
•ources, $2,133  a* 

And  expended  in  the  outfit  of  the  brig  Hunter,  and 
for  his  own  salary,  ....  2,170  82 

Leaving  a  balance  in  his  favour,  of       #37  60 


A. 

Abstract  of  Money  ftaid  to  Richard  Smith,  Treasurer  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  from  23d  feb.  1824,  to 
234  March,  1825. 
1824. 
March    5,  Bj  Rev.  Joseph  Smith,  of  Harrisonburg,  Va.  per 

Hon.  Mr.  McCoy,    -  .        #20 

6,        Rev.  Alexander  Irvine,  of  Maloqe,  New-York, 

collected  from  his  charge,         -  20 

8,        A.  Smith,  per  Mr.  John  Underwood,      -  10 

G.  W.  P.  Custis,  his  annual  subscription, 

per  ditto,  ...  5 

Proceeds  of  work  done  by  the  female  teach- 
ers of  the  Taneytown  Sunday  School, 
Maryland,  to  be  applied  to  Missionary 
purposes,  20 

12,    -    David  I.  Burr,  to  make  the  Rev.  Jesse  H. 

Turner,  a  member  for  life,        -  20 

A  Lady,  per  Rev.  R  R.  Gurley,  -  1  50 

19,  Rev.  Benjamin  J.  Lowe,  Johhsonburg,  New 
Jersey,  collected  in  the  Presbyterian 
Congregation,  -  g 

23,  Rev.  Wm.  Meade,  in  part  of  a  legacy  of  his 

sister,  Lucy  F.  Meade,        -  -        750 

Rev.  A.  Sbinn,  of  Baltimore,  Md.     -  3 

24,  Abner,  McGeehee,  of  Georgia,  per  Hon.  W. 

Thompson,  ...  30 

25,  Auxiliary  Society,  at  Richmond,  Va.  192 
*>•                  Ditto           at  Fayetteville,  N.  C.  48 

#1117  50 
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Amount  brought  over,  $1X17  5ft 

Ber.  R.  R.  Gurley,  the  donation  from  a  cha- 
rity box  of  a  young  Lady ,  in  the  District,      4  75 

Thoa.  Tarbell,  contributed  in  various  placet 
in  New- England,  -        500 

Her.  Doct  Win.  H.  Wilmer,  of  Alexandria, 
D.  C.  per  Rev.  Mr  Hawley,  -  300 

Key.  John  H.  Church,  D.  1).  Pelham,  N.  H., 

by  Hon.  1.  Bell,  -  -  2 

Hey.  Dr.  Wm.  H.  Wilmer,  per  Rev.  Mr.  Haw- 
ley,  12 

Auxiliary  8ociety,  Newburyport,  Mats.,  per 
Hon.  J.  Nelson,  -  417 

Ditto  Vermont,  per  Thomaa 

Tarbell,  Eaq.  -  .  -  210 

Thomas  Tarbell,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  for  col- 
lections, •  -  19 

Robert  Minshall,  of  Virginia,  for       ditto  6 

George  Herde,  of  Baltimore,  Md.  per  Rev. 

R.  R.  Gurley,  -  -  -  10 

Mrs.  Deadrick,   of  Jones  co.  Tennessee, 

per  Judge  White,         -  S 

Thomaa  Fairfax,  Esq.  of  Virginia,  per  Hon. 

Mr.  Mercer,  ...  100 

Joseph  Brown,  Augusta  Co.  Virginia,  per 

P.  E.  Thomas,  of  Baltimore,  Md.  S 

Several  Ladies,  Georgetown,  D.  C.  to  con- 
stitute Rev.  Mr.  Gurley,  a  member  for 
life,        ...  38 

7,  Collections  in  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hawley 's  Church, 

Washington,  D.  C.  4th  inst.  .        -  29  91 

Ditto  in  Rev.  Mr.  Post's     do.        do     do.      16 
Ditto  in  Rev.  Dr.  Balch's  do.  Geo.  Town,  do.   17  12 

8,  Ditto  in  Rev.  Mr.  Little's  do.  Washington,  do.  34  10 

9,  Ditto  in  Rev.  Dr.  Laurie's  do.        do.         do,  10 
10,        Ditto  in  the  Congregational  Church,  Middle* 

burg,  Connecticut,  do.  -  6 

12,        Ditto  In  Rev.  Mr.  Allen's       do.    Washing. 

ton,  D.  C  do.  -  -  9  42 

Ditto  in  Rev.  W.  R.  Smith's  do.    Northum- 
berland, Pa.  do.  •  -  -     10 
DUto  in  Rev.  Mr.  Croc's       do.  Shrewsbu- 
ry, New-Jersey,  do.  8 
Ditto  in  St.  Ann'a                 do    Annapolis, 

Maryland,  do.  •  -  -     22  24 

Ditto  in  Rev.  Mr.  Mllvaine's  do.  Geo.  Town, 

D.  C    do.  -  -  -  27  12 

Capt.  Isaac  Bronson,  of  New-Haven,  Conn. 

per  Eli  Thompson,  2 

Aug.    10,  From  a  young  Lady,  Fauquier  co.  Virginia,      •    17  50 

a  little  Girl,  in       do.    the  reward  of  in- 
dustry, -  •  -2 

$2476  67 


1824. 
Mar. 

30, 

April 

6, 

# 

V, 

M. 

may 

U. 

33, 

«?, 

M. 

June 

17. 

July 

u 
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Amount  brought  over,  $24,76  67 

1824. 
Aug.    29,  From  a  benevolent  Individual,  in  Fauquier,  the 

produce  of  labour,  -  50 

18,  Collections   in   the    Episcopal  Church, 

Hagerstown,  Maryland,  4th  July,       -     25 
35,  Auxiliary  Society,  Nansemond  co.  Va.        125 

Ditto  Hertford  count)%  do.       48 

Ladies,  of  Murfrgesborough,  N.  C.  per 

W.  M'Kenney,      -  -  .  25  50 

28,  Collections  at  Elk  Ridge  Church,  Mary- 

land, 25th  July,  .  -  -     12  50 

Sept.   13,  Ditto    2d  Baptist  Church,  Baltimore, 

Maryland,  4th  July,  *  5 

24,  Auxiliary  Society,  Talbot  county,  Md.        100 

Oct.     21,  Joseph  I,.  Smith,  Frederick  co.    do.  40 

30,  A  Lady,  of  Md.,  per  Rev.  Mr.  Aydelot,  1  84 

A  Friend  of  Z<on,  -  •       5 

Auxiliary  Society,  of  Georgetown,  D.  C.     34  75 
Nov.      5,  Ditto  Kent  county,  Md.,  80 

9,  Anonymous,  of  Alexandria,  D.  C      -  30 

1$,  Collections  at  Rockville,  Maryland,  4th 

July,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Mines,       ,  •  -        6  06 

13,  Presbyterian  Church,  Goshen,  New- York, 

to  constitute   their  pastor,   the   Rev. 
Ezra  Fish,  a  life  member,  -  30 

Collections,   4th  July,    in   Presbyterian 
Church,  Orange  county,  New  York,  5 

Deo.      6,  Society  of  Ladies,  in  Frederick  Parish, 

Virginia,  .  -  -  -   114  88 

Auxiliary  Society,  Greenbrier  co  Va.,         42 
11,  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  New  York,  per 

John  Redfield,  Treasurer,  42  07 

13,  Auxiliary  Society,  Frederick  county,  Va^  230 

**»  Ditto  Putnam  county,  Geo.,     50 

18»  Ditto  Charleston  Virginia,       70 

29,  Three  Ladies  in  Virginia,  -  -     20 

1825. 

(Jan.       6V  Auxiliary  Society,  Fayetteville,  N.  C.  27 

14,  Benjamin  Ely,         -      5^ 

Isaac  Orr,  5  1         a    .  _, 

2d  Eccl.  Society,  Hart.    1  P*!  Seth  .*? "*    _ 
ford,  Conn.  4f    J^Sf111*'     16 

William  Hill,  1        ford» Conn" 

B   B   Dxrmood,  lj 

A  Lady  in  Hartford,  3} 
Daniel  Jones,  do.      1  Cper  R.  B.  Gurley,     5 
A  Friend,        do.       1  j 

28,  Auxiliary  Society,  Wilmington,  Delaware,    54  59 

Isaac  Paffer,  Richmond,  New-York,  1 

Rev    L.  D   Dewey,  of  New-York,  per  E. 
B.  Caldwell,  Esq.       -  -  -    190 

$3913  36 
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Amount  brought  over,  $391356 

1825. 
Feb.    23,  From  Llberian  Society,  Essex  county,  Virginia, 

per  Mr.  Mercer,*                  -            -  30 

John  L.  Sullivan,       -            -            -  JL 
Presbyterian  Congregation,  Salisbury,  Pa. 

per  Mr.  Ingham,                    -  6 
26,             Rev.  Mr  Bell's    do.   New-Castle  county, 

Delaware,  20 

Auxiliary  Society,  Eaton  ion,  Georgia,  30      * 

28,                         Ditto            Vermont,       ~            -  350 

Mar.     14,             Rev.  David  A.  Sherman,  Knoxville,  Tenn.  5 

John  Sessford, — at  general  annual  meet- 
ing, 1 
19,             One  of  the  Indian  Delegation,                -  1 

23,              A ,  of  Massachusetts,  20 

A  >oung  Lady,— a  donation,  14th  Febru- 
ary, 1825.               -             -            -  2  5: 


*> 


S379  89 

*  We  have  received  the  following  interesting  account  of  the 
origin  and  design  of  the  Liberian  Society,  mentioned  in  the  ab- 
sract. 

This  little  association  was  formed  in  the  month  of  October 
last,  for  the  sole  :  urpose  of  aiding,  as  far  as  such  small  means  could 
do  so,  the  highly  benevolent  views  of  the  Colonisation  Society. 
It  consists  entirel)  of  ladies, — principally  of  the  family  of  Mrs. 
James  M.  Gamett;  and  includes  the  greater  part  of  her  pupils. 
Several  neighbouring  ladies  however,  have  become  members;  and 
such  is  the  popularity  of  the  object,  that  it  is  confidently  believed 
every  one  in  the  county  would  do  so,  if  it  were  practicable  to 
attend  the  meetings.  These  take  place  every  Saturday;  the 
whole  of  which  is  devoted  to  the  making  of  various  little  articles, 
both  for  ornament  and  use,  which  excite  the  industry,  at  the 
same  time,  that  they  exercise  the  ingenuity  of  the  fabricsnovs. 
These  articles  are  sold,  and  the  entire  proceeds  are  to  be  trans- 
mitted, from  time  to  time,  to  the  Colonization  Society.  The  de- 
mand for  the  work  of  this  Institution,  far  exceed*  their  present 
power  of  supplying  it.  „ 


B. 

Account  of  Monies  received  for  the  American  Colonization 

Society,  by  the  Rev*  L.  D.  Dewey,  Agent, 

1823. 

Sept.  Of  Colonel  Henry  Rutgers,  New  York,  $  100 

Catharine  Depheyster,        ditto,  25 

General  Matthew  L.  Clarkson,  ditto,  25 

George  Gallagher,        -            -  10 

$  160  00 


99 


ISA 


Oct* 


Nov. 


Amount  brought  over. 


$16* 


1824. 
Feb. 


March, 


Teb. 
April, 


May, 


Of  Jonathan  Little,        .... 
H.  Remsen,        ..... 
F.  W.  Steinbrenner,  '     -  - 

William  Smith,  .... 

Eliza  Woodruff,  Morristown,  New  Jersey, 
Mrs.  Bunnet,  •  .... 

A  coloured  Friend,         .... 
J.  Seymour,  .... 

Miss  Thorburn,  .... 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Wilson,  Newburgh* — a  collection  in 
the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  under  bis 
chaise,  -  •  • 

John  Brown,  Newburgh,        -  -  . 

Cash  at  Newburgh,     .... 
Collection  at  Waterford,  ... 

Thomas  Basse],  Lansinburg, 
Captain  W.  V.  Belknap,  ... 

Life  Subscriber: 
Rer.  John  Johnston,  by  ladies  of  his  society,  New- 
burgh, 
— —  Nathan  Bangs,  by  young  ladies  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church,  New  York, 

—  Gardiner  Spring,  D.  D.  by  ladies  of  his  soci* 

ety,  New  York, 

—  James  M.  Matthews,  D.  D.  by  ladies  of  hit 

congregation,  New  York, 
— — -  Gilbert  R.  Livingston,  by  coloured  people 

of  his  congregation,  Coxsackte, 
Waterford  Auxiliary  Colonization  Society, 
Hudson         ditto  ditto, 

H.  R.  Townsend,  New  York, 
George  Buckley        ditto,  ... 

Cash,  ditto, 

Collected  by  the  Greek  Committee  at  Newburgh, 


10 

5 

IS 

5 
10 
1 
1 
2 
1 


11  50 

2 

1 

6 

5 
15 


30  2* 

30 

30 

30 

30 
20 

as 
i 
l 

3 
11  87 


Annual  Subscribers  of  New  York,  obtained  between  Sept. 

10  and  November  28, 1824. 


J«»  Morrison, 
John  Ferguson, 
Abner  Halsey, 
J.  P.  Haven, 
Gaius  Fenn, 
Cornelius  Dubois, 
Win.  Thorburn, 
L.  D.  Dewey,    - 
Marcus  Wilbur, 


#3 


•  n 


Amount  brought  over,     #11 


Rev.  8.  H.  Cone, 

1 

Rev.  Charles  G.  Sonuners, 

1 

David  Codwise, 

1 

David  Johnson, 

1 

E.  Holbrook, 

1 

Rev.  J.  Williams, 

1 

G.  P.  Scott,     - 

1 

Rev.  Eli  Baldwin, 

1 

1 

Charles  G.  Haines,    • 

1 

#481  62 


Put  New  York*  instead  of  Newburgh,  in  the  last  report. 


SI 


Amount  brought  over,       #481  63 
fourth  of  July  CillecHnufor  1823. 
By  the  Congregational  Church  *nd  Society,  Lauesborough, 

Massachusetts,  5 

By. Congregational  Society  of  Great  Barrington,  Mass.  &  21 

F*r  1824. 
From  Bey.  John  9.  Adrianu,  in  thefDutch  Reformed  Church,  13  SO 
In  Peru,  Massachusetts, 

Bridgeport,  Connecticut, 

Union  Parish,  Southhold, 

Presbyterian  Church,  Galway, 

Low  Dutch  Reformed  Church  of  New  Holland,  Bucks 
county,  Pennsylvania, 

Greenbush,  Dutch  Reformed  Church, 

Parsippany,  New  Jersey, 

Southhold  congregation, 

Mercer  congregation,  Pennsylvania, 

Green's  Farms,  Connecticut, 

Sweden,  Monroe  county, 

Ashfield,  Massachusetts, 

Norwalk,  Connecticut, 

Geneva,  ... 

BloomfieM,  New  Jersey, 

Bfoomingale, 

FeekskiU, 

Mount  Pleasant, 

Fairhaven,  Massachusetts,     - 

Augusta,  ... 

Chatham, 

Newbedford,  Massachusetts, 

Wareham,  Massachusetts, 

Middletown,  Orange  county, 

Nassau, 

Newburgb,  1st  Presbyterian  Society, 

Durham,  ditto, 

Wheatland, 

Camden,  ... 

D'Kalbe,       ... 

Pokeepsie, 

Seotchtown,  Orange  county,  '    - 

Lebanon,  New  Jersey, 

Whitehouse,  New  Jersey, 

Sheffield,  Massachusetts, 

Catskill,  Dutch  Reformed  congregation, 

Homer,        ... 

Wilton,  Connecticut, 

Hopewell,  New  Jersey,  • 

FishkHl,  (Presbyterian) 


s 

-  * 

5 

7 

ES 

5  31 

8 

* 

42* 

10 

8  5* 

449 

5 

12 

30 

20  80 

14  60 

5 

5  If 

12 

15 

5  7S 

8 

3  rt 

•   .  5  05 

7  25 

15  04 

6  31 

8  37 

4 

2 

-   8  IS 

4  53 

2  58 

4  22 

7  88 

$  is 

20 

14 

&  7$ 

4  50 

$855  04 
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C. 

Statement  of  jiublic  and  firivate  Collection*,  made  by  the 
Rev.  Wnu  McKt  nney  for  and  on  account  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society. 
1324. 

July  4,  In  the  Presbyterian  Church,  Norfolk,  $32  90 

Methodist        ditto,      ditto,  23  30 

Baptist  ditto,      ditto,  8 

9,  Donation  from  Wm    Boush,  Princess  Ann  county,     10 
11,  Collected  in  the  old  Episcopal  church,  Williamsburg,  38  57 
28,        ditto  Methodist  ditto,    Smithfield,       13  81 

Aug.      Received  from  the  I <adtes  of  Murfreesborough,  N.  C.  25  50 
From  the  Auxiliary  Society  ot  Hertford  county,  do.  48 
In  an  open  letter,  to  my  care,  directed  to  R.  Smith, 
Esq.  from  the  Nansemond  County  Auxiliarj  Co- 
lonization Society,  (Suffolk,   Virginia,)  and  for 
warded  to  him  by  me,  125 

31,  Collected  in  the  Methodist  church,  Hampton;  V*.      10 
Sept.     Hampton  Auxiliary  society,  (Elizabeth  county)  50 

Oct.      Collected  in  Jones  Meeting  house,  Sussex  county,      lu  82 
Ditto        Comanns  Well  ditto,  2  75 

10,         Ditto        Forts  Meeting  house,        ditto,  2  50 

Donation  from  Colonel  Austin  Claiborne,  Greens- 
ville c  Hinty,  5 
Ditto  from  Mrs.  Elizabeth  B.  Wilkins,    ditto,  4 
Ditto           Mr.  Knight  of  North  Cftroftna,  1 
Dec.      Isle  of  Wight  County  Auxiliary  Society,  (Smithfield)  53 
Collected  in  Charles  City  county, 

James  Hanisson,  10 

William  E.  Hill,  5 

John  Minge,  Jr.  5 

,  Miss  Nelson,  6 

David  Minge,  20 

Miss  E.  Koyster,  1 

Doctor  Wilkinson's  donation  to  the  emigrants  from 

Charles  City  county, 

Two  shoats,  five  bushels  pease, 

James  Hanisson,   Six    ditto,      ditto. 

Received  from  G.  Dissosway,  Treasurer  of  the  Pe- 
tersburg Auxiliary  Society,  364  24 
Ditto    from  Benjamin  Brand,  Treasurer  of  the 

Richmond  Auxiliary  Society,  352  93 

Ditto    from  the  following  persons,  for  freights 
in  the  Hunter  for  Liberia — 
Mr  Brand  of  Richmond,  for  3  hhds.  of  tobacco,  45 
Mr.  Crane  of  Richmond,  for  3  do.  do.,  4  bbls  of 
whiskey,  5  large  cases,  6  small  do.,  1  keg  to- 
bacco, 1  role  sole  leather,  one  keg  nails.  &c     89  25 
Miles  King,  Esq.  Navy  Agent,  for  the  govern- 
ment stores,  specified  in  the  paper  marked  F,  524  37 

Amount  carried  over,  £1886  94 
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1834.  Amount  brought  over,        $  1886  94 

Dec.  Received  for  freights  on  board  Abel  Pearson's 
schooner  from  Richmond,  chartered  to  convey 
the  emigrants  from  Richmond  and  Charles  Ci- 
ty County,  viz. 

From  Mr.  Brand,  for  3  hhds.  tobacco,  3  75 

—  Crane,  for  sundries,  9  82 

Collected  in  Norfolk  by  the  Colonization  Society,     186  38 

2086  89 
Deduct  from  the  above,  5  per  cent,  on  $73  50  re- 
ceived from  Murfreesborough,  viz.  $25  50  from 
the  Ladies,  and  48  from  the  Auxiliary  Society, 
being  the  discount  1  paid  to  reduce  it  into  Vir- 
ginia money,  at  the  time  1  remitted  to  Mr.  Smith,       3  67 

2083  22 
Add  to  the  above,  the  sum  of  Fifty  Dollars,  ad- 
vanced to  me  when  1  accepted  my  present  agen- 
cy, on  the  14th  of  last  June,  50  00 

$2,133  22 


Freight  charged  f •  Emigrant*. 

John  Griffin,  1  hhd.  tobacco,              -               -  $  13  25 

Jones  &  Brown,  1        do.            -               -  •          13  25 

Mr.  Johnson,  Colonist,  1  do*               -                -  13  25 

$39  75 
Noti.— In  these  charges,  the  freight  from  Richmond  is  includ- 
ed.   I  put  them  at  $12  freight  to  Liberia. 
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PAPERS  A. 

Constitution  of  the  American  Society  for  Colonizing  the  fret 
People  of  Colour  of  the  United  State*. 

Artice  1.  This  Society  shall  be  called,  "The  Ameri- 
can Society  for  colonizing  the  Free  People  of  colour  of 
the  United  States." 

Article  2.  The  object  to  which  its  attention  is  to  he 
exclusively  directed,  is  to  promote  and  execute  a' plan  for 
colonizing  (with  their  consent)  the  free  people  of  colour, 
residing  in  our  country,  in  Africa,  or  such  other  place  as 
Congress  shall  deem  most  expedient.  And  the  Society 
shall  act,  to  effect  this  object,  in  co-operation  with  the 
general  government,  and  such  of  the  states  as  may  adopl 
regulations  upon  the  subject. 

Article  3.  Every  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who 
shall  subscribe  these  articles,  and  be  an  annual  contribu- 
tor of  one  dollar  to  the  funds  of  the  Society,  shall  be  a 
member.  On  paying  a  sum  not  less  than  30  dollars,  at 
one  subscription,  shall  be  a  member  for  life. 

Article  4.  The  officers  of  this  Society  shall  be,  a 
President,  thirteen  Vice  Presidents,  a  Secretary,  a 
Treasurer,  a  Recorder,  and  a  Board  of  Managers,  com- 
posed of  the  above  named  officers,  and  twelve  other 
members  of  the  Society.  They  shall  be  annually  elected 
by  the  members  of  the  Society,  at  their  annual  meeting 
on  new  year's  day,  (except  when  that  happens  to  be  the 
Sabbath,  and  then  the  next  day)  and  continue  to  dis- 
charge their  respective  duties  till  others  are  appointed. 
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Artiolk  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to 
preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Society  and  of  the  Board  of 
Managers,  and  to  call  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  of  the 
Board,  when  he  thinks  necessary,  or  when  required  by 
any  three  members  of  the  Board. 

Article  6.  The  Vice  Presidents,  according  to  senio- 
rity, shall  discharge  these  duties  in  the  absence  of  the 
President. 

Article  7.  The  Secretary  shall  take  minutes  of  the 
proceedings,  prepare  and  publish  notices,  and  discharge 

such  other  duties  as  the  Board,  or  the  President;  or  is. 

« 

his  absence  the  Vice  President,  according  to  seniority, 
(when  the  Board  is  not  sitting)  shall  direct.  And  the 
Recorder  shall  record  the  proceedings  and  the  names  of 
the  members,  and  discharge  such  other  duties  as  may  be 
required  of  him. 

Article  8.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  and  take 
charge  of  the  funds  of  the  Society,  under  such  security 
as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Board  of  Managers;  keep 
the  accounts,  and  exhibit  a  statement  of  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures at  every  annual  meeting,  and  discharge  such 
other  duties  as  may  be  required  of  h,im. 

Article  9.  The  Board  of  Managers  shall  meet  on  the 
first  Monday  in  January,  the  first  Monday  in  April,  the 
first  Monday  in  July,,  and  the  first  Monday  in  October, 
every  year,  and  at  such  other  times  as  the  President  may 
direct.  They  shall  conduct  the  business  of  the  Society, 
and  take  such  measures  for  effecting  its  object  as  they 
shall  think  proper,  or  shall  be  directed  at  the  meetings 
of  the  Society,  and  make  an  annual  report  of  their  pro- 
ceedings. They  shall  also  fill  up  all  vacancies  occurring 
during  the  year,  and  make  such  by-laws  for  their  govern- 
ment as  they  may  deem  necessary,  provided  the  same 
are  not  repugnant  to  this  constitution. 
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Article  10.  Every  Society  which  shall  be  formed  in 
the  United.  States  to  aidin  the  object  of  this  association, 
and  which  shall  co-operate  with  its  funds  for  the  pur- 
poses thereof,  agreeably  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of 
this  Society9  shall  be  considered  auxiliary  thereto,  and  its 
officers  shall  be  entitled  to  attend  and  vote  at  all  meetings* 
of  the  Society,  and  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 


Form  of  a  Constitution  for  Auxiliary  Societies. 

Art.  1.     This  Society  shall  be  called  the 
Colonization  Society,  and  shall  be  auxiliary  to  the  Ameri- 
can Colonization  Society. 

Art.  2.  The  object  to  which  its  views  shall  be  exclu- 
sively directed  is  the  colonization,  on  the  coast  of  Africa, 
with  their  own  consent,  of  the  free  people  of  colour  of  the 
United  States;  and  this  Society  will  contribute  its  funds 
and  efforts  to  the  attainment  of  that  object,  in  aid  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society. 

Art.  3.  The  officers  of  this  Society  shall  be  a  Presi- 
dent, two  Vice  Presidents,  twelve  Managers,  a  Secretary, 
and  Treasurer,  who  shall  also  be  members  of  the  Board 
of  Managers;  all  of  whom  shall  be  elected  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Society;  and  shall  have  power  to  fill  up  all 
vacancies  occurring  during  the  year. 

Art.  4.  Every  person  who  shall  subscribe  his  name 
to  this  constitution,  and  pay  annually 

or  upwards,  to  the  Treasurer,  shall 
be  a  member  of  the  Society;  and  every  person  who  shall 
at  any  one  time,  subscribe  and  pay 
dollars,  or  upwards,  shall  be  a  member  for  life. 

Art.  5.     The  Society  shall  meet  annually  at 

on 
at  o'clock, 
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for  the  purpose  of  electing  officers,  and  receiving  the  re- 
port of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

Art.  6.  There  shall  be  a  Delegate  annually  appointed 
to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  parent  Society,  at  Washing- 
ion,  and  report  thereto  the  state  of  this  Society. 

Art.  7.  A  member  may  at  any  time  discontinue  hit 
subscription,  by  notifying  the  Treasurer  thereof. 


PAPERS  B. 

Resolution  floated  by  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  23d  Dcr 

cember,  1816. 

Whereas,  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia  have  re- 
peatedly sought  to  obtain  an  asylum,  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  United  States,  for  such  persons  of  colour  as  had  been, 
or  might  be  emancipated  under  the  laws  of  this  Common- 
wealth; but  have  hitherto  found  all  their  efforts  for  the 
accomplishment  of  this  desirable  purpose  frustrated, 
either  by  the  disturbed  state  of  other  nations,  or  domes- 
tic causes  equally  unpropitious  to  its  success;-— they 
now  avail  themselves  of  a  period  when  peace  has  healed 
the  wounds  of  humanity,  and  the  principal  nations  of 
Europe  have  concurred  with  the  government  of  the 
United  States  in  abolishing  the  African  slave  trade,  (a 
traffic  which  this  Commonwealth  both  before  and  since 
the  Revolution,  zealously  sought  to  terminate,)  to  renew 
this  effort,  and  do,  therefore,  Revolve,  That  the  Executive 
be  requested  to  correspond  with  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  territory 
upon  the  coast  of  Africa,  or  upon  the  shore  of  the  North 
Pacific,  or  at  some  other  place,  not  within  any  of  the 
States,  or  territorial  governments  of  the  United  States, 
to  serve  as  an  asylum  for  such  persons  of  colour  as  are 
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now  Free,  and  may  desire  the  same,  and  for  those  wht 
may  hereafter  be  emancipated  within  this  Common- 
wealth; and  that  the  Senators  and  Representatives  of  this 
State,  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  Scates,  be  requested 
to  exert  their  best  efforts  to  aid  the  President  of  the 
United  States  in  the  attainment  of  the  above  object: 
provided^  that  no  contract  or  arrangement  respecting 
■uch  territory,  shall  be  obligatory  upon  this  Common- 
wealth, until  ratified  by  the  Legislature. 


Resolution  flatted  unanimously  by  the  Legislature  of  Ma- 
ryland, 

MBy  the  House  of  Delegates,  January  26,  1818. 

Resolved  unanimously ,  That  the  Governor  be  requested 
to  communicate  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress,  the 
•pinion  of  this  General  Assembly,  that  a  wise  and  provi- 
dent policy  suggests  the  expediency,  on  the  part  of  our 
national  government,  of  procuring,  through  negotiation, 
by  cession  or  purchase,  a  tract  of  country  on  the  western 
coast  of  Africa  for  the  colonization  of  th#  free  people  of 
colour  of  the  United  States/'  ' 


Resolution  flossed  by  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee, 

Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ten* 
nesseC)  That  the  Senators  in  Congress  from  this  State  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  instructed,  and  that  the  Representa- 
tives be,  and  they  are  hereby  requested,  to  give  to  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  any  aid  in  their  power^ 
in  devising  and  carrying  into  effect,  a  plan  which  may 
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have  for  its  object  the  colonizing,  in  some  distant  coun- 
try, the  free  people  of  colour  who  are  within  the  limits' of 
the  United  States,  or  within  the  limits  of  any  of  their 
territories. 


Trenton,  N.  J.  January  25,  1825. 

Sir :  In  compliance  with  a  joint  Resolution  of  both 
Houses  of  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey,  I  have  the 
honor  of  transmitting  to  you  the  annexed  copy  of  certain 
Resolutions,  passed  by  them  at  their  late  session,  with  a 
request  that  you  will  co-operate  in  all  national  measures 
having  a  tendency  to  effect  the  objects  therein  mentioned. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

I.  H.  WILLIAMSON. 
Hon.  Lewis  Condiot. 

STATE  OF  NEW  JERSEY. 

Resolved,  by  the  Council  and  General  Assembly  of  this 
State,  That  the  consideration  of  a  system  providing  for 
the  gradual  emancipation  of  the  people  of  colour  held  in 
servitude  in  the  United  States,  be  recommended  to  the 
Legislatures  of  the  several  States  of  the  American  Union, 
and  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved^  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Legislature,  a 
system  of  foreign  colonization,  with  correspondent  mea- 
sures, might  be  adopted,  that  would  in  due  time  effect  the 
entire  emancipation  of  the  slaves  in  our  country,  and  fur- 
nish an  asylum  for  the  free  blacks,  without  any  violation 
of  the  national  compact,  or  infringement  of  the  rights  of 
individuals;  and  that  such  a  system  should  be  predicated 
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upon  the  principle,  that  the  evil  o(  slavery  is  a  national 
one,  and  that  the  People  and  the  States  of  this  Union 
ought  mutually  to  participate  in  the  duties  and  burden* 
of  removing;  it. 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  request" 
echto  forward  a  copy  of  these  Resolutions  to  the  Execu- 
tive of  each  State  in  the  Union,  respectively,  with  a  re- 
quest that  they  lay  the  same  before  their  several  Legis- 
latures; and  that  his  Excellency  will  also  forward  a  like 
copy  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con* 
gress,  requesting  their  co-operation  in  all  national  mea- 
sures having  a  tendency  to  effect  the  same  object  embraced 
therein. 


In  January,  1824,  the  Legislature  of  Ohio  adopted  ft? 
solutions,  recommending  the  gradual  but  entire  emanci* 
pation  Qf  slaves,  and  a  system  of  Foreign  Colonization; 
and  the  passage  of  a  law  by  the  General  Government, 
with  the  consent  of  the  slave-holding  States,  providing 
that  all  children  born  of  slaves  thereafter,  be  free  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one;  and  recognizing  the  evil  of  slavery  as 
a  national  one,  and  the  principle  that  all  the  States  should 
share  in  the  duties  and  burdens  of  removing  it. 

The  Legislatures  of  Rhode  Island  and  Indiana,  bar* 
(if  we  mistake  not)  adopted  similar  resolutions* 


Resolution  submitted  for  consideration  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  18M  February >  1825,  by  Mr.  King  oj  Jfev* 
York. 
Resolved  by  the  Senate  of  the.  United  States  of  America^ 

That,  so  soon  a,s  the  portion  of  the  existing  funded  debt 
F 
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of  the  United  States,  for  the  payment  of  whkh  the  public 
land  of  the  United  States  is  pledged,  shall  have  been 
paid  off:  then,  and  thenceforth,  the  whole  of  the  public 
land  of  the  United  States,  with  the  nett  proceeds  of  all 
future  sales  thereof,  shall  constitute,  and  form,  a  Fund, 
which  is  hereby  appropriated,  and  the  faith  of  the  United 
States  is  pledged  that  the  said  Fund  shall  be  inviolably 
applied,  to  aid  the  emancipation  of  such  Slaves,  within 
any  of  the  United  States,  and  aid  the  removal  of  suck 
Slaves,  and  the  removal  of  such  free  persons  of  colour,  in 
any  of  the  said  States,  as,  by  the  laws  of  the  States,  re- 
spectively, may  be  allowed  to  he  emancipated  or  removed, 
to  any  territory  or  country  without  the  limits  of  the. 
United  States  of  America. 


Resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Mercer  in  ike  House  of  J?*-  y 

flrestntative*  of  the  United  States,  on  the  27th  February^ 
1835,  and  read  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  enter  upon,  and  to  prosecute,  from  time 
to  time,  such  negotiations  with  the  several  maritime 
powers  of  Europe  and  America,  as  he  may  deem  expe- 
dient, for  the  effectual  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  and 
its  ultimate  denunciation,  as  piracy,  under  the  law  of 
nations,  by  the  consent  of  the  civilized  world. 


March  2d,  Mr.  Tucker  of  Va.  offered  the  following  Reso- 
lution: 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  required  to 
ascertain  the  probable  expense  of  extinguishing  the  In- 
dia* title  to  a  ponton  of  the  country  lying  west  of  the 
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Rocky  Mountains,  that  may  be  suitable  for  colonizing 

the  free  people  of  colour;  the  best  known  routes  across 
the  said  Mountains,  and  the  probable  cost  of  a  road  and 
military  posts  necessary  to  a  safe  communication  with 
such  Colony;  and  to  report  the  same  to  this  House  at  th* 
mext  session  of  Congress, 


Jiesolution  put  adapted  by  the  Methodist  Conference^   of 

Virginia. 

Oxford,  North  C&roliaa,  F«brnary  28, 1835. 
Retotvedj  That  this  Conference  highly  approve  the  ott* 
ject  of  the  American  Colonization  Society*  and  recon> 
■lend  it  to  the  patronage  of  the  people  of  our  charge* 

(Signed)  JOHN  EARLY,  Secretary 


PAPERS  C. 

* 

Mil.  McKENNEY'9  REPORTl 

Nqkfolk,  Va.  February  8th,  1825. 
Dear  Sirt 

In  offering  to  the  Committee  of  Managers  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  the  report  of  my  pro* 
ceedings  since  last  June;  I  feel  it  to  be  due  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  pouth,  as  well  as  to  myself,  to  state,  that  but 
for  frequent  indispositions  during  a  part  of  the  summer, 
a.id  nearly  the  whole  of  October,  the  number  of  Auxiliary 
Societies  would  have  been  much  larger,  and  the  means 
to  carry  on  the  noble  cause  in  which  you  are  engaged, 
would  have  increased  in  a  corresponding  ratio.  This 
opinion  is  founded  upon  something  more  substantial  than 
mere  conjecture,  vizi  pressing  iuvitations,  both  written 
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•nd  verbal,  from  gentlemen  of  standing'  and  influence,  {* 
visit  their  respective  counties  for  the  purpose  of  organis- 
ing Societies. 

I  congratulate  the  Managers  on  the  pleasing  prospect* 
which  is  daily  brightening,  of  realizing  all  their  predic- 
tions in  regard  to  the  cordial  cooperation  of  the  #ot*M, 
in  promoting  the  magnificent  scheme  which  they  have  so 
far  demonstrated  to  be  entirely  practicable. 

African  Colonization  is  no  longer  looked  upon  as  the 
scheme  of  a  few  enthusiastic,  but  well  meaning  men; 
pleasing  only  to  the  imagination,  and  altogether  quixotic: 
but  as  an  enterprise  involving  the  substantial  honour  of 
the  nation,  and  the  essential  happiness  of  millions  of  its 
population.  It  is  now  by  the  most  enlightened,  wher- 
ever I  have  travelled,  felt  to  be  a  cause  of  radical  impor- 
tance, and  admirably  calculated  to  promote,  at  one  and  the 
same  time,  a  variety  of  essential  interests.  Combining  as 
it  does  a  variety  of  motives,  it  happily  unites  politicians, 
philanthropists,  and  christians;  each  of  whom  see  in  it, 
the  elements  of  a  system  perfectly  adapted  to  the  object 
they  respectively  have  in  view. 

In  Virginia  particularly,  I  flatter  myself  the  day  is  not 
far  distant,  when  the  fostering  hand  of  the  State  will  be 
stretched  out  to  sustain  the  efforts,  and  facilitate  the  ob- 
ject of  your  Auxiliaries  within  its  borders.  There  is 
now  before  the  Legislature  a  bill  for  the  precise  object; 
and  my  information  from  Richmond,  authorises  the  hope 
that  it  will  pass*. 

In  North  Carolina  the  cause  has  many  warm-hearted 
and  influential  friends:  and  all  that  seems  to  be  now  ne- 
cessary to  give  it  a  general  interest  throughout  the  State* 
is  the  appointment,  by  your  Board,  of  agents  suitably 
qualified  to  develope  the  object  and  plans  of  the  parent: 
Society. 
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I  have  received  several  communications  fiwrt  intelli- 
gent citizens  of  that  State,  earnestly  requesting  to  be 
visited ;  and  from  one  single  individual,  whose  heart  is 
fuH  of  kindness  and  charity,  I  have  had  the  offer  of  all  his 
slaves,  about  100;  which  he  is  not  only  willing  to  giveV 
but  offers  also  to  furnish  each  one  with  some  little  out- 
lit,  to  make  them  comfortable  on  their  arrival  in  the  Co- 
lony. Among  that  class  of  people,  however,  there  is  an 
apprehension  (and  who  can  blame  them?  for  they  are  igno- 
rant,) that  their  condition  would  not  be  bettered  in 
Africa.  One  or  two  years  more,  at  most,  will  convince 
them  of  their  error,  and  when  this  is  done,  it  will  be  seen 
«*t  home  and  abroad,  that  the  American  Colonisation  So- 
ciety, while  it  properly  enough  stands  aloof  from  the  ques- 
tion of  slavery,  and  the  abolition  of  slavery;  and  interferes 
sot  at  all  with  any  State  or  other  regulations  upon  the 
subject,  opens  a  safe  and  wide  door  to  all  who  may  be  dis- 
posed to  emancipate  their  people.  And,  believe  me,  sir, 
(I  write  not  at  random)  there  are  hundreds  in  Virginia 
and  the  Carolinas,  who  will  avail  themselves  of  the  oppor* 
tunity,  for  the  double  purpose  of  new  modelling  their  do-, 
.mesdc  economy,  and  giving  to  their  people  the  privi- 
leges and  blessings  of  freedom,  which  they  can  nevec, 
under  any  probable  circumstances,  enjoy  in  the  United 
States. 

With  pleasure  I  record  the  fact,  that  at  this  moment 
there  are  on  board  tHe  brig  Hunter,  which  sailed  from 
this  port  on  the  2d  instant,  with  68  emigrants  for  the  Co- 
lony; four  persons  who  were  liberated  by  Mr.  Williamson 
of  North  Carolina,  for  the  express  purpose  of  constitut- 
ing them  citizens  of  Liberia.  Also,  another  from  South- 
ampton county,  of  this  State. 

For  a  short  time,  the  Haytien  scheme  seemed  to  divide 
the  attention  of  the  free  blacks  of  this  section  of  country; 
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Vut  now,  as  Car  as  ray  information  extends,  they  are  gene- 
rally looking  towards  Africa— being  persuaded  that  a 
location  there  will  be  more  advantageous  to  themselves 
«nd  to  their  children.  The  religious  part  of  that  people 
are  decidedly  favourable  to  Africa  for  many  reasons;  one 
of  which  alone,  while  it  indicates  the  genuineness  of  their 
piety,  exhibits  at  the  same  time  a  nobleness  of  mind 
which  entitles  them  to  the  friendly  consideration  and  par 
tronage  of  all  Christians;  and  may  I  not  add,  of  patriots 
too?— They  wish  to  benefit  the  native  African  race— they 
sympathise  with  them  in  their  afflictions,  and  are  ardent- 
ly desirous  to  avert  their  idolatry  and  tufieratition  and 
ignorance.  They  seem  anxious  to  teach  them  the  arts, 
and  bring  them  to  a  knowledge  of  the  blessings  of  civilis- 
ed life;  they  devoutly  hope  to  be  instrumental  in  draw- 
ing their  attention  to  the  worship  and  service  of  Al- 
mighty Ciod.  And  they  think  that  their  colour  will  give 
to  their  example  and  teaching  a  more  immediate  effect^ 
than  could  be  produced  in  any  other  way,  or  by  any  other 
people,  however  well  tbey  might  be  qualified  in  every 
other  respect.  One  who  is  now  on  board  the  Hunter 
with  his  family,  (and  who  had  made  a  visit  to  the  Colo- 
ny before  he  would  consent  to  take  his  family  out)  told 
me  with  an  expression  of  feeling,  which  gave  to  his  de- 
claration the  tone  of  truth,  that  he  had  enjoyed  more  hap- 
piness in  four  weeks,  while  engaged  in  teaching  the  na- 
tive children  the  use  of  letters,  than  he  had  ever  experi- 
enced in  the  whole  course  of  his  previous  life. 

I  am  happy  to  state,  that  the  free  blacks  of  this  Bo- 
rough have  seut  out  by  the  Hunter,  sundry  small  presents 
to  the  Colony,  and  among  them  70  odd  yards  of  domes- 
tic plaids,  for  the  use  of  the  "Sunday  African  School'" 
children.  Mr  Brand  and  Mr.  Crane  of  Richmond,  have 
also  sent  out  to  the  sa^ne  School,  a  trunk  of  ready  made- 
clothes. 
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My  report  exhibits  what  has  been  done  hy  the  Citizens 
of  this  place,  Richmond,  Petersburg,  and  other  towns  and 
counties. 

I  am  pleased  in  having  had  it  in  my  power  to  exhibit 
in  my  report,  that  the  expense  to  the  Society  of  transport* 
ing  the  emigrants  by  the  Hunter,  does  not  average  more 
than  820  per  head,  including  provisions  for  nearly  sixty 
days. 

With  considerations  of  respect, 
1  am,  dear  sir,  yours  truly, 

WM.  McKENNEY. 
Rev.  JR.  JR.  Gurley. 


Extracts  from  the  Report  of  the  Rev.  Geo.  Boyd  and  Dr. 
Ay  res,  who  during  tne  last  summer,  visited  the  Mid- 
dle and  Eastern  States,  to  aid  the  objects  of  the  Society. 

"  From  New  York  we  went  to  New  Haven,  where  we 
arrived  on  the  3d  of  August.  In  conversation  with  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Croswell,  Judge  Baldwin,  and  others,  we  learnt 
that  the  Auxiliary  Society  of  this  place  had  never  had  a 
meeting  since  its  organization;  and  it  was  their  opinion 
that  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  attempt  to  revive  i?  at. 
this  time.  The  subject  of  Slavery,  as  it  affects  our  coun- 
try, has  been  well  considered  by  intelligent  men  at  the 
East.  They  believe  it  to  be  a  serious,  and  a  growing: 
evil.  But  say  they,  we  are  not  so  much  interested  as  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Southern  States,  and  they  do  not  seen* 
to  be  concerned  to  get  rid  of  it." 

"The  impressiou  appeared  to  he  very  general,  that  the 
Colonization  Society  was  an  expedient  devised  by  thv 
holders  of  slaves,  to  get  rid  of  the  free  black  population;, 
who  being  at  liberty  to  inform  themselves,  became  trou- 
blesome, as  they  became    enlightened.     Our  principal- 
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'difficulty  here,  was  to  obviate  this  objection.  At  a  {fab* 
lie  meeting  called  for  the  purpose,  we  took  occasion  to 
show  that  the  Society,  so  far  from  being-  a  scheme  of  the 
southern  gentlemen,  owed  its  origin  to  the  enlightened 
seal  and  indefatigable  exertion  of  a  citizen  of  New  Jersey." 

u  After  we  had  endeavoured  to  answer  the  objections 
which  we  had  heard— to  explain  the  views,  and  recom- 
mend the  objects  of  the  Society— to  state  its  past  opera* 
tions  and  successes— and  to  give  as  much  information  as 
time  would  permit;  we  found  the  gentlemen  present,  all 
willing  to  think  more  favourably  upon  the  subject.  As 
an  evidence  of  their  kind  feelings  said  good  wishes,  the 
following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  unanimously 
adopted: 

4  Whereas,  the  American  Colonization  Society,  form* 
ed  for  the  purpose  of  colonizing  the  free  people  of  colour 
residing  in  the  United  States,  (with  their  own^consenty 'm 
Africa,  or  elsewhere,  as  Congress  should  deem  it  expedi- 
ent, has  now  been  in  operation  nearly  eight  years,  and 
has  established  a  Colony  on  the  western  coast  of  Africa, 
thereby  proving  the  practicability  of  the  undertaking; 

*  Therefore,  Resolved,  That  this  meeting  highly  ap- 
prove  of  the  proceedings  of  said  Society,  and  heartily 
concur  in  the  wish,  that  what  has  been  so  auspiciously 
begun  by  private  benevolent  exertion,  may  be  prosecuted 
to  a  successful  termination  by  the  aid  of  the  General 
Government. 

*  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  persons  be  ap- 
pointed, of  which  the  Chairman  and  Secretary  of  this 
meeting  shall  be  two,  who  shall  be  called  the  '"Corres- 
ponding Committee  of  New  Haven",  with  whom  the 
Managers  of  the  Society  may  communicate,  and  through 
whom,  from  time  to  time,  any  interesting  information 
may  be  laid  before  the  public.' 
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«  From  New  Haven,  we  went  to  Hartford  on  the  10th, 
where  we  found  very  much  the  same  state  of  things  to 
prevail.  When  the  matter  was  explained,  and  under- 
stood, no  one  was  disposed  to  oppose  the  measures  of 
the  Society.  •*•***  We  are  of  the  opinion, 
that  if  the  further  efforts  of  the  Society  should  have  to 
depend  upon  private  liberality,  there  is  no  part  of  our 
country  where  a  more  decided  support  could  be  expect* 
ed,  the  matter  being  well  understood.  We  called  a  meet- 
ing here,  in  the  State-house,  which  was  well  attended  by 
the  gentlemen  of  the  place,  although  the  evening  was  a 
very  unpleasant  one.  After  we  had  addressed  the  meet- 
ing, resolutions  similar  to  those  passed  at  New  Haven, 
were  adopted,  without  the  least  hesitation  or  opposition. 
l*he  gentlemen  seemed  to  take  an  unusual  pleasure  in 
contemplating  the  subject;  which  they  were  pleased  to 
say  had  been  presented  to  them  in  a  new  and  interesting 
light:  We  were  detained  at  the  room  until  a  late  hour, 
answering  questions  and  giving  information  concerning 
Africa/' 

Resolutions  similar  to  those  adopted  in  New  Haven 
and  Hartford,  met  the  approbation  of  the  citizens  of  all 
the  principal  places  visited  by  the  Society's  Agents. 

A  distinguished  Member  of  Congress,  from  New'  En- 
gland, after  expressing  his  disbelief  in  the  practicability 
of  the  undertaking,  observed,  "Gentlemen  at  the  South, 
have  given  this  subject  more  thought  than  I  have,  and 
they  think  differently.  It  is  a  matter  in  which  they  are 
more  particularly  interested;  and  I  am  of  the  opinion, 
that  if  they  will  bring  forward  any  definite  proposal  to' 
Congress,  for  which  they  will  hold  themselves  responsi- 
ble, and  which  it  is  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  grant, 
they  ought  to  be  assisted  to  a  reasonable  extent."  He 
concluded  by  saying,  "I  will  vote  for  any  proposition, 
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under  the  above  restrictions,  which  Mr.  Clay  or  Mr.  Mer- 
cer (both  of  them  being  of  the  Society)  will  bring  for* 
ward;  and  I  am  fully  of  the  opinion,  that  the  Represent*!* 
tivcs  from  the  Eastern  States  will  agree  with  me,  in  this 
view  of  the  subject." 

"  Your  Agents,  in  concluding  their  report,  beg  leave  to 
remark,  that,  in  their  opinion,  little  dependance  can 
be  placed  upon  any  effectual  or  permanent  pecuniary 
aid  from  the  Northern  and  Eastern  sections  of  our  coun- 
try; while  at  the  same  time,  they  are  persuaded,  from 
what  they  saw  and  heard,  that  if  it  should  please  the  na- 
tional Legislature  to  take  this  subject  into  consideration, 
and  aid  the  cause  of  the  Society,  it  will  meet  with  almost 
universal  approbation." 

In  a  subsequent  letter,  Dr.  Ayres  remarks, 
44  It  is  with  much  pleasure  I  contemplate  the  influ* 
ence  likely  to  be  exerted  in  our  favour  by  the  students  in 
the  Theological  Seminaries  of  Andover  and  Princeton. 
Such  a  number  of  young  men,  returning  annually  to' their 
homes,  with  minds  stored  with  correct  information,  and 
warmed  with  seal  for  the  cause,  must  in  a  considerable 
degree  promote  the  interests  of  the  Society.  And  with 
the  view  of  stimulating  the  young  Gentlemen  of  these 
Schools  to  a  full  examination  of  the  subject  in  all  its  bear- 
ings, I  will  here  take  the  liberty  to  suggest  the  propriety 
of  offering  a  premium  for  the  best  essay  on  soma  ques- 
tion connected  with  colonization." 
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PAPERS  D. 

Extract  from  the  last  Will  and  Testament  (dated  the  16th 
April,  1822,)  of  Miss  Elizabeth  Lee  Jones,  formerly  of 
Northumberland,  afterwards  df  Fairfax,  in  Virginia: 
who  died  at  the  seat  of  her  brother,  Capt.  Thomas  ap 
Catesby  Jones,  in  Fairfax,  on  the  day  of 

1822. 

"4.  I  give  and  devise  to  Bushrod  Washington,  Francis 
S.  Key,  Walter  Jones,  the  Rev.  Dr.  S.  B.  Balcn,  the  Rev. 
O.  B.  Brown,  the  Rev.  Dr.  W.  Wilmer,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
James  Laurie,  the  Rev.  W.  Hawley,  the  Rev.  Henry 
Foxall,  Dr.  W.  Thornton,  Thomas  Dougherty,  Henry 
Ashton,  Elias  B.  Caldwell,  John  Underwood,  and  Rich* 
ard  Smith,  the  present  President  and  Board  of  Managers 
of  the  American  Society  for  colonising  the  free  people 
of  colour  of  the  United  States;  and  to  the  survivors  and 
survivor  of  them,  and  to  their  assigns,  all  the  slaves  now 
belonging  to  me,  or  whereof  I  shall  die  possessed;  and 
the  future  issue  and  increase  of  the  same:  in  trust  for  the 
following  purposes  and  uses,  to  wit:  1st.  to  be  held  at  the 
absolute  disposal,  and  under  the  control  and  direction  of 
the  said  society,  or  of  the  acting  managers  of  the  samo 
for  the  time  being:  so  as  such  disposal,  control  and  di- 
rection, be  in  furtherance  and  execution  of  the  plan  of 
colonization  now  adopted  and  pursued  by  the  said  soci- 
ety; or  of  the  same  plan  under  such  modifications,  as  the 
said  society  may,  in  its  wisdom,  hereafter  institute  and 
establish:  embracing,  within  the  authority  and  intent  of 
the  said  trust,  any  plan  for  the  preparatory  education  and 
discipline  of  the  intended  colonists,  which  the  said  soci- 
ety, or  the  said  acting  managers,  under  its  authority, 
may  institute:— the  said  slaves,  and  the  future  increase 
and  issue  of  the  same,  to  be  held,  at  all  times  hereafter, 
subject  to  the  orders  and  disposal  of  the  said  society,  or 


of  the  acting*  managers  of  the  same,  for  the  purposes, 
either  of  colonization  and  complete  emancipation,  or  of 
such  preparatory  education  and  discipline  as  aforesaid. 
And  in  the  case  of  the  death,  resignation  or  removal  to 
an  inconvenient  distance  of  any  of  the  said  trustees  to 
whom  the  said  slaves  are  devised  as  aforesaid,  or  for  any 
other  cause  deemed  sufficient  by  the  said  society,  or  by 
the  said  acting  managers  of  the  same,  they,  the  said 
trustees,  or  such  of  them  as  remain  or  survive,  shall  or 
may  either  assign  over  the  said  trust  entirely,  or  admit 
Into  a  participation  of  such  trust,  by  special  assignment, 
such  person  or  persons,  as  may  be  appointed  by  said 
society,  or  by  the  said  acting  managers  thereof. 

u3d.  But  as  it  is  uncertain  when  the  said  society,  or  the 
said  acting  managers  thereof,  may  be  in  a  condition  to 
assume  upon  themselves  the  practical  execution  of  the 
said  trust,  it  is  therefore  my  will  and  desire,  that,  in  the 
mean  time,  until  the  said  society,  or  such  acting  man- 
agers, shall  see  fit  to  interpose  and  call  for  the  said  slaves, 
or  any  of  them,  in  order  to  be  disposed  of  in  furtherance 
and  execution  of  the  said  trust;  the  said  slaves,  or  such 
of  them  as  may  opt  be  called  for  as  aforesaid,  shall 
verve  my  relations;  and  shall  be  appointed  among  them 
as  follows.'9  [Here  follow  particular  allotments  of  the 
several  negroes  amongst  the  relatives  of  the  testatrix.J 
*Such  services  being  given  upon  the  express  condition, 
and  with  an  implicit  reliance,  upon  the  honour  and  good 
faith  of  my  said  relations,  that  the  said  slaves  respectively 
allotted  to  them,  shall  receive  such  moral  and  religious 
instruction,  and  be  so  habituated  to  the  useful  arts  of  do- 
mestic life, -as  to  prepare  them,  as  well  as  circumstances 
will  allow,  for  their  ultimate  destination  of  emancipated 
colonists;  and,  in  particular,  that  the  children  be  reared 
wUk  a  view  to  that  destination." 
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£H«*re  follow  tome  provisions  for  certain  of  the  negroes 
who  were  tixroght  too  old  for  colonization.] 

"And  as  to  the  boy  Davy;  son  of  Nancy,  it  is  my  ear* 
nest  wish  and  recommendation  to  the  trustees  herein 
before  named,  and  to  my  executors,  that  he  be  immedi* 
ately  put  to  school,  on  some  public  foundation,'  in  ordep 
to  be  educated  as  a  missionary  to  Africa,  or  as  a  minis* 
ter  of  the  gospel  to  be  settled  in  the  proposed  colony  in 
Africa,  under  the  patronage  of  the  said  society;  and  if  it 
be  found  impracticable  to  get  him  admitted  into  any 
public  school,  then  that  ihe  best  and  speediest  arrange* 
ment  be  made  for  placing  him  in  the  family  of  some 
minister  of  the  gospel,  upon  condition  of  his  receiving 
the  necessary  instruction  to  fit  him  for  3uch  ministry 
among  the  people  of  his  own  class/' 

"3d,  if  it  shall  so  happen  that  the  said  Colonization 
Society,  or  the  acting  managers  of  the  same,  shall  not 
find  it  expedient  within  ten  years  after  my  decease,  t# 
execute  the  trust  herein  before  declared,  in  regard  ts 
the  colonization  of  the  said  slaves:  then  I  do  hereby  de- 
clare and  desire,  that  after  they  shall  have  respectively 
served  the  persons  to  whom  I  have  devised  their  services, 
as  heroin  before  declared,  for  the  space  of  ten  years 
from  my  decease,  they  shall  be  absolutely  and  uncondi- 
tionally emancipated  and  frees  reserving,  as  before,  to  the 
said  trustees  and  their  assigns,  under  the  direction  of  the 
said  society,  or  of  the  act  ng  managers  of  the  same,  full 
and  unlimited  discretion  and  authority,  at  any  time  with- 
in the.  said  ten  years,  to  withdraw  the  said  slaves,  or  any 
of  them,  from  such  service,  and  forthwith  to  emancipate 
and  colonize  them:  or  subject  them  to  such  preparatory 
course  of  education  and  discipline,  as  is  herein  before 
provided. 
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Memorial  of  the  Richmond  and  Manchester  Colonization 
Society ,  presented  January,  1825. 

To  the  Delegates  and  Senators  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  n 

General  Assembly  convened: 

The  memorial  of  the  Richmond  and  Manchester  Auxi- 
liary Society  for  colonizing  in  Africa  the  free  people  of 
colour  of  the  United  States,  most  respectfully  represents: 

That,  pursuing  the  example  of  their  fellow-citizens  in 
various  counties  and  towns  of  this  Commonwealth,  as 
well  as  in  several  other  States  of  this  Union,  your  memo- 
rialists have  formed  themselves  into  a  Society,  for  the 
purpose  of  co-operating  in  the  benevolent  and  patriotic 
objects  of.  the  parent  Institution,  established  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  in  December  1816,  under  the  denomination 
of  "The  American  Society  for  colonizing  the  free  people 
of  colour  of  the  United  States." 

It  is  with  no  little  pride  that  your  memorialists  trace 
the  establishment  of  this  Institution  to  several  resolutions 
which  passed  both  branches  of  the  General  Assembly* 
with  great  unanimity,  more  than  twenty  years  ago;  bat 
more  especially  to  that  of  the  23d  December,  1816,  which 
received  the  sanction  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  with  the 
exception  of  only  seven  votes,  and  of  the  Senate  with 
that  of  a  single  Senator.  Your  memorialists  know  not 
whether  this  resolution  was  ever  acted  upon  by  the  Execu- 
tive of  this  Commonwealth;  nor  have  they  heard  the 
result  of  the  correspondence  which  it  must  have  occasion* 
ed  between  the  Governor  of  Virginia  and  the  President  of 
the  United  States.  Your  memorialists  are  apprised,  that 
the  correspondence  between  the  present  Chief  Magistrate 
of  the  Union,  when  Governor  of  Virginia,  with  one  of  his 
most  distinguished  predecessors  in  the  presidential  chair, 
was  read  in  the  House  of  Delegates,  during  the  short  de- 
bate which  preceded  the  almost  unanimous  adoption  of 
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the  resolution  of  IS  16;  and  that  it  disclosed,  as  the  whoto 
tenor  of  his  public  administration  has  since  done,  a  deep 
interest  in  the  successful  execution  of  the  policy  which 
dictated  all  those  resolutions.  In  the  absence  of  any 
public  information  which  coo  Id  lead  to  an  opposite  infer- 
ence, your  memorialists  cannot  doubt  the  continued  and 
steady  favour  of  both  governments,  towards  an  enterprise, 
which,  if  it  fail  of  effecting  all  that  it  proposes  to  accom- 
plish, must  nevertheless  be  regarded  as  praiseworthy; 
and  if  successful,  as  your  memorialists  humbly  trust  and 
believe  it  will  ultimately  prove,  must  yield  the  greatest 
blessings,  social,  political  and  moral,  both  to  Africa  and 
America.  Although  not  insensible  to  the  wrongs  of  a 
much  injured  and  afflicted  continent,  embracing  more 
than  one-fourth  of  the  habitable  globe,  your  memorialists 
acknowledge  that  the  most  forcible  appeal  addressed  to 
them  by  the  parent  Society,  is  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States;  and  more  especially  of  this,  their  native  State. 
The  last  census  disclosed  the  melancholy  truth,  that  three 
years  ago,  Maryland  and  Virginia  together,  contained 
more  than  76,000  free  people  of  colour.*  To  their  actual 
condition  and  rapid  increase,  your  memorialists  beg 
leave,  earnestly  to  call  the  attention  of  the  General  As- 
sembly. Nearly  one  moiety  of  the  whole  number  are  in- 
habitants of  this  Commonwealth;  and  their  condition  is 
perhaps  sufficiently  illustrated  by  the  fact,  that  in  Virgi- 
nia, the  most  agricultural  State  in  the  Union,  although 
not  debarred  from  holding  lands,  not  two  hundred  out  of 
ST ,000,  are  proprietors  of  land.  Of  their  actual  occu pac- 
tions in  this  city  and  elsewhere,  your  memorialists  fop- 
bear  to  speak.    They  sum  up  all  that  they  would  say  is 

*  The  number  of  persons  of  this  description  in  the  United  Stats* 

233,443. 
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a  few  words,  borrowed  from  one  of  the  annual  reports  of 
the  pai-ent  Society:  "that,  placed  midway  between  freedom 
find  slavery,  they  know  neither  the  incentives  of  the  one, 
nor  the  restraints  of  the  other;  but  are  alike  injurious  by 
their  conduct  and  example,  to  all  other  classes  of  soci- 
ety." 

Rapid  as  has  been  the  growth  of  this  class  of  our  popu- 
lation, their  relative  increase 'exceeds  their  actual  multi- 
plication. Between  the  years  1800  and  1810,  their 
numbers  monted  up  from  20,507  to  30,570.  During 
this  period,  the  white  population  of  the  Commonwealth 
received  an  accession  of  32,860,  and  the  slave  population 
of  45,550.  only.  Between  the  years  1810  and  1820,  the 
laws  annexing  the  condition  of  banishment  to  emancipa- 
tion, having  checked  their  increase,  they  grew  from  30,- 
570  to  36,889,  acquiring  an  accession  of  20  2-3  per  cent; 
while  upon  a  capital  of  5.51,534,  the  white  population 
was  increased  64,688,  or  only  11  72-100  per  centum;  and 
the  slave  population  upon  a  stock  of  392,518,  increas- 
ed 32,135,  or  8  18-100  per  cent.  only.  The  progress  of 
the  same  class,  in  the  adjoining  State  of  Maryland,  haa 
been  yet  more  rapid. 

Nor  need  these  results  occasion  any  surprise.  The 
Spirit  of  emigration  carries  the  master  to  distant  regions 
for  the  advancement  of  his  fortune;  and  with  it,  his  con- 
dition in  life.  His  slaves  accompany  him,  or  are  sent 
before  as  articles  of  traffick.  Not  so  with  the  free  negro; 
who,  almost  every  where  corrupted  and  debased,  suspect* 
ed,  and,  therefore,  often  persecuted;  what  can  he  gala 
by  a  change  of  abode?  He  succeeds  to  forsaken  and  de- 
caying dwellings,  and  to  the  barren  heritage  of  worn  out 
fields;  or  seeks  shelter  in  the  adjacent  thickets  of  pine 
and  cedar. 
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To  provide  for  Mm  a  better  country,  is  alike  the  dic- 
tate of  humanity  towards  him,  and  of  policy  towards  our* 
•elves.  While  he  remains  here,  no  white  labourer  will 
seek  employment  near  him:  hence  it  is,  that  in  some  of 
the  richest  counties  east  of  the  Bine  Ridge,  the  white 
population  is  stationary,  and  in  many  others  it  is  retro* 
grade.  Virginia,  once  the  first  State  in  numbers,  as  she 
is  still  in  territory,  has  become  the  third,  and  will  soon 
have  to  descend  to  the  fourth  rank.  The  valuation  of  the 
lands  of  New  York,  exceeds  the  estimate  of  all  the  land* 
and  slave*  of  the  most  ancient  State  in  the  Union. 

To  provide  a  country  suited  to  the  condition  and  wanta 
of  this  class  of  our  free  population,  was  the  object  of  the 
resolution  of  a  former  Legislature.  It  has  been  the  puiv 
pose  of  all  the  labours  of  our  parent  Society  in  Washing- 
ton; which  comprehends  amongst  its  members,  many  of 
the  most  distinguished  and  patriotic  citizens,  not  only  of 
this  Commonwealth,  but  of  her  sister  States.  The  object 
which  they  sought,  has  been  obtained,  and  a  colony  of 
coloured  people,  some  of  whom  were  once  inhabitants  of 
the  city  of  Richmond,  is  now  planted  and  growing  at 
Liberia,  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  Since  the  meeting  of  the 
last  General  Assembly,  a  ship  has  sailed  from  James 
River;  conveying  more  than  100  free  persons  of  colour, 
natives  of  Virginia,  who  have  gone  to  seek  a  home  in  our 
young  colony,  and  in  a  few  days  another  vessel  will  pro- 
ceed on  the  same  destination.  Feeble,  at  present,  through 
your  memorialists  the  colony  implores  the  Legislature  of 
Virginia,  who  contributed  to  its  birth,  to  nourish  its 
Infancy  and  to  rear  it  to  maturity.  In  return,  it  promisee 
an  asyhim  to  all  that  intermediate  class  of  population 
which  the  laws  drive  from  the  bosom  of  the  Common- 
wealth, without  providing  for  them  another  home.  They 
offer  to  reconcile  your  humanity  to  your  policy,  on  terma 
alike  juat  and  expedient.  They  aak  the  ai4  of  the  Cem* 
H 
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mon  wealth,  simply  in  defraying  the  expense  of  their  re- 
moval to  the  country  which  has  been  provided  (or  them; 
the  expense  of  their  faithful  compliance  with  the  legal 
conditions,  on  which  alone  their  emancipation  is  now  per- 
mitted. Even  the  criminals  of  Great  Britain,  when  re- 
quired by  the  sentence  of  a  judge  to  leave  the  kingdoi% 
are  transported  at  public  expense,  a  distance  of  10,00% 
miles,  to  New  Holland. 

All  that  was  predicted  by  the  lukewarm  friends,  or 
open  enemies  of  the  Virginia  resolution,  has  been  contra-- 
dieted  by  experience,  that  infallible  test  of  truth.  A. 
country  salubrious  to  the  coloured  man,  is  provided  in 
Africa,  the  land  of  his  forefathers,  for  his  reception. 
Its  coast,  though  laid  waste  by  the  slave  trade,  and  forsa- 
ken by  its  native  inhabitants,  is  not  a  "sandy  barren;" 
but  fruitful  in  whatever  can  nourish  the  body  and  de- 
light the  eye  of  man.  Two  harvests  crown  the  labour 
of  the  year;  and  no  protracted  winter  devours  their  fruits. 

The  voyage  to  Liberia  is  not  as  long  as  to  Brazil* 
Its  cost  to  the  emigrant  passenger  does  not  exceed  twen- 
ty dollars.  This  sum  to  the  free  negro,  is  the  price  of 
political  liberty,  of  social  happiness,  of  moral  and  reli- 
gious improvement.  Contrasted  with  the  condition  of 
the  first  settlers  at  Jamestown,  the  African  emigrant 
has  superior  advantages.  Sierra  Leone  illustrates  them 
all;  and  in  its  growth  has  outstripped  all  other  British 
colonies. 

The  establishment  of  the  American  colony,  will  be  an- 
other means  of  protecting  an  injured  continent  against 
the  horrors  of  the  slave  trade;  as  well  by  its  moral,  as  its 
physical  influence,  by  substituting  for  that  ferocious 
traffick,  a  legitimate  commerce  in  the  peaceful  product* 
of  African  labour;  by  repelling  and  punishing,  when  it 
shall  have  acquired  strength,  all  piratical  descents  upon 
ka  #wn,  «r  4he  adjacent  shores.    Nor  is  it  the  least  of  the, 
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recommendations  In  its  favour,  that  the  colony  will  extend 
to  Africa  a  knowledge  of  our  language,  our  laws,  our  sys- 
tem* of  free  government,  and  the  blessings  of  the  Chris- 
tian religion. 

It  has  already  repaid  the  United  States  for  the  aid  af- 
forded by  the  general  government  to  its  first  settlement, 
»y  providing  a  place  of  reception  for  captured  Africans; 
and  thus  reconciled  the  long  neglected  duty  of  that  gov* 
trnment  to  repress  the  African  slave  trade,  with  the  ob- 
vious policy  of  the  southern  States,  which  forbids  a  fur- 
ther augmentation  of  their  coloured  population.  It  has 
thus  wiped  from  the  statute  book,  the  odious  and  unjust, 
ms  weft  as  extraordinary  authority,  so  long  vested  by  Con- 
gress in  the  several  States,  to  enslave  those  very  captive* 
whom  the  laws  of  the  United  States  were  designed,  and 
professed  to  liberate.  It  offers  to  this  Commonwealth  a 
similar  advantage  to  facilitate  partial  emancipation,  by 
♦ecelving  its  subjects.  And,  while  it  reconciles  the  dic- 
tates of  humanity  to  the  suggestions  of  policy,  it  widely 
'enlarges  the  sphere  of  both. 

Yonr  memorialists  will  add  but  one  other  view  of  thte 
subject.  In  reply  to  the  unfounded  charge,  that  the  efforts 
of  the  Society  are  prompted  by  inconsiderate  enthusiasm, 
knd  their  resources  inadequate  to  their  object,  they  assert, 
that  the  parent  Society  never  contemplated,  by  their  un- 
assisted and  limited  means,  to  do  more  than  remove  the 
<irst  objections',  which  ignorance  or  indifference  threw  hi 
their  way.  It  is  the  peculiar  boast  of  the  United  States, 
as  it  is  the  characteristic  feature  of  all  their  institutions 
of  civil  policy,  that  they  have  their  origin  in  public 
Opinion,  and  derive  their  stability  and  strength  from  the 
public  will.  Hence  a  free  pres*,  aided  by  social  inter- 
course and  correspondence,  are  the  great  instruments  of 
political  effect  in  America.  It  is  on  these,  and  theFsc 
only,  that  the  American  Society  have  founded  ail  their 
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hopes  of  success.  Having  expended  near  820,000  of 
their  own  funds,  in  purchasing  lands,  and  plaining  a 
colony  of  free  blacks  in  Africa;  having  demonstrated  the 
practicability  of  giving  to  the  Virginia  resolution  com- 
plete effect,  they  have  now  arrived  at  a  stage  of  their  la- 
bours, where  their  Auxiliary  Societies  in  the  several  States 
may,  they  trust,  confidently  appeal  to  their  respective  Le- 
gislatures for  aid  in  an  enterprise,  which  in  some  Stales 
before,  and  in  others  since  its  commencement,  has  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  their  approbation. 

The  annual  reports  of  the  parent  Society,  herewith 
presented,  will  demonstrate  to  what  extent  that  approba- 
tion has  been  expressed  by  the  people,  as  well  as  by  their 
representatives,  of  Maryland,  Tennessee,  and  Georgia, 
where  a  direct  intercourse  was  established  between  the 
State  Governments  and  the  Society  at  Washington. 

Your  memorialists  will  not  presume  to  point  out  any 
particular  mode  in  which  Legislative  aid  should  be  afford- 
ed; but  they  confidently  trust,  that  having  obviously  taken 
the  lead  in  this  noble  enterprise,  Virginia  will  not  be 
the  first  to  abandon  her  own  policy,  by  denying  it  the  co- 
operation of  her  own  power  and  resources.  Any  aid 
the  Legislature  may  please  to  grant,  in  any  mode  it* 
wisdom  may  prescribe,  will  be  gratefully  received  and 
faithfully  applied;  but  your  memorialists  respectfully 
suggest,  that  to  furnish  the  emigrants  with  a  few  arti- 
cles of  coarse  cloathing,  with  farming  utensils,  and  with 
auch  other  articles  manufactured  in  the  State  Penitenti- 
mry,  as  may  be  adapted  to  an  infant  colony,  will  be  of 
great  and  immediate  utility  to  the  colonists,  without 
imposing  a  burthen  on  the  treasury.  And  as  in  duty 
bound,  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray,  8c c. 

[In  consequence  of  this  memorial,  we  rejoice  to  saf 
the  Legislature,  from  various  useful  articles  in  the  Peni~ 
tentiary,  appropriated  the  amount  of  %  500.J 
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JERRATA. 

-  The  addition  at  page  29,  in  the  Treasurer's  Abstract,  has  been 
rendered  incorrect  in  some  copies,  by  the  4  having  been  acciden- 
tally drawn  from  its  place;  it  should  be  $4,379  89. 


Proposals  for  publishing  by  subscription,  under 
the  direction  oj  the  Board  oj  Managers  oj  Uie 
American  Colonization  Society,  a  monthly 
periodical  work,  to  be  entitled  the 

African  Repository  and  Colonial  Journal, 


The  Managers  of  the  American  Colonization  Society, 
have  resolved  to  issue  the  first  number  of  the  African  Re- 
pository, in  March  next.  Unfortunate  and  unavoidable 
circumstances  have  long  prevented  its  appearance,  but 
we  trust  that  its  late  publication  will  occasion  no  want  of 
encouragement. 

The  deep  and  increasing  interest  which  is  felt  in  many 
parts  of  this  country,  on  the  subject  of  the  efforts  to  colo- 
nize the  free  people  of  colour  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
African  coast,  has  induced  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the 
Colonization  Society  to  propose  the  establishment  of  a 
periodical  work,  which  shall  furnish  the  public  with  ac- 
curate information  concerning  the  plans  and  prospects  of 
their  Institution — give  a  minute  account  of  its  operations, 
and  of  the  condition  and  progress  of  the  colony — com- 
municate any  new  and  interesting  intelligence  which  may 
be  received,  relating  to  the  geography,  natural  history, 
manners,  and  customs  of  Africa;  and  admit  into  its  pages 
such  essays  as  may  be  thought  calculated  to  advance  the 
interests  of  the  Colony,  or  the  cause  of  African  improve- 
ment, as  well  as  select  passages  from  authors  who  have 
already  written  on  this  subject;  and  important  extracts 
from  the  reports  of  such  foreign  associations  as  are 
making  exertions  to  suppress  the  Slave  Trade  or  relieve 
the  African  race. 

CONDITIONS. 

I.  The  work  shall  comprise  thirty-two  pages  in  each 
number,  and  shall  be  equal  in  paper,  and  in  the  style 
of  execution,  to  the  Christian  Observer. 

II.  The  price  shall  be  two  dollars  a1  year,  payable  on  the 
delivery  of  the  first  number. 

III.  Those  who  shall  become  responsible  for  six  copies, 
shall  receive  a  seventh  gratis, 

|C7*  The  first  number  is  now  ready  for  distribution. 
Orders  for  it,  as  well  as  communications  to  be  inserted, 
should  be  directed  to  R.  R.  Gurley,  Washington  City. 
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SOCIETY. 

The  Ninth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Amebic  an 
Colonization  Society,  was  held  in  the  Supreme 
Court  room,  at  the  Capitol,  on  Monday,  January 
9th,  1826. 

The  Hon.  Henby  Clay,  one  of  the  Vice-Presi- 
dents of  the  Society,  took  the  chair. 

Mr.  Clay  rose,  and  said,  it  was  with  great  re- 
gret he  had  to  communicate,  that  the  worthy  and 
venerable  President  would  be  unable  to  attend  on 
this  interesting  occasion  of  the  annua]  meeting  of 
the  Society ;  and  in  consequence  of  his  absence, 
he  had  yielded,  to  what  he  bdieved  to  be  the 
wishes  of  some  of  his  friends,  and  to  a  sense  of  the 
duty  enjoined  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Society, 
to  take  the  chair.  Every  one  was  so  well  apprised 
of  the  object  of  the  present  meeting,  that  it  would 
not  be  necessary  to  occupy  their  time  by  dwelling ' 
on  it ;  it  was  well  known  to  every  one,  that  it  wis 
to  disclose  the  transactions  of  the  Society  during 

* 

the  past  yearn-to  open  prospects  for  the  fiiture, 
and  to  derive  from  the  past,  and  the  contemplation 
of  the  ftiture,  new  animation  in  stimulating  them 
to  the  great  objects  of  the  enterprise  which  had 
engaged  their  attention. 


The  following  Gentlemen  appeared  as  Delegates 
from  their  respective  Societies,  and  took  their 
seats: 

Governor  Bell,  from  the  State  Society  of  New- 
Hampshire  ; 

Colonel  Aujeh  McLane,  Wilmington  Auxiliary  So- 
ciety, Delaware; 

Mr.  Edward  Kirk,  Theological  Seminary,  at  Princeton; 

Hon.  C.  F.  Mercer,  Auxiliary  Society  of  Richmond 
and  Manchester; 

Major  Pillsborouoh,  and  Mr.  G.  P.  Disosway,  Aux- 
iliary  Society  of  Petersburg; 

Hon.  Wm.  S.  Arch  ir,  of  Amelia  county  Society,  Virginia; 

Hon.  Samuel  Lathrop,  from  Hampden  county,  Mass. 

Hon.  Wm.  Smith,  Greenbriar  county  Society,  Virginia; 

Hon.  Robert  Leeds  Kerr,  from  the  Society  of  Talbot 
county,  Eastern  Shore,  Maryland. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Hoard  of  Managers 
was  then  read  by  the  Resident  Agent,  Mr.  Crurley. 
.  The  Hon.  C.  F.  Mercer  then  offered  to  the 
meeting  the  following  Resolution,  which  was  adopt- 
ed. 

Jlmohed,  That  the  Report  pf  the  Board  of  Managers, 
just  read,  be  adopted,  and  that  it  be  printed  under  their 
direction*  . 

Wm.  H.  Fitzhugh,  Esq.  then  rose  and  said,  that  he 
should  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  meeting  a  series 
of  Resolutions  which  were  designed  to  explain,  as  far  as 
Resolutions  could  do,  the  real  character  and  designs  of 
that  institution,  whose  anniversary  they  were  now  assem- 
bled to  celebrate.  (Of  the  impressive  and  eloquent  speech 
of  this  Gentleman,  we  can  give  only  an  abstract)    An 


explanation  of  the  real  objects  of  the  Society  he  considered 
at  all  times  desirable,  but  much  more  so  at  the  present 
moment,  when  the  institution  had  drawn  to  its  operations 
a  Considerable  portion  of  the  public  attention.  The 
scheme  of  the  Society  had  become  the  subject  of  Legisla- 
tive consideration  in  upwards  of  three  fourths  of  the 
states  composing  the  Union,  and  a  very  general  expecta- 
tion was  prevailing  throughout  the  country,  which  was, 
he  hoped,  not  to  be  disappointed,  that  they  were  now 
about  to  take  a  step,  which,  from  the  beginning,  they  had 
announced  it  was  their  intention  to  take — to  ask  the 
assistance  of  the  government  of  the  country  to  this  great 
enterprise.  On  such  an  occasion  it  was  proper  that  they 
should  appear  in  their  real  character.  It  was  due  to  them- 
selves, to  remove  the  imputations  which  had  been  cast  on 
them  by  ignorance  and  prejudice,  aitf.  it  was  due  to  the  - 
country  to  make  a  full,  fair  and  candid  exposition  of  the 
real  objects  at  which  they  aimed,  and  the  means  necessary 
to  carry  those  objects  into  execution. 

The  Society  he  thought  had  reason  to  congratulate  it- 
self in  the  progress  it  had  made  in  public  opinion,  yet  it 
could  not  be  insensible  to  the  fact,  that  while  making  this 
progress,  which  had  far  exceeded  his  anticipations,  it  had 
encountered,  in  almost  every  section  of  the  country,  oppo- 
sition and  objections. 

In  reply  to  the  insinuations  thrown  out  against. the 
Society,  Mr.  F.  said,  they  might  content  themselves  by 
referring  to  the  materials  of  which  it  was  composed.  It 
included  amongst  its  members  some  of  the  most  able 
statesmen  from  the  East,  West,  North  and  South.  They 
might  refer  to  their  publications-— to  their  annual  reports. 
But  there  is  still  another  mode  left  of  proving  the  falsity  of 
these  accusations ;  it  is  to  proclaim  aloud,  through  the  in- 
strumentality of  your  government,  what  are  your  real  ob- 
ject*.   Go  before  the  nation  with  the  assistance  of  Con- 


grass,  and  avail  yourself  of  the  opportunity  of  a  memorial, 
which  will  penetrate  into  every  corner  of  the  country, 
and  declare  your  objects  to  be  what  you  declared  them 
to  be  from  the  beginning* — The  removal  from  your  coon- 
try  of  such  people  of  colour  as  are  already  free,  and  of 
such  others  as  the  humanity  of  individuals  or  the  laws  of 
the  different  states  shall  hereafter  liberate.  Such  is  yoor 
real  object,  and  we  feel  prepared  to  recommend  its  con- 
sideration to  the  people  inhabiting  every  section  of  our 
country :  we  feel  the  only  means  that  exist  are  presented  to- 
ut for  the  removal  from  our  territory  of  a  population 
whose  evils  are  felt  and  acknowledged  in  every  potion  oT 
the  cocmtry,  and  the  only  means  by  which  a  still  more  de- 
graded population  can  ever  be  withdrawn.  Mr.  Fitzhugh 
here .  spoke  of  the  evil  of  a  class  of  persons  suddenly 
emerged  from  a  state  of  slavery,  and  carrying  with  it  the 
feelings  and  habits  of  that  condition.  There  is  no  section 
of  the  country,  said  he,  that  wiH  refuse  to  unite  with  us  in 
endeavouring  to  remove  it-— there  is  no  section  of  the 
country  that  does  not  feel  sensibly  the  inconvenience  and 
horrors  of  being  obliged  to  enact  a  particular  system  of 
laws  for  one  portion  of  freemen,  whilst  the  others  are  sub- 
ject to  the  general  law  of  the  land.  Such  unhappily  is  the 
case;  but  there  is  a  necessity  for  it,  and  so  long  as  they  re* 
main  amongst  us  will  that  necessity  continue;  and  there 
will  be  the  anomaly  in  a  republican  government  of  a  class 
of  freemen  enjoying  none  of  the  privileges  and  advantages 
of  freedom.  Is  it  either  safe  or  prudent  to  retain  amongst 
us  a  large  population,  on  whom  we  can  place  no  reliance, 
but  from  the  control  which  the  laws  exercise  over  it?  caa 
this  class  be  animated  by  any  feelings  of  patriotism  towards 
a  country  by  which  they  feel  themselves  oppressed  ?  They 
are  not  trained  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  nor  do  we 
look  to  any  period  when  they  are  to  be  called  on  to  make 
any  exertion  for  it     But  it  is  the  misfortune  of  a  great 


portion  of  this  country  stiH  to  acknowledge  the  evils  of 
slavery.  The  influence  of  thisclass,  imposes  on  the  master 
the  necessity  of  exercising  with  the  greatest  rigor,  the 
power  which  the  law  has  confided  to  him,  and  imposes  on 
the  legislature  of  the  country,  the  necessity  of  increasing 
ten-fold  the  rigor  of  that  law.  It  is  known  to  a  large  portion 
of  this  meeting,  that  there  is  hardly  a  state  in  the  Union, 
in  which  slavery  exists,  in  which  it  is  not  found  necessary 
jtp  restrain  and  in  some  cases  to  prohibit  emancipation, 
from  fear  that  the  evil  will  increase;  nor  will  the  people  of 
the  north  consider  the  object  of  the  Society  less  national 
because  it  is  at  first  in  a  manner  sectional  It  will  give 
strength  and  vigor  to  the  whole  country — there  is  but  one 
sentiment  throughout  the  country.  Though  the  measures  we 
propose  may  be  somewhat  sectional,  they  will  be  nation- 
al in  their  results,  and  are  entitled  to  the  national  considera- 
tion and  to  the  national  assistance. 

The  greatest  objection,  said  Mr.  Fitzhugh,  which  I  have 
found  to  occur  in  any  part  of  (he  Union,  is  growing  m 
a  measure  from  a  misconception  on  this  subject  K  is  said 
that  you  who  are  about  moving  one  hundred  or  two  hundred 
to  the  coast  of  Africa,  have  undertaken  the  important  task 
of  moving  a  population  which  consists  of  millions.  Now 
this  is  not  the  fact,  as  can  be' shown  from  the  first  organiza- 
tion of  this  Society.  It  has  always  been  declared  by  those 
authorized  to  speak  on  this  subject,  that  you  did  ultimately 
lOok  to  the  resources  of  the  nation  to  accomplish  your 
object  Will  any  one  pretend  to  say  that  those  powers 
and  resources  are  inadequate  to  the  end?  Will  any  one 
say  that  a  nation  like  ours,  spreading  over  one  hundred 
millions  of  acres,  which  has  risen  from  nothing  to  its  pre- 
sent important  situation  in  the  course  of  a  few  years— that 
a  nation  so  fertile  in  resources  should  be  incapable  of  accom- 
plishing— what?  Why  t'le  removal  of  one  fifth  qf  its 
population  to  another  region.    What  will  be  the  cost  of 
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odour;  it  interfere*,  ia  no  w*y  wbateter*  wilh  the  lights 
of  property — at  the  same  time  it  permits  its  memtarf, 
and  myself  among  the  rest,  a  right  of  opinion.     I  will  say, 
sir,  suppose  the  happy  day  had  arrived  when  you  beheld 
the  stern  of  the  last  vessel  which  carried  the  last  free  per- 
son of  colour  from  our  shores — would  you  say  the  work 
was  done?     No,  sir,  you  would  say  it  was  but  just  begun. 
They  will  tell  you  of  the  stupendous  nature  of  the  work. 
Sir,  a  single  man  was  the  cause  of  the  Reformation.     Sir, 
a  single  man,  and   that  man  a  poor  wandering  hermit, 
preached  up  a  crusade,  and  sent  the  whole  chivalry  of 
Europe  to  accomplish  the  redemption  of  the  Holy  Land. 
One  man  spread  the  religion  of  the  Koran  throughout  half 
the  habitable  globe.     Now,  then,  sir,  I  ask,  where  is  the 
attempt  too  great  for  man  to  make?    If  such  have  been 
the  splendid  efforts  of  individuals,  what  would  occur,  sup* 
posing  a  great  nation  fpere  to  make  the  attempt?    Sup- 
pose her  genius,  her  energies,  her  wealth  combined,  wbat, 
j  sir,  could  stand  before  it?     I  believe  this  Institution  to  be 
in  full  health  and  prosperity.     To  be  sure,  its  origin  haf 
been  feeble,  but  it  grows  apace,  and  it  has  gained  the  re- 
spect, the  attention,  and  in  some  instances,  the  affection 
of  mankind.     So  far,  so  good;  but  permit  me  to  say,  there 
is  something  yet  to  be  felt,  something  yet  to  be  done. 
Look  around  upon  this  country,  and  tell  me,  if  this  in- 
fant is  to  grow,  if  it  will  not,  by  and  by,  be  able  to  stran- 
gle the  mightiest  serpent  that  ever  infested  the  world. 
Look  to  the  origin  of  this  Government;  look  at  those  aged 
men,  some  of  whom  remain  now,  like  the  ancient  pillars 
of  Balbec  and  Palmyra,   scattered  here  and  there,  but  to 
show  what  the  magni6cence  of  the  temple  once  was;  or 
will  you  listen  to  the  words  of  that  illustrious  man,  who 
appears  like  the  venerable  oak  around  whose  wisdom  the 
young  tendrils  delight  to  climb? 
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I  will  beg  leave  to  say  a  few  words  more,  and  de- 
tain you  but  a  few  moments  longer.  If  this  Institution 
applies  to  the  General  Government,  it  asks  for  a  great 
matter  of  state  policy  and  benefit  It  asks  this  country 
to  relieve  itself  from  the  road  which  presses  it  down  to 
the  earth :  for  who  will  come  amongst  us  wjiile  these  evils 
create  a  pestilential  atmosphere  which,  like  the  Upas,  pre- 
vents every  thing  from  approaching  near  it  If  the  Gen- 
eral Government  opens  its  arms  and  receive  this  Institu- 
tion to  its  bosom,  and  if  it  nourish  and  cherish  and  cause 
it  to  bloom  and  flourish,  it  will  do  one  of  the  noblest  acts 
that  have  been  done  since  the  formation  of  the  govern- 
ment 

A  Committee  was  then  appointed  to  nominate 
and  recommend  the  officers  of  the  Society  for  the 
ensuing  year,  consisting  of  Mr.  Key,  Mr.  Fits- 
hugh,  and  General  Jones. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  nominated  by 
the  Committee,  and  elected  officers  of  the  Society 
for  the  ensuing  year,  viz : 
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OFFICERS. 

Hon.  Bushrod  Washington,  President, 

Honorary  Vici-Praidents. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Crawford,  of  Georgia, 
Hon.  Henry  Clay,  Washington  City, 
Hon.  Wm.  Phillips,  of  Massachusetts, 
Hon.  Henry  Rutgers,  of  New-Yorkf 
Hon.  J.  E.  Howard,  of  Maryland, 
Hon.  J.  C.  Herbert,  of  Maryland, 
Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  of  Boston, 
Hon.  Isaac  McKim,  of  Maryland, 
Gen.  Lafayette, 

Hon.  John  Marshall,  of  Virginia, 
Gen.  John  Hartwell  Cocke,  of  Virginia, 
Gen.  Charles  F.  Mercer,  of  Virginia, 
Robert  Ralston,  Esq.  of  Pennsylvania, 
Right  Rev.  Bishop  White,  of  Pennsylvania, 
Jeremiah  Day,  D.  D.  Yale  College, 
General  John  Mason,  District  of  Columbia, 
Samuel  Bayard,  Esq.  New  Jersey, 
Wm.  H.  Fitzhugh,  Esq.  Virginia, 
Hon.  Richard  Rush,  Washington  City. 

Managers. 

Francis  S.  Key,  Esq.  Rev.  Dr.  W.  H.  Wilmer, 

Walter  Jones,  Esq.  Rev.  John  N.  Campbell, 

Rev.  Dr.  James  Laurie,  Joseph  Gales,  Jun.  Esq. 

Rev.  Wm.  Hawley,  Wm.  Thornton,  Esq. 

Rev.  Dr.  S.  B.  Balch,  Col.  Henry  Ash  ton, 

Rev.  0.  B.  Brown,  Dr.  Thomas  Henderson. 

John  Underwood,  Recorder, 
Richard  Smith,  Esq.  Treasurer, 
Ralph  R.  Gurley,  Resident  Agent 


J&BIWDlRff. 


At  this  annual  return  of  the  season,  when  it  be- 
comes the  duty  of  the  Managers  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society,  to  present  to  their  friends  a 
concise  record  of  their  proceedings  during  the  year, 
and  of  the  results  of  them,  they  pause  with  no  ordi- 
nary emotion,  and,  like  the  traveller,  that  ascending 
towards  the  summit  of  a  mountain,  stops  to  survey 
the  obstacles  overcome,  and  to  compare  them  with 
those  to  be  surmounted,  find  gratitude  for  the  past, 
ministering  hope  and  confidence  for  further  exer- 
tion:— In  the  clearer  and  more  comprehensive  views 
of  such  an  hour,  they  anticipate  with  peculiar  de- 
light a  period,  when,  having  ceased  from  difficult 
and  toilsome  efforts,  they  may  see  spread  before 
them,  as  was  once  before  the  eyes  of  Hannibal  on 
the  Alps,  the  field  of  reward  for  all  their  labours. 

The  new  system  of  government  organized  in  the 
Colony,  immediately  after  the  return  of  the  present 
agent,  Mr.  Ashmun,  from  the  Cape  de  Verds,  in 
September,  1824,  has  resulted  in  the  most  benefi- 
cial effects.  It  was  deemed  important  to  render,  as 
far  as  practicable,  all  the  political  arrangements  of 
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tlie  Colony,  90  many  preparatory  measures  to  its  in- 
dependence ;  and  to  this  end,  is  the  government 
which  has  been  established  believed  to  be  particu- 
larly adapted.  The  whole  system  went  into  opera- 
tion  with  the  full  sanction  of  the  people ;  the  spirit 
of  restlessness  and  insubordination  ceased  from  the 
first  day  of  its  operation  ;  indolence,  despondency 
and  distrust,  were  succeeded  by  industry,  enter- 
prize  and  confidence ;  and  the  experience  of  more 
than  a  year,  has  confirmed  the  hope,  that  it  will,  at 
least  for  a  considerable  time,  fulfil  all  the  purposes 
of  its  institution. 

It  is  with  peculiar  pleasure  that  the  Board  are 
able  to  state,  that  the  progress  of  improvement  in 
the  Colony,  has  equalled  every  reasonable  expecta- 
tion, and  furnished  decisive  evidence,  that  its 
members  are  neither  unmindful  of  their  obliga- 
tions to  their  benefactors,  nor  indisposed  to  assume 
that  character  of  energy  and  worth,  which  will 
best  secure  the  approbation  of  their  own  conscien- 
ces, and  the  respect  of  mankind. 

All  the  settlers,  except  those  which  arrived  in 
the  last  expedition,  are  in  well  constructed  houses, 
built  principally  at  their  own  expense;  each  family, 
has  a  productive  garden ;  a  plot  of  forest-ground 
exceeding  five  hundred  acres  has  been  cleared,  and 
twenty-seven  plantations  put  under  cultivation; 
several  most  useful  public  works  and  buildings 
have  been  completed,  while  others  equally  indis- 
pensable remain  unfinished,  only  because  requiring 
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materials  which  Africa  cannot  furnish,  and  which 
the  Board  have  as  yet  been  unable  to  supply. 

Through  the  recent  liberal  aid  of  their  friends, 
however,  the  Managers  have  been  permitted  to 
purchase  the  necessary  articles,  which  are  already 
on  board  the  vessel  that  is  to  convey  them  to  the 
Colony.  A  quantity  of  lumber,  earnestly  solicited 
by  the  Colonists,  will  be  sent  to  them  immediately, 
lor  half  of  which  they  have  promised  to,  make 
payment,  by  the  return  of  the  vessel,  in  the  pro- 
duce of  the  country.  Should,  as  is  expe&ed,  a 
valuable  profit  be  realized  by  the  sale  of  this  pro- 
duce, the  whole  amount  will  be  expended  in  the 
purchase  of  additional  supplies,  to  be  exchanged  as 
before,  for  articles  of  African  growth,  the  proceeds 
of  which,  when  sold,  may  again  be  invested  in  stores 
for  the  Colony,  and  thus  be  commenced  a  system  of 
trade  to  be  regulated  solely  by  the  demands  of  the 
settlement,  and  which  must  necessarily  measure  its 
own  increase  by  its  contributions  to  the  Colonial 
prosperity. 

Every  thing  possible  lias  been  done  to  advance 
education  in  the  Colony.  To  this  great  object  the 
attention  of  the  Colonial  Agent  has  been  sedulously 
directed,  and  three  daily  and  two  Sunday  schools 
feave  been  established.  Imperfect  as  is  the  charac- 
ter of  these  schools,  they  are  doubtless  of  essential 
utility ;  and  when  improved  by  a  supply  of  books, 
and  by  the  increased  ability  which  experience  must 
confer  upon  the  teachers,  their  benefits  will  be 

greatly  augmented.    Another  school,  on  the  Lan* 
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casterian  plan,  is  immediately  to  go  into  operation 
under  the  direction  of  a  clergyman  just  embarked 
for  Liberia,  as  a  missionary,  which  the  Board  ven- 
ture  to  hope,  will  afford  still  higher  advantages,  and 
rising  with  the  growth  of  the  Colony,  finally  attain 
to  literary  and  lasting  importance.  A  valuable 
library  has  been  obtained  for  this  school  through 
the  generous  aid  of  a  gentleman  in  Vermont, 
(whose  efficient  services  have  heretofore  been 
gratefully  mentioned  by  the  Board,)  and  should  the 
progress  of  any  of  the  scholars  justify  instruction 
in  the  higher  branches  of  knowledge,  a  department 
for  this  object  may  be  attached  to  the  Institution. 
Of  the  library  just  mentioned,  two  hundred  vo- 
lumes were  received  as  a  donation  from  the  student? 
of  Yale  College.* 

But  the  event  to  be  recorded  by  the  Managers, 
which  will  excite  in  the  minds  of  their  christian 
friends,  the  most  joyful  and  devout  emotions,  is  that 
of  a  striking  improvement  in  the  religious  charac- 
ter of  the  Colony.  It  is  well  known  that  this  little 
community  is  made  up  of  selected  individuals,  and 
that  the  Board  have  ever  required  of  those  seeking 
their  patronage,  satisfactory  evidence,  that  their 
morals  were  pure,  and  their  habits  industrious*. 
Hence  this  settlement  has,  from  its  origin,  exhibit- 
ed great  decency,  sobriety,  respect  for  the  sabbath, 
and  the  other  peculiar  duties  and  ordinances  of  our 
religion.  It  has  thus  shed  a  benign  and  sacred 
light  upon  the  heathen ;  and  the  feelings  of  the  pro- 

*  Appendix  A. 
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fane  and  lawless  stranger,  as  he  treads  upon  Cape 
Montserado,  are  subdued  into  unwonted  seriousness. 
But  although,  from  the  first,  the  Society's  settlement 
has  worn  an  aspect  of  moral  beauty,  yet,  with  fer- 
vent gratitude  do  the  Board  announce  the  fact,  that 
during  the 'past  year,  religion  has  received  a  more 
deep  and  general  attention  than  ever  before — that 
many  individuals  have  assumed  the  christian  pro- 
fession, and  thus  far  exemplified  in  practice 
the  spirit  and  laws  of  their  Faith.  To  those  who 
feel  sympathy  for  the  immortal  wants  of  our  nature, 
and  consider  the  introduction  of  Christianity  into 
Africa,  one  of  the  most  commanding  benefits  to  be 
produced  by  this  Society,  this  religious  change  will 
not  prove  without  interest ;  and  may  not  an  argu- 
ment be  derived  from  it  invincible,  because  based 
upon  the  manifest  purposes  of  Heaven,  for  more  vi- 
gorous and  confident  exertion  ?  And  here  it  be- 
comes the  Board  to  notice,  with  special  approba- 
tion, the  faithful  missionary  services  of  the  Rev. 
Lott  Carey,  by  whom  many  native  Africans  have 
been  inspired  with  desires  after  knowledge,  which 
it  is  not  possible,  at  present,  fully  to  gratify.  It  is, 
.  however,  a  pleasing  reflection,  that  about  fifty 
heathen  children  reside  in  the  Colony,  receive  par- 
tial instruction,  and  enjoy  the  influence  of  christian 
example. 

The  successful  termination  of  recent  negotiations 
with  the  African  kings,  for  the  enlargement  of  the 
colonial  territory,  by  the  purchase  of  an  extensive 
tract  of  country  on  the  river  St.  Paul's,  must  be  re- 
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garded  as  a  most  auspicious  event,  and  illustrates 
both  the  ability  of  the  Colonial  Agent,  and  the  mor- 
al influence  which,  by  the  uniform  exhibition  of 
truth  and  justice,  the  settlement  has  acquired  over 
barbarous  minds.  From  a  map  of  the  country  adja* 
cent  to  the  Colony,  accurately  delineated  by  Mr. 
Ashmun,as  the  result  of  a  survey  made  by  himself,  it 
appears  that  the  tongue  of  land  included  between 
the  Montserado  river  oil  the  N.  E.  and  the  ocean 
on  the  S.  W.  and  of  which  the  Cape  forms  the  ter- 
mination, does  not  in  any  part,  to  the  distance  of 
twelve  miles,  exceed  three  miles  in  breadth,  and  that 
even  of  this,  not  more  than  one-half  is  adapted  to 
purposes  of  general  cultivation.  It  is  obvious  from 
thia  fact,  that  no  considerable  number  of  agricultur- 
alists could  be  accommodated  with  plantations  on 
this  tract  without  being  entirely  separated  from  the 
principal  settlement,  and  as  the  region  between 
these  two  boundaries,  beyond  the  distance  of  twelve 
miles,  furnishes,  by  a  partial  culture,  subsistence  to 
several  native  tribes,  an  effort  to  obtain  territory 
in  some  other  direction  seemed  indispensable.  Sueh 
an  effort  has  been  successfully  made.  The  whole 
country  between  the  Montserado  and  the  St  Paul's, 
(the  mouth  of  which  is  north  nine  miles  from  the 
former  river,)  extending  indefinitely  into  the  inte- 
rior, is  now  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Society. 
The  deed  of  sale  has  been  transmitted  to  the  Man- 
agers ;  and  the  whole  transaction  appears  to  have 
been  conducted  on  both  sides  with  perfect  sinceri- 
ty and  good  faith.     "  I  told  the  Kings  (says  Mr. 
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Ashman)  they  knew  that  I  had  never  deceived  or  . 
injured  them,  or  ever  treated  their  best  interests 
with  indifference.  I  knew  they  considered  me 
their  friend,  and  my  heart  agreed  with  their  opin- 
ion in  testifying  that  I  was  so.  I  had  been  long  in 
their  country,  and  for  the  same  reasons  which  for- 
bade me  to  be  the  enemy  of  my  own  countrymen, 
it  was  impossible  for  me  to  be  theirs.  They  saw 
me  spending  my  life  in  a  strange  country  in  order 
to  do  black  men  good,  and  black  people  were  all 
brothers.  I  felt  much  the  same  for  all,  and  knew 
they  would  confide  in4  me  as  I  certainly  should  in 
any  deliberate  act  of  theirs.  It  was  at  this  moment 
(he  continues)  that  I  became  more  fully  convinced 
than  ever  before,  of  the  happy  effects  which  that 
course  of  exact  justice  which  I  had  so  long  endea- 
vored to  pursue,  could  produce  on  savage  minds. 
I  felt  that  our  policy  had  gained  a  moral  conquest, 
and  that  was  the  moment  of  triumph.  They  reci- 
procated the  confidence  which  I  professed  to  repose 
in  them,  and  as  the  Board  will  perceive  from  the 
journal,  yielded  the  important  point  sought  of 
them."  The  St.  Paul's  river  is  represented  as  half 
a  mile  wide  at  its  mouth,  and  retaining  quite  across 
a  depth,  varying  but  little,  of  from  four  to  five 
fathoms ;  its  waters  sweet  nearly  the  whole  year  at 
a  small  distance  from  the  ocean,  and  the  whole  year 
at  the  distance  of  nine  miles.* 

The  region  thus  ceded  to  the  Society  is  a  fine 
champaign  country,  elevated  from  twenty  to  thirty 

*  Appendix  B.  - 


22 

♦ 

feet  above  the  river,  formerly,  in  "  Africa's  better 
days,"  covered  with  numerous  villages,  but  now 
almost  depopulated  by  the  slave-trade,  with  a  fer- 
tile soil,  destitute  of  stones,  and  for  purposes  of  agri- 
culture not  inferior  to  any,  as  yet  explored,  on  the 
African  coast  The  conclusion  of  these  negotia- 
tions, the  Board  will  only  add,  is  an  event  uncom- 
monly felicitous,  whether  we  consider  the  measures 
by  which  it  was  produced,  or  the  interests  which 
it  cannot  fail  to  secure. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  government  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  for  the'accomplishment  of  its  humane  pur- 
pose towards  such  Africans  as  are  brought  into  our 
eountry  in  contravention  of  the  laws,  has  been 
pleased  to  select  the  Colony  at  Liberia  for  their 
residence,  and  that  by  its  authority,  a  number  of 
rescued  captives  have  already  been  transferred  to 
that  place.  The  progress  of  these  poor  Africans 
in  the  common  branches  of  an  English  education, 
has  been  equal  to  the  best  hopes,  which  a  know- 
ledge of  their  former  circumstances  would  justify, 
and  such  are  their  habits  of  agricultural  industry 
as  must  in  a  short  time  enable  them  to  obtain,  inde- 
pendently, the  means  of  a  comfortable  subsistence. 
Many  others  are,  we  understand,  soon  to  be  added 
to  these  objects  of  a  benevolent  policy,  who  will 
require  for  some  years  the  guardianship  and  aid  of 
this  nation.* 

A  respectable  company  of  emigrants,  sixty -six 
in  number,  most  of  them  agriculturists  from  Vir- 
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ginia,  took  passage  at  Norfolk,  in  the  brig  Hunter, 
early  in  February,  and  arrived  at  Liberia  on  the 
fifteenth  of  March.  Within  one  month  after  they 
disembarked,  they  all  experienced  the  disease  of 
the  climate;  but  its  effects  proved  mild,  and  the  re- 
covery of  most  was  rapid  and  entire.  Among  the 
adults,  two  young  men  only,  who  had  been  guilty 
of  great  imprudence,  perished  as  its  victims,  though 
a  more  considerable  loss  occurred  among  the  chil- 
dren, which  constituted  nearly  half  the  expedition. 
An  able  physician,  who  expected  to  accompany 
these  emigrants,  was  unfortunately  detailed  in  the 
United  States,  and  the  want  of  his  knowledge  and 
attentions  was  severely  felt.     The  inadequacy  of 

i 

the  accommodations,  and  the  scantiness  of  the  medi- 
cal stores,  it  must  not  be  concealed,  augmented  the 
sufferings.  A  large  building  erected  especially  for 
the  benefit  of  newly  arrived  emigrants,  is  nearly 
completed ;  and  the  physician,  to  whom  we  have 
just  referred,  will  embark  in  a  vessel  now  prepared 
to  sail  for  the  Colony. 

The  extent  and  atrocity  of  the  slave-trade  re* 
mains,  it  is  believed,  undiminished,  and  in  more 
than  one  instance,  during  the  year,  has  the  flag  of 
our  country  been  seen  to  wave  over  vessels  em- 
ployed beyond  all  doubt  in  this  traffic.  Numerous 
facts  might  be  adduced  in  proof,  that  American 
citizens  still  participate  in  the  crimes  and  gains  of 
this  trade,  which  we  can  hardly  hope  will  be  exter- 
minated, until  the  whole  christian  world  becomes 
so  sensible  of  its  iniquity,  as  unanimously  to  de* 
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Bounce  it  as  an  intolerable  offence,  to  which  no  flag 
shall  give  protection,* 

The  interest  felt  in  the  objects  of  this  Institution, 
has  become  deep  and  extensive ;  every  day  witnes- 
ses its  progress ;  the  energy,  donations  and  number 
of  its  friends,  have  the  last  year  been  greatly  in- 
creased; and  a  spirit  of  resolution  is  now  evinced  in 
its  favour,  not  less  honourable  to  our  nation  than 
auspicious  for  the  cause  which  it  is  directed  to  ad- 
vance. '  Numerous  auxiliary  Societies  have  been 
organized  in  the  states  of  Maryland,  Virginia,  and 
North  Carolina;  and  others  of  equal  promise  in 
New  England. f 

The  success  of  the  Agents  of  the  Society  in  the 
northern  States,  has  enabled  the  Managers  to  fit 
out  a  vessel  from 'Boston,  which,  with  about  forty 
emigrants,  a  missionary,  physician,  adequate  sup- 
plies, and  the  library  already  mentioned,  a  week 
since,  sailed  for  Liberia.}: 

Another  and  larger  vessel  is  also  chartered  and 
preparing  for  her  departure,  which,  in  addition  to 
stores  and  lumber  imperiously  demanded  by  the 
Colony,  will  convey  to  Africa  the  United  States 
Agent  and  Colonial  Surgeon,  Dr.  Peaco,  and  more 
than  one  hundred  emigrants,  principally  from  Vir- 
ginia and  North  Carolina. 

By  many  churches  in  our  country,  on  the  last 
anniversary  of  our  national  independence,  collections 
were  taken  up  to  aid  the  funds  of  this  Institution. 
In  their  last  report,  the  Board  ventured  to  solicit 
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the  christian  community,  to  remember  their  cause  on 
that  day,  and  to  express  the  hope  that  charity  to  their 
objects,  would  generally  be  deemed  appropriate  to 
that  occasion.  Their  wishes  were  seconded  by  the 
recommendations  of  the  general  assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  by  some  other  ecclesias- 
tical bodies,  and  the  amount  received  in  consequence 
into  their  Treasury,  has  not  been  inconsiderable. 
The  Managers  trust  that  their  cause  will  he  advo- 
cated by  the  reverend  Clergy  on  the  next  fourth 
of  July,  and  on  every  succeeding  one,  with  more 
effort  and  greater  success. 

Such  specimens  of  African  produce  have  been 
received  from  the  Colony,  as  give  reason  to  hope 
well  of  its  future  benefits  to  the  commerce  of  our 
country. — Coffee  and  cotton  grow  spontaneously, 
and  the  former  is  uncommonly  large,  and  of  an  ex- 
cellent quality.  Indigo  and  the  sugar  cane  suc- 
ceed, and  will  be  cultivated  with  advantage.  In 
the  vicinity  of  the  settlement  camwood  is  abun- 
dant, and  mahogany  grows  on  the  cape.  The  tim- 
ber of  Liberia  is  various  and  durable  and  well 
adapted  to  building.  The  Teakwood  is  exported 
from  Sierra  Leone  and  probably  grows  in  the  Ame- 
rican Colony. 

If  the  commerce  of  Africa  is  now,  when  her  fields 
are  almost  desolate  and  untilled,  an  object  of  avidi- 
ty to  many  nations,  her  productive  soil  cultivated 
by  an'industrious  and  enlightened  people,  must  af- 
ford the  means  of  a  most  valuable  trade.* 
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The  African  Repository,  a  monthly  journal,  pub- 
lished by  order  of  the  Board,  was  commenced  in 
March  last.  The  first  number  was  issued  to  one 
hundred  subscribers,  which  have  since  increased 
to  one  thousand. 

The  Managers  had  but  just  expressed,  with  a 
deep  sense  of  their  loss,  their  respect  for  the  me- 
mory of  a  distinguished  Vice-President  of  this  So- 
ciety, when  they  were  called  to  deplore  the  de- 
cease of  another,  early,  able  and  devoted  friend. 
Such,  indeed,  was  Elias  B.  Caldwell,  the  late  Cor- 
responding Secretary  of  this  Institution.  His  ser- 
vices were  cheerfully  rendered  to  the  Society  from 
the  time  of  its  origin,  to  the  day  of  his  death,  with 
an  attachment  to  its  objects,  which  sickness  could 
not  diminish,  and  a  pious  confidence  in  its  success, 
which  remained  unshaken  to  his  last  hour.  For 
one  or  two  years,  his  extreme  debility  prevented 
those  energetic  efforts  which  he  was  disposed  to 
make,  but  the  strength  that  he  possessed  was  never 
spared,  but  frequently  exerted,  until  his  feeble 
frame  sunk  beneath  the  power  of  mental  exertion. 
Though  no  longer  favoured  with  his  presence,  and 
his  counsel,  the  Managers  have  the  light  of  his 
example,  and  will  ever  cherish  as  sacred,  the  re- 
collections of  his  worth. 

Connected  with  their  cause,  the  Managers  are 
sensible  that  there  are  some  questions  of  difficulty 
and  delicacy  which  should  be  discussed,  if  at  all, 
with  sobriety ;  and  with  a  due  consideration  of  the 
various  opinions,  and  even  prejudices,  with  which 
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they  are  unfortunately  combined.  The  Managers 
propose  no  deviation  from  the  original  purpose  of 
the  Society,  but  are  resolved  to  adopt,  openly  and 
candidly,  those  measures,  and  those  only,  which 
wisdom  and  prudence  shall  dictate :  such,  in  fine, 
as  may  be  best  adapted  to  diminish  the  force  of 
contradictory  objections,  and  secule  the  favor  and 
aid  of  the  States  most  deeply  interested  in  tfie  suc- 
cess of  their  efforts. 
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April  12, 
May  11, 
June       8, 


July 


Aug. 


Sept 


DR. 

Ike  American  Colonization  Society  in  Account  Current 
with  Richard  Smith,  Treasurer. 

1825. 
March  31,  To  cash  paid  William  M<Kenney,  balance  of 

agency  account,      -        .   .  £24  74 
Ditto     R.R.  Gurley,              -            -  50 
Ditto            ditto,              -            -  723  87 
Ditto            ditto,  expenses  to  Philadel- 
phia,           -  38 
Ditto     John  Kennedy,          -           -  20  75 
Ditto     William  M<Kenney's  account,  125 
Ditto     John  W.  Peaco,         -           -  200 
Ditto     Rev.  Mr.  Hawley,  on  account  of 

Mr.  Ashmun,       r        -  26  09 
Ditto     J.  Kennedy,  for  postage,        -  26  16 
Ditto     James  C.  Dunn,  for  printing,  100 
Ditto      Way  &  Gideon,  for     do.  200 
Ditto     Ethan  Andrews,           -  167  87 
Ditto     Peter  Force,            -            -  100 
Ditto     postage  on  letters  to  Treasur- 
er to  date,           -           -  15  33 
Ditto     Wm.  M'Kenney's  account,  405 
Ditto     Peter  Force,  100 
Ditto     A.  B.     aller,  for  articles  for  Co- 
lony, 18 
Ditto     Wm.  M'Kenney's  account,  350 
Ditto     R.  R.  Gurley,               -            -  250 
Ditto     John  Kennedy,        -  67  50 
-    Ditto     Mr.  Dodds,  for  rent  of  office,  20 
Ditto      R.  K.  Gurley,              -            -  20 
Ditto     Wm.  M'Kenney,  bal.  of  account,  143  49 
Ditto     Ingle,  Lindsley,  &  Ingle,  supplies 

for  Colony,   -            -            -  344  72 
Ditto     Rev.  Doct  Laurie,  expenses  to 

Norfolk,        ...  50 

Ditto     Way  &  Gideon,  for  printing,  200 

Ditto     R.R.  Gurley,                           -  30 

Ditto     John  W.  Peaco,               -  200 
Ditto     Tucker  &  Thompson,  for  clothes 

for  Mr.  Ashmun,           -  50 
Ditto     John  Kennedy,  1  month's  salary,  20 
Ditto     R.  W.  Sampson,         -           -  20 
Ditto     John  Kennedy,  postages,  34  24 
Ditto     W.  Thompson,  supplies  fox  Co- 
lony,          ...  32 
Ditto     R.R.  Gurley,         -  100 
Ditto     A.  B  Waller,  supplies  for  Colony,  13  25 
Ditto      E.  Dennison,               do.        -  34  81 
Ditto      Doct.  H.  Steel,     -            -  15 
Ditto     L.  Tiernan,  jr.  Auxiliary  Society, 

Baltimore,              -           -  88  91 


Oct. 


15, 

28, 

8, 

11, 

12, 

27, 

1, 
17, 

22, 

23, 

31, 

6, 

7, 

17, 

20, 

22, 
30, 

8. 
10, 


i*; 

19, 


Nor. 


21, 


°5 


2, 

6, 

16, 


Carried  forward, 


$4,424  73 


1825. 


99 

Amount  brought  over,       g  4,424  73 


Nov.     21,  To  cash  paid  Janet  Laurie,  (chairs  for  Colony,) 


23, 


25, 


Pec.      1, 
12, 

16, 

2(^ 

28, 

1826. 
Jan'ry  16, 


48 
148  25 

205  65 
5  50 


Ditto     D.  Rapine,  balance  of  account, 
Ditto     J.  B.  Dabney,  for  balance  of  J. 

Ashman's  bill, 
Ditto     P.  Thompson,  books  for  Colony,  „ 
Ditto     H.  Stone,  for  engraving  a  view 

of  the  Colony,  -  30 

Ditto     A.  Way,  jr.  for  supplies  for  Co- 

lony,  -  -  -         4r37 

Ditto     Ciaggett  &  Washington,  for  do.         4  80 
Ditto     Mr.  Fonde,  -  .  6 

Ditto     Mr.  Kennedy,  -  -  55  37 

Ditto      Mr.  Dodds,  -  -  21.25 

Ditto     Mr.  Ashmun's  bill,      -  344  66 

Ditto     Mr.Gurley,  -  -  150 

Ditto     Mr.  Bcvendge,  for  supplies  for 

Colony,        -  -  22  75 

Ditto  Mr.  Kennedy,  for  postages,     -  22  05 
Ditto  Mr.  John  Kennedy,          -  43  50 
Ditto  Dr.  Peaco,  150 
Ditto  Way  &  Gideon,  for  printing,  300 
Ditto  Mr.  Gurley,  expenses  to  Balti- 
more,           ...  20 
Ditto  Mr.  MYhail's  account,      -  1,500 


7,543  88 
To  balance  inhajMl,mchiding#45,  connterfeits,   3,392  16 

8  10,936  04 

Supra  CR. 
1825. 
March  24,    By  balance,  including  $29,  counterfeits,  $810  19 

1826. 
Jan'ry  26,    By  cash  received  from  24th  March,  1825,  to 

thb  date,  inclusive,  per  Abstract  herewith,    10,125  85 

£10,936  04 


BR. 


Richard  Smith,  Treasurer,  in  Account  with  the  American 
Colonization  SocUty,— Abstract  of  Monies  received. 

1885. 
March  24,    To  balance  in  hand,  including,  #29,  counter- 
feits, -  j5  810  19 
April    30,    To  cash  from  Eliza  Young,  of  Baltimore,  5 

Ditto         Doct.  Beans,  of  Upper  Marlboro,       3 

Carried  forward,  $  818  19 


! 


1865. 
May        2, 

21, 
21, 


30 

Amount  brought  over,       $  818  19 


June      6, 


To  cadi  from  Auxiliary,  Society,  Jackson  co. 

Georgia,       -  -  25 

Ditto         Repository,  -  27 

Ditto         H.  Rutgers,  of  New  York,  for 
collections  4th  July,  1824,  in 

Reformed  Dutch  Church,  22 
Ditto         Rev.  Dock  J.  Caldwell,  Chapel 

Hill,N.C.  -  -  10 

#  7,  Ditto         Repository,  -  -  20 

11,         Ditto         Auxiliary  Society,  Alexandria, 

District  of  Columbia,     -  36  SI 

15,  Ditto         Miss  Landonia  Randolph,  of  Va.  20 

»  Ditto         Repository,      ...  6 

18,  Ditto  do.  -  -    ■  8 

Ditto         MissSearle,     ...  1 

28,  Ditto         Repository,  -  -  13 

July        5,         Ditto         Collections  at  Arlington,  4th  inst       7 

Ditto  do.  in  Rev.  Mr.  Post* s  Church, 

*  Washington,         -  46 

Ditto  do.  in  Rev.  Mr.  Hawky's,  do.  18  41 

Ditto  do.  in  Rev.  Mr.  Baker's,    do.  20  10 

Ditto  do.  in  Rev.  Doct  Laurie's,  do.  S3 

Ditto  do.  in  Rev.  Mr.  Allen's,    do.  14  55 

Ditto  do.  in  Rev.  Dr.  Balch's,  G.  T.  23  30 

Ditto  do.  in  Rev.  Mr.  Gray's,    do.  15  50 

Ditto         Repository,  through  wis  month,  76 

Ditto      .  W.H.Fitzhugh,  esq.  a  donation,  10 

6,  Ditto         R.  Harrison,  esq.  do.  20 

8,         Ditto        Collections  in  8th  Presbyterian 

Church,  Philadelphia,  -  30 

Ditto         do.  in  7th,        do.  do.  96  62 

Ditto         do.  in  Rev.  Mr.  Harrison's  do. 

Alexandria,  -  -  15  56 

Ditto         do.  Presbyterian  Church,  Lynch- 

burg,  Va.  -  -  25  45 

Ditto  do.  Rev.  Mr.  Luke's  Church,  the 
Oxford  Congregation,  War- 
ren county,  N.  Y.  8 

Ditto         do.  Episcopal  Church,  Romney,  10 
Ditto         do.  in  the  Reformed  Protestant 
Dutch    Church,    in    Market 

street,  New  York,  -  50 

Ditto         do.  in  Presbyterian  Church,  Nor- 

folk,  .  -  -  41  50 

Ditto         do.  in  Episcopal   do.  do.  37  23 

Ditto         do.  in        do.        do.  Portsmouth,  10 

Ditto         do.  in  Methodist   do.       do.  10  48 

Ditto         do.  in        do.        do.  Norfolk,  35  80 
Ditto         do.  in  Baptist  Meeting,  Alexandria,    4 
11,         Ditto         collections  in  St  Andrew's  Church, 

St.  Mary's  county,  Md.  -  15 

13,         Ditto         Rob'tW.  James,  Indiantown,  S.  C.  20 


Carried  forward,        g  1,679  99 


> 
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1825. 
July      15,    To  cash  from 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Ditto 


Aug, 


21. 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 

1, 

*>> 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

5, 
8, 

Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 

1* 

Ditto 

12, 

Ditto 

Ditto 

15, 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

16, 


10, 


20, 


Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 


Amount  brought  over,       $  1,679  99 

Female  Liberian  Society,  at  Mrs. 

Garnett's  school,  Essex  co.  Va.      SO 
A.  &  R.  Henderson,  sons  of  R.  H. 

Henderson,  esq.  Leesburg,  Va.     16 
Ladies  belonging  to  the  Congre- 
gation of  Rev.  Doct.  Miner, 
St.  George's  Church,  N.  Y.        5 
do.  to  constitute  Doct.  Miner 
a  life  member, 
Rev.  J.  L.  Bryan,  Petersville,  Md. 
Auxiliary  Society,  Augusta  coVa. 
Rev.  Mr.  Bacon,  collections  in  New- 
England,  (proceeds  thereof) 

for  proceeds  of  collections 
for  the  Repository, 
Repository  through  this  month, 
Collections  for  do.  by  Mr.  Bacon, 
do.  in  Old  Church,  Richmond, 
do.  in  Rev.  Mr.  William's  Church, 
Newburyport,  Massachusetts, 
do.  in  Boston,  per  D.  Hall,  esq. 
do.  in  Presbyterian   Church, 

Fredericksburg,  Va. 
do.  in  New  England,  per  Mr. 
Sessions,     ... 
do.  in  Presbyterian  Congrega- 
tion, Romney,  Va. 
do.  2d       do.       Baltimore, 
Auxiliary  Society,  Albemarle  co. 

Virginia, 
David  J.  Burr,  esq.  Richmond, 
Miss  Virjj.  Balch,  Leesburg,  Va. 
A  friend  in  Leesburg, 

do.      in  Fredericktown,  Md. 
Mrs.  Sarah  Murdock,  in  do. 
Female  Liberian  Society,  at  Mrs. 

Garnett's  school,  Essex  co.  Va.      30 
Rev.  Mr.  Baker,  for  collections 
in  Silver  Spring  Church,  Mc- 
chanicsburg,  Va.  -  10 

proceeds  of  work  done  by  Sun- 
day school   teachers,  Frede- 
rick county,  Md.        -  10 
some  person  in  Greencastle  co. 

Pennsylvania,  -  -5 

a  friend  to  the  prosperity  of  Zkm 
in  WiBiamsport,  Pa.  (a  coun- 
terfeit) S 
collections  in  church,  at  Aurora, 
Ohio,  ...  6 
do.  in  Leacock,  Pa.  per  J. 
Burr,  esq.  & 


35 
10 

100 

28  13 

91  GO 
92 

12  40 
16  50 

44 
190  47 

10  50 

175 

20 
27 

90 
19  50 

1 

5 

1 
1 

Carried  forward,  g  2,766  09 
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1825. 
Aug.    2% 

To  cash  i 

22; 

23, 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 

26, 

Ditto 

29, 

30, 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Sept      1, 

Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 

3, 

Ditto 
Ditto 

7, 

a, 


ir, 


20, 


Amount  brought  over,       $  2,766  Op 

To  cash  from  Abel  Wool  of  Hebron,  Washing- 
ton co.N.Y.  -    .  11  50 
Doct  J.  Darrow,  of  do.           -         5 
Auxiliary  Society,  Raleigh,  N.  C.    100 
Rev.  J.  D.  Paxton,  of  Powhatan, 

Virginia, 
B.  W.  Lester,  Charlotte,  Va. 
monthly  concert  of  prayer,   at 

Harraburg,  Pa. 
collections   in  2d  Presbyterian 

Church,  Alexandria,  D.  C. 
Auxiliary  Society,  Vermont, 
Edw.  Colston,  Sheppardstown,  Va. 
4th  Creek  Congregation,  Iredell 

county,  N.  C. 
Gen.  John  Cocke,  of  Va. 
collections  in  congregation  of  Rev. 
C.  H.  Page,  Coalmoutb,  Va.      - 
do.    in  do.     of  Rev.  Mr.  Mines, 

Rockville,  Md. 
Jbo.  Pilson,  Albemarle,  Va. 
Rev.  James  Brythe,  collected  in 
following  places,  viz. 
Pisgah  Church,  Kentucky, 
McChord's  do.  Lexington,  Ky. 
1st  Presbyterian  do.  do. 
Jas,    Williamson,   Roxborough, 

Person  county,  N.  C.  - 
some  Ladies  in  Frederick  co, 

Md.  per  P.  E.  Thomas, 
some  person   unknown,   (pro- 
ceed* of  meal,)  per  do. 
a  friend  in  Greenville,  Teh. 
collections   in    Presbyterian 

Church,  Winchester,  Va. 
do.  in  Methodist       do.      do. 
do.  at  Chapel  in  Frederick  Pa- 
rish, Frederick  county,  Va. 
Auxiliary  Society,  do.  do. 

C.  Tompkins,  Rockbridge  co.  Va. 
a  thank  offering  from  R.  B.  with 
ber  sincere  prayer  for  the  pros- 
perity of  the  Society, 
David  Hall,  esq.  for  collections 

in  Massachusetts, 
collections  in  Rev.  Doct  Wil- 

mer's  Church,  Alexandria, 
do.  in  New  England,  by  Rev.  Mr. 

Niles, 
Rev.  Wm.  Meade,  one  of  the 
executors  of  Miss  Susan  Meade, 
as  a  loan  to  the  Society,        -    1,060 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 


Ditto 


6 
10 

850 

713 
100 
5 

5 

40 

10 

2  50 

4 

6  62142 
38  62  14 
10  75 

10 
10 

1 

29  7S 
10 

60 

26  41 
3 


147  68 


7  60 


200 


Carried  forward, 


*  4*710  14 
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1825. 


Amount  brought  over,       #4,710  14 


Sept    22,    To  cub  collected  at  a  public  meeting  in  Bath, 

Maine,  -  35  34 

Ditto  from  a  friend  to  the  Society  at  same 

place,      ...  10 

24*         Ditto        If.  Houston,  esq.  collections  in 

High  Bridge  Church,  in  Rock- 
bridge county,  Va.  -  8  20 
Ditto         — —  per  collections  by  the  Rector,      5 
26j         Ditto         Auxiliary  Society  at  Lynchburg, 

Virginia,  .  -  130 

Ditto         J.  P.  Haven,  of  New  York— for 
collections  as  follows,  viz. 
in  Rev.  Saml.  Peltong's  Society, 
,  Hempstead,  N.  Y.        -  3  50 

monthly  concert,  Hartford  coun- 
ty, in  July,  3 
Rev.  Doct  Porter's  Society,  Cat- 
skill,  N.Y.            -           -           10 
a  Society  in  Rensselaerville,  N.  Y.       4 
Rev.   John   Hunting's  Society, 
Southhold,  Long  Island,         -        4  14 
29,         Ditto        L.  D.  Dewey,  N.  York,  per  fol- 
lowing collections,  viz. 
Presbyterian  Church,  Mt.  Morris, 
New  York,       -           -  3 
Do.          Parsippany,  N.  J.        6  75 
Congregational  Church,  West- 
ford,  New  York,           -                 4 
communion   collection,    Mend- 
ham,  N.J.                                     8 
Repository  through  this  month,       81  80 
Ditto         Auxiliary  Society,  Pasquotank, 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.  -        50 

do.  Isle  of  Wight,  Va.        -  50 

proceeds  of  collections  by  Mr. 
Tracy,  of  Hartford,  Vt.  in  the 
New  England  States..  -      165 

Auxiliary  Society,  Hillsborough, 

North  Carolina,        -  64 

Liberian  Society,  Elmwood,  Es- 
sex co.  Va.        -  -  50 
collections  in  Rev.  Mr.  Foote's 

Congregation,  Romney,  Va.         10 
do.  in  Presbyterian  Congrega- 
tion, in  Batavia,  N.Y.  -      10 
Benj.  Ely,  esq.  of  Simsbury,  Con. 

per  Mr.  Bacon,  -       6 

contributions  in  Bolton,  do.  pr.  do.    8  50 
do.    in  Wilton,    do.    per  do.     14  50 
da  in  Townsford,  do.    per  do.       6  25 
Repository  during  this  month,       88 
Nov.      4,         Ditto         D.  Coleman,  Newburyport,  Mass.     1 


Oct     r, 


Ditto 

Ditto 

13, 

Ditto 

18, 

Ditto 

27, 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

4, 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Carried  forward,  g  5,550  12 


34 


1825. 


Nov. 


Amount  brought  over,       9  5*550  12 

4,    To  cash  from  Auxiliary  Society*  New  Jersey, 

per  J.  M<Lean,  -  -  172  07 

26»         Ditto        mm  Winter*,  of  Montgomery, 

•  Md. — found  by  her,  -  5 

Ditto  Jot.  B.  Skinner,  of  fidenton,  N. 
C.  for  the  purpose  of  sending 
5  emigrants  from 


50 
10 


Ditto 

Ditto 

4 

Dec.       1, 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

12, 
16, 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

17, 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 

1826. 
Jan'ry    5, 

Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 

6, 

Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

7, 

Ditto 

M.  B.  Mr.  S.  agreed  to  give 
810,  for  every  emigrant  from 
his  town, 
donation  from  a  gentleman, 

Orange  co.  Va, 
Rev.  Horace  Sessions,  collected 

in  New  England,  -         1,000 

Auxiliary  Society,  Hudson,  N.Y.      25 
Repository  during  this  month,  8 

Auxiliary  Society,  Powhatan  co. 

Virginia,        *     -  -  35 

do.  Rockbridge  county,  do.  50 

a  friend  in  Alexandria,  -         5 

College  of  Hampden  Sydney, 

Prince  Edward  co.  Va.  .  30 
AuxiKary  Society,  Massachusetts,  170 
do.  Richmond  &  Manchester,  Va.  300 
do.   Greenbriar,  Va.  per  Hon. 

Wm.  Smith, 
Union  Colonization  Society,  Wil- 
mington, Delaware, 
Repository  during  this  month, 


U 

50 
113  13 


Miram  Tracy,  of  Vermont,  per 
Mr.  Wales,        -  .  132 

Auxiliary  Society,  Frederick  co. 
Maryland,  -  -     200 

M.  Tracy,  of  Vermont,  for  sundry 
subscribers,       -  95 

do.  for  Repository,        -  30 

Mr.  Garnsey,  per  Hon.  John  W. 
Taylor,  -  -  -     10 

W.  B.  Randolph,  near  Richmond, 
Virginia,        -  8 

—  for  Repository,       -  2 

Auxiliary  Society,  Augusta,  Va. 
per  M'Donald  &  Ridgelv,  75 

Rev.  J.  Watts,  collections  in  his 
church,  Franklin,  Va.  -        7  25 

Auxiliary  Society,  New  Hamp- 
shire, per  Gov.  Bell,       -  406 

do.  Petersburg,  Va.  per  G.  P. 
Disosway,  esq.  -  -    240 

Rev.  Wm.  Meade,  on  account  of 
a  legacy  from  his  sister,  Susan 
Meade,         ...  1,6T0 


Carried  forward,  g  10,463  56 
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Amount  brought  oyer,       £10,463  56 
1826. 
Jan'ry    7,    To  cash  from  Rev.  Wn.  Meade,  fordo,  by  his 

sister,  Lucy  Meade,  50 

13,         Bitto        proceeds  of  collections  in  Vir- 
ginia, by  Mr.  E.  Bacon,       •       33  31 

Ditto  Geo.  W.  P.  Custis,  esq.  his  annu- 
al subscription,  -         .10 

Ditto         Her.  Daniel  Baker,  1 

Ditto         Hon.  S.  Van  Rensselaer,      ,     -      30 

Ditto     '  Auxiliary  8ociety,  Nansemond 

county,  Va.  100 

Ditto        Thos.  Hastings,  esq.  Utica,  col- 
lected by  him,  -  -      80  17 
21,         Ditto        Rev.  E.  Andrews,  of  Norwich, 

New  York— collected  from  his 
congregation  on  new-year's 
day,  13 

Ditto        do.  do.  from  Miss  Lydia  Steers,       1* 

Ditto        do.  do.  from  Miss  Mary  Ann 

Harper,         -  1 

Ditto        Liberian  Society,  at  Mrs.  Gar- 

netfs  school,  Va.  •  30 

Ditto  N.  S.  Prime,  Cambridge,  N.  Y. 
per  collections  in  Presbyterian 
Church,  .  -  15 

Ditto        Repository  during  this  month,        48 
26,         Ditto        Ballard  G.  Payne,  esq.  Treasur- 
er Auxiliary  8ociety,  Fluvan- 
na, Va,  per  hon.  W.  C.  Rives,     60 

g  10,936  04 
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APPENDIX. 


Note  A. 

The  gentleman  to  whom  we  have  referred,  is  the  Rev. 
Chester  Wright,  of  Vermont,  who  has,  from  the  origin  of 
the  Society,  shown  himself  its  decided  and  efficient  friend. 
The  State  Society  of  Vertnont,  of  which  Mr.  Wright  is 
the  Corresponding  Secretary,  has  contributed,  since  its 
formation,  to  the  funds  of  the  parent  Institution,  01,529. 
The  offer  of  this  gentleman  to  obtain  a  library  for  the  Lan- 
casterian  School  in  Liberia,  was  unsolicited  ;  and  we  un- 
derstand his  efforts  were  well  met  by  the  publick  liberali- 
ty. We  are  now  informed,  that  sundry  religious  books 
were  also  given  by  a  religious  Society  in  Yale  College. 
We  will  devoutly  pray  and  hope,  that  this  beneficence 
may  receive  a  blessing  from  God,  and  that  the  mingled 
lights  of  science  and  Christianity,  now  slowly  kindling 
on  the  coast  of  Africa,  will  finally  illumine  that  whole 
land. 

Note  B. 

The  following  letter,  from  the  Colonial  Agent,  affords 
much  important  information  relating  to  the  territory  re- 
cently acquired  by  the  Society. 

Monrovia,  May  12,  1825. 

To  the  Managers  of  the  A.  C.  S. 

Gentlemen :  I  hasten  to  apprise  the  Board  of  the  suc- 
cessful termination  of  a  tedious  negotiation  with  the  chiefs 
of  the  country,  in  which  my  time,  for  the  last  two  weeks, 
has  been  almost  wholly  occupied.    The  object,  which  was 
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secured  yesterday  evening,  is  no  less  than  a  tract  of  the 
finest  farming  lands  in  the  world,  stretching  to  an  indefi- 
nite extentup  the  left  bank  of  the  St.  Paul's  ;  including  the 
free  navigation  of  that  river,  forever. 

My  attention  was  directed  to  the  important  duty  of  en- 
larging the  limits  of  the  Society's  acknowledged  jurisdic- 
tion, shortly  after  the  arrival  of  the  u  Hunter."  In  the 
company  of  emigrants  by  that  vessel,  were  nearly  a  doz- 
en large  families,  who  neither  understood,  nor  were  they 
willing  to  undertake,  any  other  mode  of  acquiring  a  live- 
lihood than  that  of  farming ;  to  which  they  had  been  bred 
in  the  inland  counties  of  Virginia.  These  sturdy  settlers 
had  the  sense  to  unite  in  a  request  to  be  permitted,  in- 
stead of  settling  in  town,  to  remove  to  their  plantations 
at  once  ;  which,  in  the  order  of  allotment,  must  fall  at  the 
distance  of  nearly  three  miles  from  their  town-lots.  To 
the  indulgence  of  this  request,  there  seemed  but  one  mate- 
rial objection,  while  many  reasons  suggested  to  my  mind, 
not  only  the  propriety  but  the  necessity  of  the  measure. 
The  exposed  condition  of  a  defenceless  few  separated  to 
so  considerable  a  distance  from  the  body  of  the  settlers, 
was  a  consideration  not  to  be  rashly  overlooked.  But, 
on  the  other  hand,  if  occupied  in  town  improvements,  un- 
der the  disadvantage  of  transporting  building-materials 
from  2  to  4  miles,  these  farmers  should  undertake  the 
clearing  and  cultivation  of  their  lands,  three  or  four  years 
must  elapse  before  they  could  be  expected  to  raise  a  mere 
subsistence  for  their  families : — and  no  length  of  time 
would  probably  put  them  in  a  condition  to  make,  with 
their  utmost  industry,  more  than  a  pitiful  surplus  to  be 
applied  to  the  sustenance  of  new  emigrants. 

In  estimating  the  degree  of  exposure  which  would  be 
incurred  by  these  settlers,  residing  on  their  farms,  I  con- 
sidered that  our  Mamba  neighbours,  who  are  nearest,  are 
not  able  to  arm  20  men— that  old  King  Peter  is  still  fee- 
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bier-— and  that,  between  both  of  these,  and  all  the  other 
tribes,  are  constantly  in  operation  a  number  of  causes  of 
mutual  jealousy,  which  must  be  overcome — i.  e.  some 
common  offence  sufficient  to  produce  a  temporary  oblivion 
of  those  jealousies,  must  be  given  by  the  Colony  to  all, 
before  they  will  combine  either  their  forces  or  counsels 
'  against  us.  For,  as  to  any  thing  resembling  the  Guerilla 
system  of  more  ferocious,  and  civilized  countries,  it  is  not 
known  in  this  part  of  Africa.  Disobedience  to  the  coun- 
try authorities,  by  their  people,  is  a  capital  offence :  and  hu- 
man life  is  held  so  cheap,  that  the  guilty  seldom  escape. 
Such  is  the  political  condition  of  every  district  of  petty 
tribes,  that  each  tribe  is  permitted  to  manage,  or  inter- 
fere with  none  but  its  own  internal  concerns,  without  the 
concurrence  of  its  acknowledged  superior ;  and  even  the 
senior  tribe  is  afraid  to  undertake  ^military  expedition 
without  securing  the  concurrence  of  all  the  subordinate 
members  of  the  political  body  to  which  it  belongs.  The 
Board  will  perceive  from  this  somewhat  dull  and  tiresome 
detail,  that  the  inferences  are  certain,  1st,  That  the  con- 
templated settlement  would  be  secure  against  any  predato- 
ry excursions  of  single  tribes — and  2dly,  That  the  Colo- 
ny must  be  apprised  of  the  danger  long  before  a  general 
combination  to  attack  it,  could  be  formed.  Thus  situated 
in  regard  to  our  neighbours ;  able  to  crush  any  single  tribe 
at  a  blow,  and  too  powerful  and  firmly  established,  to  fear 
a  general  combination  against  us ;  having  in  our  hands 
more  than  fifty  of  the  children  of  the  principal  persons 
of  the  tribes ; — we  are  warranted  in  the  conclusion  that  the 
situation  of  a  body  of  detached  settlers  would  be  nearly 
as  safe  as  our  own,  and  could  no  longer  hesitate  as  to  the 
expediency  of  founding  a  Branch  Settlement,  which  in  its 
origin  and  design  should  be  entirely  agricultural. 

But  a  difficulty  occurred  in  making  choice  of  the  pro- 
per situation  for  this  purpose. 
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The  Board  will  have  learnt  from  the  maps  sent  home, 
by  the  Fidelity  in  January  last,  that  the  Mamba,  or  Mont- 
serado  Territory,  properly  so  called,  consists  of  a  nar- 
row tongue,  terminating  in  the  Cape  towards  the  north- 
west— and  extending  south  eastwardly,  45  miles.  The 
rivers  Montserado  and  Junk,  bound  it  on 'the  N.  E,  and  the 
ocean,  on  the  S.  W. — It  no  where  exceeds  in  width,  $ 
miles — and  hf  many  parts,  is  less  than  two. 

On  the  20th  of  April,  I  undertook  the  laborious  busi- 
ness of  making  an  accurate  survey  of  this  territory:  ac- 
companying, is  a  map  exhibiting  the  particulars  of  this 
survey,  (which  I  was  enabled  to  accomplish  in  a  week)  as 
high  as  the  head  of  the  southeastern  sources  of  the  Mont- 
serado River.  To.  this  m&p  I  shall  take  the  liberty  con- 
stantly to  refer  in  the  description  which  follows : 

Ascending  the  IVJfntserado  River,  a  mangrove  swamp 
commences,  one  and  a  half  miles  above  town  on  the  penin- 
sular side  (which  I  shall  call  the  Mamba  Tongue,  after  the 
African  designation.)  This  swamp  rises  hut  a  few  inches 
above  the  high-water  level  of  the  river— consists  of  soft 
mud,  which  is  flooded  occasionally  in  the  dry  season  with 
salty  in  the  rains  always  with  fresh  water;  and  is  near- 
ly op  quke  impassable,  both  on  account  of  the.  mire,  and 
an  impervious  growth  of.  mangroves.  This  swamp  over- 
spreads, in  some  places,  one-half,  in  others  one-fourth  of 
the  whole  Mapiba  Tongue,  on  the  river  side.  There  are 
but  two  exceptions,  the  whole  distance  from  the  mouth 
of  the  Montserado  to  the  head  of  the  Guong  source,  twelve 
miles  above,  where  the  hard  land  reaches  quite  down  to 
the  margin  of  the  river.  But  there  the  land  is  poor,  and 
the  situation  too  confined  for  a  settlement — Along  the 
beach  side  of  the  tongue,  the  broken  land,  of  which  the 
head  of  the  Cape  forms  a  specimen,  continues  for  12  miles  X 
and  even  this  ridge  of  hills  is  not  commonly  more  thaa 
from  a  half  to  one  mile  wide.— Farther  down  the  coast* 
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a  more  level  and  inviting  upland  country  commence*. 
But  the  whole  of  this,  forjnany  mites,  is  occupied  by  the 
relicsof  the  Mamba  tribe,  under,Kings  Gray  and  George, 
and  B&  Caiti  i  and  is  under  actual  cultivation.  The  whole 
jigfct  (or  N.  £. )  bank  of  the  Montserado  river,  to  the  dis- 
tance of  12  miles  above  town  (which  forms  the  limits  of 
the  map)  is  also,  a  mangrove  marsh  country,  without  ex- 
ceptions, where  mud-fowl,  and  crocodiles,  and  myriads 
of  annoying  insects,  are  the  only  forms  of  existence  as- 
sumed by  auimated  matter  ;  and  probably  the  only  ones 
in  which  it  can  long  exist  at  all.  Bushrod  Island,  except 
the  northern  part  of  it,  which  is  in  the  occupancy  of  King 
Peter,  presents  the  same  repulsive  appearance. 

After  this  account  of  the  country  comprehended  in  my 
survey,  it  is  unnecessary  to  add,  that  I  returned  from  the  ex- 
cursion entirely  convinced  of  the  impropriety  of  planting 
settlers  cm  any  other  part  of  it  than  the  cape  itself  where  our 
town  is  situated.  The  Board  may  ask,  why  not  assign  to 
the  new  settlers  the  plantation  which  would  fall  fa  them 
in  course,  and  let  them  proceed  to  build  houses  and  Uve 

on  them,  instead  Qf  their  town-lots?  There  were  three 
strong  objections  to  this  course :  The  1st  was,  that  their 

situation  would  be  remote  from  any  navigable  waters 
where  a  landing  could  be  effected,  more  than  three  miles 
— the  2d,  that  the  lands  are  too  rough,  and  difficult  of 
access  and  tillage,  to  answer  the  purposes  of  general  cul- 
ture. They  are  adapted  to  the  growth  of  cotton  and 
coffee,  but  not  of  grains  and  vegetables :  and  3dly,  the 
ridge  of  hard  land  on  which  they  would  he  seated,  is  too 
narrow  to  admit  of  a  settlement  sufficiently  eompact  and 
populous*  to  secure  to  settlers  a  competent  share  of  social 
privileges. 

What  added  to  the  concern  attending  my  disappoint- 
ment, was  the  certainty  of  our  not  being  able,  for  four  or 

five  years,  to  subsist  the  Colony  on  the  produce  of  its 
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oWn  plantations,  allotted,  and  extended  in  the  Way  origi- 
nally directed  by  the  Board,— %e  cultivators  at  the  same 
time  residing  in  town,  and  having  a  town  residence  to 
provide  for. — The  plan  established  by  the  Board  was 
certainly  rational,  and  would  have  been  quite  feasible,  had 
the  situation  df  the  territory  been  any  other  than  the  actual 
one.  It  supposed  the  town  to  be  situated  in  the  central 
part  of  an  arable  and  fertile  country,  or  one  susceptible, 
with  a  moderate  share  of  industry,  on  the  part  of  the  set- 
tlers, of  being  made  so:  and  that,  in  the  allocation  of  set- 
tlers, there  would  be  an  extension  of  plantation  surveys 
on  three  sides,  at  least,  of  the  town.  Now,  besides  the 
circumstance  of  the  land's  not  being  well  suited  to  general 
crops,  our  surveys  and  appropriations  are  confined  to  a 
narrow  tract  in  one  single  direction :  consequently,  a 
pedant  would  tell  us,  the  disadvantage  under  which 
the  plan  that  we  are  obliged  to  adopt,  compared  with  the 
original  plan  of  the  Board,  labours,  is  nearly  in  the  inverse 
ratio  of  th*  semi-diameter  of  a  circle  to  the  square  of  its 
semi*cireumference: — in  other  terms,  if,  on  the  original 
project,  one  thousand  families  could  have  plantations 
within  S  miles  of  town — in  our  actual  situation,  the 
last  of  the  thousand  must  be  removed  to  the  distance 
of  81  miles ;  which  I  assure  the  Board  is  very  near  the 
probable  result  if  we  are  to  be  confined  to  this  narrow 
neck  which  is  terminated  by  the  cape. 

In  this  dilemma,  I  was  obliged  to  direct  my  attention 
to  the  territory  bordering  on  the  St  Paul's  river. 
-  I  may  have  already  apprised  the  Board  of  the  charming 
character  of  that  country.  For  beauty  and  fertility,  it  is 
surpassed  by  none  in  the  world : — for  salubrity  of  situa- 
tion, excellent  water,  and  facility  of  being  brought  under 
cultivation,  by  none  equally  unpeopled  in  Africa. 

Imagine,  gentlemen,  a  fine  open  river,  half  a  mile  wide, 
and  affording  quite  across  its  channel,  from  bank  to  bank, 
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from  three  to  four  fathoms  of  water— the  country  an  either 
side  champaign,  and  the  level  about  twenty  to  thirty  feet 
above  that  of  the  river— the  banks  every  where  nearly 
perpendicular,  exhibiting  in  order,  the  different  strata  of 
earths  of  which  the  general  bed  of  the.country  is  compo- 
sed— the  waters  of  this  river  to  be  sweet.at  a  very  small 
distance  above  the  mouth,  eight  months  in  the  year,  at 
nine  miles,  the  year  round, — and  you  have  a  correct,  but 
still  imperfect  idea,  of  this  noble  river,  and  the  adjacent 
country.  The  original  growth  is  exuberant,  and  the  soil 
a  rich,  deep  and  loose  loam,  entirely  destitute  of  stones ; 
exhibiting  in  some  places  a  prevalence  of  sand,  in  others 
of  a  fat  clay, — but  all  about  equally  productive.  The  few 
rice  and  cassada  plantations  which  I  have  observed  in  this l 
tract,  exhibit  a  scene  of  natural  luxuriance  as  rich  as  I  ever 
feeheld.  To  those  acquainted  with  the  history  of  the  lat- 
ter vegetable,  it  may  serve  to  verify  this  remark  to  say, 
that  the  stalks,  in  whole  plantations  attain  to  the  height 
of  eleven  and  twelve  feet 

Along  this" beautiful  river  were  formerly  scattered,  in 
Africa's  better  days,  innumerable  native  hamlets ;  and 
till  within  the  last  twenty  years,  nearly  the  whole  river- 
board,  for  one  and  two  miles  back,  was  under  that  slight 
culture  which  obtains  among  the  natives  of  this  country. 
But  the  population  has  been  wasted  by  the  rage  for  tra- 
ding in  slaves ;  with  which  the  constant  presence  of  sla- 
ving vessels,  and  the  introduction  of  foreign  luxuries, 
have  inspired  them.  The  south  bank  of  this  river  and  all 
the  intervening  country  between  it  and  the  M ontserado, 
have  been,  from  this  cause,  nearly  desolated  of  inhabitants. 
A  few  detached  and  solitary  plantations  scattered  at  long 
intervals  throughout  the  tract,  but  just  serve  to  interrupt 
the  silence,  and  relieve  the  gloom  which  reigns  over  the 
whole  region.  The  labourers  who  carry  on  this  cultiva- 
tion, are  generally  slaves  whose  masters  reside  either  on 


Buataod  Island,  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  or  on  flit 
island  at  the  mouth  of  the  Montserado.  Those  owners, 
finding  the  country  unoccupied,  select  such  tracts  as  art 
best  adapted  to  their  purposes,  and  cultivate  them  as  long 
as  suits  their  convenience,  without  thinking  about  any 
property  in  the  soil. 

The  country  to  which  I  beg  particularly,  to  direct  the  * 
attention  of  the  Board,  may  be  seen  (best  on  the  krgs 
plan)  to  commence  westwardly  at  the  Stockton  creek,— 
bounded  north  by  the  St.  Paul's,  south  by  4he  marshy 
mangrove  country,  skirting  the  Montserado^river ;  and 
stretching  eastwardly  to  an  indefinite  extent— Sir  milef 
above  the  Stockton,  and  on  the  St  Paul's,  is  a  oonsidtra* 
hie  town,  (King  Governor's;)  four  mileain  the  interior  of 
this,  is  another,  (BaKonka's;)  but  with  these  esceptkms, 
and  perhaps  100  acres  of  plantation-land  attached  to 
those  two  towns,  the  whole  tract,  comprehending  a  breadth 
of  one  to  three  leagues,  lying  along  the  whole  navigable 
part  of  the  St  Paul's,  which  I  estimate  at  20  miles,  is  near- 
ly unpeopled  and  unoccupied.  The  jurisdiction  is  claim* 
ed  by  old  King  Peter,  who  resides  on  Bushrod-laknd; 
and  of  this  whole  tract,  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform 
the  Board,  «  purchase  has  been  effected,  and  format 
possession  taken,  for  the  American  Colonization  Soci- 
ety.    The  deed  I  enclose. 

In  regard  to  the  sincerity  with. which  this  transaotion 
has  been  conducted  on  the  part  of  the  natives,  the  Board 
may  exercise  the  most  unqualified  confidence,  of  which 
a  negotiation  with  native  Africans,  admits.  Every  indi- 
vidual concerned  in  executing  the  deed,  has  been  long  and 
intimately  known  to  me — their  interests,  and  their  charac- 
ters, I  think  I  understand :  and  from  the  circumatance  of 
the  transaction,  I  feel  myself  fully  authorised  to  say,  that 
no  duplicity  can  have  found  its  way  into  it .  The,  object 
of  the  purchase  was  fully  .explained— -every  olyection  on 
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the  part  of  the  country  authorities  was  allowed  its  full 
weight — and  every  measure  taken,  not  so  much,  I  may 
say,  to  effect  the  purchase,  a*  to  secure  it  in  the  most  ef- 
fectual manner,  against  future  litigation  or  question.  The 
original  purchase  of  1820  had,  from  necessity,  perhaps, 
been  accomplished  without  such  explanations  as  gave  the 
tellers  any  just  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  transaction,  or  of 
the  consequences  likely  to  follow  it  Whatever  necessi- 
ty existed  for  suppressing  the  designs  connected  with  that 
purchase,  there  was  no  reason  for  adopting  a  similar  poli- 
cy in  die  late  negotiation :  and  every  thing  of  that  nature 
wffl  no  doubt  prove  as  impolitic  as  ungenerous,  in  all  our 
future  dealings  with  these  ignorant,  and  impoverished,  an4 
Nearly  annihilated  tribes* 

.  in  the  late  business,  I  told  them,  u  they  knew  I  had 
never  deceived,  or  injured  them  ;  or  even  treated  their  best 
interests,  with  indifference.  I  knew  they  considered  me 
as  their  ^friend,  and  my  heart  agreed  with  their  opinion, 
m  testifying  that  I  was  so.  I  had  been  long  in  their  coun- 
try-^and  for  the  same  reasons  which' forbade  me  to  be  the 
enemy  erf"  my  won  countrymen,  it  was  impossible  for  me 
to  be  theirs.  They  saw  me  spending  my  life  in  a  strange 
country,  in  order  to  do  black  men  good  ;  and  black  peo- 
ple were  all  brothers.  I  felt  much  the  same  for  all,  and 
knew  they  would  confide  in  me  ;  as  I  certainly  should  in 
£ny  deliberate  act  of  theirs.  **  It  was  at  this  moment  that 
I  became  more  fully  convinced  than  ever  before  of  the 
happy  effects  which  that  course  of  exact  justice,  which  I 
had  so  long  endeavoured  to  pursue,  could  produce  on  sav- 
age minds.  I  felt  that  our  policy  had  gained  a  moral  con- 
quest, and  that  was  the  moment  of  triumph.  They  re- 
ciprocated the  confidence  which  I  professed  to  repose  wi 
them  ;  and  as  the  Board  will  perceive  from  the  journal, 
yielded  with  little  hesitation  the  important  point  sought 
of  them.    I  am  thus  explicit  in  order  to  represent,  as  ex- 
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Actly  as  possible,  the  spirit  in  which  this  business  wtfft 
throughout  conducted.  The  whole  progress  of  the  treaty 
will  be  seeh  in  the  narrative  herewith  forwarded.  There 
remains  an  explanation  to  be  given  of  the  last  article  in 
the  instrument  of  ratification,  which  provides  for  the  ap- 
pointment, on  the  part  of  the  Colony,  of  a  man  of  distinc- 
tion taken  from  the  kings  of  the  country,  to  officiate  as 
patron  of  the  projected  settlement 

On  the  opposite  side  of  the  St  Paul's,  are  the  domains 
oT  King  Peter  Bromley,  by  far  the  ablest,  and  in  men  and 
influence,  decidedly  the  most  powerful  of  any,  if  not  all 
the  other  native  princes  of  the  Dey  country.  He  has  that 
authority  among  all  his  neighbours  which  decided  superi- 
ority in  point  of  talents,  never  fails  to  confer.  His  dic- 
tates have  the  force  of  law,  and  his  opinion  on  all  ques- 
tions of  general  concern  to  the  tribes,  is  commonly  deci- 
sive. He  was  formerly  20  years  attached  to  different 
American  and  English  Factories  on  the  Coast ;  and  is  ex* 
tremely  desirous  to  see  introduced  into  the  country,  the 
improvements  of  civilized  life ;  and  have  the  troublesome 
and  senseless  superstitions  and  usages  of  his  countrymen, 
excluded.  To  secure  Bromley's  patronage,*  is  to  secure 
the  safety  of  the  settlement  against  the  mischievous  dis- 
positions of  all  its  neighbours:  and,  on  the  other  hand,  to 
take  no  effectual  measures  to  bind  him  to  our  interest, 
would  be  to  leave  it  exposed  to  annoyance,  in  case  of  any 
interruption  of  their  friendly  relations  to  us,  both  from 
his  own,  and  every  other  contiguous  tribe.  I  soon  learnt 
in  conversation  with  him,  that  his  vanity  would  be  highly 
flattered  by  the  appointment ;  and  could  not  hesitate  as  to 
the  policy  of  conferring  it  It  has  accordingly  been  set- 
tled, that  "  Peter  Bromley  be  so  far  the  father  of  the  settle- 
ment, as  to  cause  all  depredations  committed  upon  the  pro* 
j>erty,— all  trespasses  on  the  inclosures — and  all  insults  and 
menaces  offered  tp  the  persons  and  peace  of  the  settlers,  on 
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the  part  of  the  natives,  to  be  enquired  into  and  punished  ; 
and  to  assist  the  agent  in  the  adjustment  of  all  external 
differences  between  the  St  Paul's  settlement  and  the  na- 
tives, whenever  his  intervention  shall  be  required."  For 
these  services  he  is  to  receive  a  small  compensation  pet 
annum,  which  is  not  to  be  subject  to  increase  or  dimi- 
nution ;  and  it  is  expressly  stipulated  that  he  is  to 
demand  no  presents,  and  claim  and  exercise  no  authority 
whatever,  over  any  of  the  internal  concerns  of  the  little 
Colony.  Whenever  he  pays  it  a  visit  he  is  to  be  honoured 
with  the  hoisting  of  a  pendant  on  the  flag-staff,  and  a  sin- 
gle discharge  of  the  swivel,  and  to  be  hospitably  received, 
but  is  never  to  demand  or  expect  any  thing  farther*  The 
experiment  of  this  contrivance  alone,  can  certainly  de- 
termine its  utility :  but  there  is  reason  to  indulge  the  best 
hopes  of  its  success.  At  worst,  if  found  not  beneficial, 
it  has  only  to  be  dropped. 

On  the  advantages  likely  to  flow  directly  from  this 
valuable  accession  of  territory,  it  would  be  easy,  by  loos- 
ening the  reins  of  the  imagination,  to  expatiate  large- 
ly. But  we  are  certainly  authorized  to  expect  from  it 
the  means  of  more  effectually  advancing  the  Colony  to 
what  it  ought  to  be,  than,  from  any,  perhaps  all  other 
events,  that  have  occurred  since  my  connexion  with  the 
concern*  Some  of  these  advantages  have  been  already 
Explained  in  this  paper.  Others  may  be  inferred.  And 
indulging  me  in  the  repetition  of  some  of  the  former,  the 
Board  are  at  liberty  to  regard  the  following  as  among  the 
most  prominent  and  certain : 

1st  It  entirely  obviates  in  the  case  of  all  the  farmers 
hereafter  to  settle  in  the  Colony,  the  serious  disadvan- 
tage, (next  to  ruinous,)  of  being  several  miles  separated 
in  their  residence,  from  their  plantations. 

£d.  It  gives  them,  instead  of  arduous  blufis,  and  a  stub- 
bom  soil,  which  after  severe  labour  would  be  fit  only  for 
coffee  plantations,  and  one  or  two  other  productions,  a  pli- 
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aide  and  fertile  scat  in  a  champaign  country,  easily  clear- 
ed, and  entirely  adapted  to  erery  specie*  of  tropical  cui-        j 
ture.  i 

3d.  It  places  such  settlers  in  a  situation  to  matte  pro- 
visions sufficient  to  subetst  themselves  and  their  families 
in  from  nine  to  twelve  month*  after  their  arrival  in  At 
country  ; — whereas,  without  it,  the  experiment  has  prov- 
ed, that  two  or  three  years  are  not  sufficient  to  enable 
them  to  attain  the  same  end. 

4th.  It  will  enable  the  Society  to  dispone  of  ten  thou* 
sand  settlers  in  a  compass  of  ton  miles  from  town  ;  but 
without  it  two  thousand  could  scarcely  be  situated  within 
20  miles.  By  an  inspection  of  the  map,  it  may  be  seen 
that  the  settlement  is  susceptible  of  an  extension  of  £9 
miles  from  Monrovia,  without  leaving  the  St  Paul's  or 
big  eastern  branch  tff  the  Montseradq,  distant  more  than 
three  miles.  By  these  waters,  the  boat  navigation  is  free 
and  direct  to  town — thus-  affording  to  the  settlements  ex- 
tended on  this  tract,  advantages  for  communicating  with 
the  cape,  which  none  formed  on  the  Mamba  Tongue,  or 
M  ont&rado  Territory,  could  ever  enjoy. 

5th.  This  acquisition  of  territory  will  secure  to  the 
Colony,  in  a  very  short  time,  the  entire  command  of  the 
St  Paul's ;  and  with  it,  the  trade  of  that  river  which  is  al- 
ready valuable,  and  taay  be  rendered  much  more  so  ;  and 
will  break  up  the  slave-traffic  which  still  continues*  to  he 
carried  on  with  foreigners/  by  that  channel 

6th.  The  country  on  the  St  Paul's  being  much  more  sa- 
lubrious than  the  Montserado,  future  emigrants  will  sufler 
less  in  their  health.  Even  at  the  present  time  our  inva- 
lids have  a  practice  of  repairing  to  some  town  on  that  ri- 
ver, and  have  never  failed  to  derive  benefit  from  the  change. 

♦ 

*  At  this  moment,  I  observe  from  my  windov,  three  French  and  Span- 
is}!  schooners  lying  off  the  mouth  of  the  St  Pauls'  Hirer,  awaiting  their 
cargoes. 


49i 

7th.  As  an  inference  from  the  foregoing,  view  of  the  ad- 
vantages resulting  from  this  extension  of  territory,  the 
Board  are  authorized,  finally,  to  expect  the  accomplishment 
of  their  hopes,  in  the  future  rapid  advancement  of  the  Co- 
lony. Nothing  but  mismanagement  on  the  part  of  your 
agents  in  this  country,  can,  if  their  zeal  is  sustained  by 
the  Society  at  home,  be  supposed  capable  of  long  deferring 
the  period,  when  the  surplus  produce  of  the  Colony  will 
supply  the  consumption  by  new  emigrants,  during  the  un- 
productive period  of  their  residence*  /The  inviting  quali- 
ty of  the  soil,  and  charming  situation  of  the  country  on  the 
St.  Paul's,  will  inevitably  engage  thousands  in  agriculture, 
who,  if  confined  to  the  cape,  would  depend,  with  some 
semblance  of  a  pretext,  on  the  precarious  profits  of  trade, 
till  their  habits  would  become  incurably  irregular,  and  their 
future  prospects,  ruined.  Agriculture,  I  venture  to  pre- 
diet,  will,  at  no  distant  time,  become  as  creditable  and 
'prosperous,  as  it  is  now  neglected  ;  and  the  St  Paul's,  in- 
stead of  the'  Montserado,  the  centre  of  population  and 
wealth  to  the  Colony  of  Liberia. 

J,  ASHMUN. 

Note  C. 

The  United  States'  Agent  in  Liberia,  has  done  his  ut- 
most, to  improve  the  intellectual  and  moral  character  of 
the  re-captured  Africans,  placed  under  his  controul.  Se- 
parate buildings  have  been  erected  for  them,  and  a  school 
established  at  $  little  distance  from  the  principal  settlement, 
tnd  a  superintendent  has  been  appointed  to  reside  with 
them,  to  afford  them  instruction,  both  in  letters  and  agri- 
culture. They  have  exhibited  both  docility  and  industry, 
and  are  advancing  with  great  success-,  in  the  improvement 
of  the  plantation  assigned  to  them.  The  following  is  an 
extract  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on 
this  subject: 
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"  Due  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  Agency,  for  re- 
captured Africans,  and  vessels,  from  time  to  time  sent  to 
it,  and  to  accomplish  the  objects  of  the  laws,  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slave-trade.  No  information  has  been  re- 
ceived of  our  flag  being  used  in  that  trade,  although  it  con- 
tinues to  exist ;  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  some  of  our  ci- 
tizens are  engaged  in  it.  The  situation  of  the  Agency  has 
not  been  materially  changed  since  the  last  communication 
respecting  it  The  expenditures  during  the  year,  so  far 
as  yet  known,  are  $-12,900  31  cts.  and  it  will  be  necessa- 
ry to  make  an  additional  appropriation  for  its  support,  ia 
the  course  of  the  present  session.  The  number  of  Afri- 
cans sent  to  it,  will  be  greatly  increased  in  the  next  three 
or  four  months.  A  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  the 
ease  of  the  General  Ramirez,  placed  un^er  the  controul  of 
the  government  from  125  to  130,  who  were  brought  into 
Georgia ;  and  arrangements  are  making  to  send  them  to  the 
Agency*" 

Note  D. 

The  Editor  of  the  Royal  Gazette,  published  at  Sierra 
Leone,  under  date  of  the  2d  of  April,  1825,  states,  "that 
he  is  credibly  informed,  that  three  vessels  under  Ameri- 
can colours  are,  at  this  moment,  upon  the  coast,  for  slaves: 
one  of  them  the  Baltimore  built  Schooner  General  Win- 
der, Hill,  master,  last  from  St  Thomas,  carries  10  guns, 
and  a  numerous  crew  ;  all  of  whom  with  the  master,  are 
eitizens  of  the  United  States.  This  vessel  and  another, 
have  their  cargoes  on  shore  at  the  Gallinas  and  Cape  Mount, 
the  remaining  one  at  the  bar." 

In  the  same  paper,  of  the  ninth  of  July,  we  have  an  ac- 
count of  the  condemnation  of  the  Schooner  Bey,  sailing 
under  Dutch  colours,  the  "  crew  of  which  were  all  Ame- 
ricans, and  the  schooner  itself,  a  Virginia  pilot  boat  built 
at  Baltimore."  The  Editor  of  this  Gazette  asserts  also, 
that  by  an  arrival  at  Sierra  Leone,  in  the  month  of  Feb-; 
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kuary,  from  St  Thomas,  he  learnt,  that  20  sail  of  vessels 
at  that  place,  were  preparing  to  engage  in  this  nefarious 
traffic :  a  great  number  of  them  American,  under  Dutch 
colours. 

Other  facts  than  the  above,  of  a  similar  character,  might 
be  adduced.  We  have  reason  to  believe,  that  negroes 
from  Africa  are  still  introduced  into  the  United  States. 
Wq  hope  the  officers  of  our  government  will  become  more 
vigilant,  to  prevent  such  violation  of  our  laws,  and  such 
disgrace  tp  our  country. 

Note  E. 

In  no  one  year  since  the  origin  of  the  Colonization  So- 
ciety, have  its  friends  multiplied  so  rapidly,  as  during  that 
just  past.  The  merits  of  the  Institution  have  been  discuss- 
ed in  various  newspapers ;  and  several  very  distinguished 
individuals  have  exerted  their  talents  in  its  defence.  Ma- 
ny Auxiliary  Societies  have  been  formed  in  Virginia,  and 
it  is  believed,  one  may  be  established  with  little  difficulty 
in  each  county  of  the  State.  The  Friends,  a  numerous  and 
.  respectable  body  of  Christians  in  North  Carolina,  have  gi- 
ven their  decided  approbation  to  our  cause.  The  Roman 
Catholics  of  Maryland  are  also  ready  to  contribute  to  it 
their  aid.  Indeed,  the  interest  in  its  favour,  throughout 
the  nation,  is  becoming  daily  more  deep,  extensive,  and  ac- 
tive. 

Note  F. 

The  liberality  of  the  citizens  of  Boston,  on  the  occasion, 
of  the  departure  of  the  Brig  Vine  for  the  African  Colony, 
was  remarkable.    The  following  account  of  proceedings 

in  reference  to  this  expedition,  will  be  perused  with  plea- 
sure: 

Emigrants  to  Liberia — Boston  Liberality.—- 
Some  remarks  having  been  made  at  the  monthly  concert, 
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'says  the  Boston  Recorder  and  Telegraph,  relative  to  tfefc 
Colony  in  Africa,  and  particularly  "the  importance  «f  its 
being  furnished  with  a  Printing  Establishment,  it  was  re- 
quested, at  the  close  of  the  meeting,  that  those  gentlemen 
who  felt  particularly  interested  in  the  object,  would  remain 
after  the  rest  of  the  assembly  had  retired.  Several  per- 
sons accordingly  remained ;  and  after  consulting  on  the 
subject,  tjll  they  became  satisfied  that  the  measure  was  ex- 
pedient, commenced  a  subscription  for  the  purpose,  which 
shortly  amounted  to  $  471,  besides  a  font  of  valuable  type 
worth  $  110  96.  Ten  dollars  were  added  on  the  follow- 
ing morning.  Total,  #591  96.  After  the  subscription 
on  Monday  evening,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  apply 
the  same  to  the  purpose  intended,  in  the  manner  they 
might  deem  expedient ;  and  in  fulfilment  of  this  trust,  they 
procured,  including  that  above  mentioned,  a  font  of  great 
primer,  a  font  of  pica,  and  a  font  of  brevier  ;  also  paper  to 
the  value  of  120  dollars,  ink  35  dollars  and  42  cepts,  a  va- 
riety of  office  furniture,  and  every  thing-else  necessary  to 
form  an  establishment  for  printing  either  a  newspaper  or 
boolgs,  with  the  exception  of  a  press,  which  had  been  pre* 
viously  given  by  a  gentleman  of  this  city. 

They  also  engaged  a  printer,  Mr.  Charles  JL  Force, 
to  whom  they  advanced  a  salary  of  416  dollars  for  the  first 
year.  These  liberal  provisions  have  more  than  exhausted 
the  subscription  of  Monday  evening,  by  the  sum  of  240 
dollars  and  30  cents,  which  is  yet  to  be  made  up.  There 
were  also  put  on  board,  by  the  liberality  of  our  citizens, 
a  good  bell  for  the  Academy  about  to  be  established  in  the 
Colony,  worth  50  dollars — 2  setts  of  patent  scales,  92  dol- 
lars—2  setts  of  blacksmith's  tools,  125  dollars — a  pair  of 
globes,  20  dollars — agricultural  implements,  nails,  and  a 
great  quantity  of  clothing,  provisions  and  books.  The 
vessel  sailed  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  with  a  fine  breeze. 
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LIST  OF  SOCIETIES 

J&uociKary  to  the  JSmerican  Colonization  Society. 


MARYLAND  AUXILIARY  SOCIETY, 

(established  in  Baltimore.) 
Col.  John  Eager  Howard,  President. 

Vice  President. 
Hon.  Chief  Justice  Bruce. 
LakeTidrnan,  Treasurer.  Edward  J.  Coale,  Secretary, 


NEW  YORK  AUXILIARY  SOCIETY. 
CoL  Henry  Rutgers,  President. 

Vict  Presidents. 

Col.  William  Few,  I     Rev.  Philip  Milledoler,  D.  D. 

Re?.  Alexander  M'Leod,  D.  D.     { 

Mr.  Crore  Wright,  Treasurer. 

John  B.  Beck,  M.  D.  Boarding  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  ANNAPOLIS. 
J.  T,  Chase,  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 


1st,  Wffllam  Kilty, 

2d,  Thomas  Blaekistone, 

3d,  William  Spencer, 

4th,  .Peter  Emmerson, 

5th,  C.  Dorsey, 

6th,  Dr.  Thomas  Johnson, 

7th,  William  Haywatd, 

8th,  James  Murray, 

9th,  Benjamin  W.  Lecompte, 

10th,  John  Moffat, 

A.  C.  Magruder,  Secretary.  Jonathan  Pinkney,  Treasurer. 


11th,  Win.  D.  Digges, 
12th,  Wm.  R.  Stuart, 
13th,  Ephraim  K.  Wilson, 
14th,  R.  B.  Taney, 
15th,  Charles  S.  SewaD, 
16th,  William  Hugnlett, 
17th,  Thomas  Kennedy, 
18th,  George  C.  Washington, 
19th,  James  TidbalL 


John  Bfewer,  Bscorder. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  FREDERICK  COUNTY,  VA. 

Nathaniel  Burwell,  President, 

6bed  Waite,  Treasurer.  Augustine  C.  Smith,  Setretary. 
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AUTILIABY  SOCIETY  OF  MONTGOMERY  COUNTY,  MB, 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  HARPER'S  FERRY,  V A. 

John  Stubblefield,  President. 

Vice  Presidents, 

William  M'Guire,  |  Edward  Wager, 

Armistead  Beckham,  |  Roger  Humphreys. 

Jacob  Wark,  Treasurer.  John  P.  M'Guire,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  LOUDON  COUNTY,  VA. 

James  Monroe*  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 

Sydney  Baily, 
Johnson  CleavelandY 
Burr  Powell, 


Samuel  Murray, 
Ludwell  Lee, 
Israel  janney, 
James  Moore, 
Mahlon  Taylor, 
Samuel  Nichols, 
Isaac  Brown, 

B.  D.  Henderson,  Treasurer.  Richard  H.  Lee,  Secretary. 


James  Heaton, 
William  Elzey, 
William  Noland. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  CHARLESTO WN,  JEFFERSON 

COUNTY,  VA. 

Dr.  Samuel  L  Gramer,  President 

Vice  Presidents* 

Bushrod  C.  Washington,  I  John  T.  A.  Washington, 

Adam  Weaver,  I  George  W.  Humphreys, 

Henry  S.  Turner,  '  Nathaniel  CraighUL 

Bobt  Washington,  Treasurer,  John  Marshall,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  SHEPHERDS  TOWN,  VA* 

James  S.  Lane,  President. 

John  Baker,  Vice  President* 

John  Cookus,  Treasurer.  Reo.  C.  P.  Kranth,  Searetary. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  ROCKINGHAM  COUNTY,  VA. 

Hon.  Daniel  Smith,  President. 

Viet  Presidents. 

Dr.  Peachy  Harrison,  I  Rev.  Daniel  Baker, 

Major  John  Kenney,  |  Col.  Samuel  H.  Lewis. 

David  Steele,  Treasurer.  Dr.  Peachy  Harrison,  \  JjWrfflWa. 

James  Bush,  >  a"pwnw" 
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AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  YORK,  PBNN, 

Jacob  Barnitz,  President. 

Vice  Presidents 
George  Barnitz,  |  Jacob  Eichelbergtr. 

John  Schmidt,  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  IN  NEW  LONDON,  VA. 

Rev.  John  Early,  President. 

Vtce  Presidents. 
James  Stephen,  Sen.       |    '  Col.  John  Wall. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  PRINCE  GEORGE  COUNTY,  MD, 

John  Johnson,  President. 

James  R.  Montgomery,     |      Doctor  Joseph  Kent 
T.  Tykr,  Treasurer.  Edward  Harwood,  Secretary,, 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  GREENBOROUGH,  N.  a 

George  Swain,  President* 

Fide  Presidents. 

David  Worth,         |       Jonathan  Hadley, 
,    Jacob  Hubbard,       |        Abel  Coffin. 

James  Johnson,  Treasurer.  John  M.  Dick,  Secretary* 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  CHAPEL  HILfc. 

Rev.  Joseph  Caldwell,  D.  D.  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 

Major  P.  Henderson         Wm.  McCawley         Robert  R.  King. 

Thomas  H.  Taylor,  Treasurer.  William  Hooker,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  FAYETTEVILLE,  N.  C. 

JohnWenslow,  President. 

Duncan  M'Levan,  Vice  President. 

James  Cameron,  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY,  TROY. 
CoL  William  Pawling,  President.      J       OrviUe  L.  HoDy,  Secretary. 
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AUXILIARY  80CIETY  Of  RALEIGH,  K.  G. 

John  Branch,  Esq.  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 

CeJ.  WiQiaai  Polk,         |    Hon.  Leonard  Henderson, 
Hon.  John  L.  Taylor,      |    Archibald  Henderson,  Esq. 

Daniel  Dnpree,  Treasurer.  Joseph  Galea,  SetreUry. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  MELLEDOEVTLLE,  GEO. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  PUTNAM  COUNTY,  GEO. 

Hon.  C.  B.  Strong,  President. 

J.  A.  Cuthbert,  Vict  President. 

John  Hudson,  Treasurer.  Wb\  Ynmcr,  Assranvy. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  MAYSVILLE,  KY. 

Ber.  Wn,  Grinsted,  President 

Vict  President*. 

George  Corcorin,  |  Lawrence  CahiH. 

Plato  Stout,  Corresponding  Secretary* 

Emus  Duncan,  Jr»  Recording  Secretary, 

Richard  Dement,  Treasurer. 


UNION  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY,  WILMINGTON,  DEL 

Rev.  R.  Willtston,  President. 

Col.  Allen  M<Lane,  1st  Vice  President. 

David  C.  Wilson,  Esq.  %t  Vice  President 

Rev.  E.  W.  Gilbert,  Secretary. 

Mr.  Samuel  8anpington,  Treasurer. 

Managers. 


John  R.  Brinckle, 
John  Patterson, 
Robert  Porter, 


Joseph  Scott, 
R.  8.  Henderson, 
George  Jones. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  PETERSBURG,  VA. 

Dr.  R.  Feild,  President. 

Rev.  And.  Syme,  1st  Vice  President. 

John  F.  May,  2d  Vice  President.^ 

G.  P.  Disesway,  Treasurer. 

Wra.  M.  Atkinson,  Secretary. 
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James  Hunnkut*  Dinwkkfitj 

Pre.  6.  Yancey, 

Minton  Thrift, 

W.  H.  jttac&rland, 

Thos.  Shore* 

Benj.  Rice, 

A*  B.  Spooner, 


Thos.  Young 

Dr  J.  C.  Pegram,  Dinwiddle, 

Edward  Peecud, 

William  Clarke, 

Thos.  Robinson, 

John  Taliaferro* 
Hugh  Nelson, 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  RICHMOND.  VA. 

Chief  Junto  John  Marshall,  PrmdmU 

Fux  PrttidmU* 
James  Pleasants,  Jr.        |        John  Tyler. 
Benjamin  Brand,  Treasurer.  Thomas  Howard, 


Wm.  H.  FhzwhylsoD, 
Root  G.Scott, 
John  Rutherford^ 
HallNeilson, 
James  Blair^ 
Wm.  Crane, 


Willis  Co  wKng. 
James  E.  Heath, 
William  Barrett, 
Young  Pankey, 
Charles  J.  Nicholas, 
David  J.  Burr. 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY,  NORFOLK,  VA. 

James  Nimmo,  PruUknt, 

ftctPrtmdmU. 
8eth  Foster,  |  Rich'd  E.  Parker. 

John  M'Phail,  Trtommtt.  Wm,  Maxwell,  Shcrdm* 


Be  V.Noah  Davis, 

—  Henry  W.  Ducachet, 
-i—  John  French, 

—  Richard  L.  Green, 

—  Shepard  K.  Kollock, 
Thomas  G.  Broughton, 
Jpnathan  Cowdery, 
Daniel  O.  Fisk, 


Alexander  Gah, 
.T       niah  Hendren, 
irt  C.  Jennings, 
lilton  Shields, 
^uert  Soutter, 
Robert  B.  Starke, 
Henry  Woodis. 


AUXILIARY  COLONISATION  SOCIETY  OF  THE  STATE  OF 

VERMONT. 

Hon.  Elijah  Paine,  President. 

Vice  Prt&dtnts* 
His  Ex*.  C.  P.  Van  Ness.     |     His  Hon.  Aaron  Lefctnd. 
8 
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Hev.  Almon  Dunbar, 
Hon.  Ezra  Butler, 
Hon.  Seth  Wetmore, 
Bev.  John  Wheeler, 
Hon.  Martin  Chittenden, 
Hon.  Israel  P.  Dana, 

Hev.  Chester  Wright,  Secretory. 

Hon.  Jeduthun  Loomis,  Treasurer. 

Hon.  Joseph  Howes,  Auditor. 


BeV.  James  Hobart, 
Hon.  D.  Azro  A.  Back, 
Rev.  Amariah  Chandler, 
Samuel  Clark,  Esq. 
Hon.  Phineas  Whke, 
Rev.  Willbur  Fisk. 


ALBANY  AUXILIARY  SOCIETY,  N.  Y. 

Harmannus  Bleecker,  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 

John  Lansing,  Jun.  |  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer. 

Ebenezer  F.  Backus,  Treasurer.  Benjamin  F,  Butler,  Secretary. 


HUDSON  AUXILIARY  SOCIETY,  N.  Y. 

Hon.  Rufus  Reed,  President, 

Pice  Presidents. 

Rev.  Cyrus  Stebbins,  |  Doctor  Samuel  White. 

Rev.  Howard  Malcom,  Secretary.  John  Bowers,  Esq.  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  80C1ETY  OF  DUTCHESS 

COUNTY,  N.  Y. 
Phik)  Buggies,  Esq.  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 

George  Bloom,  |  Abraham  G.  Storm, 

John  JL  Fonda,  |  Henry  Conklin. 

John  V.  B.  Yarick,  Cor.  Sctfry.       Matthew  Yaasar,  Mee,  8et?ry. 

Alfred  Raymond,  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY,  WATERFORD. 
Samuel  Stuart,  President.  |       Rev.  H.  W.  Dwigfat,  Secretary: 


NASSAU  AND  SCHODIC  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

-  Warner,  Esq.  President.     |     Samuel  B.  Ludlow,  esq.  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY,  CATSKHX. 
Orin  Day,  President.  |  Robert  Dorian,  Secretary. 
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AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY/  HILLSDALE 

Adonijah  Bidweli,  Esq.  President. 
Rev,' Hem?  Truesdell,  Secretory. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  FREDERICK  COUNTY,  MARYLAND. 

John  Grahame,  President. 
Vice  Presidents. 


Rev.  David  F.  Sohaeffer, 
Henry  Willis, 
Ignatius  Davis, 
Wm.  Morsell, 
John  Cole, 

Henry  Doyle,  Treasurer.  Lewis  Medtart,  Secretory. 


John  Dodders*  . 
James  Terrance, 
Lewis  Motter, 
Andrew  Shriver. 


WILMINGTON  FEMALE  AUXILIARY  SOCIETY,  DEL. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Montgomery,  First  Directress. 

Mrs.  A.  M.  McMullin,  |  Mrs.  Lydia  M.  Gilbert 

Miss  A.  H.  Danagfa,  Secretory.  Miss  Sarah  Black,  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  QUEEN  ANN'S  COUNTY,  MD. 

Richard  T.  Earie,  President. 
Viae  Presidents. 


Wm.  CannichaeJ,  Esq. 
John  P.  Pacha, 
Wm.  Hemsley, 
Dr.  John  Davidge  Emory,  Sec*ry.     Philemon  B.  Hopper,  Treasurer. 


John  Ingham,  k 
George  Kndley. 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY  OP  KENT  COUNTY, 

MARYLAND. 

Wm.  Barrell,  Esq.  President. 

Ptee  Presidents. 

James  Bowers,  I        Edward  Anderson,  Esq. 

C.  F.  Chambers,  I         U.  Anger,  Esq. 

Thomas  Worrell,  Esq.  I        Rev.  William  JacVson. 

J.  B.  Rccleston,  Secretary.  R.  RingokJ,  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY  OF   DORCHESTER 

COUNTY,  MARYLAND. 

Joseph  E.  Muse,  President, 

Charles  Goldsborougb,  Esq.  Pice  President 

James  Chaplaine,  Esq.  Treasurer.  James  Bryan,  Esq.  Secretary. 


foaaph  Preti»j»  E»q«  iWrfrrf 

Fto  Jtatubntf. 

Rer.  Jacob  <Keeting,  f  Rer.  Robert  Ck% 

a^  Jonah  Btddksk,  J  Capt  Mills  Riddick. 

John  T.  Kilby,  8ecrxtary.  Arthur  South,  Haanw. 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  HERTFORD  COUNTY,  N .  C. 

(Business  transacted  at  Murfteeaborough.) 

Vacant,  president. 

Vict  President*. 

Rafr.ttaifeltoutaan,  |  Sector  Isaac  *ipfcfo. 

Her.  Jamea  Douglas**  dbcntftwy,  James  Wells,  7V«aawrir. 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  I3LJS  0?  WIGHT  COUNTY,  VA. 
(9*pinesf  tranaactp  d  at  Smithfield.) 
Doctor  Rpbext  Butler,  President. 
Doctor  George  Wilson,  Id  Vice  President. 
Major  Andrew  Woodley,  2d        do* 
fiojonel  Wiuja  9.  Wogdley,  Secretary. 
John  Wombte,  Ztot*)sjr. 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  HAMPTON,  VA. 

IT  w  r 

Rev.  John  8.  Weatwood,  Presidtnf. 

Luther  H.  Reed,  2of  <fo. 

Samuel  Watts,  Senior,  3aT  do. 

Wflfiam  J.  Simpkins,  Secretary. 
Westwood  g.  Armisteao,  Esq.  Tremurer. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  SUSSEX  COUNTY,  VA. 
^Business  transacted  at  Sussex  Court  House.  J. 
John  Carpi],  Esq.  Preside*. 
Major  William  Parham,  Ftce  FrwiaV* 
Colonel  George  Blow,  Secretary, 
William  Parham,  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  ALBEMARLE  COUNTY,  VA. 

General  J.  H.  Cocke,  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 

C.  Ri?  ea,  J.  H.  Terrell,         Thomaa  W.  Gilmer. 

Joua.  B.  Carr,  Tremurer. 
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auxiliary  society  oar  king  william  county,  va. 

John  Roane,  Esq.  Pntident. 

Viet  PrpidenU. 

Rev.  Robert  Supple,     |       Rev.  And.  Broaddren. 

Doct,  Wm.  Gwathmey,  Tnatunr. 

Christopher  W.  Taliaferro,  Seortary. 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  KANHAWA  COUNTY,  TA. 

Philip  P.  Thompson,  Esq.  Jrwdsnt 

Via*  trends***. 

Hon.  Lewis  Summers,  |  John  L.  Fry. 

Joseph  LoveB,  Esq.  .fWssurer.        pdward  3.  Eddy*  Esq.  tkrttmy. 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY,  AUGUSTA  CO.  VA- 

Bar.  Dr.  Conrad  9peece,  PrmdenL 

Viet  Prpidmt*. 
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FsBftUABT  20,    1836. 

The  following  article  has  just  appeared  in  the  Nor- 
folk Beacon,  which  will,  we  have  no  doubt,  be  par- 
ticularly gratifying  to  our  friends  : 

The  ship  Indian  ChiesYOaptam  Coohnn,  chartered  by  the  Ameri- 
can Colonization  Society,  sailed  from  this  port  on  Wednesday  last, 
the  15th  inst  for  the  Society's  settlement  at  Cape  II ontserado,  on 
the  Cosst  of  Africa.  She  takes  out  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  fee 
people  of  colour,  with  supplies  for  the  Colony,  the  frames  of  five 
large  buildings  which  the  government  intend  to  provide  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  a  number  of  captured  Africans  who  will  be  sent  out 
hereafter  in  another  vessel,  the  frames  of  two  long  boats  for  the  trade 
of  the  rivers,  and  other  things.  She  takes  out  also,  Da.  Piaco,  a 
surgeon  of  the  navy,  a  gentleman  of  professional  skill,  who  will  act 
in  the  double  character  of  an  agent  of  the  government,  and  a  phy- 
sician to  the  people. 

The  emigrants,  we  understand,'  are  chiefly  from  the  counties  of 
Perquimans,  Pasquotank,  and  Chowan,  in  our  neighbor  state  of 
North  Carolina.  About  fifty  of  them  are  sent  out,  decently  furnish* 
ed  for  the  voyage,  by  the  friends  under  whose  care  they  have  here- 
tofore been  living.  Eleven  are  the  freedmen  of  the  Rev.  John  D. 
Faxton,  of  Prince  Edward  county,  in  this  state,  given  over  to  the  So- 
ciety to  transport  them ;  one  the  donation  in  like  manner  of  Dr. 
Webb,  of  the  Great-Bridge,  near  this  place,  and  one  of  the  Rev. 
Cave  Jones,  of  New  York.  They  go  out  for  the  most  part  in  fami- 
lies, and  are  of  all  ages,  but  chiefly  young  men  and  women,  boys  arid 
girls,  with  a  few  old  persons  and  young  infants.  Among  the  men  are 
some  good  mechanics  ;  but  the  greater  part  of  them  have  been  used 
to  handle  the  plough  and  hoe.  Wijji  the  industrious  habits  which 
we  understand  they  have  manifested,  we  have  no  doubt  they  will  do 
well  in  their  new  country. 

We  owe  it,  we  think,  to  these  emigrants  to  state,  that  during  the 
three  or  four  months  that  they  have  been  detained  (the  greater  part 
of  them)  in  this  place,  waiting  for  the  vessel  ur  which  they  were  to 
embark,  they  have,  with  hardly  a  single  exception,  displayed  a  de- 
gree of  patience,  humility,  and  good  order,  that  entitles  them  to  our 
warmest  praise.  And  nothing  indeed,  can  more  strongly  evince  their 
affection  for  this  enterprise  than  the  plain  fact,  that  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  discouragement  in  which  they  were  placed,  and  assail- 
ed as  they  were,  in  some  instances,  with  artful  temptations,  not  one 
of  them  was  found  to  flinch  from  sailing. 
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We  are  gratified  also  to  record  in  this  place,  that  the  citizens  of 
our  borough  have  shown  their  usual  kindness  and  charily  to  the  emi- 
grants. Our  community  indeed  is  too  small  to  favor  that  sort  of  be- 
nevolent excitement  which  we  observe  was  displayed  in  Boston  on 
the  sailing  of  the  Vine ;  nor  would  it  be  altogether  wise  perhaps  to 
make  any  public  parade  of  our  feelings,  in  our  southern  cities,  on 
such  occasions.  We  are  glad,  however,  to  be  able  to  state,  that  we 
did  not  send  these  people  away  from  our  shores  without  some  proofs 
of  that  sympathy  which  it  surely  became  us  to  feeL 

In  this  view,  we  are  happy  to  state  that  our  citizens,  and  some  in- 
dividuals of  Saithneld  and  Suffolk,  gave  them  liberal  donations  of 
clothes  and  tanning  utensils,  and  other  things  of  which  they  were 
in  want  And  we  are  particularly  gratified  to  add,  that  on  the  day 
before  her  sailing,  the  reverend  gentlemen  of  the  clergy,  of  differ- 
ent denominations,  went  on  board  the  ship,  then  dropped  down  be- 
low the  forts,  with  a  few  gentlemen  and  ladies,  friends  of  die  Socie- 
ty, in  company,  to  see  the  emigrants,  and  give  them  a  parting  prayer. 
We  understand,  from  one  who  was  present,  that  the  services,  on  the 
occasion,  aided,  no  doubt,  by  the  interest  of  the  scene,  were  very  so- 
lemn and  impressive.  It  was  impossible,  indeed,  we  can  easily  con- 
ceive, to  see  such  a  group  of  human  beings,  embracing  all  the  reb- 
tiens  and  charities  of  lire,  fathers,  mothers,  husbands,  wives,  bro- 
thers and  sisters,  all  about  to  sail  from  our  shores  forever,  and  under 
such  peculiar  circumstances,  without  feeling  the  deepest  sympathy 
in  their  situation,  and  the  most  lively  interest  in  all  their  future  fates. 

We  must  take  this  occasion  to  say  again,  that  we  do  most  cordi- 
ally approve  of  this  plan  of  the  Society.  We  are  no  enthusiasts,  in- 
deed, (as  we  perceive  it  is  the  pleasure  of  some  to  call  the  friends  of 
the  cause,)  but,  with  the  evidence,  daily  increasing,  which  we  have 
before  us,  of  the  perfect  practicableness  of  colonizing  these  people  in 
the  land  of  their  fathers,  of  thebown  ardor  in  the  undertaking,  and  of 
the  happy  effects  which  may  be  fairly  expected  to  flow  from  its 
achievement,  we  should  look  upon  ourselves  as  exposed  to  a  suV 
more  serious  charge  than  that  of  a  want  of  sober  sense— a.  want  of 
common  humanity— if  we  did  not  feel  and  avow  our  hearty  interest 
in  its  success.  Let  our  Colonization  Societies,  and  their  friends,  con- 
tinue to  pursue  their  great  object,  with  that  moderation  and  pru- 
dence which  the  nature  of  their  engagement  so  forcibly  suggests, 
and  they  cannot  fail,  we  should  think,  to  enlist  all  hearts  and  handi 
in  their  cause. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


or  THE 


AMERICAN  COLONIZATION  SOCIETF, 


AT  THEIR 


TENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 


The  adjourned  Annual  Meeting  of  this  Society,  was  held  in 
the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  Saturday  evening, 
the  20th  inst.  when  the  Hon,  Henry  Clay,  one  of  the  Vice  Presi* 
4ents  of  the  Society,  took  the  chair. 

A  letter  from  the  President  of  the  Society,  Judge  Washing* 
ton,  was  read,  expressing  regret,  that  indisposition  prevented 
bis  attendance.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Laurie  then  opened  the  meeting 
with  prayer. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Gur&ey  announced  as  present  the  following 
delegates: 

Hon.  Sf  Pell,  from  the  Auxiliary  State  Society,  New-Hamp 
ehire. 

Hon.  Horatio  Seymour,}^  Vermont. 
Jfon.  John  Mattocks,     .} 

Hon.  Samuel  Lathrqp,  Hampton  County,  Mass, 

Hon.  J.  Woods,  Butler  County,  Ohio. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Wright,  Steubenville  do.  Ohio. 

fjon.  Joseph  Johnson,  Wheeling  do.  Virginia* 


Hon.  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Trumbull  and  Portage  Co.  Glut. 

Hon.  W.  M'Lean,  Piqua  and  Troy  Counties,  Ohio. 

Hon.  John  Wurts,  Auxiliary  C.  8.  of  Pennsylvania* 

Hon.  J.  Lawrence,  Washington  County,  Pennsylvania* 

Hon.  J.  S.  Stevenson,  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Clay  then  resigned  the  Chair  to  the  Hon*  R.  Rush. 
another  of  the  Vice  Presidents  of  the  Society. 

The  following  resolutions,  submitted  at  the  meeting  on  the  15th 
inst.  and  which  were  adopted  on  that  occasion,  were  read: 

By  Hon.  S.  Van  Rensselaer, 

"Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  given  to  the 
Board  of  Managers,  for  their  unremitted  attention  to  its  object 
during  the  year,  and  for  the  Report  just  read,  and  that  they  be 
requested  to  print  the  same." 

By  Hon.  Mr.  Weems: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  presented  to  the 
various  Auxiliary  Associations,  who*  during  the  last  year,  have 
given  their  aid  to  its  objects,  and  that  they  be  respectfully  and 
earnestly  invited  to  co-operate  still  further,  in  accomplishing  the 
design  of  the  Institution." 

The  following  resolution  offered  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Powell,  of 
Virginia,  at  the  meeting  on  Saturday,  the  ISthinst.  was  then  con- 
sidered and  adopted : 

[When  offering  this  resolution,  Mr.  Powell  had  borne  testimo- 
ny to  a  great  change  in  his  opinion  of  the  Society.  He  said  he 
had  at  first  looked  upon  it  as  calculated  to  produce  evil  instead  of 
good.  He  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  explain  the  manner  im 
wjiich  the  change  had  been  effected;  but  he  now  felt  convinced 
{hat  this  Society  promised  to  be  the  instrument  of  great  and  ben- 
eficial  results.] 

"Resolved,  That  this  Society  has  viewed  with  pleasure  the 
formation  of  Auxiliary  State  Societies  in  several  of  the  States  of 
this  Union,  with  subordinate  Associations  in  the  Counties  of  those 
States,  and  express  the  hope  that  a  similar  system  may  be  adopt- 
ed, as  far  as  practicable,  in  all  the  States." 

On  motion  of  die  Hon.  Mr.  Lawrence,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  'Society  be  presented  to  the 
Rev.  Clergy,  of  all  denominations,  for  the  warm  interest  evinced 
on  their  part  in  the  objects  it  has  in  view,  and  that  they  be  res- 
pectfully and  earnestly  requested  to  take  up  collections  for  its  aid, 
on  the  next  Anniversary  of  our  National  Independence- 


Rev.  Wm.  Hawley,  Grand  Chaplain  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  thfe 
District  of  Columbia,  submitted  the  following  preamble  and  reso- 
lution : 

Whereas,  some  of  the  Masonic  Lodges  of  our  country,  in  the 
•xercise  of  that  charity  which  so  pre-eminently  distinguishes  the 
Institution  of  Free  Masonry,  have  generously  come  forward  and 
liberally  contributed  to  the  funds  of  the  American  Colonization 
Society :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  presented  to  those 
Lodges  that  have  already  commenced  the  benevolent  work  of  aid- 
ing this  Society,  in  not  only  providing  an  asylum  for  the  Free 
People  of  Colour  in  Africa,  but  also  of  greatly  contributing  to  the 
abolition  pf  the  inhuman  Slave  Trade,  and  the  introduction  of 
Christianity  and  Civilization  into  that  wretched  and  benighted 
lands  and  that  other  Masonic  Institutions,  and  the  fraternity  gene- 
rally, throughout  the  United  States,  be  invited  to  co-operate  in  this 
important,  patriotic,  and  truly  benevolent  object. 

Mr.  Knaph,  of  Boston,  Mass.  then  rose  and  addressed  the 
meeting.  He  said  that  be  was  induced  to  second  the  motion,  believing  that, 
if  it  were  carried  into  effect,  it  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  Society. 
During  the  last  season,  an  agent  of  this  Society  travelled  into  that  part  of  the 
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country  in  which  he  (Mr.  K.)  resided,  with  the  design  of  diffusing  there  a 
knowledge  of  the  objects  of  the  Society,  and  of  invoking  assistance  from  the 
benevolent  and  patriotic.    By  the  means  of  the  pulpit  and  the  press,  the 
agent  called  the  attention  of  theronmunity  to  this  great  concern.    To  al 
most  all,  it  was  a  noiel  subject.    True,  it  had  been  heard  of  through  the  pub* 
lie  prints;  yet,  its  objects  and  .progress  were  not  known,  and  the  people 
were  generally  ignorant  of  the  principles  upon  which  it  was  founded.    The. 
agent  pursued  his  labours  with  zeal  and  assiduity,  aided  by  the  few  who  had 
cqneeived  just  notions-of  the  benevolent  project ;  and  there  were  some  who 
were  ready  with  their  voices  and  with  their  purses  to  advance  it,  convinced 
that  the  Society  were  labouring  in  the  cause  of  humanity ;  but  with  the  great 
mass  of  the  people,  time  and  deliberation  were  required^  before  they  could 
be  enlisted  in  the  good  cause.    Among  the  many  means  adopted  by  the  * 
friends  of  this  Society  in  New  England,  for  the  attainment  of  their  objects, 
one  was  an  application  to  the  Masonic  Lodges.    Mr.  K.  said  he  was  a  member 
of  the  fraternity,  and  with  bis  brethren,  was  desirous  that  the  subject  should 
be  considered  in  all  its  bearings,  before  any  effective  steps  should  be  taken, 
and  that  this  deliberation  should  be  had  without  bias  or  prejudice ;  for  Ma* 
sons,  although  ever  anxious  to  do  good  whenever  a  feir*opportunity  offered 
itselG  yet,  were  not  infected  with  that  sickly  sensibility  which  is  forever 
painting  in  odious  colours  the  horrors  of  negro  slavery ;  crying  up  a  crusade 
•gainst  the  holders  of  slaves,  and  ready  to  oppose  them  in  any  way,  without 
looking  behind  them  or  before  for  example  or  argument.    They  did  delibe- 
rate.    They  considered  the  past  and  the  present,  and  east  many  an  inquiring 


\ylance  into  the  darkened  misti  of  the  future*  They  knew  that,  at  one  pe- 
riod, slavery  existed  throughout  the  whole  of  the  thirteen  States  of  our 
early  Confederacy :  they  knew  that  where  slavery  had  been  abolished  it 
bad  operated  to  the  advantage  of  the  masters,  not  of'  the  slaves :  they  saw 
this  fact  most  strikingly  illustrated  in  the  case  of  the  free  negroes  of  Boston, 
H,  on  the  anniversary  celebrated  by  the  Free  People  of  Colour,  of  the  day  oa 
which  slavery  was  abolished,  they  looked  abroad,  what  did  they  see  f  Not 
freemen,  in  the  enjoyment  of  every  attribute  of  freedom,  with  the  stamp  of 
liberty  upon  their  brows !  No,  sir ;  they  saw  a  ragged' set,  crying  o|p  liberty! 
for  whom  liberty  had  nothing  to  bestow,  and  whose  enjoyment  of  it  was  but 
in  name.  He  spoke  of  the  great  body  of  the  blacks ;  there  were  some  few 
honourable  exceptions,  he  knew,  which  only  proved  what  might  be  done 
for  all.  ♦ 

What  then  was  to  be  done  ?  They  saw  that  a  great,  a  formidable  evil  exist- 
ed ;  they  knew  something  should  be  done ;  but  how  to  attack  that  evil,  how  to 
act  at  once  with  propriety  and  effeel,  were  the  questions.  They  knew  that 
the  feelings  of  the  South  were  to  be  regarded.  At  the  East^  they  hated  sla- 
very ;  but  they  loved  union  and  harmony  more ;  nor  did  they  desire  to  com- 
promise the  latter  in  their  endeavours  to  remove  the  former ;  and  in  any  ef- 
forts to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  degraded  African,  they  did  sincerely  de- 
sire that  the  rights  and  feelings  of  all  might  be  regarded — and  that  no  infringe- 
ment of  the  social  compact  should  be  involved ;  they  wished  even  more — that 
no  suspicion  of  such  an  infringement  should  be  entertained,  fully  sensible  of 
the  delicacy  of  the  subject  Under  these  circumstances,  Jthe  fraternity  stop- 
ped to  inquire  and  to  deliberate ;  and  he  was  made  the  humble  instrument  of 
that  inquiry.  And,  sir,  (said  Mr.  K.)  I  Jpuqt  candidly  say  that  my  prejudices 
were  strong,' but  my  inquiry  terminated  in  the  most  satisfactory  conviction,  not 
only  that  the  objects  of  this  Society  were  wise  and  benevolent,  but  that  they 
were  even  worthy  of  the  assistance  of  the  citizens  of  the  South,  as  well  as 
other  parts  of  the  country,  to  whom  they  promised  vast  benefits ;  and  although 
a  few  individuals  of  the  South  may  entertain  suspicions,  I  trust  that  they  will 
ail  ultimately  be  dispelled.  I  looked  upon  the  many  evils  of  slavery  with  the 
aversion  of  a  freeman ;  but  I  saw  also  that  the  evils  were  not  confined  to  those 
who  are  virtually  slaves.  I  saw  that  to  those  persons  on  whom  circumstances 
had  bestowed  freedom,  it  operated  as  a  curse,  when  they  had  not  the  means 
of  obtaining  knowledge,  and  of  giving  scope  to  the  talents  God  had  given 
them  by  nature.  Take  the  greater  part  of  those  who  had  received  their  free- 
dom by  clemency,  policy,  or  accident,  or  were  born  free,  what  did  they  know  of 
freedom?  What  sense  had  they  of  its  blessings?  They  were  still,  whilst  in  its 
nominal  enjoyment,,  the  same  despised,  degraded  beings.  Ignorance  was 
theft's  from  infancy :  ^hey  had  no  social  or  political  relations  in  the  communis 
ty— of  which  they  were  not  members,  but  excrescences — thrown  from  a  state 
of  dependence  and  submission,  abroad  upon  society;  standing  forth  in  odious 
distinctness  from  those  who  would  not  acknowledge  them  as  fellow  citizens ; 
without  a  root  in  the  soil  from  which  they  sprung,  their  liberty  was  statutory, 


and  looked  Well  in  the  volume  of  laws,  and  in  the  code  of  the  rights  of  man ; 
but  it  was  without  essence  and  worthless,  because  it  was  without  knowledge. 

It  is  sometimes  said  by  the  desponding,  that  slavery  is  too  great  an  evil  ever 
to  be  remedied.  The  civilized  world,  or  the  European  part  of  it,  once  made 
the  struggle,  and  after  centuries  of  religious  exertion,  succeeded.  For  two 
hundred  years  slavery  had  been  abolished  in  most  of  the  nations  which  pro- 
fessed the  Christian  religion,  when  the  Portuguese  commenced  the  accursed 
traffic  again,  to  assist  their  numerous  colonies,  (ranee  and  England  had  not 
moral  energy  enough  to  refrain,  but  followed  the  example  to  meet  their  rivals 
ia  the  sugar  and  coffee  market.  It  waB  no  part  of  the  calculations  of  our  pro* 
genitors  to  cultivate  the  lands  by  slaves.  The  first  were  driven  on  our  soil  by 
accident  $  and  in  an  evil  hour,  the  indolence  of  the  people  prevailed  over 
their  sense  of  justice.  The  'magnitude  of  the.  evil  was  not  foreseen  at  that 
moment.  In  my  opinion,  it  may  be  cured  in  less  time  than  it  has  been  grow* 
ing  up.  .Open  once  the  facilities  of  emigration-*-sbow  an  object  for  it,  and 
like  any  other  business,  it  will  increase  to  any  extent  we  may  wish.  The  na- 
tural world  has  yielded  her  impossibilities,  as  they  were  thought,  to  the  efforts 
of  enlightened  man.  Why  should  not  he  be  as  successful  in  the  moral  ?  A.  fait 
and  permanent  road  is  now  built  over  the  Alps,  the  passage  of  which  was 
once  considered  as  sufficient  to  give  immortality  to  the  successful  adventurer. 
Inveterate  diseases  have  yielded  to  skQl  and  perseverance ;  political  evils  are 
vanishing  before  the  statesman  and  economist ;  and  why  should  the  task  this 
Society  have  undertaken,  be  held  in  greater  dread  than  others  ? 

Sir,  this  Society  has  grown  up  from  the  immediate  spot  where  these  evils 
most  abound — from  the  slave  holding  States.    The  originators  of  this  Society 
saw  the  danger  of  this  growing  ill,  and  enquired  how  it  might  be  alleviated 
at  the  present,  and  obliterated  by  degrees.    They  looked  around  them  with 
the  humane  endeavour  to  find  a  place  where  the  liberty  of  the  African  might 
be  real— where  it  might  be  no  longer  the  emptiest  of  mockeries :  for  what  is 
freedom  without  the  emancipation  of  intellect  ?  Where  should  this  holy  spot 
be  found }  What  land  should  give  freedom  to  this  degraded  race  ?  They 
could  not  hope  to  fix  a  colony  in  America.   We  wanted  no  nation  of  blacks 
here ;  and  had  they  been  fixed  on  some  of  our  uncultivated  lands  of  the  re- 
mote West,  they  would  have  been  in  danger  from  red  men  and  white.  They, 
would  be  distant  from  either,  and  abused  by  both.    This  was  first  thought 
of  by  some ;  but  those  who- saw  how  rapidly  the  Western  regions  were  filling 
up  with  a  white  population,  wisely  argued  that  it  would  not  do  to  send  the 
colony  there.    The  Society  then  turned  their  eyes  upon  Africa.    And  where 
should  they  ^x  the  place  of  African  regeneration,  but  in  Africa  ?  To  many, 
the  very  name  of  Africa  conveys  an  idea  of  indistinct  horror  \  in  the  imagina* 
tion,  that  word  is  often  associated  with  all  that  is  fearful  in  nature.    It  implies 
endless  forests,  into  which  man  never  penetrated ;  vast  deserts,  whose  sands 
sure  eternally  tossed  by  the  whirlwind;  sweeping  torrents,  spreading  devasta* 
tion,  poisonous  serpents,  darting  upon  the  venturous  traveller  j  furious  beasts, 
and  every  wild  «nd  fonnidable  terror.  •• 
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But,  sir,  this  is  entirely  a  fallacy.  Africa  is  the  only  continent  which  <k* 
rives  its  name  from  itself— from  the  character  of  its  soil  and  climate.  The 
word  implies  a  horn  of  plenty,  or  an  ear  of  corn  j  and  Africa  is  the  roost  fer- 
tile country  on  the  globe.  It  has  more  sea  coast  than  any  other  of  the  conti- 
nents of  the  Eastern  Hemisphere.  Its  climate  affords  every  delicacy  which 
nature  produces;  there  was  not  a  luxury  on  the  table  of  a  Roman  epicure, 
which  Africa  did  not  yield*  The  coffee,  the  tea  plant,  and  the  sugar  cane, 
find  there  a  congenial  soil,  arid  yield  rich  harvests;  and  that  the  soil  will  pro- 
duce grain  in  abundance,  is  not  to  be  doubted.  It  is  an  established  rule  of  nature, 
that  where  man  exists,  that  which  is  necessary  for  his  support  shall  be  pro- 
duced. 

It  had  been  said  that  establishing  this  Colonization  Society  was  merely  a 
method  adopted  to  get  rid  of  these  People,  and  that  as  such  it  would  doubt, 
less  succeed,  as  they  would  go  to  Africa  and  die,  and  thus  the  object  would 
be  effected ;  but  this  is  opposed  to  philosophy  and  experience ;  for  it  is  a  gen- 
eral rule,  that  every  climate  to  which  man  becomes  acclimated,  is  equally 
healthy.  And,  for  proof  of  the  nature  of  an  African  climate,  witness  the 
bones  and  muscles,  and  the  hardy  frames  of  the  natives.  Why  then,  it  may 
he  asked,  cannot  this  Colony  support  itself,  if  it  is  so  well  situated  as  to  soil  and 
climate  ?  1  believe,  the  history  of  man  shows  us  no  instance,  in  which  an 
early  Colony  supported  itself.  How.  was  it  with  the  two  great  Colonies  of 
this  country  ?  Did  they  support  themselves  ?  Did  Jamestown  go  on  ia  to 
earl)  period,  without  assistance  ?  No,  sir; — that  great  State,  which  has  pro- 
duced so  many  Statesmen  and  Orators,  was  in  its  incipient  stages,  sustained, 
and,  I  may  say,  established,  by  courtesy :  for,  it  will  be  remembered,  that 
the  Government  of  England  granted  a  lottery  for  the  benefit  of  the  Colonbtt; 
tfhd,  without  that  aid,  notwithstanding  the  bravery  of  Smith,  and  the  constant 
perseverance  of  the  settlers,  they  must  have  failed  in  their  endeavors  ta 
found  a  great  and  wealthy  State.  I  will  now  come  nearer  home,  and  consid- 
er the  condition  of  the  fathers  of  New  England.  The  feeble  Colonists  of 
Plymouth  could  never  have  sustained  themselves  without  other  aid  than 
their  own.  They  never  could  have  braved,  with  success,  the  perils  of  their 
early  settlement,  unassisted.  And  this  leads  me  again  to  speak  of  the  effect 
of  climate  upon  the  first  Colonists  of  a  new  country.  Where  were  the  first 
settlers  of  Jamestown  before  the  four  seasons  had  rolled  over  their  new  habi- 
tations f  They  were  in  their  graves.  And  most  of  those  persecuted  men,  who 
first  stood  upon  the  rock  of  Plymouth,  were  numbered  with  the  dead,  ere  the 
next  December's  sun  shone  sickly  upon  the  iron  bound  coast. 

Those  early  Colonists  were  a  sacrifice  to  publio  good.  They  were  destined 
to  make  way .  for  other  offerings  on  the  altar  of  enterprize.  This  is  not  un- 
usual. The  history'  of  all  tunes  is  full  of  instances,  A  thousand  causes 
which  might  be  mentioned,  lead  to  it ;  privations,  over  exertions,  and  want  of 
srthorough  knowledge  of  the  climate,  are  among  them.  Other  reasons  come 
to  us  in  a  formal  array  against  the  endeavour  to  plant  a  Colony  in  Africa.  It 
is  said,  that  the  mind  of  the  people  of  Nigritia  and  other  parts  of  Africa  h 


not  susceptible  of  high  cultivation :  that  the  Africans  are  a  stupid  race,  whose 
nature,  as  was  said  of  Caliban,  was  such*  a'tkat  nurture  would  not  stick  to 
it.1'  But,  sir,  this  is  the  most  unjust,  as  well  as  the  most  futile  method  of  ar- 
gument. As  well  might  you  judge  of  the  fleet  Arabian  courser,  by  some  poor 
hack  horse  which  you  should  meet  on  your  way  to  the  Capitol,  worn  down  un- 
der the  lash,  and  feebly  and  unwillingly  dragging  bis  burthen,  like  a  raw-boned 
Rozinante,  as  judge  of  the  powers  of  the  African  mind,  by  the  miserable,  de- 
graded wretches  who  dwell,  shunned  and  contemned,  among  us.  $ir,  facta 
and  history  are  opposed  to  this  habit  of  disparaging  the  intellect  of  the  sable 
sons  of  Africa.  Some  as  great  men  as  any  nation  ever  produced,  were,  born 
in  that  country. 

I  might  name  many  whom  history  and  their  own  works  have  immortalized. 
Cyprian,  St.  Augustine,  and  Tertullian,  were  Africans ;  and  Terence,  as  sweet 
a  bard  as  ever  strung  the  lyre  to  song,  was  an  African.  Need  I  name  Hanno 
and  Hannibal  ?  Or  aeed  I  remind  you,  that  it  is  contended  by  some  writers 
of  no  common  fame,  that  Africa  is  the  native  land  of  the  arts ;  and  that  the 
science  of  Algebra  had  there  its  birth  ?  With  these  details  I  will  not  detain 
you ;  but  I  will  come  down  to  our  own  times,  and  to  our  own  country.  And, 
if  I  am  rightly  informed,  there  lives  among  the  Colonists  now  at  Liberia,  a 
man  who  was  born  in  Africa,  whose  strength  .of  intellect  and  elevation  of 
character,  might  be  the  just  cause  of  pride  to  any  country.  In  the  West  In- 
dies, there  have  been  numerous  instances  which  clearly  prove,  that  the  Afri- 
can character,  even  in  a  state  of  subjection,  is  capable  of  high  improvement ; 
setting  aside  all  the  stories  of  ThreefingerM  Jack,  or  Cudjoe,  in  the  moun- 
tains of  Jamaica.  But,  sir,  in  my  country — a  land  not  destitute  of  poets,  as 
we  believe, — an  African  woman,  the  well  known  Phillis  Wheatley,  has  pro- 
duced a  volume  of  poetry,  which,  while  it  displays  want  of  education,  and 
was  written  at  hours  stolen  from  the  labours  of  slavery,  and  was  the  produc- 
tion of  a  mind  Weighed  down  by  the  shackles  of  servitude— -for  almost  every 
poem  commences  with  a  lamentation  of  her  enslaved  and  abject  condition — 
stands  almost  at  the  head  of  the  poetry  of  the  age  in  which  it  was  produced. 
I  speak  of  this  new  world,  in  which  poetry  had  not,  at  that  timejcept  pace 
with  other  branches  of  improvement.  From  a  full  survey  of  the  African 
character,  I  hold  it  false  to  say,  that  the  mind  of  those  born  in  that  country  is 
not  susceptible  of  high  advancement 

The  principles  upon  which  this  Colony  was  established,  are  such  as  must' 
ensure  it  the  approval  of  the  wise  and  the  good.  Other  Colonies  have  been 
established  for  ambitious  or  commercial  purposes.  They  have  grow*  from 
factories  to  forts,  and  have  followed  up  trade  by  conquest.  Treachery  suc- 
ceeded confidence  until  those  who  first  implored  succour  and  protection,  be- 
came masters  of  those  who  permitted  them  to  get  foot-hold  in  their  country. 
The  histories  of  the  Indies  sufficiently  prove  the  assertion.  But  the  Society 
have  not  done  so.  They  have  gone  quietly,  only  defended  by  the  holiness  of 
their  cause  and  the  purity  of  their  intentions,  to  the  aborigines,  with  offers  to 
purchase  ttfeir  territory ;  they  have  gone  forth  to  establish  peace,  comfort, 
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bappinesa,  liberty,  and  independence ;  and  not  only  these,  but  to  make  a 
stand  on  that  coast,  where  a  stand  was  never  before  effectually  made,  for  the 
introduction  of  Christianity  anil  Religion.  And,  as  it  has  been  justly  said, 
that  America  established  the  first  Laiicasterian  school  to  teach  mankind  their 
lights — this  Society  has  thrown  a  slender  branch  of  that  school  of  the  rights 
of  man  upon  the  coast  of  Africa.  The  natives  will  see  what  civilized  men 
are,  and  from  them  will  learn  science,  religion,  and  civilization. 

The  time  was,  when  the  torch  of  religion,  and  the  lamp  of  science*  shed 
their  mingled  rays  over  the  People  of  Africa.  The  torch  and  the  -lamp  have 
gone  out,  and  darkness  has  usurped  the  place  of  light.  But,  wc  shall  relume 
them  again,  and  shed  on  the  darkened  minds  of  the  People,  the  renovated 
lustre  of  Christianity  and  Civilization.  Such  were  the  thoughts  of  the  pro* 
jectOrs  of  this  great  design.  This  Society  remembered  that  the  Church  of 
Christ  was  once  prosperous  in  Africa.  In  one  of  the  councils  of  the  Church 
in  that  country,  277  Bishops,  it  is  said,  took  their  seats ; — shall  this  country 
remain  forever  in  barbarity  ?  Should  not  every  one  who  now  calls  upon  the 
name  of  the  true  God,  be  engaged  to  re-build  his  kingdom  in  this  desolation ? 
But  how  was  all  this  to  be  effected  ?  for  they  had  not  only  to  establish  a  Co- 
lony in  a  wild  and  distant  country,  but  they  had  to  combat  the  prejudices— 
the  honest  long  cherished  prejudices  of  their  countrymen,  ten/bid  more  diffi- 
cult because  they  existed  around  our  fire-sides:  Tenfold  more  difficult  to 
conquer  than  a  common  enemy,  because  the  conquest  must  be  achieved  by 
gentle  means,  by  untiring  exertions,  and  by  kindly  endeavours  to  convince 
And  persuade.  This  great  object,  I  sincerely  believe,  is  well  nigh  effected. 
It  must  be  brought  about  by  a  simultaneous  movement  of  all  those  great 
engines  which  controul  the  moral  influences  in  this  country.  The  pulpit, 
that  great  lever  of  the  moral  world,  must  be  used  as  heretofore.  The  pub* 
lie  presses  must  be  resorted  to ;  for  letters,  in  this  day  of  intelligence,  soften 
asperities,  conquer  the  prejudices,  and  assist  informing  the 'opinions  of  all 
classes  in  the  community.  The  Masonic  Lodges  in  every  part  of  the  coun- 
try, must  be  applied  to,  for  assistance, — Their  .existence  is  permanent,  and 
what  they  may  be  brought  to  do,  will  not  be  a  mere  momentary  act  of  chari- 
ty, but  their  liberality  will  increase,  as  the  dictates  of  their  understanding 
shall  become  more  and  more  convinced  of  the  importance  of  the  under* 
taking*  and'  when  once  the  question  of  utility  is  fully  established,  no  pains 
Will  be  spared  in  using  the  true  means  to  reach  such  desirable  ends.  The 
State  Legislatures  will,  from  these  numerous  sources,  catch  the  song  of  be* 
nevoleuce  and  Christian  enterprize,  and  extend  it  to  the  Hall  of  Congress, 
It  will  become  a  national  object,  beginning  at  the  true'  foundation,  from  the 
disposition,  the  feelings,  and  the  convictions  of  the  People.— This  is  pubbe 
opinion ;  not  that  transitory,  volatile  unanalyzed  air,  which  is  often  taken  for 
public  sentiment,  when  it  is  nothing  more  than  popular  excitement  Prom 
the  smallest  beginnings  have  arisen  the  greatest  affairs  of  the  world.  God- 
frido's  preaching  brought  about  the  Crusades,*— a  hand  full  of  wanderers 
ttttied  Rome ;  and  raingte  adventurous  spirit  taught  Europe  the  way  to  the 
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Western  Hemisphere ;  and  who  can  say,  but  the  exertions  of  a  few  mdividu* 
tls  who  conceived  the  plan  of  the  Colonization  Society  may  not  be  the  found** 
tion  of  an  empire  more  enlightened  than  any  time  in  his  course  has  seen  ? 

Sir,  these  is  a  glory  in  this  subjeot  which  I  love  to  dwell  upon;  there  is  * 
grandeur  in  the  idea  of  carrying  back  the  light  to  the  East,  whence  we  ob* 
tained  it,  which  swells  every  bosom  that  throbs  at  the  name  of  our  country's 
greatness.    The  tide  of  empire  and  of  intellect  has  been  westward  for  centu- 
ries i  and  now  let  us  flash  back  the  rays  of  our  glory  and  our  liberty  upon 
the  darkened  lands  of  the  East.    There  that  light  will  rise  in  strength  and 
grandeur,  brightening  by  reflection,  our  country  and  its  institutions.    There 
is  nothing  visionary  in  this.    Had  you  asked  those  who  settled  in  Jamesfown, 
whether  they  dared  to  dream  that  our  country  would,  in  this  little  space,  rise 
to  such  a  pitch  of  power  and  greatness  as  it  now  enjoys,  they  would  have 
told  you  that  hope  alone  was  theirs.    The  time  may  come  when  {be  darkness 
of  Ethiopia  and  Mauritania  shall  hare  settled  upon  this  laud;  and  then  we 
shall  still  have  a  name  upon  the  earth,  and  live  in  the  memory  of  that  happy 
race,  whose  early  steps  this  Society  have  guided,  and  who  will  have  beeq 
trained  up  in  the  paths  of  religion  and  independence. 

The  time  of  doubt  and  fear  is  past,  and  we  may  confide  in  the  result  of  the 
labors  of  this  Society.    Is  it  to  be  believed  that  a  continent  whose  soil  is  the 
most  fertile  on  earth,  where  every  luxury  grows  spontaneously,  and  where 
the  rivers  roll  upon  golden  sands,  is  destined  to  remain  the  abode  of  ignor- 
ance and  superstition !    No !  In  that  land  where  now  the  rites  of  Moloch  and 
the  feasts  of  cannibals  offend  the  merciful  will  of  our  Christian  God,  the  re- 
ligion which  we  profess  shall  spread  its  .influence  pure  and  unde filed  |  *nd  the 
voice  of  thanks  shall  roll  back  to  our  country  over  the  waste  of  waters.    Let 
no  man  say  thin  is  visionary.  It  is  well  known  with  what  satire  aip?  ridicule  the. 
anticipations  of  the  good  Dean  Berkley  of  the  glories  of  this  Country,  were 
treated  both  in  prose  and  verse.    The  learned  statesmen  of  chat  age,   were 
amused  at  the  prophesies  of  the  enlightened  enthusiast,  when  he  sung  that 
westward  the  Star  of  Empire  tukta  its  way. 

One  word  more,  and  I  have  done,  sir,  when  ve  lopk  directly  before  us 
and  see  a  small  beginning,  a  thousand  objection*  are  found  which  seem  ira-  . 
portant,  and  which  receive  far  more  attention  than  they  merit.  It  has  been, 
said  that  the  Colony  have  shed  blood.  It  is  not  denied ;  and  J  believe  it  was, 
justified.  It '  is  justifiable  to  shed  blood  to  sustain  the  cause  of  civilization 
and  freedom ;  far  more  justifiable  than  to  do  it  to  sustain  thrones  and  domi- 
nations. It  was  necessary  on  that  foreign  coast  to  establish  for  Qur  Colony  a 
character  for  firmness  and  bravery,  which  should  awe  those  around  them  from,, 
aggression.  That  character  has  been  established,  and  it  will  impress  the  na-  •  * 
tives  with  fear  and  respect.  I  understand  that  there  are  a  number  of  native 
youths  in  the  Seminary  of  the  Colony.    They  will  imbibe  with  the  sciences; 

which  are  taught  them,  a  respect  for  the  firm ness,  and  an  admiration  of  the  jus-  i 

tice  of  the  Colony.    These  feelings  and  acquirements  they  will  carry  into  the  ! 

interiour ;  and  who  can  predict  the  vast  extent  of  the  connexions  which  may  ' 

tbqs  be  formed,  or  the  good  that  may  thus  be  dispensed  ? 
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Sir,  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  character  of  the  Society ;  and  if  I  had  entertain- 
ed any  such  doubt,  I  Bhould  have  needed  only  to  glance  over  the  names 
whick  compose  the  list  of  members.    Sir,  in  that  list  I  find  the  names  of  men 
whose  legal  decisions  have  become  the  opinions  of  the  intelligent,  throughout 
our  country.    I  find,  also,  the  names  of  men,  upon  whose  lips  listening  Sen- 
ates have  hung  with  rapture.    Their  fame  is  indelibly  fixed  on  the  tablets  of 
our  history ;  but  their  best  and  most  permanent  renown  is  recorded  here. 
The  fame  of  the  patriot  may  be  evanescent ;  but  that  of  the  philanthropist  is 
permanent.    The  firmest  memorial  of  a  great  man,  is  inscribed  in  the  cause 
of -benevolence.    It  is  inscribed  in  tablets  of  flesh  ;  it  awakens  the  throb  of 
gratitude  in  the  hearts  of  men,  which  receive  those  living  characters,  and 
transmit  them  from  generation  to  generation.    Rise,  then,  ye  statesmen !  ye 
sages  and  ye  orators!  join  all  your  efforts  io  this  noble  cause ;  and  let  the  time 
quickly  come  when  the  deserts  of  Numidia  and  the  sands  of  Barca  shall  re- 
joice in  the  light  of  liberty  and  religion,  and  learning  and  science  spread 
widely  over  those  benighted  realms. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hawley,  was  then 
adopted. 

Dr.  Laurie  prefaced  the  following  resolution  with  a  few  re- 
marks. 

Mr,  President, 

The  resolution  I  am  now  to  offer,  is  one  which  must  approve  itself  to  the 
understanding  and  to  the  good  feelings  of  every  individual  who  has  marked 
the  progress  of  the  settlement  at  Liberia,  from  almost  the  period  when  the 
first  band  of  Colonists  arrived  at  Montserado,  to  the  present  hour :  it  is  a  re- 
solution  expressing  the  approbation,  the  thanks  of  this  Society  to  Mr.  Ash- 
roun,  the  Colonial  Agent,  for  the  wisdom  and  zeal  manifested  by  him,  in  can- 
ducting^he  affairs  of  the  Colony.— I  offer  it  without  farther  preamble. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  given  to  Mr. 
Ashmun,  the  Colonial  Agent,  for  the  faithfulness,  zeal,  and  ability 
with  which  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  the  trust  reposed  in 
him:  which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Clay  rose,  i  cannot  (said  he)  withhold  the  expression  of 
my  congratulations  to  the  Society  on  account  of  the  very  valuable  acquisition 
which  we  have  obtained  in  the  eloquent  gentleman  from  Boston,  fMr.  Kxirr,] 
who  has  just  favoured  us  with  an  address.  He  has  told  us  of  his  original  im- 
pressions,  unfavourable  to  the  object  of  the  Society,  and  of  his  subsequent 
conversion.  If  the  same  industry,  investigation  and  unbiassed  judgment, 
which  he  and  another  gentleman,  (Mr.  Powell,)  who  avowed  at  the  last  meet- 
ing  of  the  Society,  a  similar  change  wrought  in  his  mind,  were  carried,  by  the 
public  at  large,  into  the  consideration  of  the  plan  of  the  Society,  the  convic- 
tion in  its  favour  would  be  universal. 

I  have  risen  to  submit  a  resolution,  in  behalf  of  which  I  would  "bespeak  the 
favour  of  the  Society.  But  before  I  offer  any  observations  in  its  support, 
I  must  say  that,  whatever  part  I  shall  take  in  the  proceedings  of  this  Society, 
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• 

whatever  opinions  or  sentiments  I  may  utter,  they  are  exclusively  my  own. 
Whether  they  are  worth  any  thing  or  not,  no  one  but  myself  is  ut  all  responsi- 
ble for  them.  1  have  consulted  with  ne  person  out  of  this  Society ;  and  1 
have  especially  abstained  from  all  communication  or  cousultation  with  any  one 
to  whom  I  stand  in  any  official  relation.  My  judgment  on  the  object  of  this 
Society,  has  been  long  since  deliberately  formed.  The  conclusions  to  which, 
after  much  and  anxious  consideration,  my  mind  lias  been  brought,  have  been 
neither  produced  nor  refuted  by  the  official  station,  the  duties  of  which  have 
been  confided  to  me. 

From  the  origin  of  this  Society,  every  member  of  it  has,  I  believe,  looked 
forward  to  the  arrival  of  a  period,  when  it  would  become  necessary  to  invoke 
the  public  aid  in  the  execution  of  the  great  scheme  which  it  was  instituted 
to  promote.  Considering,  itself  as  the  mere  pioneer  in  the  cause  which  it  had 
undertaken,  it  was  well  a  ware  tliat  it  could  do  no  more  than  remove  prelimi- 
nary difficulties,  and  point  out  a  sure  road  to  ultimate  success ;  and  that  the 
public  only  could  supply  that  regular,  steady,  and  efficient  support,  to  which 
the  gratuitous  means  of  benevolent  individuals  would  be  found  incompetent. 
My  surprise  has  been,  that  the  Society  has  been  able  so  long  to  sustain 
itself,  and  to 'do  so  much  upon  the  charitable  contributions  of  good  and  pkms 
and  enlightened  men,  whom  it  has  happily  found  in  all  parts  of  our  country. 
But  our  work  has  so  prospered,  and  grown  under  our  hands,  that  the  appeal 
to  the  power  and  resources  of  the  public;  should  be  no  lunger  deferred,  llie 
resolution  which  I  have  risen  to  propose,  contemplates  this  appeal.  It  is  in 
the  following  words:— 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Managers  be  empowered  and  di- 
rected, at  such  time  or  times  as  may  seem  to  them  expedient,  to 
make  respectful  application  to  tbe  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
*nd  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  different  States,  for  such  pecuniary 
aid,  in  furtherance  of  the  object  of  this  Society,  as  they  may  res- 
pectively be  pleased  to  grant 

In  soliciting  the  countenance  and  support  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  Union, 
and  the  States,  it  is  incumbent  on  the  Society,  in  making  out  its  case,  to  show, 
1st.  That  it  offers  to  their  consideration  a  scheme  which  is  practicable.—^ 
And  3d.  That  the  execution  of  the  practicable  scheme,  partial  or  entire,  will 
*be  fraught  with  such  beneficial  consequences,  as  to  merit  the  support  which 
is  solicited.  I  believe  both  points  to  be  maintainable.  1st.  It  is  now  a  little 
upwards  of  ten  years,  since  a  religious,  amiable  and  benevolent  resident*  of 
this  city,  first  conceived  the  idea  of  planting  a  Colony,  from  the  United  States, 


»  It  has  been,  since  the  delivery  of  the  Speech,  suggested  that  the  Rev.  Robert 
Finley,  of  New  Jersey,  (who  is  also  unfortunately  dead,)  contemplated  the  forma- 
tion of  a  Society,  with  a  view  to  the  establishment  of  a  Colony  in  Africa,  and  pro- 
bably ftrst  commenced  the  project.  It  is  quite  likely  that  he  did ;  and  Mr  C 
recollects  seeing  Mr.  Finley;  and  consulting  with  him  on  the  subject,  about  the  pe- 
riod of  the  formation  of  the  Society.  But  the  allusion  to  Mr.  Caldwell,  was  found- 
ed on  the  facts  well  known  to  Mr.  Clay,  of  his  active  agency  in  the  organization  ef 
the  Society,  and  his  unremitted  subsequent  labours,  which  were  not  confined  to  the 
District  of  Columbia,  in  promoting  the  cause. 
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ef  Free  People  of  Colour,  en  the  Western  shores  of  Africa.    He  is  no  more? 
end  the  noblest  eulogy  which  could  be  pronounced  on  hire,  would  be  to  in- 
scribe upon  his  tomb,  the  merited  epitaph, "  Here  lies  the  projector  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society.**    Amongst  others,  to  whom  he  communi- 
cated the  project,  was  the  person  who  now  has  the  honour  of  addressing  you. 
My  first  impressions,  like  those  of  all  who  have  not  fully  investigated  the  sub- 
ject, were  against  it.    They  yielded  to  his  earnest  persuasions  and  my  own 
reflections,  and  I  finally  agreed  with  him  that  the  experiment  was  worthy  ef 
a  fajir  trial    A  meeting  of  its  friends  was  called-— organized  as  a  deliberative 
body,  and  a  Constitution  was  formed.    The  Society  went  into  operation.    He 
lived  to  see  the  most  encouraging  progress  in  its  exertions,  and  died  in  full 
confidence  of  its  complete  success.    The  Society  was  scarcely  formed,  be- 
fore it  was  exposed  to  the  de«ison  of  the  unthinking;  pronounced  to  be  vi- 
sionary and  chimerical  by  those  who  were  capable  of  adopting  wiser  opinions, 
and  the  most  confident  predictions  of  its  entire  failure  were  put  forth.    It 
found  itself  equally  assailed  by  the  two  extremes  of  public  sentiment,  in  re- 
gard to  our  African  population.    According-  to  onef  (that  r>sh  class  which, 
without  a  due  estimate  of  the  fatal  consequence,  would  forthwith  issue  a  de* 
cree  of  general,  immediate,  and  indiscriminate  emancipation,)  it  was  a  scheme 
of  the  slave  holder  to  perpetuate  slavery.    The  other,  (that  class  which  be- 
lieves slavery  a  blessing,  and  which  trembles  with  aspen  sensibility,  at  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  most  distant  and  ideal  danger  to  the  tenure  by  which  that 
description  of  property  is  held,)  declared  it  a  contrivance  to  let  loose  on  so- 
ciety all  the  slaves  of  the  country,  ignorant,  uneducated,  and  incapable  of  ap- 
preciating the  value,  or  enjoying  the  privileges  of  freedom.f    The  Society 
saw  itself  surrounded  by  every  sort  of  embarrassment.    What  great  human 
enterprise  was  ever  undertaken-  without  difficulty  t  What  ever  failed,  within 
the  compass  of  human  power,  when  pursued  with  perseverance,  and  blessed 
by  the  smiles  of  Providence  ?  The  Society  prosecuted,  undismayed,  its  great 
work,  appealing  for  succour  to  the  moderate,  the  reasonable,  the  virtuous, 
and  religious  portions  of  the  public.    It  protested,  from  the  commencement, 
and  throughout  all  its  progress,  and  it  now  protests,  that  it  entertains  no  pur-, 
pose,  on  its  own  authority,  or  by  its  own  means,  to  attempt  emancipation,  par- 
tial or  general ;  that  it  knows  the  General  Government  has  no  Constitutional 
power  to  achieve  such  an  object ;  that  it  believes  that  the  Stated,  and  the 
States  only,  which  tolerate  slavery,  can  accomplish  the  work  of  emancipation ; 
and  that  it  ought  to  be  left  to  them,  exclusively,  absolutely,  and  voluntarily,  to 
decide  the  question. 

The  object  of  the  Society  was  the  colonization  of  the  free  coloured  peo- 
ple, not  the  slaves,  of  the  country.  Voluntary  in  its  institution,  voluntary  in 
its  continuance,  voluntary  in  all  its  ramifications,  all  its  means,  purposes,  and 
instruments  are  also  voluntary.    But  it  was  said,  that  no  free  coloured  persons 


t  A  Society  of  a  few  individuals,  without  power,  without  other  resources  than 
those  which  are  supplied  by  spontaneous  benevolence,  to  emancipate  all  the  stave* 
of  the  country ! 
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4ould  be  prevailed  Upon  to  abandon  the  comforts  of  civilized  life,  and  expose 
themselves  to  all  the  perils  of  a  settlement  in  a  distant,  inhospitable,  and  sav- 
age country  •,  that,  if  they  could  be  induced  to  go  on  such  a  quixotic  expedi- 
tion, no  territory  could  be  procured  tor  their  establishment  as  a  Colony  ?  that 
the  plan  was  altogether  incompetent  to  effectuate  its  professed  object;  and 
that  it  ought  to  be  rejected  as  the  idle  dream  of  visionary  enthusiasts.    The 
Society  has  outlived,  thank  God,  all  t)\ese  disastrous  predictions.    It  has  sur- 
vived to  swell  the  list  of  false  prophets.    It  is  no  longer  a  question  of  specu- 
lation, whether  a  Colony  can  or  cannot  be  planted  from  the  United  States,  of 
free  persons  of  colour,  on  the  shores  of  Africa.    It  is  a  matter  demonstrated : 
such  a  Colony,  in  fact,  exists,  prospers,  has  made  successful  war,  and  honoura- 
ble peace,  and  transacts  all  the  multiplied  business  of  a  civilized  and  Chria- 
tion  community.41    It  now  has  about  five  hundred .  souls,  disciplined  troops, 
forts,  and' other  means  of  defence,  sovereignty  over  an  extensive  territory, 
and  exerts  a  powerful  and  salutary  influence  over  the  neighbouring  clans. 

Numbers  of  the  free  African  race  among  us  are  willing  to  go  to  Africa. 
The  Society  has  never  experienced  any  difficulty  on  that  subject,  except  that 
its  means  of  comfortable  transportation  have  been  inadequate  to  accommo- 
date all  who  have  been  anxious  to  migrate.  Why  should  they  not  go  ?    Here 
they  are  in  the  lowest  state  of  social  gradation — aliens — political — moral- 
social  aliens,  strangers,  though  natives.    There,  they  would  be  in  the  midst 
of  their  friends  and  their  kindred,-  at  home,  though  born  in  a  foreign  land, 
and  elevated  abo%  e  the  natives  of  the  country,  as  much  as  they  are  degraded 
here  below  the  other  classes  of  the  community.    But  on  this  matter,  I  am 
happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  furnish  indisputable  evidence,  from  the  most 
authentic  source*  that  of  large  numbers  of  free  persona  of  colour  themselves* 
Numerous  meetings  have  been  held  irt  several  churches  in  Baltimore,  of  the 
free  people  of  colour,  in  which,  after  being  organized  as  deliberative  assem- 
blies, by  the  appointment'  of  a  chairman  (if  not  of  the  same  complexion)  pre- 
siding as  you,  Mr.  Vice  President,  do,  and  secretaries,  they  have  voted  memo- 
rials addressed  to  the  white  people,  in  which  they  have  argued  the  question 
with  an  ability,  moderation,  and  temper,  surpassing  any  that  I  can  command, 
and  emphatically  recommended  the  Colony  of  Liberia  to  favourable  consider- 
ation, as  the  most  desirable  and  practicable  scheme  ever  yet  presented  on  this 
interesting  subject.    I  ask  permission  of  .the  Society  to  read  this  highly  cre- 
ditable document.  — 
[Here  Mr.  C.  read  the  memorial  referred  tp/] 

The  Society  has  experienced  no  difficulty  in  the  acquisition  of  a  territory, 
upon  reasonable  terms,  abundantly  sufficient  for  a  most  extensive  Colony. 
And  land  in  ample  quantities,  it  has  been  ascertained,  can  be  procured  in 
Africa,  together  with  all  rights  of  sovereignty,  upon  conditions  aa  favourable 


*  See  the  last  Annual  Report,  and  the  highly  interesting  historical  sketch 
■of  the  Bev.  Mr.  Ashmun. 
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as  those  on  which  the*  United  States  extinguish  the  Indian  title  ta  territory 
within  their  own  limits. 

In  respect  to  the  alleged  incompetency  of  the  scheme  to  accomplish  its 
paofessed  object,  the  Society  asks  that  that  object  should  be  taken  to  be,  not 
what  the  imaginations  of  its  enemies  represent  it  to  be,  but  what  it  realty  pro- 
poses. They  represent,  that  the  purpose  of  the  Society  is,  to  export  the 
whole  African  population  of  the  United  States,  bond  and  free ;  and  they  pro- 
nounce this  design  to  be  unattainable.  They  declare,  that  the  means  of  the 
whole  country  are  insufficient  to  effect  the  transportation  to  Africa  of  a  mas 
of  population  approximating  to  two  millions  of  souls.  Agreed ;  but  that  b 
not  what  the  Society  contemplates.  They  have  substituted  their  own  notion 
for  that  of  the  Society.  What  is  the  true  nature  of  the  evil  of  the  existence 
of  a  portion  of  the  African  race  in  our  population  >  It  is  not  that  there  are 
tome,  but  that  there  are  so  many  among  us  of  a  different  caste,  of  a  different 
physical,  if  not  moral,  constitution,  who  never  can  amalgamate  with  the  great 
body  of  our  population.  In  every  country,  persons  are  to  be  found  varying 
in  their  colour,  origin,  and  character,  from  the  native  mass.  But  this  anomaly 
creates  no  inquietude  or  apprehension,  because  the  exotics,  from  the  smallness 
of  their  number,  are  known  to  be  utterly  incapable  of  disturbing  the  genera! 
tranquillity.  Here,  on  the  contrary,  the  African  part  of  our  population  bears 
510  large  a  proportion  to  the  residue  of  European  origin,  as  to  create  the  most 
fivcly  apprehension,  especially  in  some  quarters  of  the  Union.  Any  project 
therefore,  by  which,  in  a.  material  degree,  the  dangerous  oJement  in  the  ge- 
neral mass,  can  be  diminished  or  rendered  stationary,  deserves  deliberate  con 
*ide  ration. 

The  Colonization  Society  has  never  imagined  it  to  be  practicable,  or  within 
the  reach  of  any  means  which  the  several  Governments  of  the  Union  couH 
bring  to  bear  on  tlie  subject,  to  transport  the  whole  of  the  African  race  with- 
in the  limits  of  the  United  States.    Nor  is  that  necessary  to  accomplish  the 
desirable  objects  of  domestic  tranquillity,  and  render  us  one  homogeneous 
people.    The  population  of  the  United  States  has  been  supposed  1o  dupli- 
cate in  periods  of  twenty-five  years.    That  may  have  been  the  case  hereto- 
fore, but  the  terms  of  duplication  will  be  more  and  more  protracted  as  we  ad- 
vance in  national  age  ;  and  I  do  not  believe  that  it  will  be  found,  in  any  pe- 
riod to  come,  that  our  numbers  will  be  doubled  in  a  less  term  than  one  of 
about  thirty-three  and  a  third  years.    I  have  not  time  to  enter  now  into  de- 
tails in  support  of  this  opinion.    Tbey  would  consist  of  those  checks  winch 
experience  has  shown  to  obstruct  the  progress  of  population,  arising  out  of 
ts  actual  augmentation  and  density,  the  settlement  of  waste  lands,  Sec.    As- 
suming the  period  of  thirty-three  and  a  third,  or  any  other  number  of  years, 
to  be  that  in  which  our  population  will  hereafter  be  doubled,  if,  during  that 
whole  term,  the  capital  of  the  African  stock  could  be  kept  down,  or  stationa- 
ry, whilst  that  of  European  origin  should  be  left  to  an  unobstructed  ii 
the  result,  at  the  end  of  the  term,  would  be  most  propitious.—- Let  us 
for  example,  that  the  whole  population  at  present  of  the  United  State*,  b 
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twelve  millions,  of  which  ten  may  be  estimated  of  the^Anglo-Saxon,  and  two 
of  the  African  race.  If  there  could  be  annually  transported  from  the  United 
States,  an  amount  of  the  African  portion  equal  to  the  annual  increase  of  the 
whole  of  that  caste,  whilst  the  European  race  should  be  left  to  multiply,  we 
should  find  at  the  termination  of  the  period  of  duplication,  whatever  it  may 
be,  that  the  relative  proportions  would  be  as  twenty  to  two.  And  if  the  pro- 
cess were  continued,  during  a  second  term  of  duplication,  the  proportion 
would  be  as  forty  to  two — one  which  would  eradicate  every  cause  of  alarm  or 
solicitude  from  the  breasts  of  the  most  timid.  Rut  the  transportation  of  Afri- 
cans, by  creating,  to  the  extent  to  which  it  might  be  carried,  a  vacuum  in  so* 
ciety,  would  tend  to  accelerate  the  duplication  of  the  European  race,  who, 
by  all  the  laws  of  population,  would  fill  up  the  void  space. 

This  Society  is  well  aware,  I  repeat,  that  they  cannot  touch  the  subject  of 
slavery.  But  it  is  no  objection  to  their  scheme,  limited  as  it  is  exclusively  to 
those  free  people  of  colour  who  are  willing  to  migrate,  that  it  admits  of  in- 
definite extension  and  application,  by  those  who  alone,  having  the  compe- 
tent authority,  may  choose  to  adopt  and  apply  it.  Our  object  has  been  to 
point  out  the  way,  to  show  that  colonization  is  practicable,  and  to  leave  it  to 
those  States  or  individuals,  who  may  be  pleased  to  engage  in  tjie  object,  to 
prosecute  it.  We  have  demonstrated  that  a  Colony  may  be  planted  in  Africa 
by  the  fact  that  an  American  Colony  there  exists.  The  problem  which  has 
so  long  and  so  deeply  interested  the  thoughts  of  good  and  patriotic  men,  is 
solved— a  country  and  a  home  have  been  found,  to  which  the  African  race 
jnay  be  sent,  to  the  promotion  of  their  happiness  und  our  own. 

But,  Mr.  Vice-President,  I  shall  not  rest  contented  with  the  fact  of  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  Colony,  conclusive,  as  it  ought  to  be  deemed,  of  the  prac- 
ticability of  our  purpose.     I  shall  proceed  to  show,  by  reference  to  indispu- 
table statistical  details  and  calculations,  that  it  is  within  the  compass  of  rea- 
sonable human  means.    I  am  sensible  of  the  tediousness  of  ill  arithmetical 
data,  but  I  will  endeavonr  to  simplify  them  as  much  as  possible. — It  will  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  aim  of  the  Society  is  to  establish  in  Africa  a  Colony 
of  the  free  African  population  of  the  United  States ;  to  an  extent  which  shall 
be  beneficial  both  to  Africa  and  America.    The  whole  free  coloured  popula- 
tion of  the  United  States,  amounted  in  1790,  to  59,481 ;  in  1800,  to  110,072; 
m  1810,  to  186,446 ;  and  in  1820,  to  233,530.    The  ratio  of  annual  increase 
during  the  first  term  of  ten  years,  was  about  eight  and  a  half  per  cent,  per 
annum;  during  the  second, about  seven  per  cent,  per  annum ;  and  during  the 
third,  a  little  more  than  two  and  a  half.    The  very  great  difference  in  the  rate 
of  annual  increase,  during  those  several  terms,  may  probably  be  accounted 
far  by  the  effect  of  the  number  of  voluntary  emancipations  operating  with  more 
influence  upon  the  total  smaller  amount  of  free  coloured  persons  at  the  first 
of  those  periods,  and  by  the  facts  of  the  insurrection  in  St.  Domingo,  and  the 
acquisition  of  Louisiana,  both  of  which  occurring  during  the  first  and  second 
terras,  added  considerably  to  the  number  of  our  free  coloured  population-. 
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Of  all  descriptions  of  our  population,  that  of  the  free  coloured,  taken  in 
the  aggregate,  is  the  least  prolific,  because  of  the  checks  arising  from  viee 
and  want.  During  the  ten  years,  between  1810  and  1820,  when  no  extraneous 
causes  existed  to  prevent  a  fair  competition  in  the  increase  between  the  slave 
and  the  free  African  race,  the  former  increased  at  the  rate  of  nearly  three 
per  cent,  per  annum,  whilst  the  latter  did  not  much  exceed  two  and  a  half. 
Hereafter,  it  may  be  safely  assumed,  and  I  venture  to  predict  will  not  be 
contradicted  by  the  return  of  the  next  census,  that  the  increase  of  the  free 
black  population  will  not  surpass  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  per  annum. 
Their  amount  at  the  last  census^  being  233,530,  for  the  sake  of  round  num- 
bers,  their  annual  increase  may  be  assumed  to  be  6000,  at  the  present  time. 
Now,  if  this  number  could  be  annually  transported  from  the  United  States 
during  a  term  of  years,  it  is  evident  that,  at  the  end  of  that  term,  the  parent 
capital  will  not  have  increased,  but  will  have  been  kept  down  at  least  to  whst 
it  was  at  the  commencement  of  the  term.  Is  it  practicable  then  to  colonize 
annually  six  thousand  persons  from  the  United  States,  without  materially 
impairing  or  affecting  any  of  the  great  interests  of  the  United  States  ?  This 
is  the  question  presented  to  the  judgments  of  the  Legislative  authorities  of 
our  country.  This  is  the  whole  scheme  of  the  Society.  From*  its  acta&I 
experience,  derived  from  the  expenses  which  have  been  incurred  in  traas* 
porting  the  persons  already  sent  to  Africa,  the  entire  average  expense  rf 
each  Colonist,  young  and  old,  including  passage  money  and  subsistence,  mar 
be  stated  at  twenty  dollars  per  head.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  it  iray 
be  reduced  considerably  beldw  that  sum.  Estimating  that  to  be  the  expense, 
the  total  cost  of  transporting  6000  souls  annually,  to  Africa,  would  be  g  139,090. 
The  tonnage  requisite  to  effect  the  object,  calculating  two  persons  to  ever/ 
five  tons  (which  is  the  provision  of  existing  law)  would  be  15,000  tons.  Bat 
as  each  vessel  could  probably  make  two  voyages  in  the  year,  it  may  be  redu- 
ced to  7,500 .  And  as  both  our  mercantile  and  military  marine  might  be  oc- 
casionally employed  on  this  collateral  service,  without  injury  to  the  main 
object  of  the  voyage,  -a  further  abatement  might  be  .safely  made  in  the  ag- 
gregate amount  of  the  necessary  tonnage.  The  navigation  concerned  in 
the  commerce  between  the  Colony  and  the  United  States,  (and  it  already 
begins  to  supply  subjects  of  an  interesting  trade,)  might  be  incidentally  em- 
ployed to  the  same  end. 

Is  the  annual  expenditure  of  a  sum  no  larger  than  g  120,000,  and  the 
annual  employment  of  7,500  tons  of  shipping,  too  much  for  reasonable  ex- 
ertion, considering  the  magnitude  of  the  object  in  view  ?  Arc  they  not,  on 
the  contrary,  within  the  compass  of  moderate  efforts  f 

Here  is  the  whole  scheme  of  the  Society— a  project  which  has  been  pro- 
nounced visionary  by  those  who  have  never  given  themselves  the  trouble  to 
examine  it,  but  to  which  1  believe  most  unbiassed  men  will  yield  their  cor- 
dial assent,  after  they  have  investigated  it 

Limited  as  the  project  is,  by  the  Society,  to  a  Colony  to  be  formed  by 
the  free  and  unconstrained  consent  of  free  persons  of  colour,  it  is  no  oh- 
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jection,  but  on  the  contrary,  a  great  recommendation  to  the  plan,  that  it 
admits  of  being  taken  up  and  applied  on  a  scale  of  much  more  comprehen- 
sive utility.    The  Society  knows,  and  it  affords  just  cause  of  felicitation,  that 
all  or  any  one  of  the  States  which  tolerate  slavery  may  carry  the  scheme  of 
colonization  into  effect,  in  regard  to  the  slaves  within  their  respective  limits, 
and  thus  ultimately  rid  themselves  of  an  universally  acknowledged  curse. — 
A  reference  to  the  results  of  the  several  enumerations  of  the  population  of 
the  United  States,  will  incontestably  prove  the  practicability  of  its  ^plica- 
tion on  the  more  extensive  scale.     The  slave  population  of  the  United  States 
amounted,  in  1790,  to  697,697;  in  1800,  to  896,849;  in  1810,  to  1,101,364  ; 
and  in  1820,  to  1,538,128.    The  rale  of  annual  increase,  (rejecting  fractions, 
and  taking  the  integer  to  which  they  make  the  nearest  approach,)  during  the 
first  term  of  ten  years,  was  not  quite  three  per  cent,  per  annum ;  during  the 
second,  a  little  more  than  three  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  during  the  third,  a 
little  less  than  three  per  cent.    The  mean  ratio  of  increase  for  the  whole 
period  of  thirty  years,  was  very  little  more  than  three  per  cent,  per  annum. 
During  the  first  two  periods,  the  native  stock  was  augmented  by  importations 
from  Africa,  in  those  States  which  continued  to  tolerate  them,  and  by  the  ac- 
quisition of  Louisiana.    Virginia,  to  her  eternal  honour,  abolished  the  abomi- 
nable traffic  among  the  earliest  acts  of  her  self-government.    The  last  term 
alone  presents  the  natural  increase  of  the  capital  unaffected  by  any  extraneous 
causes.    That  authorizes,  as  a  safe  assumption,  that  the  future  increase  will 
not  exceed  three  per  cent,  per  annum.    As  our  population  increases,  the 
value  of  slave  labour  will  diminish,  in  consequence  of  the  superior  advan- 
tages in  the  employment  of  free  labour.    And  when  the  value  of  slave  la- 
bour shall  be  materially  lessened,  either  by  the  multiplication  of  the  supply 
of  slaves  beyond  the  demand,  or  by  the  competition  between  slave  and  free 
labour,  the  annual  increase  of  slaves  will  be  reduced,  in  consequence  of  the 
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abatement  of  the  motives  to  provide  for  and  rear  the  offspring. 

Assuming  the  future  increase  to  be  at  the  rate  of  three  per  cent,  per  an- 
num, the  annual  addition  to  the  number  of  slaves  in  the  United  States,  cal 
Ciliated  upon  the  return  of  the  lust  census  (1,538,128,)  is  46,000.  Applying 
the  data  which  have  been  already  stated  and  explained,  in  relation  to  the 
colonization  of  free  persons  of  colour  from  the  United  States  to  Africa,  to 
die  aggregate  annual  increase  both  bond  and  free  of  the  African  race,  and 
the  result  will  be  found  most  encouraging.  The  total  number  of  the  annual 
increase  of  both  descriptions,  is  52,000.  The  total  expense  of  transporting 
that  number  to  Africa,  (supposing  no  reduction  of  present  prices,)  would  be 
one  million  and  forty  thousand  dollars,  and  the  requisite  amount  of  tonnage 
would  be  only  130,000  tons  of  shipping,  about  one-ninth  part  of  the  mercan- 
tile marine  of  the  United  States.  Upon  the  supposition  of  a  vessel's  making 
two  voyages  in  the  year,  it  would  be  reduced  to  one  half,  65,000.  And  this 
quantity  would  be  still  further  reduced,  by  embracing  opportunities  of  inci- 
dental employment  of  vessels  belonging  both  to  the  mercantile  and  military 
marines. 
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But,  is  the  annual  application  of  $  1,040,000,  and  the  employment  of  65  «t 
even  130,000  tons  of  shipping,  considering  the  magnitude  of  the  object, 
beyond  the  ability  of  this  country  ?  Is  there  a  patriot,  looking  forward  to 
its  domestic  quiet,  its  happiness  and  its  glory,  that  would  not*  cheerfully, 
contribute  his  proportion  of  the  burthen  to  accomplish  a  purpose  so  great 
and  so  humane  ?  During  the  general  continuance  of  the  African  slave  trade, 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  slaves  have  been,  in  a  single  year,  imported  iat» 
Die  several  countries  whose  laws  authorized  their  admission.  Notwith- 
standing' the  vigilance  of  the  powers  now  engaged  to  suppress  the  slate 
trade,  I  have  received  information,  that  in  a  single  year,  in  the  single  island 
of  Cuba,  slaves  equal  in  amount  to  one  half  of  the  above  number  of  52,000 
have  been  illicitly  introduced.  Is  it  possible  that  those  who  are  concerned  in 
an  infamous  traffic,  can  effect  more  than  the  States  of  this  Union,  if  they  were 
seriously  to  engage  in  the  good  work ?  Is  it  credible — is  it  not  a  libel  upon  hu- 
man nature  to  suppose,  that  the  triumphs  of  fraud  and  violence  and  iniquitjr, 
can  surpass  those  of  virtue  and  benevolence  and  humanity  ? 

The  population  of  the  United  States,  being,  at  this  time,  estimated  at 
about  ten  millions  of  the  European  race,  and  two  of  the  African,  on  the  sup- 
position of  the  annual  colonization  of  a  number  of  the  latter,  equal  to  the 
annual  increase,  of  both  of  its  classes,  during  the  whole  period  necessary  to 
the  process  of  duplication  of  our  numbers,  they  would,  at  the  end  of  that 
period,  relatively  stand  twenty  millions  for  the  white,  and  two  for  the  black 
portion,    Dut  an  annual  exportation  of  a  number  equal  to  the  annual  increase, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  term,  and  persevered  in  to  the  end  of  it,  would  ac- 
complish more  than  to  keep  the   parent  stock  standing.      The  Colonists 
would  comprehend  more  than  an  equal  proportion  of  those  of  the  prolific 
ages.     Few  of  those  who  had  passed  that  age  would  migrate.     So  that  the 
annual  increase  of  those  left  behind,  would  continue  gradually,  but,  at  first, 
insensibly,  to  diminish  ;  and,  by  the  expiration  of  the  period  of  duplication, 
it  would  be  found  to  have  materially  abated.     But  it  is  not  merely  the  greater 
relative  safety  and  happiness  which  woidd,  at  the  termination  of  that  period, 
be  the  condition  of  the  whites.    Their  ability  to  give  further  stimulus  to  the 
cause  of  colonization  will  have  been  doubled,  whilst  the  subjects  on  which,  it 
would  have  to  operate,  will  have  decreased  or  remained  stationary.    If  the 
business  of  colonization  should  be  regularly  continued  during  two  periods  of 
duplication,  at  the  end  of  the  second,  the  whites  would  stand  to  the  blacks, 
as  forty  millions  to  not  more  than  two,  whilst  the  same  ability  will  have  been 
quadrupled.     Even  if  colonization  should  then  altogether  cease,  the  propor- 
tion of  the  African  to  the  European  race,  will  be  so  small,  that  the  most 
may  then,  for  ever,  dismiss  all  ideas  of  danger  from  within  or  without, 
count  of  that  incongruous  and  perilous  element  in  our  population. 

Further,  by  the  annual  withdrawal  of  52,000  persons  of  colour,  there  would 
be  annual  space  created  for  an  equal  number  of  the  white  race.  The  period, 
therefore,  of  duplication  of  the  whites,  by  the  laws  which  govern  poputatios, 
would  be  accelerated. 
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Such,  Mr.  Vice  President,  is  the  project  of  the  Society,  and  such  is  the 
extension  and  use  which  may  be  made  of  the  principle  of  colonization,  in 
application  to  our  slave  population,  by  those  States  which  are  alone  com- 
petent to  undertake  and  execute  it.  All,  or  any  one,  of  the  States  which 
tolerate  slavery,  may  adopt  and  execute  it,  by  co-operation '  or  separate  ex- 
ertion. If  I  could  be  instrumental  in  eradicating-  this  deepest  stain  upon  the 
character  of  our  country,  and  removing  all  cause  of  reproach  on  account  of 
it  by  foreign  nations— if  I  could  only  be  instrumental  in  ridding  of  this  foul 
blot  that  revered  State  that  gave  me  birth,  or  that  not  less  beloved  State 
which  kindly  adopted  me  as  her  son,  J  would  not  exchange  the  proud  satis- 
faction which  I  should  enjoy,  for  the  honour  of  all  the  triumphs  ever  decreed 
to  the  most  successful  conquerer. 

Having,  I  hope,  shown  that  the  plan  of  the  Society  is  not  visionary,  but  ra- 
tional and  practicable;  that  a  Colony  d«.es  in  fact  exist,  planted  under  its  au- 
spices ;  that  free  people  are  willing  and  anxious  to  go ;  and  that  the  right  of 
soil  as  well  as  of  Sovereignty  may  be  acquired  in  vast  tracts  of  country  in 
Africa,  abundantly  sufficient  for  all  the  purposes  of  the  most  ample  Colo- 
ny, and  at  prices  almost  only  nominal,  the  task  which  remains  to  me  of  shew-  x 
ing  the  beneficial  consequences  which  would  attend  the  execution  of  the 
scheme,  is  comparatively  easy.  x 

Of  the  utility  of  a  total  separation  of  the  two  incongruous  portions  of  our 
population,  supposing  it  to  be  practicable,  none  have  Jkqploubted.  The 
mode  of  accomplishing  that  most  desirable  object,  has  alone  divided  public 
opinion.  Colonization  in  Hayti,  for  a  time,  had  its  partizans.  Without 
throwing  any  impediments  in  the  way  of  executing  that  scheme,  the  Ameri- 
can Colonization  Society  has  steadily  adhered  to  its  own.  The  Hay  tien  pro- 
ject has  passed  away.  Colonization  beyond  the  Stony  Mountains  has  some- 
times been  proposed;  but  it  would  be  attended  with  an  expense  and  diffi- 
culties far  surpassing  the  African  project,  whilst  it  would  not  unite  the  same 
animating  motives.  There  is  a  moral  fitness  in  the  idea  of  returning  to  Afri-  l 
ca  her  children,  whose  ancestors  have  been  torn  from  her  by  the  ruthless 
hand  of  fraud  and  violence.  Transplanted  in  a  foreign  land,  they  will  carry 
back  to  their  native  soil  the  rich  fruits  of  religion,  civilization,  law  and  liber- 
ty. May  it  not  be  one  of  the  great  designs  of  the  Ruler  of  the  Universe, 
(whose  ways  are  often  inscrutable  by  short  sighted  mortals,)  thus  to  transform 
an  original  crime  into  a  signal  blessing,  to  that  most  unfortunate  portion  of  . 
the  Globe.  Of  all  classes  of  our  population,  the  most  vicious  is  that  of  thej* 
free  coloured.  It  is  the  inevitable  result  of  their  moral,  political,  and  civil 
degradation.  Contaminated  themselves,  they  extend  their  fices  to  all  around  . 
them,  to  the  slaves  and  to  the  whites.  If  the  principle  of  colonization  should 
be  confined  to  them ;  if  a  Colony  can  be  firmly  established  and  successfully 
continued  in  Africa,  which  should  draw  off  annually,  an  amount  of  that  por- 
tion of  our  population  equal  to  its  annual  increase,  much  good  will  be  done. 
if  the  principle  be  adopted  and  applied  by  the  States,  whose  laws  ssnetien 
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the  existence  of  slavery,  to  an  extent  equal  to  the  annual  increase  of  slaves, 
still  greater  good  will  be  done.  This  good  will  be  felt  by  the  Africans  who 
go,  by  the  Africans  who  remain,  by  the  white  population  of  our  country,  by- 
Africa,  and  by  America.  It  is  a  project  which  recommends  itself  to  favour 
in  all  the  aspects  in  which  it  can  be  contemplated.  It  will  do  good  in  every 
and  any  extent  in  which  it  may  be  executed.  It  is  a  circle  of  philanthropy, 
every  segment  of  which  tells  and  testifies  to  the  beneficence  of  the  whole. 

Every  emigrant  to  Africa  is  a  missionary  carrying  with  him  credentials"  in 
.  the  holy  cause  of  civilization,  religion,  and  free  institutions.  Why  is  it  that 
the  degree  of  success  of  missionary  exertions  is  so  limited,  and  so  discour* 
aging  to  those  whose  piety  and  benevolence  prompt  thera?  Is  it  not  be- 
cause  the  missionary  is  generally  an  alien  and  a  stranger,  perhaps  of  a  differ- 
ent colour  and  from  a  different  tribe  ?  There  is  a  sort  of  instinctive  feeling  of 
jealousy  and  distrust  towards  foreigners  which  repels  and  rejects  them  in  all 
countries;  and  this  feeling  is  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  ignorance  and 
barbarism  which  prevail.  But  the  African  Colonists,  whom  we  send  to  con- 
vert the  heathen,  are  of  the  same  colour,  the  same  family,  the  same  physical 
constitution.  When  the  purposes  of  the  Colony  shall  be  fully  understood, 
they  will  be  received  as  long  lost  brethren  restored  to  the  embraces  of  then- 
friends  and  their  kindred,  by  the  dispensations  of  a  wise  Providence. 

The  Society  is  reproached  for  agitating  this  question.  It  should  be  recol- 
lected that  the  ^isj^ence  of  free  people  of  colour  is  not  limited  to  the  States 
only  which  tolerate  slavery.  The  evil  extends  itself  to  all  the  States,  and 
Some  of  those  which  do  not  allow  of  slavery,  (their  cities  especially)  expe- 
rience the  evil  in  an  extent  even  greater  than  it  exists  in  the  slave  States. 
A  common  evil  confers  a  right  to  consider  and  apply  a  common  remedy. 
Nor  is  it  a  valid  objection  that  this  remedy  is  partial  In  its  operation,  or  dis- 
tant in  its  efficacy.  A  patient,  writhing  under  the  tortures  of  excruciating 
disease,  asks  of  his  physician  to  cure  him  if  he  can,  and,  if  he  cannot*  to  miti- 
gate his  sufferings.  But  the  remedy  proposed,  if  generally  adopted  and  per- 
se veringly  applied,  for  a  sufficient  length  of  time,  should  it  not  entirely  eradi- 
cate the  disease,  will  enable  the  body  politic  to  bear  it  without  danger  and 
without  suffering. 

We  are  reproached  with  doing  mischief  by  the  agitation  of  this  question. 
The  Society  goes  into  no  household  to  disturb  its  domestic  tranquillity;  it 
addresses  itself  to  no  slaves  to  weaken  their  obligations  of  obedience.  It 
•  seeks  to  affect  no  man's  property.  It  neither  has  the  power  nor  the  will  to 
affect  the  property  of  any  one,  contrary  to  his  consent.  The  execution  of 
its  scheme  wouldiaugment  instead  of  diminishing  the  value  of  the  property 
left  behind.  The  Society,  composed  of  free  men,  concerns  itself  only  with  the 
ifree.  Collateral  consequences,  wc  are  not  responsible  for.  It  is  not  this 
Society  which  has  produced  the  great  moral  revolution  which  the  age  ex- 
hibits. What  would  they,  who  thus  reproach  us,  have  done  ?  If  they  would 
repress  all  tendencies  towards  Liberty  and  ultimate  emancipation,  they  must 
do  more  than  put  down  the  benevolent  efforts  of  this  Society.    They  must 
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go  back  to  the  era  of  our  Liberty,  and  Independence,  and  muzzle  the  cannon 
which  thunders  its  annual  jo>ous  return.  They  must  revive  the  slave  trade 
with  all  its  train  of  atrocities.  .  They  roust  suppress  the  workings  of  British 
philanthropy,  seeking  to  meliorate  the  condition  of  the  unfortunate  West  In- 
dian slaves.  They  must  arrest  the  career  of  South  American  deliverance 
from  thraldom.  They  must  blow  out  the  moral  lights  around  us,  and  extin- 
guish that  greatest  torch  of  all  which  America  presents  to  a  benighted  world, 
pointing  the  way  to  their  rights,  their  liberties,  and  their  happiness.  And 
when  they  have  achieved  all  these  purposes,  their  work  will  be  yet  incom- 
plete. They  must  penetrate  the  human  soul,  and  eradicate  the  light  of  rea- 
son and  the  love  of  liberty.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  when  universal  dark-  - 
ness  and  despair  prevail,  can  you  perpetuate  slavery,  and  repress  all  sympa- 
thies and  all  humane  and  benevolent  efforts  among  freemen,  in  behalf  of  the 
unhappy  portion  of  our  race  who  are  doomed  to  bondage.  _J 

Our  friends,  who  are  cursed  with  this  greatest  of  human  evils,  deserve  the, 
kindest  attention  and  consideration.  Their  property  and  their  safety  are  both 
involved.  But  the  liberal  and  candid  among  them  will  not,  cannot,  expect 
that  every  project  to  deliver  our  country  from  it  is  to  be  crushed,  because  of 
a  possible  and  ideal  danger. 

Animated  by  the  encouragement  of  the  past,  let  us  proceed  under  the 
cheering  prospects  which  lie  before  us.  Let  us  continue  to  appeal  to  the 
pious,  the  liberal,  and  the  wise.  Let  us  bear  in  mind  the  condition  of  our 
forefathers,  when,  collected  on  the  beach  of  England,  they  embarked,  amidst 
the  scoffings  and  the  false  predictions  of  the  assembled  multitude,  for  this 
distant  land ;  and  here,  in*  spite  of  all  the  perils  of  forest  and  ocean,  which 
they  encountered,  successfully  laid  the  foundations  of  this  glorious  Republic. 
Undismayed  by  the  prophecies  of  the  presumptuous,  let  us  supplicate  the 
aid  of  the  American  Representatives  of  the  people,  and  redoubling  our  la- 
bours, and  invoking  the  blessings  of  an  all-wise  Providence,  I  boldly  and  con- 
fidently anticipate  success.  I  hope  the  resolution  which  I  offer  will  be  unani- 
mously adopted. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Clay,  was  then  considered 
and  adopted. 

Mr.  Mercer  submitted  the  following  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions: i 

"  Whereas,  to  the  affliction  of  the  Christian  world,  the  African 
Slave  Trade,  notwithstanding  all  the  efforts,  past  and  present,  for 
its  suppression,  still  exists  and  is  conducted  with  aggravated  cru- 
elty* D7  tDe  resources  of  one  continent,  to  the  dishonour  of  ano- 
ther, and  to  an  extent  little  short  of  the  desolation  of  a  third ;  and 
it  is  now  apparent,  that  this  guilty  traffic  must  continue  without 
abatement,  so  long  as  there  remains  a  flag  to  cover  it  from  detec- 
tion, a  demand  for  its  victims,  and  the  African  coast  is  open  to 
his  incursions :  And  whereas,  its  utter  abolition  is  essential  to 
the  security  of  African  labour,  and  a  safeguard  of  African  Colo- 
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nization  was  early  avowed  to  be  one  of  the  objects  of  the  Ameri- 
can Society  for  Colonizing  the  Free  People  of  Colour  of  the  Unit- 
ed States;  and  has  been,  at  all  times  since,  steadily  prosecuted, 
by  its  friends  in  the  councils  of  the  Union  :• 

Be  it  tlierefore  resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  pre* 
pare,  and  to  cause  to  be  translated  into  the  several  languages  of 
most  current  use,  in  Europe  and  America,  a  memorial  to  the  Sove- 
reign authority  of  every  maritime  nation  on  both  Continents, 
earnestly  soliciting  the  denunciation  of  the  Slave  Trade  as  piracy. 

And  be  it  farther  resolved.  That  the  memorials  having  been  ap- 
proved and  attested,  by  the  signature  of  the  President  of  the  So- 
ciety, shall  be  forwarded,  by  his  advice,  to  their  respective  desti- 
'  nations. 

In  introducing*  his  resolution,  Mr.  Mercer  said  that,  admonished  by  the  late- 
ness of  the  hour  to  which  the  present  meeting'  had  been  protracted,  he  should 
consume  but  a  few  minutes  in  recommending  to  (he  Society  the  resolution  which 
he  had  the  honour  to  submit.  What  he  should  say,  would  be  prompted  ra- 
ther by  the  desire  to  vindicate  from  seeming  presumption,  the  means  which 
the  resolution  devised  for  the  attainment  of  its  object,  than  the  end  itself 
which  had  already  received  the  countenance  of  the  National  Legislature,  in 
an  act  which  denounced  the  African  slave  trade  to  be  piracy.  An  example 
which  had  been  promptly  followed  in  Europe,  by  the  nation  most  distinguish 
ed  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe,  for  her  zealous  and  persevering,  though  hi- 
therto unavailing  efforts  to  abolish  this  criminal  traffic.  It  was  known  that 
at  the  time  when  he  had  the  honour  of  first  calling  the  attention  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  the  remedy  which  the  resolution  proposes  for  an 
evil,  so  obstinate  and  inveterate  as  to  have  baffled  all  others,  the  entire  adju- 
dications of  those  complex  courts  of  mixed  commission  established  at  so 
much  international  labour,  by  Great  liritain,  amounted  to  but  nine  in  number: 
and  at  the  seat  of  that  tribunal  which  overlooked  the  greatest  mart  for  slaves 
in  the  West  Indies,  the  Havana,  there  had  not  then  been  a  single  condemnation. 

The  subsequent  progress  of  these  tribunals,  said  he,  had  not  the  means  of 
tracing',  but  it  was  notorious  tliat  since  the  period  to  which  he  had  referred, 
the  trade  in  question  had  been  extended  with  circumstances  of  aggravated 
cruelty  and  atrocity.  Of  both  its  extent  and  horror,  the  African  Institution 
afforded  conclusive  and  mournful  evidence.  It  presented  a  detailed  list  cf  the 
names  of  two  hundred  and  eighteen  vessels  believed  to  be  engaged  in  it* 
prosecution  in  the  year  1824,  of  which  sixty-tight  were  Spanish,  sixty-three 
Brazilian,  thirty-nine  French,  twenty  Portuguese,  two  Dutch,  one  Swedish, 
and  one,  to  the  dishonour  of  our  own  flag,  Americau.  Twenty-four  otbeo 
have  their  names  enrolled  in  this  dark  catalogue,  without  a  designation  of 
their  origin.  How  many  others  escaped  in  that  year  the  vigilance  of  en- 
quiry and  pursuit,  must  be  the  subject  of  conjecture,  from  the  number  known 
and  designated.  But  of  each  of  those  whose  existence,  employment,  and 
names  are  ascertained  and  reported,  diligently  prosecuted  its  gainful  com- 
merce, not  fewer  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  victims  swelled  the 
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profits  of  their  cupidity.  Of  these  victims,  probably  not  fewer  than  twenty 
,  thousand  found  a  watery  grave  in  the  middle  passage,  or  perished  under  the 
diseases  incident  to  its  loathsome  imprisonment  after  their  arrival  at  their  des- 
tined market  More  than  twenty  thousand  reached,  in  that  year,  the  single 
port  of  Rio  Janeiro,  in  the  dominions  of  his  Imperial  Majesty  of  Brazil,  whose 
minister,  on  his  recognition  in  this  capital,  as  the  representative  of  an  inde- 
pendent nation,  was  instructed  to  inform  our  own  Government,  that  his  master 
concurred  in  the  views  of  the  United  States,  respecting  the  slave  trade,  and 
would  adopt  the  earliest  practicable  means  for  its.  abolition ! 

It  is,  therefore,  more  manifest  than  ever,  that  the  mere  exchange  of  the. 
right  of  search,  sustaining  a  system  of  mixed  tribunals,  inefficient  at  all  timet, 
and  subject  to  the  derangements  of  war  between  their  common  sovereigns, 
are  incompetent,  separately,  or  taken  together,  to  the  end  of  greatly  dimi- 
nishing, much  less  of  totally  abolishing  this  execrable  commerce. 

It  is  only  by  making  it  tlje  object  of  universal  detection  and  punishment 
wherever  its  perpetrators  can  be  arrested,  by  stamping  upon  it  the  seal  of  inde- 
lible infamy,  and  assuring  its  certain  and  heavy  chastisement,  by  making  it  pi- 
racy by  the  consent  of  all  nations,  And  investing  it  with  all  the  consequences 
which  the  established  law  and  usage  of  nations  attach  to  this  crime,  that  it  can 
be  hunted  off  the  globe  as  other  piracies  are. 

Both  wit  and  argument  indeed,  have  been  pointed  against  this  denomina- 
tion of  an  offence,  which  was  not  only  tolerated,  but  encouraged,  at  one  pe- 
riod of  modern  Europe,  by  all  maritime  nations.  But,  at  no  very  remote  pe- 
riod, was  every  where  construed  to  confer  the  right  to  reduce  its  prisoners 
and  their  posterity  to  perpetual  slavery,  without  distinction  of  colour.  This 
barbarous  rigour  brought  the  Helot  to  Sparta,,  as  well  as  the  Ethiopian  to 
Rome.  If  the  mild  spirit  of  Christianity,  of  that  religion  which  teaches  man 
to  «•  do  unto  othere  as  he  would  have  them  to  do  unto  him,"  has  loosened  the 
hold  of  successful  valour  upon  its  European  captives,  does  not  the  same  law 
loosen  the  bands  which  force  has  put  upon  the  African  ?  If  robbery  on  the 
high  seas,  and  on  its  desolate  and  b^arbaaous  scores,  be  piracy,  without  the  ac- 
companiment of  murder,  shall  not  that  robbery  which  fastens  on  the  person 
of  the  proprietor,  and  all  that  he  holds  dear  in  life,  which  so  often  extinguish- 
es life  itself,  by  pestilence  and  slow  consuming  disease,  be  also  piracy  ?  Such. 
in  the  early  age  of  Greece,  from  tyhose  language  we  derive  this  word,  was 
the  chief  occupation  of  the  sea-robber,  who,  like  the  modern  Turk,  infested 
the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean,  to  make  captive  and  consign  to  slavery  the 
peaceful  labourers  of  its  coasts  and  islands.  The  Mahometan  corsair  long 
practised,  and  still  keeps  up  this  warfare  even  in  Europe ;  and  thus  still  makes 
as  formerly,  occasional  reprisals  on  her  Southern  border,  for  those  cruel  inju- 
ries which  the  European  Christian  trader  inflicts  on  Western  Africa.  If  the 
one  deserve  to  be  regarded  as  a  pirate,  does  not  the  other  equally  so.  If  there 
be  any  inequality  in  their  guilt,  it  is  that  the  one  does  not  trespass  against  the 
religion  wluch  his  prophet  taught  him  to  propagate,  not  by  love,  but  by 
the  sword.    Not  so  the  Christian,  whose  gospel  is  peace,  gentleness,  aiu) 
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mercy.  But  the  concurrent  statutes  of  Great  Britain  and  America,  have  fixed 
upon  this  ctime  against  humanity,  its  true  denomination.  It  is  now  piracy,  as 
regards  the  operation  of  the  laws  of  each  nation,  upon  its  own  subjects  or 
citizens.  In  the  English  tongue,  it  is  every  where  piracy.  The  object  of  the 
resolution  is  to  extend  this  denomination  of  this  offence,  to  the  statutes  and 
languages  of  all  civilized  maritime  powers ;  that,  incorporated  in  the  common 
law  of  nations,  it  may  meet  with  the  punishment  which  it  now  escapes,  under 
cover  of  the  dishonoured  flags  of  so  many  States,  who  either  connive  at  its 
practice,  or  withhold  the  only  means  of  its  detection  and  punishment 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  from  which  the  late  abor- 
tive negotiation  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  on  this  subject, 
sprung,  from  the  desire  of  the  popular  branch  of  the  National  Legislature,  t» 
establish,  by  international  agreement,  that  denomination  of  this  offence,  which 
the  cotemporary  legislation  of  Congress  had  so  justly  affixed  to  it.  The 
abortive  issue  of  that  negotiation,  and  the  subsequent  rejection  of  a  similar 
treaty  with  the  Republic  of  Colombia,  arising  from  an  unfortunate  disagree- 
ment between  the  Senate  and  the  Executive,  leave  no  hope  for  success  for 
the  object  of  the  proposed  resolution,  through  the  direct  agency  of  that 
branch  of  our  Government  charged  with  our  foreign  relations.  It  is,  there- 
fore, only  by  a  direct  appeal  to  the  humanity  of  other  States,  through  the 
only  channels  open  to  the  American  Colonization  Society,  that  the  resolution 
which  I  have  just  read,  said  Mr.  if .  proposes  to  renew  the  suspended  efforts 
of  the  United  States  to  extend  the  principle  of  their  criminal  code  to  other 
nations,  until,  by  universal  acquiescence,  they  shall  become  the  foundation  of 
that  universal  law  which  the  tribunals  of  the  civilized  world  are  authorized  to 
enforce.  The  security  of  the  American  Colony,  the  interesting  report  proves 
to  be  in  some  degree  dependent  on  the  success  of  these  efforts ;  and  not  its  se- 
curity only,  but  the  fruition  of  any  rational  hope  that  can  be  indulged,  of 
promoting  African  civilization,  which  Obviously  depends  on  the  security  of 
African  labour. 

While,  from  these  considerations,  the  resolution  submitted  to  .the  Society, 
it  is  hoped,  will  derive  an  apology  for  its  mover/it  becomes  his  duty  to  shew 
that  its  adoption  may  promote  the  end  which  it  proposes.  And  here,  it  might 
seem  to  argue  some  presumption  to  hope  for  success  from  the  appeal  of  ■ 
private  Society  to  that  humanity  which  has  been  invoked,  in  vain,  by  the  zea- 
lous efforts  of  the  most  powerful  maritime  State  of  the  world,  i£  indeed, 
since  the  Congress  of  Vienna  denounced  this  traffic,  without  universally  con- 
curring in  any  measure  for  its  immediate  abolition,  there  had  not  been  a  fa- 
vourable change  in  the  circumstances  of  two  of  those  States,  who  influenced 
the  deliberations  of  that  Congress,  and  the  very  absence  of  any 
power  on  the  American  Society,  to  enforce  its  requests,  did  not  remove 
obstacle  at  least  to  their  success,  on  the  pride  of  those  to  whom  they  are  ad- 
dressed. 

Portugal,  separated  from  Brazil  and  Spain,  severed  from  her  Colonies  on  the 
Continent,  have  scarcely  a  remaining  interest  opposed  to  the  fb- 
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jcct  of  the  resolution,  and  all  the  independent  States  of  America,  with  the 
solitary  exception  of  Brazil,  have,  by  laws  of  greater  or  leas  severity,  de- 
nounced and  prohibited  the  African  Slave  Trade. 

The  singular  inconsistency  of  France,  in  denouncing,  and  at  the  same  time 
permitting  this  traffic  to  pass  unpunished  before  her  eyes,  is  in  part  to  be  t» 
plained  by  her  jealousy  of  her  ancient  rival,  whose  motives  for  a  stipulated  ex* 
change  of  the  right  of  search,  she  suspects,  and  who  having  so  recently  wit- 
nessed a  British  army  in  her  capital,  revolts  at  every  seeming  concession  to 
British  power.  Even  m  France,  whose  abused  flag  covers  so  large  a  share  of 
this  iniquitous  traffic,  a  public  sentiment  against  it  has  arisen,  and  is  rapidly 
spreading,  which  must,  ere  long,  reach  the  heart  of  her  legislative  councils, 
and  of  her  Sovereign.  A  gallant  nation  cannot  see  its  standard  used  to  pro- 
tect the  vilest  criminals  from  merited  punishment,  and  will  more  readily  listen 
to  the  testimony  of  this  revolting  abuse  of  its  honour,  through  the  memorial  of 
a  humane  Society,  than  the  diplomatic  correspondence  of  her  powerful  and 
ancient  rival. 

Mr.  Mercer  concluded,  by  an  apology  for  having  so  far  exceeded  the  com- 
pass to  which,  when  he  rose,  he  had  designed  to  limit  his  remarks. 

The  following  Committee  was  then  appointed  to  carry  its  object 

into  effect,  viz.  Gen-  Mercer,  Gen.  Jones,  and  Dr.  Laurie. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Samuel  Bayard,  Esq.  of  New-Jersey, 

Resolved,  That  this  Society,  deeply  impressed  with  the  loss  its 
cause  has  sustained  by  the  deaths  of  the  Rev.  Horace  Sessions, 
the  Rev.  Calvin  Holton,  and  Mr.  Charles  L.  Force,  will 
cherish,  with  gratitude  and  affection,  the  memory  of  these  devoted 
friends  to  Africa. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  J.  N.  Campbell, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  presented  to  Rich- 
ard Smith,  Esq.  Treasurer,  for  the  very  important  services 
which  he  has  long  and  gratuitously  rendered  to  this  Institution. 

On  motion  of  Doctor  Laurie,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  meeting  be  given  to  the  Hon. 
Richard  Rush,  for  the  very  .able  manner  in  which  he  has  pre- 
sided during  the  present  meeting. 

A  Committee  was  then  appointed  consisting  of  F.  S.  Key,  Esq. 
and  Gen.  W.  Jones,  who  nominated  the  following  gentlemen  as 
officers  of  the  Society,  for  the  ensuing  year: 
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OFFICERS. 

Hbn.  Bushrod  Washington,  President. 

Vice-  Presidents. 

Hon.  William  H.  Crawford,  of  Georgia, 
fton.  Henry  Clay,  of  lyashington, 
Hon.  William  Philips,  of  Massachusetts^ 
Col.  Henry  Rutgers,  of  New-York, 
Hon.  John  £.  Howard,  of  Maryland, 
Hon.  John  C.  Herbert,  do. 

Robt  Ralston,  Esq.  of  Philadelphia, 
Gen.  John  Mason;  of  Georgetown,  D.  C. 
Samuel  Bayard,  Esq*  of  New-Jersey, 
Isaac  McKim,  Esq.  of  Maryland, 
Gen.  John  Hartwell  Cocke,  of  Virginia, 
Right  Rev.  Bishop  White,  ef  Pennsylvania, 
William  H.  Eitehugh*  Esq.  of  Virginia, 
Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  of  Boston, 
Gen.  Charles  F.  Mercer,  of  Virginia, 
Jeremiah  Day,  D.  D.  of  Yale  College, 
0       General  Lafayette, 

Hon.  John  Marshall,  of  Virginia, 
c  Hon.  Richard  Rush,  Washington  City. 

Managers. 

Francis  S.  Key,  Esq.  Rev.  William  Hawley, 

Walter  Jones,  Esq;  .  Col.  Henry  Ashton, 

Rev.  Dr.  James  Laurie,  Joseph  Gales,  Jan.  Esq. 

Rev.  Dr.  S.  B.  Batch,  Dr.  Thomas  Henderson, 

Rev.  O.  B.  Brown,  Rev.  John  N.  Campbell, 

Dr.  William  Thornton,  Thomas  Randall,  Esq.* 

Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  Secretary, 
Richard  Smith,  Esq.  Treasurer, 
John  Underwood,  Recorder. 

*  Chosen  in  the  room  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wifancr,  *ho  has  removed  from  the 
District  of  Columbia. 
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Ten  years  have  now  elapsed,  since  a  few  individuals 
assembled  in  this  city,  and  deliberately  formed  them* 
Selves  into  an  Institution  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
a  Colony  of  the  Free  People  of  Colour  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  coast  of  Africa. 

An  enterprise  of  such  a  nature,  so  vast  in  conception, 
various  in  its  relations,  and  remote  in  its  consequences 
and  its  benefits,  was  seen  to  be  involved  in  uncertainty, 
because  relying  for  its  full  execution  upon  the  aid  of 
those,  whose  approbation  could  not  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected, until  created  by  other  evidences  of  its  utility, 
than  those  which  the  scheme,  as  merely  theoretick,  pre* 
sented  td  the  public  mind. 

But  should  the  means  be  contributed  for  demonstrat- 
ing, experimentally,  the  utility  of  the  plans  of  the  So- 
ciety, so  far,  as  the  actual  establishment  of  a  Colony  on 
the  African  coast  could  be  regarded  as  such  demonstra- 
tion, still,  it  was  manifest,  that,  on  the  delicate  but  mo- 
mentous question  of  the  probable  effects  of  this  Colony 
upon  the  condition  and  interests  of  the  great  mass  of  our 
coloured  population,  two  opinions  would  be  adopted,  en- 
tirely contradictory,  and  both,  therefore,  widely  vary- 
ing from  the  real  purposes  and  hopes  of  the  Institution. 

The  want  of  satisfactory  information  concerning  the 
sail,  climate,  and  natives  of  Africa,  and  the  methods 
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most  expedient  to  be  adopted  lor  the  acquisition  of  Ter- 
ritory,  and  the  very  general  aversion  of  the  Free  People 
of  Colour  to  a  design,  which  all  of  them  could  feel  to  be 
hazardous,  but  which  few  could  comprehend ;  increasing, 
as  it  necessarily  must,  the  indifference  of  those  of  our 
citizens  who  are  governed  rather  by  sympathy  than  re- 
flection; constituted  obstacles  truly  formidable,  but  which 
it  was  impossible  to  avoid. 

It  iflay  not  perhaps  be  irrelevant  to  the  present  occa- 
sion, to  consider  for  a  moment,  by  what  motives  and  ar- 
guments the  founders  of  this  Society  were  enabled  to 
sustain  themselves  in  their  earliest  efforts  for  a  came, 
embarrassed  by  difficulties  so  numerous  and  immense! 
and  so  destitute  of  attraction  to  the  eye  of  an  ordinary 
observer. 

There  was  a  moral  grandeur  in  the  design  itself,  which 
rendered  the  bare  possibility  of  its  accomplishment  a 
motive  sufficient  to  justify  every  possible  exertion.    It 
presented  itself  in  relations  infinitely  important  to  those 
whom  it  would  remove  from  our  shores ;  was  seen  con- 
nected with  the  domestic  happiness,  social  order,  politi- 
cal strength,  and  all  the  higher  interests  of  our  country; 
and  seemed  to  offer  the  only  hope,  of  rescuing  Africa 
from  the  invaders  of  her  rights,  and  the  murderers  of 
her  children,  and  of  imparting  to  her  tribes,  whose  sable 
aspect  is  but  the  shadow  of  a  darker  mind,  the  pure  and 
undying  light  of  our  religion. 

In  the  operations  of  the  Society,  it  was  obvious  that 
the  principal  difficulties  must  be  encountered  at  the  out- 
set. That  a  few  enlightened  citizens  might  be  induced 
to  furnish  the  means  for  exploring  the  coast  of  Africa, 
there  was  reason  to  hope ;  and  a  favourable  report  from 
those  delegated  for  this  purpose,  could  not  fail  to  secure 
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aid  for  the  emigration  of  such  intelligent  and  energetic 
adventurers  as  have  never  been  found  wanting  to  enter- 
prises of  the  most  arduous  and  dangerous  character. 
Every  practical  movement  of  the  Society  would  draw 
the  public  attention  to  its  plans,  and  if  successful,  exhi- 
bit evidence  of  their  utility  which  no  developement  of  a 
theory,  however  plausible,  could  produce.  Accounts 
from  Africa  would  be  perused  by  all ;  by  the  fanciful 
and  inquisitive  for  the  novelty  of  their  statements,  by 
the  thoughtful  and  pious  to  learn  the  character  of  its  in- 
habitants, and  the  best  methods  of  instructing  them  in 
the  principles  of  our  faith.  Thus  reflection  would  be 
excited,  and  the  objects  of  the  Society  become  better 
understood ;  a  knowledge  of  their  nature  would  secure 
belief  in  their  importance ;  the  spirit  of  charity  would 
advance  with  the  progress  of  conviction ;  truth  and  time 
would  soften  down  prejudice ;  and  through  the  agency 
of  the  press,  unremitted  efforts  and  fervent  prayer,  the 
thoughts  which  dwelt  at  first  in  the  breasts  of  a  few, 
might  finally  enlist  the  sympathies  and  command  the 
powers  of  the  nation. 

Animated  by  such  considerations,  the  original  Mana- 
gers of  this  Society  resolved  to  proceed,  and  the  history 
of  their  operations  for  the  last  ten  years,  as  detailed  in 
their  Annual  Reports,  will  show  the  sobriety  of  their 
purposes,  and  the  reasonableness  of  their  hopes. 

The  facts  connected  with  the  efforts  of  the  Society 
during  the  last  year,  and  now  to  be  presented  to  this 
Meeting,  will  add,  the  Managers  trust,  no  little  weight 
to  the  accumulated  evidence  heretofore  adduced,  of  the 
practicableness  and  expediency  of  the  scheme  in  which 
they  are  engaged. 
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It  was  stated  by  the  Managers  in  their  last  Report, 
that  the  liberality  of  their  friends  had  enabled  them  to 
despatch  for  the  Colony  the  brig  Vine  with  thiHy  four 
emigrants,  a  missionary,  and  printer,  accompanied  by  the 
.Rev.  Horace  Sessions,  an  Agent  of  the  Society,  who 
proposed  to  return  in  the  same  vessel ;  and  that  the  In* 
dian  Chief  was  about  to  depart  from  v  or  folk  with  a  much 
larger  number  of  passengers.  The  first  of  these  ves- 
sels sailed  from  Boston  on  the  fourth  of  January,  and 
arrived  at  Liberia  on  the  seventh  of  February ;  the  last 
left  Norfolk  on  the  15th  of  February,  and  completed  her 
passage  on  the  22d  of  March. 

A  printing  press,  with  all  its  necessary  appendage*, 
many  valuable  books,  and  other  articles  of  equal  import- 
ance, were  shipped  on  board  the  Vine  by  the  citizens  of 
Boston,  who  evinced  still  farther  their  liberality,  by  as- 
suming the  whole  expense  of  the  printing  establishment 
for  the  first  year.*    Eighteen  of  the  emigrants  by 
this  vessel  were,  just  before  their  departure,  at  their 
pwn  request,  organized  into  a  church,  and  the  impres- 
sive exercises  of  the  occasion,  upon  which  thousands  at- 
tended with  heartfelt  interest,  deepened  the  concern  for 
the  prosperity  of  the  expedition.     But  the  counsels  of 
Heaven  are  too  mysterious  for  human  scrutiny,  and  the 
Almighty  was  pleased  to  visit  this  little  company  with  a 
mortality  unprecedented  in  the  history  of  the  Colony. 
Scarcely  had  the  Managers  seen  announced  in  the  first 
sheet  ever  issued  from  the  Colonial  press,  the  arrival  of 
the  Vine,  before  they  received  the  mournful  tidings  of 
the  decease  of  the  Rev.  Horace  Sessions,  Mr.  Charles 
L.  Force,  the  printer,  and  twelve  of  the  emigrants, 
with  whom  others  must  now  be  reckoned,  including  the 

♦  Note  A. 


33 

missionary,  the  Rev.  Calvin  Holton,  making  in  all  nearly 
half  the  whole  number  of  those  who  embarked  from  New 
England.  But  the  attention  of  the  Meeting  is  not  left  to 
dwell  on  this  melancholy  statement. 

The  Indian  Chief  conveyed  to  Africa  one  hundred  and 
fifty-four  persons,  of  which  one  hundred  and  thirty* 
nine  were  from  the  State  of  North  Carolina.  Not  an 
individual  of  the  latter  number  suffered  materially  from 
sickness,  while  some  who  left  Norfolk  in  bid  health,  de- 
rived, ultimately,  benefit  from  the  change  of  climate. 
All  felt  more  or  less  severely  the  symptoms  of  fever, 
ague,  and  prostration  of  strength,  which  the  system  must 
necessarily  experience,  on  a  transition  from  a  temperate 
to  a  tropical  climate ;  but  they  soon  recovered  their  vi- 
gour, and  proceeded  to  the  erection  of  buildings,  and 
the  clearing  <5f  their  lands. 

As  both  these  expeditions  sailed  from  the  United 
States  in  the  winter,  the  striking  contrast  in  their  sub- 
sequent condition  is  doubtless  owing,  in  great  measure, 
to  the  wide  difference  in  the  change  experienced  by  the 
two  companies  of  emigrants ;  a  difference  which  must 
be  estimated  by  comparing  the  less  constitutional  liabili- 
ty to  tropical  disease,  and  the  lesser  influence  of  the 
season  affecting  those  from  the  South,  with  the  greater 
liability,  and  the  more  powerful  influence  of  the  season 
to  which  those  from  the  North  were  exposed.  It  has 
been  very  justly  remarked  by  the  Colonial  Agent,  that 
ap  it  would  be  rash  for  our  friends  in  North  Carolina  to 
conclude  that  no  emigrant  from  that  State  will  hereafter 
§uffer  from  the  African  climate,  so  it  would  be  equally 
wide  from  sober  calculation  for  the  citizens  of  New 
England  to  determine  from  a  single  experiment,  that 
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every  similar  movement  would  be  attended  with  a  like 
calamity. 

The  health  of  the  Colonists    (those  who    arrived 
in  the  Vine  excepted)  has  been  well  nigh  universal 
and  uninterrupted,  and  no  less  animated  and   robust 
than  that   which  they  enjoyed  in   America,      Among 
the  passengers  in  the  Indian  Chief,  the  symptoms  of 
disease  were,  in  many  instances,  only  sufficiently  de- 
veloped to  show  their  specific  character,  and  in  nearly 
every  case,  yielded  readily  to  the  power  of  medicine. 
Many  of  the  children  and  youth  exhibit  as  much  activity 
and  muscular  strength  as  the  natives  themselves;  and  "the 
adults  who  have  resided  for  some  years  in  the  Colony, 
seem  to  acquire  for  the  climate  a  peculiar  predilection." 
The  natives  of  the  coast  are  remarkable  for  their  vigor- 
ous and  well  proportioned  frames,  which  are  seldom  bro- 
ken or  debilitated  by  disease.  Probably  no  race  of  nen 
enjoy  health  more  uniformly,  or  in  greater  perfection 
It  is  a  fact  also  well  ascertained,  and  peculiarly  encour- 
aging in  reference  to  the  African  climate,  that  the  coun- 
try gradually  rises  from  the  sea- board  into  the  interiour, 
and  that  between  these  two  regions,  there  exists  a  differ- 
ence both  in  temperature  and   elevation  nearly  resem- 
bling what  is  found  in  our  own  Sour  hern  States. 

The  system  of  Government  established  with  the  fall 
consent  of  the  Colonists,  in  the  autumn  of  1824,  and 
which  the  Managers  had  the  happiness  to  represent  in 
thpir  last  Report,  as  having  thus  far  fulfilled  all  the  pur- 
poses of  its  institution,  has  continued  its  operations  dur- 
ing the  year  without  the  least  irregularity,  and  with 
undiminished  success.  The  republican  principle  is  in- 
troduced as  far  as  is  consistent  with  the  youthful  and 
unformed  character  of  the  settlement,  and  in  the  elec- 
tiou  of  their  officers  the  Colonists  have  evinced  such  in- 
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tegrity  and  judgment  as  afford  promise  of  early  pre- 
paration for  all  the  duties  of  self-government.  "  The 
civil  prerogatives  and  government  of  the  Colony  and 
the  body  of  the  laws  by  which  they  are  sustained,"  says 
the  Colonial  Agent,  "  are  the  pride  of  all.  I  am  hap- 
py in  the  persuasion  I  have,  that  I  hold  the  balance  of 
the  laws  in  the  midst  of  a  people,  with  whom  the  irst 
perceptible  inclination  of  the  sacred  scale  determines 
authoritatively,  their  sentiments  and  their  conduct. 
There  are  individual  exceptions,  but  these  remarks  ex- 
tend to  the  body  of  the  settlers."* 

The  moral  and  religious  character  of  the  Colony,  ex- 
erts a  powerful  influence  on  its  social  and  civil  condition. 
That  piety  which  had  guided  most  of  the  early  emi- 
grants to  Liberia,  even  before  they  left  this  country,  to 
respectability  and  usefulness  among  their  associates,  pre* 
pared  them,  in  laying  the  foundations  of  a  Colony,  to  act 
with  a  degree  -of  wisdom  and  energy  which  no  earthly 
motives  could  inspire.  Humble,  and  for  the  most  part 
unlettered  men ;  born  and  bred  in  circumstances  the 
most  unfavourable  to  mental  culture ;  unsustained  by  the 
hope  of  renown,  and  unfamiliar  with  the  history  of  great 
achievements  and  heroic  virtues,  their's  was  nevertheless 
a  spirit  unmoved  by  dangers  or  by  sufferings,  which 
misfortunes  could  not  darken,  nor  death  dismay,  f  They 
left  America,  and  felt  that  it  was  forever :  they  landed 
in  Africa,  possibly  to  find  a  home,  but  certainly  a  grave. 
Strange  would  it  have  been  had  the  religion  of  every 
individual  of  these  early  settlers  proved  genuine  ;  but 
immensely  changed  as  have  been  their  circumstances 
and  severely  tried  their  faith,  most  have  preserved  un- 
tarnished the  honours  of  their  profession,  and  to  the  pu- 
rity of  their  morals  and  the  consistency  of  their  conduct, 

*  Note  b.  -    f  Kote  c- 
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is  in  a  great  measure  to  be  attributed  the  social  order 
and  general  prosperity  of  the  Colony  of  Liberia.  Their 
example  has  proved  most  salutary ;  and  while  subse- 
quent emigrants  have  Found  themselves  awed  and  re- 
strained, by  their  regularity,  seriousness  and  devotion 
the  pdor  natives  have  given  their  confidence  and  ac- 
knowledged the  excellence  of  practical  Christianity. 
"  It  deserved«record,"  says  Mr.  Ashmun,  u  that  religion 
has  been  the  principal  agent  employed  in  laying  and 
confirming  the  foundations  of  the  settlement.  To  this 
sentiment  ruling,  restraining,  and  actuating  the  minds 
of  a  large  proportion  of  the  Colonists,  m  ust  be  referred 
the  whole  strength  of  our  civil  government."  Exam- 
ples of  intemperance,  profaneness  or  licentiousness,  are 
extremely  rare,  and  vice,  wherever  it  exists,  is  obliged 
to  seek  concealment  from  the  public  eye.  The  Sabbath 
is  universally  respected ;  Sunday  schools,  both  for  the 
children  of  the  Colony  and  for  the  natives,  are  establish- 
ed ;  all  classes  attend  regularly  upon  the  worship  of  God ; 
some  charitable  associations  have  been  formed  for  the 
benefit  of  the  heathen ;  and  though  it  must  not  be  con- 
ceded, that  the  deep  concern  on  the  subject  of  religion* 
which  resulted,  towards  the  conclusion  of  the  year  1823^ 
in  the  public  profession  of  Christianity  by  about  fifty 
Colonists,  has  in  a  measure  subsided,  and  some  few  caseft 
of  delinquency  since  occurred ;  and  though  there  are 
faults  growing  out  of  the  early  condition  and  habits  of 
the  settlers  which  require  amendment;  yet  the  Managers 
have  reason  to  believe,  that  there  is  a  vast  and  increasing 
preponderance  on  the  side  of  correct  principle  au4  vir- 
tuous practice.  One  gratifying  instance  has  occurred 
in  which  two  Methodist  Societies,  long  separated,  hare 
been  induced  by  juster  views,  unanimously  to  unite  ill 
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the  same  discipline  and  worship.  On  this  subject  the 
Managers  will  only  add*  that  the  moral  interests  of  the 
Colony  have  been  most  essentially  promoted  by  thte  emi- 
nent piety  and  labours  of  its  ministers. 

The  agriculture  of  the  Colony  has  received  less  atten- 
tion than  its  importance  demands.  This  is  to  be  attri- 
buted to  the  fact,  that  the  labour  of  the  settlers  has  been 
applied  to  objects  conducing  rtioije  immediately  to  their 
{subsistence  and  comfort.  They  have  been  too  much  oc- 
cupied in  the  construction  of  houses  and  public  build- 
ings, and  in  conducting  a  profitable  traffic  with  the  na~ 
tives,  to  leave  much  time  to  make  permanent  improve- 
ments on  their  plantations.  The  best  methods  of  culti- 
vation appear  to  be  imperfectly  understood,  and  the 
lands  which  were  early  cleared  on  the  Cape,  are  inferior 
to  those  more  recently  surveyed  and  allotted  to  emigrant* 
on  the  St.  Paul's.  Crops  which  exhibited  the  fairest 
promise  until  near  the  time  of  harvest,  have  been  se- 
verely injured  by  the  various  and  numerous  animals  and 
insects  which  inhabit  the  neighbouring  forests.  "The 
cultivation  of  a  larger  number  of  contiguous  farms  witt 
tend  to  preserve  them  all  from  depredations/'  and  these 
destroyers  can  hardly  retain  their  "  accustomed  haunts'1 
another  season. 

It  will  not,  the  Board  trust,  be  concluded  that,  because 
hiore  might  have  been  done  for  the  agricultural  interests 
tof  the  Colony,  what  has  been  effected  is  inconsiderable. 
*Two  hundred  and  twenty  four  plantations,  of  from  five 
to  ten  acres  each,  were,  in  June  last,  occupied  by  the 
settlers,  and  most  of  them  are  believed  to  be  at  present 
Under  cultivation.  One  hundred  and  fourteen  of  these 
are  on  Cape  Montserado,  thirty-three  on  Stockton  creek) 
(denominated  the  Halfway  Farms,  because  nearly  equi- 
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distant  from  Monrovia  and  Caldwell,  the  St.  Paul's  set* 
tlement)  and  seventy-seven  at  the  confluence  of  Stockttm 
creek  with  the  St.  Paul's. 

The  St.  Paul's  Territory  includes  the  Halfway  Farms, 
and  is  represented  as  a  beautiful  tract  of  country,  com- 
paratively open,  well  watered  and  fertile,  and  still  fur- 
ther recommended  as  having  been,  for  ages,  selected  by 
the  natives  on  account  of  its  productiveness  for  their  rice 
and  cassada  plantations.  The  agricultural  habits  of  the 
present  occupants  of  this  tract,  concur  with  the  advan- 
tages of  their  situation,  in  affording  promise  of  success  to 
their  exertions*  "  Nothing,'"  says  the  Colonial  Agent, 
"  but  circumstances  of  the  most .  extraordinary  nature, 
can  prevent  them  from  making  their  way  directly  to  res- 
pectability and  abundance." 

Oxen  were  trained  to  labour  in  the  Colony  in  1825, 
and  it  was  then  expected  that  the  plough  would  be  in- 
troduced in  the  cgurse  of  another  year.  Although  com- 
merce has  thus  far  taken  the  lead  of  agriculture,  yet  the 
excellence  of  the  soil,  the  small  amount  of  labour  re- 
quired for  its  cultivation,  and  the  value  and  abundance 
of  its  products,  cannot  fail,  finally,  to  render  the  latter  the 
more  cherished,  as  it  is,  certainly,  the  more  important 
interest  of  the  Colony. 

The  Trade  of  Liberia  has  increased  with  a  rapidity 
almost  unexampled,  and  while  if  has  supplied  the  Colo- 
nists not  only  with  the  necessaries,  but  with  the  conve- 
niences and  comforts  of  life,  the  good  faith  with  which 
it  has  been  conducted,  has  conciliated  the  friendship  of 
the  natives,  and  acquired  the  confidence  of  foreigners. 

The  regulations  of  the  Colony  allowing  no  credits, 
except  by  written  permission,  and  requiring  the  barter 
t»  be  carried  on  through  factories  established  for  the 
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purpose,  has  increased  the  profits  of  the  traffic,  and  pre- 
vented numerous  evils  which  must  have  attended  upon 
a  more  unrestricted  license. 

Between  the  1st  of  January  and  the  15th  of  July, 
1826,  no  less  than  fifteen  vessels  touched  at  Monrovia 
and  purchased  the  prod  uce  of  the  country,  to  the  amount, 
according  to  the  best  probable  estimate,  df  8  43,980, 
African  value.  The  exporters  of  this  produce  realize, 
on  the  sale  of  the  goods  given  in  barter  for  it,  a  profit  of 
£  21,990,  and  on  the  freight,  of  S  8,786,  making  a  total 
profit  of  S  30,786. 

A  gentleman  in  Portland  has  commenced  a  regular 
trade  with  the  Colony,  and  for  his  last  cargo  landed  in 
Liberia,  amounting  to  8  8,000,  he  received  payment  in 
the  course  of  ten  days.*  The  advantages  of  this  trade 
to  the  Colony,  are  manifest  from  the  high  price  of  labour, 
(that  of  mechanics  being  two  dollars  per  day,  and  that  of 
common  labourers  from  75  cents  to  8  1  25  cents,)  and 
from  the  easy  and  comfortable  circumstances  of  the  set" 
lers.  "  An  interesting  family,  twelvemonths  in  Africa, 
destitute  of  the  means  of  furnishing  an  abundant  table, 
is  not  known ;  and  an  individual,  of  whatever  age  or 
sex,  without  an  ample  provision  of  decent  apparel,  can- 
not, it  is  believed,  be  found,"  "  Every  family,"  says 
Mr.  Ashmun,  "  and  nearly  every  single  adult  person  in 
the  Colony,  has  the  means  of  employing  from  one  to  four 
native  labourers,  at  an  expense  of  from  four  to  six  dol- 
lars the  month ;  and  several  of  the  settlers,  when  called 
upon  in  consequence  of  sudden  emergencies  of  the  pub- 
lic service,  have  made  repeated  advances  of  merchant* 
able  produce,  to  the  amount  of  300  to  600  dollars  each." 

Tlie  Managers  are  happy  to  state,  that  the  efforts  of 
the  Colonial  Agent  to  enlarge  the  Tbbpitor?  of  Liberia, 
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and  particularly  to  bring  under  the  government  of  the 
Colony  a  more  extended  line  of  coast,  have  been  judi- 
cious and  energetic,  and  in  nearly  every  instance  resum- 
ed in  complete  success.  From  Cape  Mount  to  Trade- 
town,  a  distance  of  one  Hundred  and  fifty  miles,  the  Co" 
'lonial  government  has  acquired  partial  jurisdiction. 
Four  of  the  most  important  Stations  on  this  tract,  in- 
cluding Montserado,  belong  to  the  Society,  either  by 
actual  purchase,  or  by  $  deed  of  perpetual  lease ;  and 
puch  negotiations  have  been  entered  upon  with  the 
chiefs  of  the  country,  as  amount  to  a  preclusion  of  all 
Europeans  from  any  possessions  within  these  limits.  The 
fine  Territory  of  the  St.  Paul's,  now  occupied  by  settlers, 
was  described  in  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Society. 

The  Territory  of  Young  Sesters,  recently  ceded  to  die 
(Society,  is  ninety  miles  south  of  Montserado,  in  the 
midst  of  a  very  productive  rice  country,  affording  also 
large  quantities  of  palm  oil,  camwood,  and  ivory.  The 
tract  granted  to  the  Colony,  includes  the  bed  of  the  Ses- 
ters river,  and  all  the  land  on  each  side,  to  the  distance 
of  half  a  league,  and  extending  longitudinally  from  the 
fiver's  mouth  to  its  source.  In  compliance  with  the 
terms  of  the  contract,  the  Chief  of  the  cpuntry  has  con- 
structed a  commodious  store  house,  and  put  a  number  of 
labourers  sufficient  for  the  cultivation  of  a  rice  planta- 
tion of  forty  acres,  uqder  the  direction. of  a  respectable 
Colonist,  who  takes  charge  of  the  establishment 

The  right  of  use  and  occupancy  has  also  beeq  obtained 
to  a  region  of  country  on  the  south  branch  of  the  St.  John's 
river,  north  nine  miles  from  Young  Sesters,  and  the  trad- 
ing factory  established  there,  under  the  superintendence 
of  a  family  from  Monrovia,  has  already  proved  a  valua- 
ble source  of  incpme  to  the  Colony.     Rice  is  also  here  to 
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•     be  cultivated,  and  the  Chief  who  cedes  the  territory! 
agrees, to  furnish  the  labour. 

The  upright  and  exemplary  conduct  of  the  individual 
at  the  head  of  this  establishment,  has  powerfully  im- 
pressed the  natives  with  the  superiority  of  civilized  and 
christian  men,  and  with  the  importance  of  inviting  them 
to  settle  in  their  country ;  and  Consequently,  the  offer 
made  by  the  Colonial  Agent  for  the  purchase  of  Facto- 
ry Island,  has  been  accepted  by  its  proprietor.  Thi$ 
Island  is  in  the  river  St.  John's,  four  miles  from  its 
mouth,  from  five  to  six  miles  in  length,  and  one  third  of 
a  mile  in  breadth,  and  is  among  the  most  beautiful  and 
fertile  spots  in  Africa.  A  few  families  are  about  to  take 
up  their  residence  upon  it,  and  prepare  for  founding  a 
settlement,  "  which  cannot  fail,"  says  Mr.  Ashmun,  **in 
a  few  years,  to  be  second  to  no  other  in  the  Colony,  ex- 
cept Monrovia." 

Negotiations  are  alto  in  progress  with  the  Chiefs  of 
Cape  Mount,  which,  if  successful,  .will  secure  to  the 
Colony  the  whole  .trade  of  that  station,  estimated  at 
8  50,000  per  annum,  and  may  ultimately  lead  to  its  an- 
nexation to  the  Territories  of  Liberia.    "  The  whole 

•  country  between  Cape  Mount  and  Trade  Town,"  ob- 
serves Mr.  Ashmun,  "  is  rich  in  soil  and  other  natural 
advantages,  and  capable  of  sustaining  a  numerous  and 
civilized  population  beyond  almost  any  other  country 
on  earth.  Leaving  the  sea-board,  the  traveller,  every 
where,  at  the  distance  of  a  very  few  miles,  enters  upon 
a  uniform  upland  country,  of  moderate  elevation,  inter- 
sected by  innumerable  rivulets,  abounding  in  springs  of 
unfailing  water,  and  covered  with  a  verdure  which 
knows  no  other  changes  except  those  which  refresh  and 
renew  its  beauties.    The  country  directly  on  the  se^ 
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although  verdant  and  fruitful  to  a  high  degree,  is  found 
every  where  to  yield,  in  both  respects,  to  the  interiour." 

Much  progress  has  been  made  the  last  year,  in  the 
construction  of  public  buildings  and  works  of  defence, 
though,  with  adequate  supplies  of  lumber,  more  might 
doubtless  have  been  accomplished.  Two  handsome 
churches,  erected  solely  by  the  Colonists,  now  adorn  the 
village  of  Monrovia.  Fort  Stockton  has  been  rebuilt  in 
a  style  of  strength  and  beauty.  A  receptacle  capable  of 
accommodating  one  hundred  and  fifty  emigrants,  is  com- 
pleted. The  Ne,w  Agency  House,  Market  House,  Lan- 
casterian  School,  and  Town  House  in  Monrovia,  were, 
some  months  since,  far  advanced,  and  the  finishing 
strokes  were  about  to  be  given  to  the  Government  House 
on  the  St.  Paul's.  The  wing  of  the  Old  Agency  House 
has  beenu  handsomely  fitted  up  for  the  Colonial  Library, 
which  now  consists  of  1200  volumes  systematically  ar- 
ranged in  glazed  cases,  with  appropriate  hangings.  All 
the  books  are  substantially  covered,  and  accurately  la- 
belled  ;  and  files  of  more  than  ten  newspapers,  more  or 
less  complete,  are  preserved.  The  library  is  fitted  up 
so  as  to  answer  the  purpose  of  a  reading  room,  and  it  is 
intended  to  make  it  a  museum  of  all  the  natural  curiosi- 
ties of  Africa,  which  can  be  procured." 

No  efforts  have  been  spared  to  place  the  Colony  in  a 
state  of  adequate  defence,  and  while  it  is  regarded  as 
perfectly  secure  from  the  native  forces,  it  is  hoped  and 
believed  that  it  may  sustain  itself  against  any  piratical 
assaults.  "  The  establishment  has  fifteen  large  carriage 
guns  and  three  small  pivot  guns,  all  fit  for  service." 
Fort  Stockton  overlooks  the  whole  town  of  Monrovia, 

c 

and  a  strong  double  battery  is  now  building  on  the  height 
of  Thompson  Town,  near  the  extremity  of  the  Cape, 
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which  it  iis  thought  will  afford  protection  to  vessels  an- 
choring  in  the  roadstead.  The  militia  of  the  Colony 
consists  of  two  corps  appropriately  uniformed,  one  of 
Artillery  of  about  fifty  men,  the  other  of  Infantry 
of  forty  men,  and  on  various  occasions  have  they  proved 
themselves  deficient  neither  in  discipline  or  courage.* 

It  is  impossible  for  the  Managers  to  express  the  regret 
excited  by  the  reflection  that  the  system  of  education  in 
the  Colony,  second  as  it  is  to  no  one  of  its  interests,  i* 
extremely  defective,  and  that  the  best  endeavours  to  im- 
prove it  have,  for  the  present,  been  arrested  by  the  or- 
dinations of  an  all  wise  but  mysterious  Providence.  Se- 
veral primary  schools  continue  in  operation,  but  the 
ability  of  the  teachers  is  only  equal  to  the  communica- 
tion of  the  mere  rudiments  of  knowledge.  The  plan  of 
instruction  commenced  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Holton,  pro* 
mised  inestimable  benefits,  but  his  sudden  and  lamented 
decease  has  shaded  the  prospect  which  seemed  so  fairly 
opening,  for  the  intellectual  improvement  of  the  Colony. 
It  is  hoped,  that  men  of  colour  may  be  found,  qualified 
to  act  in  the  capacity  of  teachers,  and  thus  prevent  the 
recurrence  of  so  sad  a  disappointment*  Regarding  this 
subject  as  one  of  vital  interest,  the  Managers  will  not 
fail  to  give  to  it  the  most  sedulous  and  unremitted  atten* 
tion. 

It  is  a  fact,  which  cannot  fail  to  awaken  in  this  Meet- 
ing the  deepest  concern,  that  the  records  of  the  Colony 
afford  abundant  and  unequivocal  evidence  of  the  undi- 
minished extent  and  atrocity  of  the  African  Slave  Trade. 
From  eight  to  ten,  and  even  fifteen  vessels  have  been  en- 
gaged at  the  same  time  in  this  odious  traffic,  almost  within 
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reach  of  the  gtins  of  Liberia ;  and  as  late  as  July,  1825, 
there  were  "  existing  contracts  for  eight  hundred  slaves, 
to  lie  furnished  in  the  short  space  of  four  months," 
within  eight  miles  of  Monrovia.  Four  hundred  of  these 
tvere  to  be  purchased  for  two  American  slavers.  A  boat 
belonging  to  a  Frenchman,  having  on  board  twenty-six 
slaves,  all  in  irons,  was,  in  September,  1825,  upset  in 
the  mouth  of  the  St.  Paul's,  and  twenty  of  their  num- 
ber perished.  This  is  one  of  the  lesser  scenes  of  tra- 
gedy* says  the  Colonial  Agent,  which  are  daily  acting  in 
this  wretched  country.  But  the  crimes  of  these  law- 
less invaders  of  human  liberty  are  not  confined  to  their 
acknowledged  profession ;  they  defy  the  laws  of  all  civi- 
lized nations,  and  engage  in  every  species  of  piracy. 

The  crew  of  a  Spanish  schooner  recently  boarded  and 
fobbed  an  English  brig,  lying  at  anchor  off  Cape  Mont- 
serado,  the  captain  of  the  latter,  being  at  the  time  in 
Monrovia.     The  aid  of  the  Colonial  Agent  was  invoked 
for  the  punishment  of  the  offence,  who  felt  himself 
obliged,  from  regard  to  his  own  safety,  not  to  leave  Un- 
noticed so  flagrant  a  violation  of  the  law  of.  nations. 
The  offer  of  a  number  of  the  Colonial  militia,  to  proceed 
immediately  to  take  possession  of  the  factory  built  by 
the  master  of  the  piratical  vessel,  a  few  miles  from  Mon- 
rovia, was  accepted,  and  the  expedition  resulted  in  the 
capture  of  fourteen  slaves,  and  the  entire  destruction 
of  the  establishment.     A  few  of  the  poor  Africans  thus 
relieved  from  their  manacles,  ignorant  of  the  language 
of  the  settlement,  and  unable  to  appreciate  the  motives 
which  led  to  their  capture,  and  the  benevolence  which 
was  still  operating  for  their  benefit,  fled  from  the  Colo- 
ny, and  were  soon  after  taken  by  the  natives,  and  sold  to 
a  Frenchman  who  was  then  employed  in  purchasing 
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slaves  on  the  St.  Paul's,   When  their  situation  was  made 
known,  the  Colonial  Agent  demanded  that  they  should  ' 
immediately  be  delivered  over  to  the  authorities  of  the 
Colony.     A  peremptory  refusal  having  been  made  to 
this  demand,  it  was  judged  necessary  to  attempt  their 
recovery  by  force,  which  was  speedily  effected,  and  pos- 
session at  the  same  time  obtained  of  the  whole  number 
of  slaves  at  the  factory,  amounting  in  all  to  ninety-nine. 
About  the  same  time,  two  or  three  others  of  these  re- 
captured Africans,  who  had  escaped  from  the  Colony, 
were  conveyed  by  the  natives  to*  a  factory  at  Trade 
Town,  a  ^ave  mart,  100  miles  South  of  Cape  Montse- 
rado,  and  the  most  notorious  one  existing  between  Cape 
Palmas  and  Sierra  Leone. 

An  effort  to  recover  these  individuals  peaceably  prov- 
ed entirely  unsuccessful.     It  was  known  also,  that  one 
of  the  three  vessels,  then  waiting  for  their  complement 
of  slaws  at  Trade  Town,  had  committed  various  pira- 
tical acts  since  her  arrival  on  the  Coast   Justified,  there- 
fore, as  was  believed,  by  those  principles  of  right  which 
ought  to  .govern  all  human  actions,  the  Agent,  attended 
with  thirty-two  volunteers  from  the  Colony,  assisted  by 
the  Colombian  armed  schooner  Jacinta,  Captain  Chase* 
immediately  embarked  for  Trade  Town,  detained  the 
two  vessels,  (the  third  having  been  previously  captured 
by  a  French  brig  of  war),effected  a  landing,  seized  fifty- 
three  slaves,  and  reduced  all  the  stores  and  buildings  of 
the  factory  to  ashes. 

These  bold  and  energetic  measures  have  done  much 
towards  the  exclusion  of  the  Slave  Trade  from  this  part 
of  Africa,  and  hate  indeed  banished  it  entirely  (at  least 
for  the  present)  from  the  whole  district  of  country  be- 
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tween  Cape  Mount  and  Trade  Town.*  But  the  Ma* 
nagers  cannot  hope  that  a  traffic  so  long  established,  so 
gainful,  so  extensive,  and  which  enlists  in  its  support,  so 
many  of  the  deep  and  malignant  vices  of  the  heart,  will 
be  exterminated,  without  more  decided  and  combined 
measures,  than  have  ever  yet  been  adopted  by  the  pow- 
ers of  the  Christain  world. 

The  influence  of  the  Colony  with  the  natives,  is  great 
and  increasing,  and  resulting  as  it  does,  principally,  from 
the  integrity  and  kindness  manifested  towards  them  by 
the  Colonial  Government  in  all  its  transactions,  may  be 
expected  to  be  permanent.  They  begin  to  feel  the  su- 
perior advantages  of  civilized  life,  and  to  secure  through 
the  settlement,  by  lawful  trade,  those  articles  which  were 
formerly  acquired,  only  by  the  sale  of  their  brethren. 
"No  man  of  the  least  consideration  in  the  country," 
says  Mr.  Ashmun,  "  will  desist  from  his  importunities, 
until  one,  at  least,  of  his  sons  is  fixed  in  some  settler'* 
family.  We  have  their  confidence  and  friendship,  and 
these  built  on  the  fullest  conviction,  that  we  are  incapa- 
ble of  betraying  the  one,  or  violating  the  other." 

Here  the  Managers  pause,  to  pay  a  mournful  and  af- 
fectionate tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  dead. 
The  Rev.  Horace  Sessions,  the  Rev.  Calvin  Holton,  and 
Mr.  Charles  L.  Force ;  the  two  former  Agents  of  the 
Society,  and  the  latter  employed  as  printer  for  the  Afri- 
can Colony,  have  been  called  from  the  field  of  toil  on 
which  they  had  but  just  commenced  exertions  most  bo* 
nourable  to  themselves,  and  useful  to  the  Society,  to  the 
invisible  and  eternal  world.  Mr.  Sessions  superintended 
the  embarkation  of  the  emigrants  by  the  Vine,  and  ac- 
companied them  to  Liberia,  in  the  hope  of  acquiring  in- 
formation which  might  enable  him  more  successfully  to 

♦NoteF. 


47 

prosecute  an  Agency  for  the  Society  in  the  United  States, 
Mr.  Holton  had  devoted  himself,  with  a  martyr's  spirit, 
to  Africa,  and  his  instructions  and  missionary  labours  in 
the  Colony,  promised  greatly  to  advance  its  literary, 
moral,  and  religious  interests.  But  the  will  of  Heaven 
has  removed  them,  and  to  that  will  it  becomes  us  to  bow, 
in  humble  confidence,  that  He  who  prepared  them  for 
usefulness  in  life,  will  not  leave  to  perish,  the  influence 
of  their  example. 

The  events  which  have  occurred  in  the  United  States 
during  the  year,  favourable  to  this  Institution,  are  too 
numerous  to  be  given  in  detail,  and  too  important  to  be 
left  unnoticed.  They  have  been  such  as  must  confirm 
the  faith  of  the  wavering,  strengthen  the  confidence  of 
the  irresolute,  and  stimulate  the  decided  friends  of  our 
cause  to  higher  and  nobler  exertions.  • 

The  number  of  subscribers  to  the  African  Repository 
and  Colonial  Journal,  has,  very  much  increased,  and  it  is 
circulated  at  present  in  nearly  every  State  of  the  Union. 

The  Managers  have  heard  with  pleasure,  that  an  In* 
stitution  denominated  the  Kosciusko  school,  has  been 
founded  in  New  Jersey,  and  that  one  of  its  prominent 
objects  is  to  qualify  young  men  of  colour  for  usefulness 
in  Liberia.  The  name  of  Kosciusko  is  associated  with 
this  school,  in  honor  of  that  illustrious  individual,  who, 
on  his  final  departure  from  America,  intrusted  to  Mr. 
Jefferson  a  fund  to  be  applied  by  him  to  the  purchase 
and  education  of  African  slaves,  which  fund  is,  on  cer- 
tain conditions,  to  be  appropriated  to  the  benefit  of  this 
Seminary,  which  will  long  stand,  we  trust,  a  monument 
of  the  charity  of  that  noble  foreigner,  whose  valour  and 
services,  in  the  cause  of  freedom  and  humanity,  are  re- 
vered throughout  our  country  aad  the  civilized  world. 
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Hie  Free  People  of  Colour  are  becoming  more  gene- 
rally and  decidedly  favourable  to  the  niews  of  the  So- 
ciety, and  many  of  the  best  informed  and  most  indus- 
trious, have  resolved  upon  an  early  removal  to  Liberia. 
In  Baltimore,  they  have  recently,  in  a  memorial  to  the 
whites,  implored  the  means  of  emigration,  and  expressed 
their  full  conviction  of  the  benevolence  and  wisdom  of 
the  plans  of  the  Society.* 

The  Clergy  of  nearly  all  denominations  have  takes 
occasion,  on  the  Anniversary  of  our  National  Indepen- 
dence, or  on  the  Sabbath  immediately  preceding  or  suc- 
ceeding that  day,  to  explain  to  their  Congregations  our 
design,  and  solicit  contributions  in  its  behalf,  the  amount 
of  which  has,  it  is  believed,  exceeded  any  similar  collec- 
tions in  former  years. 

The  brig  Doris  is  now  preparing  to  sail  to  Liberia, 
with  a  considerable  number  of  emigrants,  most  of  whom 
are  from  North  Carolina. 

The  Reports  of  the  Agents  employed  by  the  Society 
in  different  sections  of  the  country,  are  of  the  most  en- 
couraging character,  and  prove,  that  a  deep,  rapid,  and 
extensive  change,  favourable  to  the  interests  of  this  In- 
stitution, is  taking  place  in  the  public  bind.     More 
than  twenty  Auxiliary  Societies  have  been  formed  in 
the  course  of  the  year.     Among  these,  is  the  Coloniza- 
tion Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  which,  from 
its  situation,  (Philadelphia,)   the  energy  with  which 
it  has  commenced  operation,  and  the  liberality  which 
has  thus  early  been  evinced  in  its  support,  may  be  ex- 
pected to  act  very  effectively  in  aid  of  our  cause. 

The  Managers  are  peculiarly  gratified  to  know,  that 
the  citizens  of  the  Western  States  begin  highly  to  ap- 

•NotcG 
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preciate  the  objects  of  the  Society,  and  that  they  are 
almost  unanimously  disposed  to  countenance  and  sustain 
them.  They  have'  this  day  received  intelligence  of 
the  organization  of  a  State  Society  in  Ohio,  under  cir- 
cumstances so  cheering,  as  to  justify  the  prediction,  that 
it  will  prove  among  the  most  important  Auxiliaries  in 
the  Union. 

In  conclusion,  may  not  the  Managers  be  permitted  to 
express  the  hope,  that  this  work,  so  auspiciously  com- 
menced, but  for  the  completion  of  which,  private  chari- 
ty must  prove  inadequate,  appealing,  as  it  does,  equally 
to  our  duty  and  interest — to  the  Christian,  who  recog- 
nizes in  man,  wherever  he  is  found,  an  heir  of  immor- 
tality— to  the  Statesman,  who  would  build  up  his  coun- 
try's glory  on  her  justice  and  magnanimity, — may  be  re- 
garded as  strictly  national,  worthy  of  the  most  earnest 
attention  and  liberal  patronage  of  the  Legislatures  of 
the  several  States,  and  of  the  Federal  Government. 


-  / 
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DR. 

The  American  Colonization  Society  in  Account  Current  with  Mk 

chard  Smithy  Treasurer. 
1826. 
Pcb.        1,   To  J.  M<Pbail's  drar\  ... 

23,  «    &B«veridge&Co.dci  "     . 

27,  •«  Do. 

28,  «    IL  Sessions,  . 
March  11,    •    *     Do.  .  . 

«  J.  C.  Dunn,  .... 

13,    ««  J.Dodds,  . 

«  R.R.  Gurley,         .... 

April      1,    a  J.  Kennedy,       ;  , 

"  J.  A.  Kennedy,  far  postage,. 

25,    «  G.  A.  Peaco,  salary,       .... 

May'     14,    «  J.  Ashmun'sdraft, 

24,  «  Davis  &  Force,  ^. 
«  R.  R.  Gurley,         .... 

June     12,    "  G.  8.  Oldfield,  for  freight  out  and  home,  and  passage 

-<  of  emigrants  to  Liberia,  in  ship  Indian  Chief,        4*500 

«  R.R.  Gurley,  .... 

"  Messrs.  Gales  &  Hawley, 

«  Messrs.  Way  &  Gideon, 

July       3,    «  Messrs.  Gales  &  Seaton, 

«  J.Dodds,  ..... 

M  John  Kennedy,       .... 

%    «  King  &  Tyson,  .  , 

.  12,    «  J.  A.  Kennedy,  postage, 

«  B.  Ferguson,  .... 

13,  M  J.  Ashmun's  draft,  for  books  and  thermometer, 
15,    «  P.Thompson,  .... 

«  Rer.  W.  Hawley,  ac.  J.  Ashmun,     . 

,    26,    «  H.  Sessions^  draft,      .... 

M  John  Kennedy,  , 

Aug.      2,    «  R.R.  Gurley,  .... 

«  B.M.  inner,        .... 

•  J.  Ashmun,  .... 

«  D.  R.  Harrison, 

14,  «  J.  W.  Peaco,  salary, 
.           21,    «  B.R.  Gurley, 


g  1,001  75 
25034 
32149 
750 
800 

32 

28 

15 

77 

24  47 

150 

183  03 
241  03 
100 


6 

50 
500 

10 

22  75 

47  40 
631  33 

33  58 

60 

30 

22  68 
200 
750 

93  81 

40 

50 
173  42 

55 
150 
200 


Carritd  forward,    $  11,600  18 
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Amount  brought  over,       %  11,600  18 


1826. 

2S, 

« 

31, 

a 

u 

a 

Sept      8, 

12, 

a 

a 

Oct       5, 

it 

« 

« 

30, 

« 

Nov.    4, 

a 

2T. 


« 


t)ec»     4> 

■ 

9, 

a 

a 

€S 

<C 

CI 

«• 

14> 

« 

M 

16, 

AC 

25, 

M 

1827. 

Jfcn,       5, 

a 

15, 

<« 

«t 

a 

Feb.      3, 

a 

* 

Rev.  Mr.  Peers, 
«    R.  R.  Gurley,  expenses  to  New  York, 
H.  Sessions's  draft. 
Ropes,  Reed,  &  Co. 
Loss  on  notes, 
J.  McPhail, 

Rev.  W.  Hawley,  on  ac  of  Mr.  Ashmun, 
Way  &  Gideon, 
R.R.  Gurley, 
Way  &  Gideon, 
G.  W.  Peaco,  salary,        t   . 
J.  A.  Kennedy,  postage, 
John  Kennedy,         ► 
Note  paid  lo  Bank,  • 

R.  R.  Gurley,  .... 

Loss  on  the  draft  of  the  Friends  in  N.  Carolina, 
J.  Ashroun's  draft,  . 

R.  R.  Gurley,  draft  to  R  Ralston,  Esq. 
J.  Asbmun's  draft,         . 
Loss  in  exchange  of  foreign  notes, 
RR.  Gurley,  - 

D.  M.  Harrison,  • 

Rev.  W.  flawley, 

Do.  ac.  J.  Ashmun, 

J.  Ashmun's  draft,  • 

F.  R.  Kennedy,  . 

•«    3ohn  Kennedy,        . 
Way  &  Gideon,  . 

John  Kennedy,         , 

Postages  on  letters  to  R  Smith,  Treasurer, 

B.  Brand,  • 

B.  O.  Peers,  ^ 

J.  A  Kennedy,  postage, 

Mr.  Nott,  .... 

R  R.  Gurley,  salary, 

Balance,  including  $  66  in  counterfeits, 


50 

37  35 
778  59 
150 

225 
600 
100 
145  05 
104 
500 
150 
S3  77 
117  23 
400 
40 
20 

185  72 
100 
152  75 
6 
80 
60 
5 
400 
352  03 
20  40 
111  81 
547  U 
100 

18  28 
400 
65 

32  50 
2 
250 
1246  S3 

S  18,963  «T 
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Supra  CR. 


1826. 


3.000 


Jfen.     26,   By  Balance  on  hand,  including  $  44  of  counterfeits,     3,392  1£ 
March  30>    M    Amount  of  contributions,  as  published  in  the  Rep.    2,429  94 
>  «    Proceeds  of  loan  from  Bank;  ,  395  73 

ilay     24,    "    Amount  from  Navy  Department,  for  the  purpose 

of  paying  freight  on  supplies  sent  in  the  ship 
Indian  Chief,  for  the  captured  Africans, 
r    Amount  of  contributions  as  published  in 
,     Repository,        .        •        .        .         4*361  48 
Deduct  this  sum,  for  the  difference  be- 
,   tween  the   actual  collection  in  the 
church  at  Parsippany,  N.  J.  and  that 
reported, 


Sept.   30, 
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Dec.      2,    <*    Proceeds  of  loan  $om  Bank, 


3,298  43 
395  73 


31, 


Amount  of  contributions   as  published 

in  the  Repository,     .        .  3,430  17 

Deduct  this  sum,  retained  as  commission, 

by  John  French,       .       .       .       .       36  93 


1827. 


3,393  24 


Jan.     31,    £    Amount  of  contributions,  as  put Kahed  in 

the,  Repository, 


1,658  59 
918,963  87 


1827. 

Feb.      3,  By  balance,  including  66  dollars  in  counterfeits,        .    g  1,246  93 

1        -    — » 


i 


4UHHE£fB>32£» 


Note  A. 

The  conduct  of  the  citizens  of  Boston,  daring  the  prepara- 
tions for  the  Vine's  departure,  was  worthy  of  the  high  character 
they  have  acquired  for  liberality  towards  the  various  benevolent 
institutions  of  the  age.  We  refer  our  readers,  for  particulars,  to 
the  concluding  article  in  the  Appendix  of  our  Report  of  the  last 
year. 


Note  B. 


"  I  am  certainly  justified  in  the  assertion  that  very  few  even  of 
the  roost  indolent  minds  amongst  us,  have  not  clear  and  precise 
ideas  of  our  system.  The  last  annual  election  of  Colonial  offi- 
cers in  August,  was  distinguished  by  a  dispassionate  intelligence 
of  selection,  which  afforded  the  best  pledge  of  the  kind  yet  given, 
of  the  increasing  competency  of  the  people  for  self-government 
The  election  resulted  in  the  appointment  of  such  men  to  the  offi- 
ces of  the  Colony,  as  not  only  possess  the  essential  qualifications 
for  a  proper  discharge  of  their  functions,  but  who  were  known  to 
be  entirely  disposed  to  a  cordial  co-operation  with  their  Agent. — 
The  civil  prerogatives  and  government  of  the  Colony,  and  the 
body  of  laws  by  which  they  are  respectively  secured  and  adminis- 
tered, are  the  pride  .of  all.  Former  experience  has  convinced 
them  of  the  absurdity  of  straining  a  point  of  personal  indepen- 
dence to  such  lengths  as  to  weaken  the  force  of  the  laws,  or  im- 
pede the  energetic  movements  of  the  executive  arm.-— The  first 
appearance  of  such  turbulent  examples  (and  every  expedition  from 
the  United  States  furnishes  several)  is  now  seen  to  excite  disgust, 
and  awaken  a  general  sentiment  of  derision  and  opposition;  which 
seldom  fails  more  effectually  to  instruct  and  cure  the  ignorance 
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and  perversity  against  which  it  is  directed,  than  the  coercive  pow- 
er of  law  Itself. 

"  The  litigious  practices  of  the  first  and  second  years  of  the  Co- 
lony, have  been  so  far  reformed  by  the  accession  of  more  friendly 
feelings,  and  correcter  ideas  of  moral  justice,  amongst  the  Colo- 
nists, as,  for  some  months  past,  to  have  left  the  courts  of  justice 
little  else  to  do,  but  to  verify  transfers  of  property,  and  announce, 
in  cases  of  difficulty,  the  just  construction  of  the  laws. 

u  In  the  punishment  of  offences,  the  most  lenient  maxims  of  mo- 
dern jurisprudence  have  been  observed,  by  way  of  experiment  on 
human  nature,  in  that  particular  modification  of  it  exhibited  by 
the  population  of  this  Colony."  . 


Note  C. 


Many  of  the  early  emigrants  to  Liberia  -  were  among  the  most 
distinguished  of  their  class,  for  intelligence  and  piety  in  the 
United  States.  Thev  did  not  embark  in  the  difficult  and  doubt- 
ful  enterprize  of  founding  a  Colony,  without  reflection.  They 
were  prepared  to  meet  the  obstacles  which  must  be  surmounted, 
and  to  endure  the  trials  which  were  inevitable.  Speaking  of  the 
early  events  of  the  Colonial  History,  Mr.  Ashmun  observes, 

u  To  arrive  at  the  remote  spot  on  which  these  humble  scenes 
were  transacted,  I  must  tax  the  reader's  imagination  with  a  flight 
across  the  Atlantic  ocean,  which,  by  limiting  the  circle  of  his  or- 
dinary avocations,  may  hitherto  have  bounded  the  range  of  his 
liveliest  sensibilities.  1  must  send  it  far  from  the  polished  and 
populous  districts  of  European  and  Asian  refinement — beyond 
the  habitations  of  civilized  man — to  the  least  frequented  recess  of 
a  coast  almost  the  least  frequented  on  the  globe.  On  this  spot,  a 
handful  of  coloured  emigrants  from  the  United  States,  in  whose 
bosoms  the  examples  of  history  had  never  kindled  the  fire  of  emu- 
lation— whose  only  philosophy  had  been  acquired  from  a  series  of 
dispiriting  conflicts  with  every  form  of  physical  and  moral  adver- 
sity— and  whose  prospects,  at  that  moment,  were  as  dark  and  ap- 
palling, as  the  memory  of  the  past  was  embittered— ejected  from 
the  land  of  their  birth, — hostility,  famine,  and  destruction  mena- 
cing them  in  that  of  their  adoption:  such  is  the  humble  character 
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of  the  individuals,  and  equally  humble  is  the  scenery  and  the  ac- 
tion which  are  to  enliven  the  incidents  of  this  narrative." 

Tet  amid  scenes  like  these,  the  religion  of  these  settlers*  did 
not  die.  It  appeared  to  take  deeper  root  in  the  storm,  and  not 
only  sustained  its  professors,  but  pervaded  the  minds  of  a  great 
portion  of  the  community. 

"  Under  the  second  division  of  the  article  of  information,  al- 
ready in  part  anticipated,  it  is  a  circumstance  to  me,  and  I  trust 
will  prove  to  the  Society,  more  substantially  satisfactory  than  any 
others  I  have  to  communicate:  that  their  Colony  is  in  deed  and 
reality  a  Christian  community.  The  Holy  Author  of  our  religion 
and  salvation,  has  made  the  hearts  of  a  large  proportion  of  these 
people  the  temples  of  the  Divine  Spirit.  The  faith  of  the  ever* 
lasting  Gospel,  with  an  evidence  and  strength  which  nothing  short 
of  the  power  of  the  Almighty  can  produce  or  sustain,  has  become  the 
animating  spring  of  action,  the  daily  rule  of  life,  the  source  of  im- 
mortal hope  and  ineffable  enjoyment,  to  a  large  proportion  of  your 
Colonists.  God  is  known  in  his  true  character — his  worship  is 
celebrated  in  its  purity— the  doctrines  of  salvation  are  received 
in  their  genuine  simplicity  by  very  many.  Occurrences  of  a  .fa- 
vourable or  depressing  aspect  are  regarded  as  dispensations  of  the 
Almighty,  and  followed  with  correspondent  feelings  of  gratitude 
or  humiliation.  Tears  of  affectionate  joy  or  sorrow  are  often 
seen  to  flow  in  the  house  of  God,  from  hearts  silently  melting  un- 
der the  searching  influence  of  his  word.— I  have  seen  the  proudest 
and  protanest  foreigners  that  ever  visited  the  Colony,  trembling 
with  amazement  and  conviction,  almost  literally  in  the  descripr 
tive  phraseology  of  St  Paul,  'find  the  secrets  of  their  hearts 
made  manifest,  and  falling  down  upon  their  faces,  worship  God, 
and  report  that  God  is  in  the  midst9  of  this  people  '  of  a  truth.' 

"  These  facts  I  have  judged  it  my  duty  to  state,  to  the  praise 
of  that  God  to  whom  we  are  entirely  indebted  for  so  precious  a 
testimony  of  his  favour, — and  for  the  information  of  thousands  in 
the  United  States,  to  whose  prayers  and  pious  attentions  we  may, 
under  the  Most  High,  refer  it— I  am  not  insensible  of  the  deli- 
cacy and  responsibility  attending  the  publication  of  a  statement 
of  this  nature;  and  of  the  great  danger  a  more  cautious  pen  than 
mine  might  incur,  of  communicating  on  ity  either  too  little  or  too 
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much.  ,  But  as  the  grand  secret  of  the  improving  circumstances 
of  this  Colony,— of  the  respect  it  commands  without,  and  of  the 
happiness,  order,  and  industry  which  reigns  within  it,  is  wrapped 
up  in  the  controlling  influence  of  religion  on  the  temper  and  habits 
of  the  people,  I  should  greatly  wrong  the  cause  of  truth,  by  sup- 
pressing or  too  lightly  passing  by,  a  topic  of  such  leading  impor- 
tance. The  precious  hopes  of  an  immortality  of  vigorous  and 
beatific  existence  in  the  presence  of  God  and  the  Redeemer,  are 
no  inefficient  principles  of  action  and  of  happiness  in  the  human 
mind,  even  in  the  midst  of  this  mixed  and  tumultuous  life:  and 
they  have  attended  and  sustained  a  large  number  whom  Provi- 
dence has  taken  from  us,  till  they  passed  rejoicing,  the  limits  of 
mortality,  and  left  us  in  tears.  Many  more  are  now  waiting,  full 
of  the  same  *  glorious  hopes,'  for  the  final  summons  of  their  flea- 
venly  Master. — And  shall  it  ever  be,  that  a  torrent  of  infidelity, 
heresy,  or  irreligion,  shall,  in  judgment  for  our  ingratitude,  find 
its  way  from  the  dark  caverns  of  hell  to  this  consecrated  retreat 
of  the  humble  worshippers  of  God  j  and  convert  to  a  moral  waste, 
a  young  plantation  which  He  condescends  himself  to  water  and 
to  keep!" 


Note  D. 


A  house  in  Baltimore  is  about  to  commence  trade  with  Liberia, 
and  we  hope  will  find  sufficient  inducements  to  prosecute  it.  Pro- 
bably no  station  on  the  whole  western  coast  of  Africa  is  more  fa- 
vourable to  a  profitable  traffic  with  the  interiour  than  Montserado. 
Its  rapidly  increasing  commerce  augurs  well  for  its  prosperity, 
and  by  affording  very  strong  motives  to  companies  for  trade 
to  send  out  their  vessels,  will  contribute  greatly  to  the  facilities 
for  emigration,  and  consequently,  to  the  augmentation  of  its  num- 
bers. 


Note  E. 


In  a  war  with  the  native  tribes,  during  the  very  first  year  of 
the  Colony's  existence,  the  members  of  the  settlement,  instruct- 
ed and  directed  in  their  operations  by  Mr.  Ashman,  evinced  a  de- 
gree  of  energy  and  courage,  which  has  not  perhaps  been  exceeded 
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in  the  annals  of  the  world.  Since  their  military  organization  ha* 
been  improved,  and  their  numbers  augmented,  they  have  shown 
themselves  among  the  firmest  and  bravest  of  men.  To  justify 
this  assertion,  we  need  only  refer  to  the  extremely  interesting  and 
able  papers  furnished  by  Mr.  Ashmun,  many  of  which  have  been 
published. 


Note  P. 


«, 


In  Sir  George  Collier's  report  to  the  British  Government,  on 
the  Slave  Trade,  in  1821,  we  find  the  following  statement:  "I  am 
quite  satisfied,  as  suits  the  views  of  the  Spanish  slaving  schoon- 
ers, they  at  one  time  act  as  pirates  against  all  vessels;  then,  un- 
der the  flag  of  Artigas,  as  South  American  cruizers;  and  then, 
when  it  shall  better  serve  them,  return  to  the  practice  of  slaving; 
and  a  vessel  under  the  South  American  flag,  professing  herself  a 
cruizer,  may  wait  a  cargo  of  slaves  off  tne  port  where  they  may  be 
collecting,  without  power  on  the  part  of  a  British  officer  to  prevent 
her  doing  so,  but  at  the  risk  of  his  ruin."  The  African  Institution, 
in  their  report  for  1824shave  the  following  remarks  in  reference  to 
the  Spanish  Slave  Trade:  "It  is  now  made  the  law  of  Spain,  that 
all  captains,  masters,  and  pilots  of  Spanish  vessels,  who  purchase 
negroes  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  or  introduce  them  into  any  part  of 
the  Spanish  monarchy,  or  are  found  with  slaves  on  board  their  ves- 
sels, shall  lose  their  vessels,  and  be  sentenced  to  ten  years  hard 
labour  on  the  public  works.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  these  penal- 
ties should  be  so  limited  in  their  operation.  They  ought  to  extend 
to  all  Spanish  subjects  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade  as  principals  or 
agents. " 

"The  importation  of  slaves  into  Cuba,  is  chiefly  effected  under 
the  French  and  Portuguese  flags;  but  notwithstanding  the  risks 
attending  it,  and  the  penal  inflictions  denounced  against  it,  the 
Spanish  flag  also,  is  still  employed  in  this  proscribed  traffic.  And, 
in  proportion  to  the  risks,  the  desperate  audacity,  of  the  criminals 
appears  to  have  increased.  They  proceed  strongly  armed,  to  car- 
ry on  their  work  of  rapine  and  blood  on  the  coast;  and  some  of 
them  have  not  been  captured  without  a  severe  conflict  with  the 
British  boats,  attended  by  the  loss  of  lives,  and  involving  all  the 
guilt  of  murder  and  piracy."; 


GO 

NoteO. 

A  very  able  and  interesting  memorial  has  recently  been  address- 
ed by  the  Free  People  of  Colour  of  Baltimore,  to  the  citizens  of 
that  place,  imploring  the  means  of  emigration  to  Liberia.  It  his 
excited  strong  feelings  in  their  favour,  and  it  is  expected  that  a  bill 
appropriating  one  thousand  dollars  annually  for  such  a  purpose, 
will  pass  both  Houses  of  the  State  Legislature.  Such  a  bill  has 
been  adopted  in  the  House  of  Delegates. 

RESOLUTIONS  ADOPTED  BY  VARIOUS  RELIGIOUS  AND  LEGISLATIVE 

BODIES  IK  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia. 
u  Whereas,  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  have  repeatedly 
sought  to  obtain  an  asylum,  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States, 
for  such  persons  of  colour  as  had  been,  or  might  be  emancipated 
under  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  but  have  hitherto  found  all 
their  efforts  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  desirable  purpose, 
frustrated,  either  by  the  disturbed  state  of  other  nations,  or  do- 
mestic causes  equally  unpropitious  to  its  success: 

« 

They  now  avail  themselves  of  a  period  when  peace  has  healed 
the  wounds  of  humanity,  and  the  principal  nations  of  Europe  have 
concurred  with  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  in  abolish- 
ing the  African  Slave  Trade,  (a  traffic  which  this  Commonwealth, 
both  before  and  since  the  Revolution,  zealously  sought  to  termi- 
nate;) to  renew  this  effort,  and  do  therefore  Resolve,  That  the  Exec- 
utive be  requested  to  correspond  with  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  Territory  upon  the  coast  of 
Africa,  or  at  some  other  place,  not  within  any  of  the  States  or 
Territorial  Governments  of  the  United  States,  to  serve  as  an  asy- 
lum for  such  persons  of  colour  as  are  now  free,  and  may  desire  the 
same,  and  for  those  who  may  hereafter  be  emancipated,  within 
this  Commonwealth,  and  that  the  Senators  and  Representatives  of 
this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  be  requested  to 
exert  their  best  efforts  to  aid  the  President  of  the  United  States 
in  the  attainment  of  the  above  object:  Provided,  That  no  con- 
tract or  arrangement  respecting  such  Territory,  shall  be  obliga- 
tory on  this  Commonwealth,  until  ratified  by  the  Legislature. 

Passed  by  the  House  of  Delegates,  December  15th — by  the  Se- 
nate, with  an  amendment,  December  20th— concurred  in  by  the 
House  of  Delegates,  December  21, 1816. 
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the  following  resolution  unanimously  passed  the  Legislature  of 

Maryland. 

by  the  house  of  delegates,  January  26tkj  1818. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to 
communicate  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  to  our 
Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress,  the  opinion  of  this  Ge- 
neral Assembly,  that  a  wise  and  provident  policy  suggests  the  ex- 
pediency, on  the  part  of  our  National  Government,  of  procuring, 
through  negotiation,  by  cession  or  purchase,  a  tract  of  country  on 
the  Western  coast  of  Africa,  for  the  colonization  of  the  Free  Peo- 
ple of  Colour  of  the  United  States. 
By  order: 

LOUIS  GASSAWAY,  clerk. 

Resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

Your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  such  parts  of  said  memo- 
rials and  petitions  as  ask  this  General  Assembly  to  aid  the  Fede- 
ral Government  in  devising  and  executing  a  plan  for  colonizing, 
in  some  distant  country,  the  Free  People  of  Colour  in  the  U.  States, 
is  reasonable,  and  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  the  object  which 
they  have  in  view,  the  Committee  have  drafted  a  resolution,  which 
accompanies  this  report,  the  adoption  of  which  they  would  re- 
commend. 

The  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  such  parts  of  said  memorials 
and  petitions  as  pray  the  passage  of  a  law  to  prohibit  the  bringing 
of  slaves  into,  or  through,  the  State,  for  sale,  as  well  as  those  parts 
which  pray  that  the  owners  of  slaves  of  certain  ages  and  descrip- 
tions, may  be  permitted  to  emancipate  them  without  giving  any 
security,  are  reasonable;  and  to  endeavour  to  accomplish  those 
objects,  they  have  drafted  a  bill,  which  accompanies  this  report, 
the  enacting  of  which  into  a  law,  the  Committee  also  recommend* 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

NATH.  WILLIS,  Chairman. 

Mr.  Willis,  from  the  same  Committee,  submitted  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  read  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  By  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
That  the  Senators  in  Congress  from  this  State,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  instructed;  and  that  the  Representatives  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  requested,  to  give  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
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any  aid  in  their  power,  in  devising  and  carrying  into  effect  a  plan 
which  may  have  for  its  object  the  colonizing,  in  some  distant  coun- 
try, the  Free  People  of  Colour  who  are  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  States,  or  within  the  limits  of  any  of  their  Territories. 

By  New  Jersey — 1825. 

"  Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Legislature,  a  system 
of  foreign  colonization,  with  correspondent  measures,  might  be 
adopted,  that  would,  in  due  time,  effect  the  entire,  emancipation  of 
elaves  in  our  country,  and  furnish  an  asylum  for  the  free  blacks, 
without  any  violation  of  the  national  compact,  or  infringement  of 
the  rights  of  individuals;  and  that  such  a  system  should  be  predi- 
cated upon  the  principle^  that  the  evil  of  slavery  is  a  national  one, 
and  that  the  People  and  the  States  of  this  Union,  ought  mutually 
to  participate  in  the  duties  and' the  burdens  of  removing  it." 

By  Ohio— 1824. 

A  resolution  recommending  "  the  gradual  but  entire  emancipa- 
tion of  slaves,  and  a  system  of  foreign  colonization;  and  the  pas- 
sage of  a  law  by  the  General  Government,  with  the  consent  of  the 
slave-folding  States,  providing  that  all  children  born  of  slaves 
thereafter,  be  free  at  the  age  of  21;  and  recognising  the  evil  of 
slavery  as  a  national  one,  and  the  principle  that  all  the  States 
should  share  in  the  duties  and  burdens  of  removing  it." 

By  Connecticut — 1824. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  existence  of  slavery  in  the  United  States, 
is  a  great  national  evil,  and  that  the  People  and  the  States  ought  to 
participate  in  the  burdens  and  the  duties  of  removing  it,  by  all 
just  and  prudent  measures,  which  may  be  adopted  with  a  due  re- 
gard to  their  internal  peace  and  mutual  harmony;  and  that  a  sys- 
tem of  colonization,  under  the  patronage  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, may  reasonably  be  deemed  conducive  to  so  desirable  an  ob- 
ject " 

January  16,  182T. 

"Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  tlw  Commonwealth  of 
Kentucky,  That  they  view  with  deep  and  friendly  interest,  the 
exertions  of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  in  establishing  an 
Asylum  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  for  the  Free  People  of  Colour  of 
Die  United  States:  and  that  the  Senators  and  Representatives  in 
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Congress  from  this  State,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  requested,  to 
use  their  efforts  to  facilitate  the  removal  of  such  free  persons  of 
colour  as  may  desire  to  emigrate  from  the  United  States  to  the 
Colony  of  Africa,  and  to  insure  to  them  the  protection  and  patron- 
age of  the  General  Government,  so  far  as  shall  be  deemed  con- 
sistent with  the  safety  and  interest  of  the  United  States. 

"Resolved,  That  the  Qovernor  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy 
of  the  foregoing  resolution  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Represen- 
tatives in  Congress" 

Similar  resolutions  are  believed  to  have  been  adopted  by  the 
States  of  Rhode  Island  and  Illinois. 

The  following  resolution,  was  submitted  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  by  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  Feb.  18th,  1825: 

"  Resolved,  That  as  soon  as  the  portion  of  the  elisting  funded 
debt  of  the  United  States,  for  the  payment  of  which  the  public 
land  of  the  United  States  is*  pledged,  shall  have  been  paid  off, 
then,  and  thenceforth,  the  whole  of  the  pvblic  land  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  nett  proceeds  of  all  future  sales  thereof,  shall 
constitute  or  form  a  fund,  wjiich  is  hereby  appropriated,  and  the 
faith  of  the  United  States  is  pledged,  that  the  said  fund  shall 
be  inviolably  applied,  to  aid  the  emancipation  of   such  slaves, 
within  any  of  the  United  States,  and  aid  the  removal  of  such 
slaves,  and  the  removal  of  such  Free  People  of  Colour  in  any  of 
the  said  States,  as  by  the  laws  of  the  States  respectively,  may  be 
allowed  to  be  emancipated,  or  removed  to  any  territory  or  country 
without  the  limits  of  the  United  States  of  America." 

The  following  by  Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  March  2,  1825: 
"  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  required  to  ascertain 
the  probable  expense  of  extinguishing  the  Indian  title  to  a  portion 
of  the  country  lying  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  that  may  be 
Buitable  for  colonizing  the  Free  People  of  Colour;  the  best  routes 
across  the  Mountains,  and  the  probable  cost  of  a  road  and  military 
post,  necessary  to  a  safe  communication  with  such  Colony,  and  to 
report  the  same  to  this  House,  at  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

From  the  (Geo.)  Missionary. 

At  a  called  session  of  the  Jackson  County  Auxiliary  Coloni- 
zation Society,  held  on  the  2d  day  of  April,  1825,  the  following 
'  preamble  and  resolutions  were  offered  and  unanimously  adopted: 
Whertas,  it  is  obvious  that  the  present  is  an  age  of  gnat  and 
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successful  experiment  and  enterprise,  all  having  the 
of  the  condition  of  the  human  family  in  view;  and  whereas,  we 
do  believe  that  the  American  Colonization  Society  may  be  justly 
ranked  with  the  greatest  means  employed  at  this  time,  with  a  view 
to  the  accomplishment  of  those  events  which  are  indispensable  a* 
a  prelude  to  that  happy  day  (and  which  cannot  be  distant,)  when 
violence  and  oppression  shall  be  driven  frQm  the  world,  and  the 
"knowledge  of  God  shall  cover  the  earth,  as  the  waters  cover  the 
sea:" 

Therefore,  be  it  Resolved,  That  this  Society,  impelled  by  ihe 
foregoing  considerations  and  convictions,  and  in  anticipation  of 
final  success,  renew  to  each  other  the  solemn  pledge  of  fidelity  and 

t.    perseverance  in  aiding  to  the  utmost  of  their  means  the  great  and 

'  laudable  enterprise  of  the  Parent  Society. 

2.  Resolved,  That  this  Society,  in  anticipating  the  approaching 
4th  of  July  next,  see  much  to  excite  their  love  and  gratitude  t* 
God,  and  they  trust  in  a  just  proportion  their  love  to  their  fellow 
creatures  of  every  cast:  It  is  therefore  recommended  that  that  day 
be  set  apart  as  the  Day  that  ushers  in  the  first  and  great  American 
Jubilee;  and  that  so  far  as  the  members  of  this  Society  are  con- 
cerned, or  their  influence  extends,  to  loose  the  bands  of  labour  on 
that  day,  and  that  a  Committee,  consisting  of  Win.  Pentecost, 
Hugh  Montgomery,  David  Boring,  Hosea  Camp,  and  Joseph 
Hampton,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  and  requested  to  open 
a  correspondence  with  such  persons  as  they  may  deem  most  friend- 
ly to  the  institution,  with  a  view  to  solicit  donations  in  behalf  and 
for  the  use  of  the  Parent  Society,  and  to  call  their  attention  to  the 
expediency  of  forming  Auxiliaries;  and  that  they  also  avail  them- 
selves of  the  advantages  of  that  auspicious  day,  in  soliciting  dona- 
tions for  the  use  of  what  we  do  not  scruple  to  call,  one  of  the 
greatest  enterprises. 

3.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Society,  that  the 
cause  in  which  the  American  Colonization  Society  is  engaged,  is 
National,  and  therefore  requires  and  merits  National  aid;  they 
consequently  look  with  anxious  anticipation  to  the  National  and 
-State  Governments,  for  their  efficient  co-operation,  and  to  Auxili- 
aries and  individuals  for  more  liberal  contributions. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Society  transmit  to 
Richard  Smith,  Esq.  Treasurer  of  the  American  Colonization  So* 
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ciety,  all  the  money  in  his  hands,  except  so  much  as  may  be  &*• 
cessarily  retained' for  incidental  expenses,  and  report  to  the  So- 
ciety *at  the  next  meeting. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  day  be  transmitted  to 
the  editors  of  The  Missionary  for  publication. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  Society  now  adjourn  to  the  first  Satur- 
day in  September  next' 

A  true  copy  from  the  minutes: 

W.  PENTECOST,  Secretary,  p.  t. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

The  preceding  sheet  was  struck  off  before  we  received  the 
preamble  which  preceded  the  Kentucky  resolution.  We  insert 
here  the  preamble,  aiso  the  preamble  and  resolutions  adopted  by 
the  General  Assembly  of  Delaware,  February  8th,  1827. 

"  The  Committee  to  whom  wa9  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  have  had  that  subject  under  con- 
sideration, and  now  report : 

"  That  upon  due  consideration  of  the  said  memorial,  and  from  all 
other  information  which  your  Committee  has  obtained,  touching 
that  subject,  they  are  fully  satisfied  that  no  jealousies  ought  to 
exist,  on  the  part  of  this  or  any  other  slave-holding  State,  respect- 
ing the  objects  of  this  Society,  or  the  effects  of  its  labours.     - 

u  Your  Committee  are  further  well  assured  that  the  benevolent 
and  humane  purposes  of  the  Society,  and  the  political  effects  of 
those  purposes,  are  worthy  the  highest  consideration  of  all  Phi* 
lanthropists  and  Statesmen  in  the^jJnion,  whether  they  be  citizens 
of  slave-holding  or  non-slave-holding  States.  It  is  believed  by 
your  Committee,  that  the  memorial  itself  is  well  calculated  to  pre* 
sent  the  subject  in  a  proper  point  of  view,  and  to  interest  the 
public  mind  in  the  laudable  objects  of  that  Society ;  they  there- 
fore refer  to  the  same  as  a  part  of  this  report :  Your  Committee 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions." 


Whereas,  the  "  Wilmington  Union  Colonization  Society,"  pro* 
fesaing  by  its  Constitution  to  be  "  Auxiliary  to  the  American  Co* 
Ionization  Society,"  and  that  the  objeet  to  which  its  views  shall 
be  exclusively  directed,  is  the  colonization  on  the  coast  of  Africa, 
with  their  own  consent^  of  the  Free  People  of  Colour  of  the  Unit 
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ed  States,  has,  by  memorial  addressed  to  this  General  Assembly, 
requested  the  expression  of  an  opinion  whether  their  views  de- 
serve the  National  support,  and  with  the  National  funds,  to  suck 
extent  as  the  wisdom  of  Congress  shall  deem  prudent.  And  in 
the  said  memorial,  has  set  forth  that  the  system  of  colonizing  the 
Free  People  of  Colour  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  has  already  been 
commenced  by  the  "  American  Colonization  Society,"  and  Hut 
experiments  have  proved  the  plans  adopted,  to  be  no  longer  doubt- 
ful of  success, if  suitable  National  encouragement  be  given;  and 
whereas,  it  satisfactorily  appears  to  this  Legislature,  that  the  me- 
morialists are  engaged  in  endeavouring  to  execute  one  of  the 
grandest  schemes  of  philanthropy  that  can#be  presented  to  the 
American  People,  that  it  is  no  less  than  the  cause  of  humanity, 
suffering  humanity — the  redemption  of  an  ignorant  and  much  in- 
jured race  of  men,  from  a  degradation  worse  than  servitude  and 
chains,  and  placing  them  in  that  country  on  that  luxuriant  soil, 
and  in  that  genial  climate  pointed  to  by  the  finger  of  Heaven  as 
their  natural,  inheritance. 

And  it  further  appears  to  this  Legislature,  that  the  object  of 
this  Society  is  two  fold;  for  while  it  immediately  and  ostensibly 
directs  its  energies  to  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  Free 
People  of  Colour,  it  relieves  our  country  from  an  unprofitable 
burden,  and  which,  if  much  longer  submitted  to,  may  record  upon 
our  history  the  dreadful  cries  of  vengeance  that  but  a  few  years 
since  were  registered  in  characters  of  blood  at  St.  Domingo. 

Therefore,  be  it  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  State  of  Delaware,  in  General  Assembly  met, 
That  it  is  requisite  for  our  prosperity,  and  what  is  of  more  im- 
portant concern,  essential  to  our  safety,  that  measures  should  be 
taken  for  the  removal  from  this  country  of  the  free  negroes  and 
free  mulattoes. 

Resolved,  That  this  General  Assembly  approve  the  objects  of 
the  American  Colonization  Society,  and  consider  that  these  ob- 
jects deserve  public  support,  and  that  they  ought  to  be  fostered 
and  encouraged  by  the  National  Government,  and  with  the  Na- 
tional funds. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senators  of  this  State  in  Congress,  with  the 
Representative  from  this  State,  be  requested  to  approve  and  pro- 
mote in  the  Councils  of  the  Nation,  measures  for  removing  from 
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this  country  to  Africa,  the  free  coloured  people  who  may  be  will- 
ing to  emigrate. 

Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  be  requested 
officially  to  sign  these  resolutions,  and  forward  a  copy  to  each  of 
our  Senators,  and  a  copy  to  our  Representative  in  Congress. 

Address  of  the  Synod  of  Tennessee,  to  the  Society  for  the  Colo- 
nization of  the  Dree  People  of  Colour  in  the  United  States. 

To  the  Hon.  Bushrod  Washington,  Esq.  President,  && 
Respected  Sir: 

Through  you  the  Synod  of  Tennessee  embrace,  with  lively 
pleasure,  an  early  opportunity  of  congratulating  the  Society  form- 
ed at  the  Capital  of  our  nation,'  and  consisting  of  so  many  of  our 
distinguished  statesmen  and  fellow-citizens,  for  the  colonization 
of  the  Free  People  of  Colour  among  us,  who  may  accede  to 
their  plan.  We  congratulate  you  on  the  noble  and  important  ob- 
ject for  which  you  are  associated,  on  the  providential  signs  of  our 
times  which  signally  favour  your  efforts,  and  on  the  wide  spread 
and  growing  impression  upon  the  public  mind,  that  your  success 
is  connected  with  the  best  interests,  not  only  of  the  people  of  co- 
lour, but  of  our  country  and  mankind.  If  it  is  important  that  legal 
equality  should  accompany  liberty,  that  Africa  should  receive  the 
Gospel,  and  that  the  evils  of  the  slave-trade  should  be  overruled 
for  her  final  enjoyment  of  the  blessings  of  civilization  and  know- 
ledge, liberty  and  religion,  then  it  is  important  that  your  design 
should  be  encouraged.  We  wish  you,  therefor^  to  know,  that 
within  our  bounds  the  public  sentiment  appears  clearly  and  deci- 
dedly in  your  favour,  and  that  the  more  vigorously  and  perseve* 
ingly  you  combine  and  extend  your  exertions  on  the  plan  you 
have  adopted,  the  more,  you  are  likely  to  be  crowned  with  the  apr 
probation  of  the  people  as  well  as  with  the  higher  rewards  of  do- 
ing good.  As  ministers  and  disciples  of  Him  who  proclaims 
light  to  them  that  sit  in  darkness,  peace  to  a  jarring  world,  liber- 
ty to  the  captives,  and  the  opening  of  the  prison  to  them  that  are 
bound,  we  anticipate  the  glorious  day,  when  men  shall  know  the 
Lord  from  the  least  unto  the  greatest  in  all  lands;  when  every  one 
shall  sit  under  his  own  vine  and  under  his  own  fig  tree,  having 
none  to,  molest  or  to  make  him  afraid ;  when  the  rod  of  the  op- 
pressor and  die  tears  of  the  oppressed  shall  be  known  no  more; 
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but  ill  men  shall  do  unto  others  as  they  would  be  done  unto  in 
similar  circumstances.  This  glorious  change  in  ihe  state  of  the 
world  we  expect  will  be  brought  about  by  the  instrumentality  of 
men  under  the  blessing  of  God.  While,  then,  the  heralds  of  sal- 
vation go  forth  in  the  name  and  strength  of  their  Divine  master, 
to  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature,  we  ardently  wish  that 
your  exertions  and  the  best  influence  of  all  philanthropists  may  be 
united,  to  meliorate  the  condition  of  human  society,  and  especial- 
ly of  its  most  degraded  classes,  till  liberty,  religion,  and  happi- 
ness shall  be  the  enjoyment  of  the  whole  family  of  man. 

Nashville  Church,  October  Sd,  I8ir. 
A  true  copy  from  the  records  of  the  Synod  of  Tennessee. 

CHARLES  COFFIN,  Staled  Clerk. 

Extract  from  the  journal  of  the  Convention  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  of  Virginia,  holden  in  Petersburgh  an  the 
Uth  May,  1819. 

a  Resolved,  That  this  convention  highly  approve  of  the  objects 
of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  and  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  transmit  to  the  President  of  the  Society,  a  copy  of 
this  resolution,  and  to  assure  him  of  the  good  wishes  and  prayers 
of  the  committee  in  behalf  of  the  benevolent  exertions  of  the  So* 
ciety. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Wilmer,  Robert  Page,  Esq. 
and  Mr.  Needham  Washington,  be  the  committee  for  that  pur* 
pose.*'  «' 

In  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  Maryland. 

Resolved,  That  the  institution  of  the  Society  for  colonizing 
the  Free  People  of  Colour  of  the  United  States,  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  meets  with  the  cordial  approbation  of  this  convention;  and 
that  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  all  the  members  of  this 
church,  to  give  to  the  said  Society  their  countenance  and  sup- 
port. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  convention  be  presented  to 
the  Hon.  Bushrod  Washington,  the  President;  and  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  Managers,  for  their  zealous  and  persevering 
exertions  in  furtherance  of  the  benevolent  object  of  the  Society. 
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Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  transmit  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions to  the  President  and  Secretary  of  the  Society. 

Test,  H.  h.  DAVIS,  Secretary. 

Resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  oftfie  Presbyterian  Church. 

t 

The  objects  and  plans  of  the  American  Society  for  colonizing- 
the  free  people  of  colour  of  the  United  States,  having  been 
stated  to  the  general  assembly,  and  the  same  having  been  consid- 
ered and  discussed,  the  assembly  resolved,  that  in  their  opinion 
the  plan  of  the  Society  is  benevolent  in  its  design,  and  if  properly 
supported,  and  judiciously  and  vigorously  prosecuted,  calculated 
to  be  extensively  useful  to  this  country  and  to  Africa. 

The  situation  of  the  people  of  colour  has  frequently  attracted 
the  attention  of  this  assembly.    In  the  distinctive  and  indelible 
marks  of  their  colour,  and  the  prejudices  of  the  people,  an  insu- 
perable obstacle  lias  been  placed  to  the  execution  of  any  plan  for 
-elevating;  their  character,  and  placing  them  on  a  footing  with  their 
brethren  tif  the  same  common  family.     In  restoring  them  to  the 
land  of  their  fathers,  the  assembly  hope  the  way  may  be  opened, 
not  only  for  the  accomplishment  of  that  object,  but  for  introduc- 
ing civilization  and  the  gospel  to  the  benighted  nations  of  Afri- 
ca.—From  the  information  and  statements  received,  the  assembly 
believes,   that  the  proposed  Colony  in  Africa,  may  be  made  a 
powerful  auxiliary  in  the  efforts  which  are  making  to  abolish  the 
iniquitous  traffickin  slaves,  carried  on  in  Africa,  and  happily  cal- 
culated to  lay  the  foundation  for  a  gradual  emancipation  of  slaves 
in  our  eountry,  in  a  legal  and  constitutional  manner;  and  without 
violating  the  rights,  or  injuring  the  feelings  of  our  southern  bre- 
thren. 

With  these  views,  the  assembly  feel  it  a  duty  earnestly  to  je- ' 
commend  the  American  Society  for  Colonizing  the  Free  People  of 
Colour  of  the  United  States  to  the  patronage  and  attention  of  the 
churches  under  their  care,  and  to  benevolent  individuals  through- 
out the  Union. 

A  true  extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  general  assembly  of  the 
Protestant  Church. 

Attest,  I.  E.  LATTA,  Permanent  Clerk. 

Session  of  the  Assembly ,  May  31>l,  1819. 


TO 

"The  following  Resolution  was  adopted  by  tte  same  in  1826. 

The  following  resolution  was  passed  in  favour  of  the  American. 
Colonization  Society,  viz:        , 

The  Assembly  having  witnessed  with  high  gratification  the 
progress  of  the  American  Colonization  Society  in  a  great  work  of 
humanity  and  religion,  and  believing  that  the  temporal  prosperity 
and  moral  interests  of  an  extensive  section  of  our  country,  of  a  nu- 
merous, degraded,  and  miserable  class  of  men  in  the  midst  of  us, 
and  of  the  vast  continent  of  Africa,  now  uncivilized,  and  unchris- 
tian, are  intimately  connected  with  the  success  of  this  institution; 
therefore 

"Resolved,  That  this  assembly  recommend  to  the  churches 
under  their  care  to  patronize  the  objects  of  the  American  Coloni- 
zation Society;  and  particularly  that  they  take  up  collections  in 
aid  of  its  funds  on  the  4th  of  July  next,  or  on  the  Sabbath  immedi- 
ately preceding  or  succeeding  that  day,  and  whenever  such  course 
may  be  thought  expedient,  to  give  them  assistance  in  such  a  manner 
as  may  be  most  conducive  to  the  interests  of  the  general  cause. 

Mdressfrom  the  Presbytery  of  North  Carolina. 

Hillsborough,  April  18,  1818. 

Sir, 

The  Presbytery  of  Orange,  in  the  state  of  North  Carolina, 
learn  with  sincere  and  peculiar  satisfaction,  that  a  plan  for  colo- 
nizing the  free  people  of  colour  of  the  United  States,  has  now 
ceased  to  be  merely  a  subject  of  anxious  wish  to  the  hearts  of  the 
humane,  and  the  charity  of  the  christian.  We  rejoice  in  the  insti- 
tution of  a  Society,  in  which,  permit  us,  sir,  to  say,  that  your 
selection  to  the  presidency  is  calculated  to  excite  a  general  con- 
fid^noe.  To  Him  who  has  ruled  in  this  auspicious  event,  we 
would  render  our  thanks,  that  the  Society  has  already  commenced 
its  operations,  and  is  now,  with  a  well-directed  energy,  advanc- 
ing in  their  execution.  It  has  long  been  the  firm  opinion  of  ma- 
ny in  this  part  of  our  country,  that  nothing  more  was  necessary 
to  success,  in  colonizing  vast  numbers  of  free  people  of  colour, 
than  a  common  understanding  among  its  friends,  with  a  well  di- 
gested method,  distinctly  pointed  out,  and  evidently  practicable 
without  injury  to  the  community.  When  the  feeling  and  patri- 
otic bosom  has  breathed  the  ardent  wish,  that  our  country  mjg)it 
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be  redeemed  from  the  complicated  evils  which  have  been  incor? 
porated  with  society,  it  was  to  such  a  plan  only  as  it  was  the 
object  of  your  institution  to  patronize  and  effect,  that  the  intelli- 
gent mind  could  look  for  the  consolation  of  hope.  Coloniza- 
tion was  necessary;  but  how  were  the  wisdom  and  efficacy  to  be 
combined,  which  were  essential  to  its  accomplishment.  It  was 
necessary,  not  only  that  cautious  prudence  should  be  satisfied,  but 
even  reluctant  selfishness  must,  if  possible,  be  left  without  a 
plausible  plea  for  opposition,  from  apprehensions  of  public  dan- 
ger, untoward  circumstances,  or  untimely  failure.  We  think, 
that  in  the  constitution  and  proceedings  of  the  Colonization  So- 
ciety, we  see  all  that  we  could  wish.  We  might  indeed  desire  to 
witness,  and  experience  ourselves,  a  speedy  and  complete  termi- 
nation to  the  moral  disease  which  mingles  and  circulates  its  vitiat- 
ing influence  through  the  whole  of  our  social  state;  but  with 
prayerful  resignation  we  would  submit  to  the  will  of  our  Heavenly 
Father,  and  be  fervently  grateful  to  him,  for  the  prospect  with 
which  he  permits  our  longing  eyes  to  be  cheered.  As  a  pledge 
of  ardour  which  animates  this  Presbytery  in  the  cause  which  en- 
gages the  Society,  we  are  directed  to  inform  you,  that  a  resolution 
appointing  a  committee  to  give  expression  to  their  feelings,  they 
have  annexed  another:  "That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  by 
this  body  to  each  of  its  members,  to  employ  his  influence  and 
personal  exertions,  for  promoting  the  establishment  of  Societies, 
auxiliary  to  the  principal  Colonization  Society. " 

Our  prayers,  sir,  are  ever  with  you,  and  with  the  Society,  that 
God,  in  whose  hands  the  hearts  of  men  are  as  the  rivers  of  water, 
to  turn  diem  whithersoever  he  will,  may  plenteously  infuse  into 
your  minds,  and  into  the  hearts  of  the  people,  a  spirit  of  union  and 
strength  to  accomplish  the  great  object  of  your  benevolent  insti- 
tution, for  the  sake  of  our  Great  Redeemer. 
Signed  by  the  committee, 

FREDERICK  NASH, 
WM.  M'PHEETON, 
JOSEPH  CALDWELU 
JBSm.  Bushrod  Washington^ 

President  of  the  American  Colonization  Society. 
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Extract /ram  the  minutes  cf  Ike  Pr&shytery  of  JbyettmJfe,  N.  C 

Thirteenth  session  of  the  Presbytery  of  FayetteriBe, 

Tirza  church,  Monday,  4th  October,  1819. 

Resolved^  That  this  Presbytery  do  heartily  approve  of  the  ot> 
ject  proposed  by  the  American  Society  for  colonizing  the  Fret 
People  of  Colour  of  the  United  States;  and  that  they  do  sincere- 
ly wish  and  fervently  pray,  that  the  said  Society  may  meet  witk 
the  most  abundant  and  speedy  success. 

Ordered,  That  an  attested  copy  of  the  above  resolution,  be 
transmitted  to  the  President  of  the  said  Society.. 

Truly  extracted  from  the  151st  page  of  the  minutes  'of  the 
Presbytery.  v 

COLIN  McIVER,  Stated  ClerL 

Westjiampton,  Sept  9th,  1819. 
EDm  B.  Caldwell,  Esq.  Secretary,  &c. 

Sin:  At  the  meeting  of  the  general  Association  of  Massacbu* 
setts  Proper,  at  Pittsfield,  June  £2d,  1819, 

"  The  Association  voted.  That  this  Association  entertain  senti- 
ments of  high  respect  for  the  Society  organized  for  the  coloniza- 
tion of  free  blacks;  that  they  most  earnestly  wish  success  to  its 
noble  and  interesting  objects;  that  they  assure  the  directors  «f 
their  co-operation,  and  beg  tbem  to  persevere  in  the  good  work 
so  favourably  commenced* 

"  Voted,  That  a  copy  of  this  vote  be  transmitted  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Society.'* 

Certified  and  transmitted  with  sentiments  of  respect,  by  sir. 
yours,  &c. 

ENOCH  HALE,  8u.gen.Aes.  Mass.  Proper. 

Prince  Edward,  Nov.  18th,  1819. 

Dear  Sir:  At  a  meeting  of  the  Synod  of  Virginia,  in  Win- 
chester, on  the  23d  October,  1819,  the  following  resolution  was 
unanimously  adopted,  and  an  order  passed,  that  a  copy  should  be 
transmitted  to  you,  as  President  of  the  American  Colonization 
Society.  - 

"  Whereas  the  Synod  of  Virginia  are  informed  of  the  existence, 
in  our  country,  of  an  association  of  intelligent  and  patriotic  citi- 
zen*, under  the  title  of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  the 
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object  of  which  is  to  send  out  to  Africa  such  Free  Persons  of 
Colour  as  ma j  be  willing  to  go;  and  whereas  there  is  reason  to  hope 
that  this  enterprise,  if  conducted  with  proper  discretion,  will  pro* 
duce  the  happiest  effects,  particularly  in  aiding  to  communicate 
the  glad  tidings  of  the  Gospel,  to  an  interesting  quarter  of  the 
globe;  and  to  meliorate  the  condition  of  a  degraded  portion  of 
our  population;  while  it  promises  the  means  of  alleviating  evils 
which  our  own  country  has  reason  to  deplore. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  that  the  Synod  of  Virginia  recommend, 
and  they  do  hereby  cordially  recommend,  to  all  the  members  of 
the  churches  and  congregations  under  their  care,  to  aid  the  de- 
sign of  the  said  Society  according  to  opportunity  and  ability,  by 
their  countenance,  their  contributions,  and  their  prayers  to  Al- 
mighty God  for  its  success." 

[Signed]  BENJ.  H.  RICE,  Moderator, 

A  true  copy : 

.   Matthew  Style,  Stated  Clerk. 

Resolution  of  the  Methodist  Conference  of  Virginia  and  North 

Carolina. 

Oxford,  N.  C.  Feb.  28th,  1825. 
Resolved*  That  this  Conference  highly  approve  the  object  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  and  recommend  it  to  the  patron- 
age of  the  people  of  our  charge. 

[Signed,]  JOHN  EARLY,  Secretary. 

The  following  act  was  adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Georgia^ 

in  1817. 

An  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  for  disposing  of  any  such  negro,  mu- 
latto, or.  person  of  colour,  who  has  been,  or  may  hereafter  be  imported, 
or  brought  into  this  state,  in  violation  of  an  act  of  the  United  States,  enti- 
tled tt  an  act  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  into  any  pott  or  place 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
January,  1808." 

&e  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Georgia  j  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  it  is  enacted  by 
the  authority  of  the  same,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  bis  excelkn 
cy  the  governor,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  to  appoint  some  fit 
and  proper  person,  to  proceed  to  all  such  ports  and  places  within 
this  state,  as  have,  or  may -have,  or  may  hereafter  hold,  any  ne- 
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gross,  mulattoes,  or  persons  of  colour,  as  may  have  been,  or  here- 
after may  be  seized  or  condemned  under  the  above  recited  act  of 
Congress,  and  who  may  be  subject  to  die  control*  of  this  state; 
and  the  person  so  appointed  shall  have  fall  power  and  authority 
to  ask,  demand,  and  recover  and  receive  all  such  negroes,  raulat- 
toes, or  persons  of  colour,  and  to  convey  the  same  to  Milledg* 
ville,  and  place  them  under  the  immediate  control  of  the  execu- 
tive of  this  state. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  his  excellency  die  go* 
vernor  is  hereby  empowered,  to  cause  the  said  negroes,  mulattoes, 
or  persons  of  colour,  to  be  sold,  after  giving  sixty  days'  notice  ia 
a  public  gazette,  in  such  manner  aa  he  may  think  best  caka- 
lated  for  the  interest  of  this  state. 

Sec.  S.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if,  previous  to  any 
sale  of  any  such  persons  of  colour,  the  Society  for  Cokniizatiea 
of  free  persons  of  colour  within  the  United  States,  will  under- 
take to  transport  them  to  Africa,  or  any  other  foreign  place,  which 
they  may  procure  as  a  colony  for  free  persons  of  colour,  at  the 
sole  expense  of  said  Society,  and  shall  likewise  pay  to  his  excel- 
lency the  governor,  all  expenses  incurred  by  the  &tate,  since 
they  have  been  captured  and  condemned,  his  excellency  the  go- 
vernor is  authorized  and  requested,  to  aid  in  promoting  tbe  be- 
nevolent views  of  said  Society,  in  such  manner  as  he  may  deem 
expedient. 

Assented  to,  I8th  December,  18ir. 


MEMORIAL 

Referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  January  29,  1827. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 

United  States  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  Memorial  of  the  American  Society  for  Colonizing  the  Free 

People  of  Colour  of  the  United  States, 

RESPECTFBLLT  REPRESENTS^ 

That,  in  the  year  1816,  a  number  of  respectable  individuals 
formed  themselves  into  a  Society,  at  the  seat  of  the  National 
Government,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  voluntary  colonist- 
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turn  of  the  Free  People  of  Colour  of  the  United  States,  in  Africa, 
or  elsewhere;  and  soon  afterwards  adopted  preparatory  measures 
for  the  accomplishment  of  their  purpose.  With  this  view,  suita- 
ble persons  were  sent  to  the  Southwestern  coast  of  Africa,  with 
instructions  to  visit  the  British  settlement  of  Sierra  Leone,  and 
other  places  in  the  vicinity,  to  select  a  proper  location  for  the  pro- 
posed Colony,  and  to  ascertain  how  far  reliance  might  be  placed 
on  the  favorable  disposition  of  the  native  tribes;  and  from  these 
commissioners  a  report  was  received  of  the  most  encouraging 
character.  After  some  further  inquiries,  and  preparatory  efforts, 
a  small  Colony  was  sent  out,  in  the  year  1820,  and  placed  on 
Sherbro  Island  as  a  temporary  residence,  until  possession  could 
be-  obtained  of  a  neighbouring  tract  of1  land  on  the  continent, 
which  the  natives  had  promised  to  sell.  The  performance  of  this 
promise  was  delayed  and  evaded  under  various  pretexts,  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  during  which  the  health  of  the  Colony  suffered 
very  materially  from  the  low,  flat  and  marshy  ground  of  Sherbro, 
where  they  were  compelled  to  continue  their  residence  much  lon- 
ger than  had  been  anticipated.  At  length,  however,  the  Agents 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  employed  to  select  a 
suitable  situation  for  recaptured  Africans,  effected,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  those  of  the  Colonization  Society,  the  purchase  of  an  ex- 
tensive territory  at  the  mouth  of  Montserado  river,  including  the 
cape  and  bay  of  that  river,  and  there  the  Colony  has  been  es- 
tablished. The  soil  is  fertile,  the  land  elevated  nearly  one  hun- 
dred feet  above  the  sea,  the  climate  as  healthy  as  any  in  Africa, 
and  the  anchorage  in  the  bay  and  roadstead  not  inferior  to  any  on 
the  whole  coast.  The  distance  from  the  flourishing  Colony  at 
Sierra  Leone  is  between  two  and  three  hundred  miles.  The  na- 
tives in  the  vicinity  are  divided  into  a  great  number  of  small 
and  nearly  independent  tribes;  and  being  but  slightly  held  toge- 
ther by  any  superior  authority,  may  be  considered  as  wholly  inca- 
pable of  uniting  to  any  serious  extent,  for  purposes  of  hostility. 
In  a  single  instance  an  attack  was  made  on  the  Colony,  while  in 
its  feeblest  conditi6n;  but  the  facility  with  which  it  was  repelled, 
renders  the  future  security  of  the  Colony  from  similar  attacks,  un- 
questionable,  under  its  probable  increase  of  population,  and  the 
improved  means  of  defence  with  which  it  has  already  been  pro- 
vided.   The  conduct  of  th£  natives,  indeed,  is  now  of  the  most 
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peaceable  and  friendly  character;  anjl  their  kindness  and  confi* 
dence  has  been  considerably  increased  by  the  return  of  several 
individuals  of  distinction  among  the  neighboring  tribes  who  had 
been  taken  from  a .  Spanish  slave  ship,  and  after  receiving  in 
America  the  most  friendly  attentions,  were  restored  by  the 
American  Government  to  the  homes  from  which  they  had  been 
torn. 

Notwithstanding  the  difficulties  inseparable  from  the  opening 
and  first  settlement  of  distant  and  uncultivated  regions,  difficul- 
ties increased  on  the  present  occasion  by  the  scanty  means  to  be 
drawn  from  the  only  sources  of  supply  open  to  the  Society,  the 
Colony  has  annually  increased  in  population,  and  now  contains 
nearly  six  hundred  individuals;  a  government  has  been  establish- 
ed, provided,  as  far  as  practicable,  with  the  necessary  securities 
for  life,  liberty  and  property.  Schools  are  opened  for  the  in- 
struction of  natives  as  well  as  colonists;  lands  have  been  cleared 
and  partitioned  among  the  settlers,  and  an  annual  product  may 
soon  be  anticipated  adequate  to  the  comfortable  supply  not  only 
of  those  who  have  already  emigrated,  but  of  those  also  who  may 
hereafter  be  induced  to  seek  for  happiness  and  independence  in 
the  land  of  their  fathers,  and  in  a  home  of  their  own*  For  more 
full  and  detailed  information  concerning  the  Colony,  the  Society 
refer  to  the  accompanying  report.  Such  is  a  general  outline  of 
the  operations  of  the  Society,  and  such  the  present  condition  of 
the  Colony.  In  the  progress  that  has  been  made,  your  memori- 
alists have  found  nothing  to  discourage  them,  and  from  the  actual 
state  of  things  which  they  have  thus  been  enabled  to  present  to 
the  view  of  your  honorable  body,  they  derive  the  pleasing  antici- 
pation ^of  being  able  *  to  demonstrate  to  the  world,  that  they  are 
engaged  in  an  enterprise  neither  unwise  nor  impracticable.  In 
the  course  of  a  few  short  years,  a  small  number  of  respectable  in- 
dividuals, actuated  only  by  the  most  philanthropic  motives,  pos- 
sessing no  political  power,  and  destitute  of  all  pecuniary  re* 
sources,  except  such  as  were  to  be  found  in  the  charity,  the  be- 
nevolence, and  the  patriotism  of  their  fellow  citizens,  have  suc- 
ceeded in  exploring  a  distant  coast,  in  overcoming  in  a  great 
measure,  the  very  natural  but  very  powerful  prejudices  of  the 
community  in  which  they  live,  and  in  transplanting  to  the  West- 
em  shores  of  Africa,  and  maintaining  in  a  state  of  perfect  secnrirr. 
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a  Colony  of  several  hundred  of  the  free  coloured  population  of 
their  country.  But  a  period  has  at  length  arrived  when  the 
Society  would  no  longer  be  justified  in  relying  on  its  own  limited 
resources  for. accomplishing  what  yet  remains  of  its  patriotic  un- 
dertaking. 

The  Colony  that  has  been  settled,  small  as  it  is,  is  yet  too  large 
to  be  governed  by  a  distant  and  unincorporated  Society.  If  the 
acknowledged  imperfections  of  human  nature,  and  the  uniform 
history  of  mankind,  did  not  evince  the  dangers  necessarily  con- 
nected with  the  sudden  transition  of  any  people  from  a  state  of 
moral  and  political  degradation  to  one  of  unqualified  freedom, 
the  experience  of  the  British  Colony  at  Sierra  Leone  would  suf- 
ficiently demonstrate  how  utterly  fallacious  must  be  all  reliance. 
on  political  restrictions,  deriving  their  only  sanction  from  the 
voluntary  submission  of  a  population  such  as  that  of  which  the 
Colony  at  Liberia  will  be  composed.  And  if,  with  these  evi- 
dences before  it,  the  Society  should  leave  its  infant  settlement 
to  the  inadequate  protection  to  be  derived  from  its  own  resources, 
it  would  be  justly  chargeable  with  all  the  evils  that  must  neces- 
sarily result  from  the  defective  powers  of  control  with  which  it  is 
invested. 

In  reference  too  to  the  great  objects  to  be  accomplished,  it  is 
now  time  to  look  to  other  means  than  such  as  can  be  supplied  by 
individual  charity.  The  extent  to  which  reliance  may  be  placed 
on  this  resource  has  been  in  a  great  measure  ascertained;  and  if. 
at  the  very  commencement  of  the  undertaking,  aided  as  it  has 
been  by  all  the  charms  of  novelty,  means  have  been  furnished 
for  removing  only, a  few  hundred  out  of  the  many  thousands  that 
are  annually  added  to  the  free  coloured  population  of  the  country, 
it  is  obvious  that  a  further  dependence  on  this  resource,  would  be 
little  less  than  an  abandonment  of  the  enterprise.  The  evil  to 
be  removed  is  continually  increasing,  while  the  means  for  its  re- 
moval are  proportionally,  diminished ;  and  with  every  exertion  on 
the  part  of  the  Colonization  Society,  unless  access  can  be  had  to 
other  resources,  each  succeeding  year  must  find  it  more  remote 
from  the  object  of  its  pursuit  Under  these  circumstances  the 
Society  has  felt  itself  justified  in  asking  the  immediate  and  effec- 
tual interposition  of  the  Government  of  the  country.  The  object 
it  proposes  to  accomplish,  U  the  removal  to  the  coast  of  Africa, 
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with  their  own  consent,  of  such  people  of  colour,  within  the  Unite* 
States,  as  are  already  free,  and  of  such  others  as  the  humanity  of 
individuals,  and  the  laws  of  the  different  States,  may  hereafter 
liberate.    Such  an  object,  connected  as  it  is  with  the  justice,  the 
humanity  and  the  welfare  of  our  country,  and  calculated  to  ele- 
vate the  character,  and  to  improve  the  condition  of  a  very  degrad- 
ed portion  of  the  human  race,  cannot,  fail  to  be  considered  as  ose 
of  deep  and  general  interest;  and  the  wisdom  of  the  National 
Legislature  may  be  safely  relied  on  for  suggesting  and  applying 
the  necessary  means  for  its  accomplishment.    Your  memorialists 
confidently  trust  that  in  this  explicit  avowal  of  the  real  and  only 
design  of  the  American  Colonization  Society,   will  be  found  its 
best  vindication  from  the  contradictory  imputations  cast  open  it 
ot  attempting  at  the  same  moment,  and  by  the  same  process, 
to  interfere,   on   the   one  hand,   with  the  legal  obligations  of 
slavery,  and  on  the  other,  to  rivet  the .  chains  more  firmly  thai 
ever  on  its  present  subjects.     The  Society  has  at  all  times  recog- 
nized the  constitutional  and  legitimate  existence  of  slavery  $  awl 
whatever  may  have  been  thought  of  its  unhappy  influence  on  the 
general  interests  of  the  country,  the  Government  of  the  Union 
has  never  been  looked  to  as  the  proper  or  authorized  instrument 
for  effecting  its  removal.    But  to  that  Government  k  has  been 
thought  that  resort  might  be  had  for  furnishing  the  means  of  vol- 
untary emigration  to  another  description  of  population  exercising 
a  confessedly  injurious  influence  on  every  portion  of  our  country, 
but  especially  so  on  those  parts  of  it  in  which  slavery  still  exist* 
And  if,   in  relation  to  the  latter,  the  effect  of  such  a  measure 
should  be  to  afford  to  individual  humanity  a  wider  field  fur  actios, 
and  to  the  State  authorities  an  opportunity,  and  an  inducement  to 
encourage  rather  than  to  forbid  emancipation  within  their  respec- 
tive -limits,  your  memorialists  have  hoped  that  this  consideration 
alone,   instead  of  prejudicing  their  present  application,  wooW 
operate  as  one  of  its  most  powerful  recommendations.    And  that 
such  would  be  the  case  with  the  nation  they  have  every  reason  to 
believe.    The  reception  which  the  Colonization  Society  has  met, 
in  almost  every  instance,  from  the  people,  bespeaks  a  deep  and 
general  interest  in  its  success.     And  the  resolutions  which  hare 
been  adopted  by  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  Legislatures  of  the 
States,  in  favour  of  the  plan  of  colonizing  the  free  people  of  colour, 
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indicate  it  as  an  object  entitled  in  every  respect  to-  the  aid  and 
patronage  of  a  Government  whose  peculiar  province  it  is,  in  the 
exercise  of  its  legitimate  powers,  "  to  provide  for  the  common  de- 
fence, and  to  promote  the  general  welfare"  of  the  country  over 
which  it  presides.  To  that  Government  the  question  is  now  fairly 
submitted,  in  the  fullest  confidence  that  it  will  receive  the  consid- 
eration due  to  its  importance,  and  a  decision  worthy  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  a  free,  a  great  and  an  enlightened  nation. 


CONSTITUTION 

Of  the  American  Colonization  Society. 

Art.  I.  This  Society  shall  be  called,  "  The  American  Socie- 
ty for  colonizing  the  free  people  of  colour  of  the  United  States." 

Art.  II.  The  object  to  which  its  attention  is  to  be  exclusively 
directed,  is  to  promote  and  execute  a  plan  for  colonizing  (with 
their  consent)  the  free  people  of  colour  residing  in  our  country, 
in  Africa,  or  such  other  place  as  Congress  shall  deem  most  expe- 
dient And  the  Society  shall  act,  to  effect  this  object,  in  co-ope- 
ration with  the  general  government,  and  such  of  the  states  as  may 
adopt  regulations  upon  the  subject. 

Art.  III.  Every  citizen  of  the  United  States,  w|po  shall  sub- 
scribe these  articles,  and  be  an  annual  contributor  of  one  dollar 
to  the  funds  of  the  Society,  shall  be  a  member.  On  paying  a  sum 
not  less  than  thirty  dollars,  at  one  subscription,  shall  be  a  member 
for  life. 

Art.  IV.  The  officers  of  this  Society  shall  be,  a  President,  Vice- 
Presidents,  a  Secretary,  a  Treasurer,  a  Recorder,  and  a  Board 
of  Managers,  composed  of  the  above  named  officers,  and  twelve 
other  members  of  the  Society.  They  shall  be  annually  elected 
by  the  members  of  the  Society,  at  their  annual  meeting  on  the 
Saturday  preceding  new  year's  day,  and  continue  to  discharge 
their  respective  duties  till  others  are  appointed. 

Art.  V.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  preside  at  all 
meetings  of  the  Society,  and  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  and  to 
call  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  of  the  Board,  when  he  thinks 
necessary,  or  when  required  by  any  three  members  of  the 
Board. 
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Art.  VI.  The  Vice -Presidents,  according  to  seniority,  shall 
.discharge  these  duties  in  the  absence  of  the  President. 

Art.  VII.  The  Secretary  shall  take  minutes  of  the  proceed- 
ings, prepare  and  publish  notices,  and  discharge  such  other  duties 
as  the  Board,  or  the  President,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent, according  to  seniority,  (when  the  Board  is  not  sitting,) 
shall  direct.  And  the  Recorder  shall  record  the  proceedings  and 
the  names  of  the  members,  and  discharge  such  other  duties  as 
may  be  required  of  him.  , 

'  Art.  VIII.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  and  take  charge  of 
the  funds  of  the  Society,  under  such  security  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  the  Board  of  Managers;  keep  the  accounts,  and  exhibit  a 
statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures  at  every  annual  meeting, 
and  discharge  such  other  duties  as  may  be  required  of  him. 

Art.  IX.  The  Board  of  Managers  shall  meet  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  January,  the  first  Monday  in  April,  the  first  Monday  in 
July,  and  the  first  Monday  in  October,  every  year,  and  at  such 
other  times  as  the  President  may  direct  They  shall  conduct  the 
business  of  the  Society,  and  take  such  measures  for  effecting  its 
object  as  they  shall  think  proper,  or  shall  be  directed  at  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Society,  and  make  an  annual  report  of  their  proceed- 
ings. They  shall  also  fill  up  all  vacancies  occurring  during  the 
year,  and  make  such  by-laws'  for  their  government  as  they  may 
deem  necessary,  provided  the  same  are  not  repugnant  to  this  con- 
stitution. 

Art.  X.  Every  Society  which  shall  be  formed  in  the  United 
States  to  aid  in  the  object  of  this  Association,  and  which  shall  co- 
operate with  its  funds  for  the  purposes  thereof,  agreeably  to  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  this  Society,  shall  be  considered  auxiliary 
thereto;  and  its  officers  shall  be  entitled  to  attend  and  vote  at  all 
meetings  of  the  Society,  and  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 
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LIST  OF  SOCIETIES 

Auxiliary  to  the  American  Colonization  Society. 


AUXILIARY  MARYLAND  STATE  SOCIETY, 
(Established  in  Baltimore.) 

Col.  John  Eager  Howard,  President, 
Hon.  Chief  Justice  Bruce,  Vice  President. 
Lake  Tiernan,  Treasurer.  .  Edward  J.  Coale,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 

Hon.  Elijah  Paine,  President. 
Vice  Presidents. 


Hon.  C.  P.  Van  Ness, 

Rev.  Almon  Dunbar, 
Hon.  Seth  Wetmore, 
Hon.  Martin  Chittenden, 
Hon.  Israel  P.  Dana, 
Rev.  James  Hobart, 
Hon.  D.  Azro  A.  Buck,  - 
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Managers. 


His  Ex.  Ezra  Butler. 

Hon.  Amariah  Chandler, 
Samuel  Clark,  Esq. 
Hon.  Phineas  White, 
Rev.  Calvin  Yale, 
Hon.  Thomas  Emerson, 
Hon.  Abner  Forbes. 


Hon.  Jeduthun  Loomis,  Treasurer, 
Hon.  Joseph  Howes,  Auditor, 
Rev.  Chester  Wright,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW-JERSEY. 

Robert  Field  Stockton,  Esq.  (of  U.  S.  Navy,)  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 

Gen.  John  Frelinghuysen, 
James  Stryker,  Esq. 
Professor  John  Maclean. 


James  S.  Green,  Esq. 
JL.  Q.  C.  Elmer,  Esq. 
Dr.  John  T.  Woodhuil, 


Managers. 


Richard  M.  Green,  Esq. 
Thomas  White,  Esq. 
Prof.  Charles  Hodge, 
Rev.  Geo.  S.  Woodhuil, 
George  Sherman, 
Daniel  Fenton, 

Robert  Voorhees,  Esq,  TreasW. 
U 


Dr.  A.  P.  Hagerman, 
Prof.  L.  Halsey, 
Samuel  J.  Bayard*  Esq. 
Emley  Olden, 
Hiram  Goodrich, 
Joseph  Nimmo. 

Rev.  Robert  Baird,  Secretary. 
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Directors  or  Honorary  Manage*. 


His  Ex.  1.  H.  Williamson, 
Hon.  A.  Kirkpatrick, 
Hon.  Richard  Stockton,    ' 
Hon.  T.  Frelinghuysen, 
Hon.  Lewis  Condict, 
Hon.  William  Rossell, 
Hon.  Gabriel  Ford, 
David  Thompson,  Esq. 
Samuel  Bayard,  Esq. 
Hon.  Charles  Ewing, 
\\  iUiam  Cruser,  Esq. 
"Peter  D.  Vroom,  Jr.  Esq. 
Dr.  John  Vancleve, 
Dr.  A.  R.  Taylor, 
John  N.  Simpson,  Esq. 
Joseph  Olden, 


Nathaniel  Cole,  M.  D. 
John  Potter,  Esq. 
C.  L.  Hardenburgh,  £q. 
Samuel  Aaron, 
Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Miller, 
Rev.  Dr.  A.  Alexander, 
Rev.  Dr.  James  Carnahtn, 
Kev.  Dr.  John  Macdowdl 
Rev.  Dr.  Asa  Hillyer, 
Rflrtr.  David  Comfort, 
Rev.  Isaac  V.  Brown, 
Rev.  Wm.  C.  Brownlee, 
Rev.  Dr.  Cannon, 
Rev.  Mr.  Labagh, 
Kev.  Dr.  P.  Mifledoller, 
Rev.  Samuel  Doughty. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  HAMPSHBE. 

His  Excellency  David  L.  Morrill,  Goflfstown,  President, 

Vice  Presidents. 

Rev.  Bennet  Tyler,  D.  D.  Hanover, 
Jonathan  Smith,  Esq.  Peterborough, 
Hon.  Matthew  Harvey,  Hopkinton, 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  Portsmouth, 
Rev.  John  H.  Church,  D.  D.  Pelham, 
Hon.  Samuel  Bell,  Chester, 
Hon.  Moses  P.  Payson,  Bath, 
Hon.  Caleb  Keith,  Wentworth, 
Hon.  William  A.  Kent,  Concord, 
Hon.  George  B.  Upham,  Claremont. 

Kev.  Nathaniel  Bouton,  Concord,  Secretary, 
William  Pickering,  Esq.  Concord,  Treaswtr. 

Managers. 

Rev.  John  Nye,  Claremont, 
Hon.  Henry  Hubbard,  Charleatown, 
Hon.  Samuel  Morril,  Concord, 
Hon.  Isaac  Hill,  Concord, 
Hon.  Titus  Brown,  Francestown, 
Hon.  Edmund  Parker,  Amherst, 
Mills  Olcott,  Esq.  Hanover, 
Moses  Baker,  Esq.  Campton, 
Stephen  Ambrose,  Esq.  Concord, 
Hon.  Ezekiel  Webster,  Boscawen, 
John  Williams,  Esq.  Dover, 
Arteroas  Rogers,  Esq.  Henniker. 
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AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  MAINS. 

N 

His  Excellency  Albion  K.  Harris,  President* 
Vice  Presidents', 
Prentiss' Mellen,  |  Rev.  J.  Nicholls.  * 

Charles  S.  Davis,  Treasurer,  Thomas  A.  Deblois,  Secretary. 

Trustees, 


Rev.  E.  Payson, 
Rev.  T.  B.  "Ripley, 
fcimon  Greenleaf, 
Joseph  Sibley, 


Henry  Smith, 
Nathaniel  Dana, 
Alfred  Richardson* 


AUXILIARY  STATE  SOCIETY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Thomas  C.  James,  )kf .  1).  President, 
Rev.  Benjamin  Allen,  Vice.  President. 
Gerard  Ralston,  Treasurer,  William  B.  Davidson,  Secretary 

Managers. 


Samuel  Archer, 
Silas  E.  Weir,* 
Isaac  C.  Jones. 
Philip  Garrett, 
Solomon  Allen, 


J.  K.  Mitchell,  M.  D. 
John  Wurtz, 
James  Bayard, 
Eli  K.  Price, 
G.  W.  Blight. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  OHIO. 

Hon.  Jeremiah  Morrow,  President, 

Vict  Presidents, 

Abraham  Shepherd,  Esq.  Speaker  of  the  Senate,  of  Brown  county, 

Rev.  R.  H.  Bishop,  D.  D.  President  of  the  Miami  University, 

Rev.  James  Hoge,  of  Franklin  county, 

Rev.  D.  Purviance,  of  Preble  county, 

Hon.  William  M'Lean,  of  Miami  county, 

Joseph  S.  Benham,  Esq.  of  Hamilton  county, 

Rev.  K.  G.  Wilson,  D.  D.  President  of  the  Ohio  University, 

David  Higgins,  Esq.  of  Butler  county, 

William  Rufus  Putnam,  Esq.  of  Washington  county, 

Rev.  W.  M'Millan,  of  Harrison  county. 

D.  W.  Deahler,  Esq.  Retarding  Secretary, 

Nathaniel  M'Lean,  Esq.  Corresponding  Secretary, 

Nathaniel  M'Lean,  Esq.  Treasurer. 

Managers, 

Orris  Parrish,  Esq. 
Mr.  Thomas  Johnston, 
Dr.  Samuel  Persons, 
Dr.  Lincoln  Goodale, 
Gen.  Joseph  Foos, 
Kev.  Jacob  Young. 


Rev.  James  M'Aboy, 
David  Smith,  Esq. 
Otis  Crosby,  Esq. 
Rev.  Charles  Henkle, 
Mr.  John  Cunning, 
G«n.  John  Warner, 
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AUXILIARY  NEW-YORK  STATE  SOCIETY. 
'  Col.  Henry  Rutgers,  President. 
Pie*  President*. 


CoL  William  Few, 

Rev.  Alex.  M«Leod,  D.  D. 

Crove  Wright,  Treasurer. 


Rev.  Philip  Mmcdokr,D.D, 
John  B.  Beck,  M.D.Jb&ty 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  RICHMOND,  YA. 

Chief  Justice  John  Marshall,  President. 

Vice  President*. 

John  Tyler,  |  Gen.  H.  G.  Winston. 

Benjamin  Brand,  Treasurer.  Thomas  Howard,  ftftsty 

Managers. 

Win.  H.  FHzwhylson, 
Robert  G.  Scott, 
John  Rutherford, 
Hall  Neilson, 
James  Blair, 
William  Crane, 


Wiffis  Cowling, 
James  E.  Heath, 
William  Barrett, 
Young  Pankey, 
J.  H.  Eustace, 
David  J.  Burr. 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY,  NORFOLK,  VA. 

James  Nimmo,  President. 
Vice  Presidents. 


Seth  Foster, 
John  MThail,  Treasurer, 
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Managers. 


Rev.  Noah  Davis, 
—  Henry  W.  Ducachet* 
— —  John  French, 
— -  Richard  L.  Green, 

Shepard  K.  Kollock, 

Thomas  G.  Broughton, 
Jonathan  Cowdery, 
Daniel  G.  Fisk, 


Richard  E.  Parker. 
William  Maxwell,  Sweta? 


Alexander  Gait, 
Jeremiah  Hendreo, 
Robert  C.  Jenninp* 
Hamilton  Shields, 
Robert  Soutter, 
Robert  B.  Starke, 
Henry  Woodis. 


ALBANY  AUXILIARY  SOCIETY,  N.  Y. 
Harmannoa  Bleecker,  President. 
Vict  Presidents. 
John  Lansing,  Jr.  |  Stephen  Van  Renseha- 

Ebenezer  F.  Backus,  Treasurer.  Benjamin  F.  Bute  to**? 
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HUDSON  AUXILIARY  SOCIETY,  N.  Y, 

Hon.  Rufus  Reed,  President. 

Vke  Presidents. 
Rev.  Cyrus  Stebbins,  |  Dr.  Samuel  White. 

Secretary,  John  Bowers,  Esq.  Treasurer. 


AUXIL'Y  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY  OF  DUTCHESS  COUNTY,  N.  Y. 

Philo  Buggies,  Esq.  President. 

Vke  President*. 

George  Bloom,  I  Abraham  G.  Storm, 

John  L.  Fonda;  |  Henry  Conklin. 

John  V.  B.  Varick,  Cor.  Sec*ry.  Matthew  Yassar,  Bee.  8ec*ry. 

9  Alfred  Raymond,  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY,  WATERFORD. 
Samuel  Stuart,  President.  |         Rev.  M.  W.  Dwight,  Secretary. 

NASSAU  AND  SCHODIC  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY, 
—  Warner,  Esq.  President.  -     |         Samuel  B.  Ludlow,  Esq.  Scttry. 

AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY,  CATSKILL. 
OnnUvy,  President.  \         Robert  Dorian,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY,  HILLSDALE. 

Adonijah  Bidwell,  Esq.  President. 
Rev.  Henry  Truesdell,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  FREDERICK  COUNTY,  MARYLAND] 

John  Grahame,  President. 
Vice  Presidents. 


Rev.  David  F.  SchaeflTer, 
Henry  WiUia, 
Ignatius  Davis, 
William  Morsell, 
John  Cole, 

Henry  Doyle,  Treasurer,  -— -  — ,  Secretary. 


John  Dudders, 
James  Terrance, 
Lewis  Motter, 
Andrew  Shriver. 
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WILMINGTON  FEMALE  AUXILIARY  SOCIETY,  DEL 

Miss  Elizabeth  Montgomery,  First  Diredreu. 

Mm  A.  M.  McMullin,  |  Mrs.  Lydia  M.  Gilbert. 

Mi»  A.  H.  Danagh,  Secretary.  Miss  Sarah  Black,  Treasunr. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  QUEEN  ANN'S  COUNTY,  MQ. 

Richard  T.  Earle,  President. 
Vice  Presidents. 


John  Tilgiiman, 
George  Findley. 


William  Carmichael,  Esq. 
John  P.  Pacha, 
William  Hemsly, 

Dr.  John  Davidge  Emory,  Sec*ry.  Philemon  B.  Hopper,  'I  nam*. 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY  OF  KENT  COlflNTY,  MD. 

WiUiam  Barrel],  Esq.  President. 

Vke  Presidents. 

James  Bowers, 
C.  F.  Chambers, 


Edward  Anderson,  Esq. 
U.  Anger,  Esq. 
Rev.  William  Jackson. 


Thomas  Worrell,  Esq. 
J.  B.  Eccleston,  Secretary.  R.  Ringold,  Treasurer. 


AUXIL'Y  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY  OF  DORCHESTER  CTY,  MD, 

Joseph  E.  Muse,  President. 
Chares  Goldsborough,  Esq.  Vice  President.   . 
James  Chaplaine,  Esq.  Treas'r.  James  Bryan,  Esq.  Saretary. 


NANSEMOND  COUNTY  AUXILIARY  SOCIETY. 

(Business  transacted  in  the  town  of  Suffolk.) 

Joseph  Prentiss,  Esq.  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 

Rev.  Jacob  Keeling,  I  Rev.  Robert  Cox, 

CoL  Josiah  Riddick,  |  Capt.  Mills  Riddick. 

John  T.  Kilby,  Secretary.  Arthur  Smith,  Treasure. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  HERTFORD  COUNTY,  N.  C. 

(Business  transacted  at  Murfteesborougb.) 
Vacant,  President. 
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Vict  President*. 
Rev.  Daniel  SouthaU,  |  Doctor  Isaac  Pipkin. 

Bev.  James  Douglass,  Secretary.,  James  Wells,  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  ISLE  OF  WIGHT  COUNTY,  VA. 

(Business  transacted  at  SmithfielcL) 

Doctor  Robert  Butler,  President. 
Doctor  George  Wilson,  1st  Flee  President, 
Major  Andrew  Woodley,  2d     Do* 
Colonel  Willis  H.  Woodley,  Secretary. 
John  Womble  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  HAMPTON,  VJ± 

Rev.  John  S.  Westwood,  President. 
Rev.  William  Gilliam,  1st  Fine  President. 
Luther  H.  Reed,         2d  Do. 

Samuel  Watts,  Sen.    3d  >        Do. 
William  J.  Simpkins,  Secretary. 
Westwood  S.  Armistead,  Esq.  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  SUSSEX  COUNTY,  VA. 

(Business  transacted  at  Sussex  Court-House.) 

John  Cargill,  Esq.  President. 
Major  William  Parham,  Vice  President. 
Colonel  George  Blow,  Secretary. 
William  Parham,  Treasurer. 


AUXILLAfeY  SOCIETY  OF  ALBEMARLE  COUNTY,  VA. 

General  J.  H.  Cocke,  President. 

Pice  Presidents. 
William  C.  Rives,  J.  H.  Terrell,  Thomas  W.  Gilmer. 

Jona.  B.  Carr,  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  KING  WILLIAM  COUNTY,  VA. 

John  Roane,  Esq.  President. 

Vise  Presidents. 
Rev.  Robert  Simple,  |  Bev*  And.  Broaddus. 
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Christopher  W.  Taliaferro,  Secretary. 
Doctor  Wiffiui  Gwathmey,  Treasurer. 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OP  KANHAWA  COUNTY,  VA 
Philip  P.  Thompson,  Esq.  President. 
Pice  Presidents. 
Hon.  Lewis  Summers,  |  John  L.  Fry. 

Joseph  Lovell,  Esq.  Treasurer.  Edward  S.  Eddy,  Esq.  &mwy. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY,  AUGUSTA  COUNTY,  VA. 
Rer.  Dr.  Conrad  Speece,  President. 

Fiee  Presidents.  » 

Rer.  James  C.  Wilson,  |  Rer.  Dr.  Daniel  Steves* 

Managers. 

James  A.  If  *Cue, 


Hon.  Archibald  Stuart, 
William  Bell, 
Daniel  Sheffey, 
Charles  A.  Stuart, 
John  H.  Peyton, 
Samuel  Clarke, 


John  lfl'Cue, 
David  Gilkeson,  Jr. 
William  Kinney,  Jr. 
David  W.  Patterson, 
Nicholas  C.  Kinney. 


William  Clark,  Esq.  Secretary.  Joseph  Cowan,  Esq.  TVawwr. 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  PASQUOTANK  COUNTY,  N.  C. 

Isaac  Overman,  President. 
Vice  Presidents* 
Enoch  Sawyer,  Esq.  |  Doctor  William  Martin. 

John  C.  Ebringhaus,  Secretary.  Benjamin  Sutton,  Trtanw** 

Managers. 


Joseph  Pritchard, 

Charles  Grice,  Esq. 

Too*.  L.  Shannonhouse,  Esq. 


Gen.  William  Gregory, 
Exum  Newby, 
Caleb  White. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  POWHATAN  COUNTY,  VA. 
CoL  James  Clarke,  President. 
Vke  Presidents. 
William,  Old,  Esq.  |  Rev.  Edward  Baptist 

John  B.  Tinsley.  Secretary.  Joseph  Davis,  Treasurer. 
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William  Fope, 
Joseph  Hobson, 
Rev.  Dan.  A.  Penick, 
Thomas  Scott, 
Joseph  Davis, 


MmtflOgerS. 


John  Daniel, 
William  L.  Montague, 
William  Sublitt, 
JohnGiBam. 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY  OF  LYNCHBURG,  CAMP- 
BELL COUNTY,  VA. 


Rev.  William  S.  Reid, 
Robert  Toler,  Secretary. 


John  Victor,  (Mayor.) 
Will  J.  Holcombe, 
David  R.  Edley, 
Samuel  Bransford, 
Elijah  Fletcher, 
James  Ntwhall, 


Rev.  John  Early,  President. 
Vice  Presidents. 

I  Rev.  P.  G<  Smith. 

John  Caskie,  Treasurer, 

Managers* 

|  N.  M.  Taliaferro, 

John  D.  Urquhartf 
Chris.  Umfree, 
John*  Thurmon, 
David  G.  Munell, 
Dr.  John  J.  CabeQ. 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY  OF  FLUVANNA  CO.  VA. 

Gen.  John  H.  Cocke,  President. 
Ftee  Presidents. 
Rev.  Walker  Timberlake,         |  John  Timbfiriake,  Jr.  Esq^ 

Edward  J.  Magruder,  Secretary.  Barritt  G.  Payne,  Treasurer. 

Managers. 


Guthrie  Morris, 
Gideon  A.  Strange, 
John  Winn, 
George  StiHman, 
James  Currin, 


Doct.  G.  M.  Lewis, 
Doct.  Bazil  M.  Jones, 
Charles  W.  Jones, 
Martin  Tutwrder, 
Samuel  F.  Morris; 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY  OF  JACKSON  CO.  GA. 

William  Pentecost,  President. 
Hugh  Montgomery,  Vice  President. 
David  Boring,  Treasmrer.  Joseph  Davis,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY,  HAMPDEN  SIDNBY  COI^ 

LEGE,  VA. 

12 
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AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  WHEELING,  VA. 

Nosh  Zane,  Esq.  President 

Vice  Presidents. 


Rev,  William  Wylie, 
Rev.  John  Armstrong, 
Bev.  Henry  Furlong, 


Samuel  Sprigg,  Esq. 
E.  J.  Lee,  Jr.  Esq. 
John  McLure,  Esq. 
James  Campbell, 
Bichard  Simms,  Esq. 
CoL  A.  Woods, 
Benj.  McMechon,  Esq. 
Jesse  C»  Smith,  Esq. 


Managers, 


Rev.  James  Hervey, 
Hon.  A.  Caldwell. 


Robert  J.  Curtis,  Esq. 
Wm.  F.  Peterson,  Esq. 
Dr.  John  H.  Irwin, 
Dana  Hubbard, 
Samuel  McClaUen, 
D.  B.  Bayless, 
Robert  C.  Woods,  Esq. 


[Nine  additional  Managers  will  be  elected  in  May  next,  from  Taboos 
tions  of  the  county.    The  Board  will  then  consist  of  24.} 


Thomas  Woods,  Esq.  Treas'r. 


R.  McKee,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  PITTSBURG,  P. 
Henry  Baldwin,  President. 
Vice  Presidents. 


Francis  Herron,  D.  D. 
Robert  Bruce,  D.  D. 
John  Black,  D.  D. 
Rev.  Elisha  P.  Swift, 
Rev.  C.  B.  Maguire, 

William  M'Candless, 
Neville  B.  Craig, 
'    Richard  Biddle, 
Harmer  Denny, 
Thomas  Enoch, 

Charles  H.  Israel,  Secretary. 


Managers. 


Rev.  John  H.  Hopkins, 
Rev.  Charles  Avery, 
Rev.  Joseph  Kerr, 
Rev.  Joseph  Stockton, 
Walter  Forward. 


W.  W.  Fetterman, 
John  M'Kee, 
Charles  L.  Voby, 
Samuel  Thompson, 
John  D.  Davis. 

William  B.  Lowtie,  7Veofursr. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

William  Carr  Lane,  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 


Hon.  James  h.  Peck, 
Gov.  Coles,  of  Illinois, 


Col.  John  O'Fallan, 
Dr.  Robert  Simpson, 
Hon.  Rufus  Pettiboae, 
Theodore  Hunt, 


Managers. 


George  Tompkins, 
William  S.  Carr. 


John  Smith, 
John  K.  Walker, 
Col.  Quarles, 
Edward  Bates, 
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Dr.  H.  L.  Hoffman,  I  Robert  Wash, 

Horatio  Cozens,  |  Thomas  Cohen. 

T.  Spalding,  Cor.  Secretary.  D.  Hough,  Reco/d'g  Secrtiafy. 

Aaron  Phule,  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  80CIETY  OF  PORTAGE  COUNTY,  OHIO, 

Jonathan  Sloane,  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 

Benjamin  Higley,     / 


Chauncey  Eggleston, 
Elizur  Wright, 
Owen  Brown, 

Matogen. 

SamuelT*  Whipple, 
Walter  Dickison, 
John  -H.  Whittlesey, 
John  P.  Depeyster, 
Frederick  Wadsworth, 


Alver  Day. 


Rukeman  Loomis, 
William  Stoddard, 
Rufus  Pierce, 
William  Coolman,  Jr. 
William  Frazer. 


Arthur  Anderson, 
C.  B.  Storrs,  Car.  Secretary.  SethDay,J3ec.  Secretary. 

Isaac  Swifit,  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  ANNAPOLIS. 
J.  T.  Chase,  President. 
Vice  Presidents. 


William  Kilty, 
Thomas  Blackistone, 
William  Spencer, 
Peter  Emmerson, 
C.  Dorsey, 

Dr.  Thomas  Johnson, 
William  Uayward, 
James  Murray, 
Benjamin  W.  Lecompte, 
John  Moffat, 

A.  C.  Magruder,  Secretary. 

John 


William  D.  Digge* 
William  R.  Stuart, 
Ephraim  K.  Wilson, 
R.  B.  Taney, 
Charles  S.  Sewall, 
William  Hughlett, 
Thomas  Kennedy, 
George  C.  Washington, 
James  TidbalL 


Jonathan  Pinkney,  Treasurer. 
Brewer,  Recorder. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  FREDERICK  COUNTY,  VA. 

Nathaniel  Burwell,  President. 
Obed  Waite,  Treasurer.  Augustine  C.  Smith,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  MONTGOMERY  COUNTY,  MP. 


N 
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AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  HARPER'S  FERRY,  VA. 

John  Siubblefield,  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 

Wilfiaoi  M'Ouire,  I  Edward  Wager, 

Armistead  Beckham,  |  Roger  Humphreys. 

Jacob  Waik.  Treasurer.  John  P.  MHsuire,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  LOUDON  COUNTY,  VA. 

Janes  Monroe  President. 
Vu*  President*. 

Samuel  Murray, 
LudwellLee, 
Israel  Janney, 
Jamea  Moore, 
Mahlon  Taylor, 
8amuel  Nichols, 
Isaac  Brown, 
R.  D.  Henderson,  Treasurer.  Richard  H.  Lee,  Secretary. 


Sydney  Baily, 
Johnson  CleaveJand, 
Burr  Powell;     ^ 
James  Heaton, 
William  Elzey, 
.William  Nohnd. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF   CHARLESTOWN,  JEFFERSON  CO.  YAr 

Dr.  Samuel  LGramer, 

Vice  President** 

Buahrod  C.  Washington, 
Adam  Weaver, 
Henry  S.  Turner, 


Robert  Washington,  Treasurer. 


John  T.  A.  Washington, 
George  W.  Humphreys, 
Nathaniel  Craighul, 
John  Marshall,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  80CIETY  OF  8HEPHERDSTOWN,  VA. 

James  S.  Lane,  President, 
John  Baker,  Pice  President. 
John  Cookus,  Treasurer.  Geo.  C.  P.  Kranth,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  ROCKINGHAM  COUNTY,  VA. 

Hon.  DanieT  Smith,  President, 

Vice  Presidents.       ' 

Dr.  Peachy  Harrison,  I  Rev.  Daniel  Baker, 

Maj.  John  Kenney,  |  CoL  Samuel  H.  Lewis. 

David  Steele,  Treasurer.  f^^^0^}^^ 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  YORK,  PENN. 
Jacob  Btrnitx,  FrmdewL 
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Vke  Presidents. 
George  Barnitz,  |  Jacob  Eichelberger. 

John  Schmidt,  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  NEW-LONDON,  VA. 

Rev.  John  Early,  President. 

Vice  President*. 
James  Stephen,  Sen.  |  Col.  John  vYalL 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  PRINCE  GEORGE  COUNTY,  MD. 

John  Johnson,  President. 

Viet  Presidents. 
James  R.  Montgomery,  |  Doctor  Joseph  Kent, 

T.  Tyler,  Treasurer.  Edward  Harwood,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  GREENBOROUGH,  N.  C. 

<  George  Swain,  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 

David  Worth,  I  Jonathan  Hadley, 

Jacob  Hubbard,  |  Abel  Coffin. 

James  Johnson,  Treasurer.      ».  James  Lindsay,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  CHAPEL  HILL. 

Rev.  Joseph  Caldwell,  D.  D.  President.  . 

Vice  Presidents. 

Major  P.  Henderson,  1  Robert  R.  King. 

William  M«Cawfey,  | 

Thomas  H.  Taylor,  Treasurer.  William  Hooker,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  FAYETTEVILLE,  N.  C. 

John  Wenslow,  President 
Duncan  M'Levin,  Vice  President 
James  Cameron,  Treasurer. 


AUXIUARY  SOCIETY  OF  TROY,  N.  Y. 
David  Bud,  Sen. 
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Vice  President*. 


T.  M<Coun, 


N.  S.  S.  Beuran, 
Joseph  Russell, 
Leland  Howard, 
David  Bucl,  Jr. 
Arnatiis  Robbing, 
Daniel  Sackett, 

O.  L.  Halley,  Se&retary. 


i 

Managers* 


E.  Morgan. 


Joshua  Templemaiv 
Zephaniah  Filer, 
Runis  Richards, 
John  P.  Cushman, 
Stephen  Warren, 
Allen  Fisk. 

William  Smith,  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  RALEIGH,  N.  C. 
John  Branch,  Esq.  President. 

Viet  Presidents. 

Col.  William  Polk,  I  Hon.  Leonard  Henderson, 

Hon.  John  L.  Taylor,  |  Archibald  Henderson,  Esq. 

Daniel  Dupree,  Treasurer.  Joseph  Gales,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  MILLEDGEVILLB*  GEO. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  MAYSVILLE,  KY. 

Rev.  William  Grinsted,  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 
George  Corcoin,  |  Lawrence  CahiH. 

Plato  Stout,  Corresponding  Secretary. 
Ennis  Duncan,  Recording  Secretary. 
Richard  Dement,  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  PETERSBURG,  V.V 

Dr.  R.  Field,  President. 
Rev.  And.  Syme,  1st  Vice  President. 
John  F.  May,  2d  Viet  President. 
G.  P.  Disosway,  Treasurer. 
William  M.  Atkinson,  Secretary. 

Managers. 


John  Grammer, 

James  Hunnicut,  Dinwiddie, 

Frs.  G.  Yancey, 

Minton  Thrift, 

W.  H.  Mac&rJand,' 


Thomas  Youngs 
Dr.  J.  C.  Pegram,  Dinwkk&e, 
Edward  Pescud, 
William  Clarke, 

Thomas  Robinsonv 


n 


Thomas  Shore, 
Benjamin  Rice, 
Am  B.  Spooner, 


John  Taliaferro, 
Hugh  Nelson. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  ELKTON,  KENTUCKY. 

Rev.  John  Graham,  (of  the  Methodist  church,)  President. 

Pice  Presidents. 
Rev.  Wm.  K.  Stewart,  of  the  Presbyterian  church, 
Rev.  John  S.  Wilscn,  of  (he  Baptist  church. 
Mr.  William  H.  Moore,  Recording  Secretary, 
Cyrus  Edwards,  Esq.  Corresponding  Secretary, 
Mr.  William  O.  Logan,  Treasurer. 

Managers. 

Col.  Richard  B.  New, 


Rev.  Caleb  N.  Bell, 
Mr.  John  Fletcher, 
Mr.  David  N.  Russel, 


Major  John  Gray. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  HAMPDEN  COUNTY,  MAS§. 

Samuel  Lathrop,  President. 

Israel  C.  TrasV,  Vice  Preset,  Justice  Willard,  Bee.  Secretary, 

F.  A.  Packard,  Cor.  Secretary,  '  George  Colton,  Treasurer* 

Managers. 


John  Mills, 
Ethan  Ely, 
Isaac  Rnapp, 


Samuel  Osgood, 
W.  B.  O.  Peabodr. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  PIQUA,  MIAMI  COUNTY,  OHIO. 

Gen.  Robert  Young,  President. 
Vice-Presidents. 


James  Defrees, 

J.  Hendershole,  Secretary. 

John  Campbell, 
Wm.  Elliott, 
F.  P.  Tinckum, 
Benj.  8.  Cox, 
Henry  Kitcher, 
Nathan  Jackson, 


i 


Managers* 


John  Ingram. 

Jacob  Sandis,  Treasurer. 

Joseph  Defrees, 
Robt.  Eirhart, 
David  Conklin, 
Moses  G.  Mitchel, 
Thomas  Bellas, 
Martin  Simpson. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY,  FREDERICKSBURG,  VA. 
John  P.  Lomax,  President. 
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Vke-Prmdcnt*. 


John  Gray, 
John  Scott, 


Managers* 


Her.  Edward  C.  M«Guire, 
Br.  Win.  Browne, 
William  A.  Knox. 
Reu>en  T.  Thorn, 
Philip  Harrison, 
Wm.  C.  Beale, 

tier.  Samuel  B.  Wilson,  Cor.  See. 


Daniel  GumfeB, 

Robt.  Lewis. 


Murray  Forbes, 
John  Hart, 
John  S.  WeHford, 
Samuel  Gordon, 
Fayette  Johnston, 
Horace  Marshall. 

Wm.  F.  Gray,  Bee.  See.  U  Tm 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY,  STEUBENVILLE,  OfflO. 

Hon.  John  C.  Wright,  President* 

Vice-Presidents* 

Rev.  George  Bucbansn, 
Rev.  J.  Morse, 
Rev.  C.  C.  Beatty, 


David  Hoge,  Esq. 
John  M.  Goodman,  Esq. 
Rev.  George  Brown, 

H.  H.  Leverett,  Secretary, 


Managers. 


G.  H.  Hallock, 
Bezl.  Wells, 
D.  Staunton, 
13.  Dickson, 
J.  Stokeley, 


David  Moody,  Vmswet- 


Alex.  M<Dowel),' 
James  G.  Herring 
Jas.  Wilson, 
D.  L.  Collier. 


I 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY,  WASHINGTON  COUNTY,  PER*- 
Hon.  Joseph  Lawrence,  President 


Vice-Presidents. 


Jonathan  Knight,  Esq. 
Joseph  Ritner,  Esq. 
Aaron  Kerr,  Esq. 
Wm.  M'Creery,  Esq. 
Thomas  RIngland,  Esq. 


James  Shannon,  Esq. 
Samuel  Workman,  Esq. 
Wm.  Sample,  Esq. 
Samuel  Hazlett, 
Thos.  W.  T.  M.  Kennan, 
Rev.  O.  B.  Jennings, 
Thomas  Morgan,  Esq. 
Rev.  John  Graham, 
George  Baird,  Esq. 
James  C.  Simonson, 
Samuel  Cunningham,  Secretary, 


Managers. 


Rev.  Samuel  Rabtoo, 
Rev.  Matthew  Brown, 
Rev.  Thomas  Hoge, 
Rev.  John  Anderses, 
Rev.  Asa  Shinn. 

James  Brioeknd,  Esq- 
Robt.  Officer,  Esq. 
Robt.  Cohnery,  E*V 
Joseph  Henderson,  Biq. 
Samuel  MTariand,  W 
John  S.  Brady,  E«r 
Doct  S.  Murdock, 
John  Grayson,  Esq. 
Jacob  Hoyle,Esq. 


Daniel  Moore,  Trtaswv. 
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AUXILIARY  SOCIETY,  TALBOT  COUNTY,  MD. 

Thomas  James  Bullett,  Esq.  President. 

For  the  Eastern  District— John  Leeds  Kerr,  Esq.  Vice-President. 

Manages. 

Fere  Benson,  Esq.  I  Rev.  Joseph  ScuU. 

Samuel  Groome,  Esq.  | 

•    For  the  Trappe  District— Daniel  Martin,  Esq.  Vice-President. 

Managers. 

Tench  THghman,  Esq.  I  Thomas  Hayward,  Esq. 

Samuel  S.  Dickinson,  Esq.       | 

For  the  Bayside  District— Anthony  Banning,  Esq.  Vice-President. 

Mctnageri. 
Robert  Banning,  Esq.  I  Richard  Spencer,  Esq. 

Dr.  John  Rodger?^  J 

For  the  Chappel  District— William  H.  Tilghman,  Vice-President. 

Managers. 

James  Chambers,  Esq.  I  Levin  Milles,  Esq. 

Arthur  Holt,  Esq.  | 

James  Parrott,  Secretary.  Wm.  Harrison,  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  BDENTON,  N.  C. 

James  Iredell,  President. 

Vice-Presidents. 
ReV.  Henry  Holmes,  |  Rev.  John  Avery. 

Managers. 

Nathaniel  Bord,  |  Mr.  Kerr, 

Henry  Fhiry,  L  John  Cox, 

James  Wills,  |  .     Charles  E.  Johnson, 

Rev.  Mr.  Ufredeth,  |  Dr.  James  Norcum. 

Henry  Wills,  Secretary.  William  R,  Norcum,  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  WILMINGTON,  DEL. 

Rev.  Ralph  Williston,  President. 
CoL  Allan  M'Lane,  1st  Vies  President. 
Hon.  Willard  Hall,  2d         do. 
R.  A.  Henderson,  Secretary. 
Samuel  Sappington,  Treasurer. 

Managers. 


Rev.  B.W.  Gilbert, 
Rev.  H.  L.  Davis, 
David  C;  Wilson, 

13 


Robert  Porter, 
George.  Jones, 
James  A.  Sparks. 
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AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  WARREN  COUNTY,  OHIO. 

Thomas  D.  Webb,  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 

Richard  Hayes, 


Ephraim  Brown, 
William  Rayen, 


Elisha  Whittlesey. 


Managers. 


Mr.  Griswold, 
Homer  Hine, 
Lyman  Potter, 
William  Ripley, 
Rev.  J.  W.  Curtis, 

Samuel  M.  Hitchcock,  Secretory. 


Samuel  Swan, 
Marquis  Andrews, 
David  King, 
James  Tayler, 
Williams  Hcstoo, 

Zsdmon  Fitch,  1 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  SPRINGFIELD,  OHIO. 
Rev.  Saul  Henkle,  PreMad. 
Rev.  Franklin  Putnam,  1st  Vice  Prmdent. 


G-  W.  Jewett,  Esqr.      2d 
Pierson  Spining,  Treasurer. 
J.  L.  Torbert,  Secretary. 

Managers, 

Joel  Van  Meter, 

Henry  Oxtoby, 

Jacob  Lingle,  v 

Robert  Humphreys, 

William  Amphlet, 

Jacob  Morgan,  Esq. 


do. 


Samuel  M<Kinney, 
Sampson  Mason,  Esq. 
Rev.  at  M.  Henkle, 
Rev.  A.  W.Poage, 
David  Garrison, 
John  Cook. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  CLEVELAND,  CUYAHOGA  CO. 

Samuel  Cowles,  Esq.  President 
Hon.  Samuel  Williamson,  1st  Vice  President. 
Hon.  Neheraiah  Allen,      2d        do. 
Richard  Lord,  Esq.  3d         do. 

Gen.  Lewis  Dille,  4th         do. 

Thomson  Miles,  Esq.       5th        do. 
Samuel  Starkweather,  Esq.  Secretaryt 
A,  W.  Walworth,  Esq.  Treasww. 

Publishing  Committee* 

Rev.  S.  C.  Freeman,  |  Rev.  S.  I.  Bndstreet 

J.  M.  Sterling,  Esq.  [ 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  MEAUVILLE,  CRAWFORD  OMfffi'* 

Hon.  Stephen  Barlow,  President. 
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Fiee  Presidents. 


Rev.  Timothy  Alden, 
Rev.  Daniel  M'Lean, 
Rev.  Abel  Jackson, 
Hon.  Henry  Shippen, 
Hon.  James  Burchfield, 


Managers, 


Rev.  Wells  Bushnell, 
Rev.  Charles  Smith, 
Jared  Shattuck, 
James  Cochran, 
John  H.  Work, 
David  Dick» 

Joseph  Morrison,  Secretary, 

Publishing  Committee, 

H.  J.  £endikeson,  |  Arthur  Culburn. 

John  B.  Wallace, 


Hon.  John  Brooks, 
Thos.  Atkinson, 
John  Reynolds, 
William  Foster, 
Jacob  Guy. 

Hugh  Brawley, 
Doct.  A.  W.  M'Dowell, 
David  Derrikson, 
Robt.  L.  Potter, 
John  McDowell, 
Samuel  Torbett, 

m 

John  P.  Davis,  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OP  ALEXANDRIA,  D.  C. 

Rev.  J.  Cornelius,  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 


Rev.  M.  Lippitt, 

Wm.  Gregory, 
Thos.  Smith, 
Thos.  Sanford, 
James  Douglass, 

N.  R.  Fitzhughf&crdary. 


i 

Managers. 


Rev.  JVT-  Wheat. 


John  Withers, 
Isaac  Camel, 
Jas.  B.  NichoHs, 
George  Johnson, 

Charles  Page,  Treasurer, 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  GEORGETOWN,  D. 

Walter  Smith,  Esq.  President. 
Managers* 


Daniel  Kurtz, 
T.  Corcoran,  jun. 
Henry  Addison, 
James  King, 
John  Pickerel], 
James  Thomson, 

John  J.  Stull,  Treasurer. 


Wm.  Jewell, 
Wm.  Morton, 
James  Thomas, 
Richd.  Cruckshanks, 
Henry  Gaither, 
Isaac  Owens, 

Frs.  Seawell,  Secretary* 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  BROWN8VIULE  AND  BRIDGEPORT, 

FAYETTE  COUNTY,  PENN. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  WAYNESBUBGH,  GREEN  COUNTY,  PA. 
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AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  CONNELSVILLE,  PENX 

Jos.  Trever,  } 

Jos.  Ton-ence,  and  £  Committee  of  Correspondence 


J.  Trever, 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  GREENBRIAR  COUNTY,  VA. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  DINWIDDIE  COUNTY,  VA. 
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BOSTON. 

John  Tappan,  Esq.  Chairman. 
David  Hale,  Treasurer. 
The  Hon.  Samuel  Hubbard, 
Bey.  Mr.  Wisner, 
— -  Mr.  Jenks, 
Mr.  Wm.  Lambert, 
Jerrard  Hallock,  Secretary* 

UTICA,  N.  Y.  , 


Jonas  Piatt,  Esq. 

Thomas  Walker, 

A.  G.  Doby, 

Wm.  Williams, 

Thomas  Hastings,  Esq.  Secretary. 


NEW-HAVEN,  CONN. 

Simeon  Baldwin,  Esq.  Chairman. 
Rev.  Harry  Crosswell, 
— -  Claudius  Herrick, 
Timothy  Dwight,  Esq. 
Ralph  I.  Ingersol,  Esq.  Secretary. 


HARTFORD,  CONN. 

Henry  L,  Elsworth,  Esq.  Chairman. 
Doctor  Mason  P.  Cogswell, 
Rev.  Mr.  Hawes, 

—  Mr.  Lindaey, 

—  Mr.  Cuthman,  • 

5.  H.  Huntingdon,  Esq.  Secretary 


PROVIDENCE,  R.  L 

Nicholas  Brown,  Esq. 
Alexander  Jones,  Esq. 
Nathaniel  Searle,  Esq, 
Bev.  Stephen  Gano,' 
John  Nowland,  Esq. 
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